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THE 

H I S T' O R Y 

OF THE 

DECL INE and FALL 

OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

_i i ji ' - - ■ i - - ■ ■ i -i . ii — i 

CHAP. IX 

Schifm of the Gr celts and Latins. — State of ConflantU 
nople. — Revolt of the Bulgarians. — Ifaac Angelut 

dethroned by his Brother Alexius Origin of the - 

Fourth Crufadc. — Alliance of the French and Fene* 
tians with the Son of Ifaac. — Their natal Fxpe- 
dition to Conjlantinoplc. — The tivo Sieges an£ 
final Conquefi of the City by the Latins. 

1. HE reftoraCidi* of the Weftern empire by c H & p; 
Charlemagne , was fpeedily followed by the fepara- ex, 
tiori of the Greek and Latin churches; 1 . A religious Schifin of 
and national anirtiofity ftill divides the twa largcfV 1 e 
communions of the Chriftian world; and ther 
fchifm of Conftaftttflople, by alienating her moft 
Vol. XL B 
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a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, ufeful allies and provoking her mod dangerous 
lx. enemies, has precipitated the decline and fell of 
the Roman empire in the Eaft. 
Their aver- In the courfe of the prefent hiftory, the aver- 
£££ ** fion of the Greeks for the Latins ha^ been often 
vifible and confpicuous. It was originally derived 
from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, after the 
time of Conftantine, by the pride of equality or 
dominion ; and finally exafperated by the pre- 
ference which their rebellious fubje&s bad given 
to the alliance of the Franks. In every age, the 
Greeks were proud of their fuperiority in profane 
and.. religious knowledge: they had firft received 
the light of Chriftianity; they had pronounced 
the decrees of the feven general councils: they 
alone poflefied the language of fcripture and phi- 
lofophy; nor fliould the Barbarians, imrtierfed in 
the darkn«£s of the Weft \ prefume to argue Qn 
the high and myfterious queflions of theological 
fcience. Thofe Barbarians defpifed in their turn 
the reftlefs and fubtle levity of the Orientals , the 
authors of every herefy; and blefled their own 
fcmpHcity, which was content to hold the tradi- 
tion of the apoftolic church. Yet^ in thefeventh . 
century, the fynods of Spain, and afterwards of 
France, improved or corrupted the Nicene crertf,. 
on the myfterious fubjed 6i the third perfbn $i 
rrooemoif of the Trinity '. In the long ctfntrov*rfies of tht> 
oho^ 0,y Eaft, the nature and generation of Chrift had 
been fcrupn&rofly defined; aod the welMcnown 
relation of father and fon fecmed to convey, a 
faint image to the human mind. The idea of 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

birth was lefs analogous to the Holy Spirit, who, c ii a k 
inftead of a divine gift or attribute , was confi- ik. 
dered by the Catholics , as a fubftance , a perfon, 
a god; he was not tegotten, but in the ortho- 
dox ftyle he proceeded. Did he proceed from the 
Father alone, perhaps by the. Son? or from the 
Father and the Son ? The firft of fchefe opinions 
was aflerted by the Greeks, the fecond by the 
Latins; and the addition to the Nicene creed of 
the word filioqve , kindled the flame of difebrd 
between the Oriental and the Gallic churches. 
In the origin of the difpute, the Roman pontiffs 
affe&ed a cHaradler of neutrality and mod era-, 
tion *: th$y condemned the innovation, but they 
fccquiefced in the fentiment , 6f their Tranfalpine 
brethren : they feemed defirous of caftirig a. veil 
pf filence and charity oyer the fuperflupus refearcb; 
and in the correfpondence of Charlemagne and * 
Leo the third , the pope affume$ the liberality of 
a ftatefmah, and the prince descends to the paf- 
fions and prejudices of a prieft S But the ortho- 
doxy of Rome fpontaneoufly obeyed die impulfe 
6f her temporal policy ; and the filioque , which 
Leo wiflied to erafe, was transcribed in the fym* 
bol and chaunted in the liturgy of the Vatican. * 
The Nicene and Athanafian creeds are held >a$ 
the Catholic faith , without which none can be 
faved;* and both Papifts and Proteftants oiuft now 
fuftain and return the anathemas of the Greeks, 
who deny the proceffion of the Holy Ghoft from 
"the Son , as well as from the Father. Such articles Variety of 
of faith are not fufceptible of treaty; but the ^f'^ 
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Chap, rules of difcipline * Mr ill vary in remote and indc- 
ix. pendent churches ; and the reafon , even of di- 
vines, might allow* that the difference is inevitable 
and harmlefs. The craft or fuperftition of Rome 
has impofed on her priefts and deacons the rigid 
obligation of celibacy; among the Greeks, it is 
confined to the bifhops; the lofs is compenfated 
by dignity or annihilated by age; and the paro- 
chial clergy, the papas, enjoy the conjugal fociety 
of the wives whom they/ have married before 
their entrance into holy orders. A queftion con- 
cerning the Azyms was fiercely debated in the 
eleventh century, and the effence of theEucharift 
was fuppofed in the Eaft and Weft., to depend 
fcn the ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. 
Shall I mention in a ferious hiftory the furious 
reproaches that were urged againft the Latins , 
i who , for a long while remained on the defen- 
five? They negledted to abftain, according to 
the apoftolic^l decree, from things ftrangled, and 
from blood \ they fafted, a Jewifh obfervance! 
on the Saturday of each week : during the firft 
week of Lent they permitted the ufe of milk and 
cheefe*; their infirm monks were indulged in the 
tafte of flelh; and animal greafe was fubftituted 
for the want of vegetable oil : the holy^ chrifm 
or undtion in baptifm , was referved to the epifco-* 
pai order: the bifhops, as the bridegrooms of 
their churches, were decorated with rings; their 
priefts fhaved their faces , and baptized by a 
fingle immerfion. Such were the ciimes which 
provoked the zeal of the patriarchs of Conftaa- 
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tinople; and which were juftified with equal zeal chat. 
by the do&ors of the Latin church 7 . ix. 

Bigotry and national averfion are powerful Ambitious 
magnifiers of every objeft of difpute; but the phoViusVpa- 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may tviareh of • 
be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, nopie^with 
\vho maintained the fupremacy of the old metro- the popes, 
polis fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital, 8 -£lJh 6 
inferior to none, in the Chriftian world. About 
the middle of the ninth century , Photius *, an 
ambitious layman , the captain of the guards and 
principal fecretary , was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more dcfirable office of patriarch 
of Conftantinople. In fcience, even ecclefiafticial 
fcience , he furpaffed the clergy of the age ; and 
the purity of his morals has never been impeached: 
but his ordination was hafty, his rife was irregu- 
lar; and Ignatius, his abdicated predeceflbr, was 
yet fupported by the public compaffion and the 
obftinacy of his adherents. They appealed to the 
tribunal of Nicholas the firft, one of the proudeft 
and raoft afpiring of the Roman pontiffs, who 
embraced the welcome opportunity of judging 
and condemning his rival of the Eaft. Their 
quarrel was embittered by a conflidl of jurifdic- 
tion over the king and nation of the Bulgarians ; 
xiov was their recent converfion to Chriftianity 
of much avail to either prelate , unlefs he could 
number the profelytes among the fubjedls of hist 
power. With the aid of his court the Greek 
patriarch was vi&orious; but in the furious 
teft he depofed in his turn the fucceflbr 
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p ?f A. p. Peter, and involved th$ Latin church in the re- 
lx. proach of herefy and fchifm. Photius facrifked 
the peace of the \yorld to a fhort and precarious 
reign: he fell with his patrpn, thp Caefar Bardas; 
and Bafil the Macedonian performed an adl of 
juftice in the reftoration of Ignatius , whofe age 
and dignity had not been fufficiently refpe&ed* 
From his nriQnaftery, or prifon, Photius folicited 
the favour of the emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery; and the eyes of his rival were 
fcarcely clofed, when he was again reftored to 
the throne of Conftanqnogle. After the death of 
Bafil , he experienced the viciffitudes of courts, 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupil : the patriarch 
was again depofed , and in his laft folitary hours 
he might regret the freedom of a fecular and 
ftudious Jife. In each revolution, the breath, the 
nod, of the fovereign had been accepted by a 
fubmiffive clergy; and a fynod of three hundred 
bifhops was always prepared to hail the triumph, 
or to ftigraatize the fall, of the holy, or the 
execrable, Photius \ By a delufive promife of 
fuccour or reward, the popes were tempted to 
countenance thefe various proceedings ;* and the 
fynods of Conftantinople were ratified ly their 
epiftles or legates. But the court and the people, 
Ig atius and Photius, were equally adverfe to 
t^eir claims; their minifters were infuked or jm- 
prifoned ; the prpceffion of the Holy Ghoft was 
forgotten ; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne; and the fchifm was prolonged 
by -their rigid cenfure of all die multiplied ordi- 
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^nations of an irregular patriarch. The darknefs chap. 
and corruption of the tenth century fufpended the Ix * 
in tercourfe , without reconciling the minds, of 
the two nations. But when the Norman fvvord 
reftored the churches of Apulia to the jurifdi&ion 
of Rome, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petulant epiftle of the Greek patriarch., to avoid 
and abhor the errors of the Latins. The rifing 
majefty of Rome could no longer brook the in- 
fojence of a rebel ; and Michael Cerularius was 
excommunicated in the heart of Conftantinople The popM . 
by the pope's legates. Shaking the duft from excomimmi. 
their feet, they depofited on the altar of St, Sophia "larc^of*" 
a direful anathema '°, which enumerates the feven Conftantino- 
mortal herefies of the Greeks , and devotes the * ! * ee " d thc 
guilty teachers , and their unhappy fedaries , to a. d. 10*4, 
the eternal fociety of the devil and his angels. July I6 - 
According to the emergencies of the church and 
ftate , a friendly correfpondence was fometimes 
refumed; the language of charity and concord 
was Sometimes affeded ; but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors ; the popes have never 
repealed their fentence : and from this thunderbolt 
we may date the confummation of the fchifm. 
It was enlarged by each ambitious ftep of the 
Roman pontiffs : the emperors bhifhed and trembled 
at the ignominious fate of their royal brethren of 
Germany ; and the people was fcandaKzed by the 
temporal power and military life of the Latin 
clergy xt . 

The averfion of the Greeks and Latins was Enmity of 
nouriihed and manifefted in the three firft exp$- ^ Latins 
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chap. (Jitions to the Holy Land. Alexius Comnenus 
A L3 ^ contrived the abfence at leaft of the formidable 

i zoo -—1200^ pilgrims t his fucceffors, Manuel and Ifaac Ange-. 
lus, confpired with the Moflems for the ruin of 
the great^ft princes of the Franks ; and their- 
crooked and malignant policy was feconded by 
the aftive and voluntary obedience of every or- 
der of their fubje&s. Of this hoftile temper, a 
large portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the 
difference of language, drefs, and manners, which 
fevers and alienates the nations of the globe. The 
pride, as well as the prudence, of the fovereign, 
was deeply wounded by the intrufion of foreign 
armies, that claimed a right of traverfing his do- 
minions and paffing under the walls of his capital: 
his fubjedts were infulted and plundered by the 
rudeftrangers of the Weft; and the hatred of the 
pufillanimous Greeks was fharpened by the fecret 
envy of the bold and pious enterprifes of the 
Franks. But thefe profane caufes of national en- 
mity were fortified and inflamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind embrace, an 
hofpitable reception from their Chrlftiah brethren 
of the Eaft, every tongue was taught to repeat 
the names of fchifmatic and heretic, more odious 
.to an orthodox ear than thofe of pagan and in- 
fidel: inftead of being loved for the general con- 
formity of faith and worfhip, they were abhorred 
•for, fome rules of difcipline, fcrme queftions of 
theology, in which themfelves or their teachers 
might differ from the Oriental church. In the 
crufkde of Louis the feventh , the Greek clergy 
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waflhed and purified the altars which had been chap. 
defiled by the facrifice of a French prieft. The rx. 
companions of Frederic Barbaroffa deplore the 
injuries which they endured , both in word and 
deed, from the peculiar rancour of the bifhops 
and monks. Their prayers and fermons excited 
the people againft the impious Barbarians ; and 
the patriarch is accufed of declaring , that the 
faithful might obtain the redemption of all their 
fins by the extirpation of the fchifmatics ". An 
cnthufiaft, named Dorotheus, alarmed the fears, 
and reftorcd the confidence, of the emperor, by 
a prophetic affurance , that the German heretic, 
after affaulting the gate of Blachernes, would be 
made a fignal example of the divine vengeance. 
The paffage of thefe mighty armies were rare and 
perilous events; but the crufades introduced a 
frequent and familiar intercourfe between the two 
nations, which enlarged their knowledge, with- 
out abating their prejudices. The wealth and 
luxury of Conftantinople demanded the produc- 
tions of every climate : thefe imports were ba- 
lanced by the art and labour of her numerous 
inhabitants; her fituation invites the commerce The tttms 
of the world; and, in every period of her exift*^^" 
ence , that commerce has been in the hands of 
foreigners. After the decline of Amalphi , the 
Venetians, Pifans, and Genoefe, introduced their 
factories and fettlements into the capital of the 
empire: their fervices were rewarded with honours 
and immunities ; they acquired the poffeflion of 
lands and houfes; their families were multiplied 
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chap, by marriages with the natives; and, after* the 
^ x * toleration of a Mahometan mofch , it was im- 
poffible to interdidl the churches of the Roman 
rite If . The two wives of Manuel Comnenus l * 
were of the race of the franks; the firft, a fifter- 
in law of the emperor Conrad ; the fecond , a 
daughter of the prince of Antioch : he obtained 
a rfor his fon Alexius a daughter of PhilijT Auguftus 
Icing of France ; and he beftowed his own daughter 
on a. marquis of Montferrat , who was educated 
and dignified in the palace of Coqftantinople. The 
Greek encountered the arms, and afpired to the 
empire, of the Weft; he efteemed the valour, and 
trufted the fidelity, of the Franks M ; their mili- 
tary talents were unfitly recompenfed by the lucra- 
tive offices of judges 2^nd treafurers, the policy 
of Manuel hud Solicited the alliance of the pope; 
and the popular voice accufed him of a partial bias 
to the nation and religion of the Latins". During 
bis reign, and that of his fucceffor Alexius, they 
were expofed at Conftanti^iople to the reproach 
off foreigners , heretics , and favourites ; and this 
triple guilt was feverely expiated in the tumult,* 
which announced the return and elevation of 
their mafi Andronicus ,7 . The people rofe in arras; from 
ftcre, fe he Afiatic ftiore the, tyrant difpatched his troops 
* and gatlies to aflift the national revenge; and the 
hopelefs refiftanqe of the ftrangers ferved only to . 
juftify the rage, and (harpen the daggers, of the 
affaffins. Neither age , nor fex , nor the ties of 
friendihip or kindred , could fave the vidimS, of . 
xiatipnal hatred, and avarice, an<t religious zeal: 
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the Latins \yere Slaughtered in their houfcs and in P H * p * 
the ftreets; their quarter was reduced to afhes; LX * 
the clergy was burnt in their churches, and the 
fick in their hofpitals ; and fome eftimate may be 
formed of the flafn frorp the clemency which fol4 
above four thoufand Chriftians in perpetual flayery 
to t}ie Turks.' The priefts and moiiks were the % 

loqdeft and moft active in the cjeftrudlion af the 
fchjfmatics; and they chaunted a thankfgiving to, 
the Lord, >yhen the head of a Raman cardinal, 
the pope's legate, was fevered from his body, 
fattened to the tail of a dog, and dragged, with 
lavage mockery, through the city. The more 
diligent of the ftrange^s had retreated , on the 
firifc alarm, to, their veffels, and efcaped through 
the Hellefpont from the fcene of blood. In, 
their flight, they burnt and ravaged two hun- 
dred miles of the feacoaft; infli&ed a fevese re- 
venge on the guijtkfs fubjecfts of the empire; 
marked the priefts and monks ^s their peculiar 
enemies; and compensated, by the accumulation 
of plunder , the lofs of their property and friends. 
On their returp , they expofed to Italy and Eu- 
rope the wealth and weaknefs, th,e perfidy and 
malice , of the Greeks, whofe vices .were, painted 
as the genuine characters of herefy and fchifm. 
The fcruples of the firft crufaders l\ad negledled 
the faireft opportunities of fecuring, by the pof- 
feflion of Conftantinople , the way to the Holy 
Land : a domeftic revolution invited , and almoft 
compelled, the French and Venetians to atchievc 
the copqueft of the Roman empire of the Eaft. " 
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CHAP. j n t h c feries of the Byzantine princes , I have 
Reign and exhibited the hypocrify and ambition, the tyranny 
character of and fall, of Andronicvis , the laft male of the 
ifaacAnge- Comnenjan family who reigned at Conftantinbr 
a. d. p^ e - The revolution , which caft him headlong 
ii8^-r-i?95, frqm the thjone , faved and exalted Ifaac An- 
s s»«- «• gelus If , who defcerided by the females from the 
fame Imperial dynafty. The fucceflbr of a fecond 
Nero might have found it an eafy taflc to deferve 
. the efteem and affe&ion of his fubjefts : they 
fometimes had reafon to regret the adminiftrayon 
of Andronicus. The found and vigorous mind 
of the tyrant was capable of difcerning the con- 
nexion between his own and the public intereft; 
arjd while he was feared by all who could in- 
fpire him with fear , the unfufpedted people , and 
the remote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
juftice of their matter. But his fucceflbr was vain 
and jealous of the fupreme power, which he 
wanted courage and abilities to exercife; his vices 
were pernicious , his virtues ( if he poffeffed any 
virtues) were ufelefs, to mankind; and the 
* Greeks, who imputed their calamities to his ne- 
gligence , denied him the merit of any tranfient 
or accidental benefits of the times. Ifaac flept on 
the throne, and was awakened only by the found 
of pleafure : his vacant hours were amufed by 
comedians and buffoons, and even to tttefe buf- 
foons the emperor was an objed of contempt; 
his feafts and buildings exceeded the examples of 
royal luxury; the number of his eunuchs and 
domedics* amounted to twenty thoufandj and a 
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daily fum of four thoufand pounds of filver would c h k f. 
fwell to four millions ftcrling the annual expense L}L 
of his houfehold and table. His poverty was 
relieved by oppreflion ; and the public difcontent 
was inflamed by equal abufes in the collection, 
and the application, of the revenue. While the 
Greeks numbered the days of their fervitudc, a 
flattering prophet, whom he rewarded with the 
dignity of patriarch , allured him of a long add 
victorious reign of thirty- two years - 9/ during 
Which he fhould extend his fway to mount Li- 
banus , and his conquefts beyond the Euphrates. 
But his only ftep towards the accomplishment of 
the prediction , was a fplendid and fcandalous 
embafly to Saladin *\ to demand the reftitution 
of the holy fepulchre, and to propofe an offeo- 
five and defenfive league with the enemy of the 
Chriftian name. In thefe unworthy .hands, of 
Ifaac and his brother , the remains of the Qrefek 
empire crumbled into duft. The ifland of Cy- 
prus , whofe name excites the ideas df elegance 
and pleafure , was ufurped by his namefake , a 
Comnenian prince : and by a ftrange concate- 
nation of events , the fword of our Englilh 
Richard beftowed that kingdom on the houfe / 
of Lufignan, a rich compensation for the lofs 
of Jerufalem. 

The honour of the monarchy, and the fafety R«vottofth* 
of the capital, were deeply wounded by the ^ S!""^ 
revolt of the Bulgarians and Walachians. Since 
the victory of the fecond Bail], they had fup- 
ported, above an hundred and feventy years,, 
the loofe dominion of the Byzantine princes ; but 
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cha p. tip efFe&ual meafufes had been adopted to impofc 
ix. the yoke of laws and manners on thefe favage 
N tribes. By the command of Ifaac, their fole 
ineans of fubfiftence * their flocks and herds, 
were driven away, to contribute towards the 
pomp of the royal nuptials; and their fierce war- 
riors were exafperated by the denial of equal 
*ank and pay io the militaty fervice. Peter and 
Afan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of the, 
ancient kihgs", afferted their own rights and the 
national freedom : their daemohiac impoftors pro- 
claimed to the crowd , that their glorious patron 
St. Demetriite bad for ever defcrted the capfe of 
ttie Greeks; and the conflagration fpread from 
the banks of the Danube to the hills. of Mace- 
donia and ThraCfc. After fome faint efforts , Ifaac 
Angelus and his brother acquiefced in their in. 
dependehce; artd the Imperial troops were foon 
difcouraged by the bones of their fellow-foldiers, 
that were fcattered along the paffes 6t mount 
, Hxmus; 'By the arms and policy of John or 
Joannice* , the fecond kingdom of Bulgaria 
was firmly eftablifhed. The fubtle Barbarian fent 
an embaffy to Innocent the third , ,to acknow- 
ledge himfelf a genuine fon of Rome in defcent 
and religion "; and humbly received from the 
pope, the licence of coining money, the royal 
title , and a Latin ar^hbifliop or patriarch. The 
Vatican exulted in the fpiritual conqueft of Bul- 
garia , the firft objed of the fchifm ; and if the 
Greeks could have preferved the prerogatives of 
the church , they would gladly have refigncd the 
rights of the monarchy. 
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The Bulgarians \tfere malicious enough to pray chap. 
for the long life of Ifaac Angclus, the fureft ix. 
pledge of their freedom and profperity. Yet ururpatM.n 
their chiefs could involve in the fame in'difcriminate *£ A icxius ' 
contempt, the faoiily and nation of the emperor. Angejus, 
Ci In all the Greeks," laid Afan to his troops, . A ' D * , 
" the fame climate, and chara&er, and education, April 8. 
cc will be prodiidive of the fame fruits. Behold / 

tc my lance," continued the warrior, "and. the 
cc long ftreamefs that float in the wind. They 
" differ only in colour; they are formed of the 
Cl fame filk and fafhioned by the fame workman; 
* c nor has the ftripe, that is ftained in purple, 
<c any fuperior price or value above its fellows "." 
Several of thefe candidates^ for the purple fuccef- 
fively rofe and fell under the empire of Ifaac : a 
general who had repelled the fleets of Sicily, 
was driven to revolt and ruin by the ingratitude * 

of the prince; and his luxurious repofe was dif- 
turbed by fecrct confpiracies^id popular infur- 
re&ions. The Emperor was ^ved by accident, 
or the merit of his fervants : he was at length 
oppreffed by an ambitious brother, who, for 
the hope of a precarious diadem , forgot the ob- 
ligations of nature, of loyalty, and of friendfhip' 1 . 
While Ifaac in the Thracian vallies purfued ths 
idle and foljtary pleafures of the chace , his 
brother, Alexius Angelus, was inverted with the 
purple, by the unanimous fuffrage of the camp: 
the capital and the clergy fubferibed to their 
choice ; and the vanity of the new fovereign re- 
jected the name of his fathers, for the lofty and 
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chap, royal appellation of the Comiienian race. On the 
lx. defpicable character of Ifaac, I have exhaufted 
the language of contempt; and can only add, 
that in a reign of eight years, the bafcr Alexius ** 
was fupported by the mafculine vices of his wife 
Euphrofyne. The firft intelligence of his fall was 
conveyed to the late emperor by the hoftile afpedt 
and purfuit of the guards, no longer his o\yn : he 
fled before them above fifty miles as far as Sta- 
gyra in Macedonia ; but the fugitive * without 
an objed or a follower, was arrefted, brought 
back to Conftantinople , deprived of his eyes, 
and confined in a lonefome tower, on a fcanty 
allowance of bread and water. At the moment 
of the revolution, his fon Alexius, whom he 
educated in the hope of empire , was twelve 
years of age. He Was fpared by the ufurper, 
and reduced to attend his triumph both in peace 
m and war ; but as the army was encamped on the 
fea-lhore, an It^pn veffel facilitated the cfcape 
of the royal youm; and, ill the difguife of a 
comrrfon failor, he eluded the fearch of his ene- 
mies j paffed the Hellefpont, and found a fecure 
refuge in the ifle of Sicily. After faluting the 
th'reihold of the apoftles , and imploring the pro- 
tection of pope Innocent the third, Alexius ac- 
cepted the kind invitation of his fifter Irene , the 
wife of Philip of Swabia, king of the Romans. 
But in his paflage through Italy , he heard that 
the flower of Weftern chivalry was aflembled at 
Venice for the deliverance of the Holy Land; 
and a ray of hope \yas kindled in his b6fom, 
\ » that 
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that their invincible fwords might be employed in chap. 
his father's reftoration. j.x. 

About ten or twelve years after the lofs of The fourth 
Jerufalem , the nobles of France were again fum- J'J'^g 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third 
prophet, lefs extravagant, perhaps, t$an Peter 
the hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the merit 
of an orator and a ftatefman. An illiterate prieft 
of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of Neuil- 
ly 'Vforfook his parochial duty, to affume the # 
more flattering chara<fter of a popular and itiner* 
ant miffionary. The fame of his fandity and 
miracles was fpread ov€r the land ; he declaimed, 
vrith fevcrity and vehemence, agarod the vices 
of the age; and his fermons, which he preached 
in the ftreets of Paris , converted the robbers, the 
ufurers, the proftitutes, and even the do.dors 
and fcholars of the univerfity. No fooner did 
Innocent the third afcend the chair of $t. Peter, 
than he proclaimed in Italy , Germany , and 
France , the obligation of a new cnlfade ". The 
eloquent pontiff defcribed the ruin of Jerufalem , 
the triumph of the Pagans, and the fliame of . 
Chriftendofti : his liberality propofed the redemp- 
tion of fins , a plenary indulgence to all who 
fliould ferve in Palcftine , either a year in perfon, 
or two years by a fiibftitute * 7 ; and among his 
legates and orators who blew the faCred trumpet, 
Fulk of keuilly was the loudeft and moft fuc- 
cefsful. The fituation of the principal monarcKs 
was averfe to the pious fummons. The emperor 
Frederic the fecond was a child ; and his kingdom . 
Vol. XL C 
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chap, of Gerrnany was difputed by the rival houfes 
ix. of Brunfwick and Swabia, the memorable facti- 
ons ofthe Guelphs and Ghibelines. Philip Au- 
guftus of France had performed, and could not 
be perfuadedto renew, th^c perilous vow; but as 
1}G was not lefs ambitious of praife.than of power, 
he chearfully inftituted a perpetual fund for the., 
defence of the Holy Land. Richard of England 
was fatiated with the glory and misfortunes of 
- his firft adventure, and he prcfumed to deride 
th$ exhortations of Fulk of Ncuilly, who was 
not abaflied in; the prefencc of kings. "You 
" advife Rie/' faid Plantagenet, "to difmifs my 
" three daughter?* pride, avarice, and ' incoo- 
u tincnce ; I bequeath them to the rooft deferv- 
* ing; my pride to the knights- templars, my 
* c avarice to ( the monks of Cifteaux, and my 
V incontinence* to the prelates." But, the preach- 
ev was heard and obeyed by the great vaf- 
fals* the princes ofthe fecond order ; and Theo- 
bald, or Ti^ibaut, count of Champagne, was the 
foremoft in the holy race. The valiant youth, 
at the age of twenty- two years, was encouraged 
embraced by by the domeftic examples of his father, who 
marched in the fecond crufade , and of his elder 
brother, who had ended his days in Paleftine 
with the title of. king of Jerufalemr two thoulluid 
two hundred knights owed fervice and homage 
to his peerage a * ; the nobles of Chanfpagne ex- 
celled in all the exercifes of war **; and, by his 
marriage with the heirefs of Navarre, Thibaut 
could draw a band of hardy Gafcops from cither 
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fide of the Pyrense&ft rriountain*. His cortipanidn tfn a ft 
iii arms was Louis, count of Blois and Cbartres; lx. 
1/ke hrmfelf of regal lineage, for both the princes 
were nephews , at the fame time , of eh* kings 
of France and England. In a crowd -of prelates 
and barons, who imitated their zeal, I diftin* 
guiih the birth and merit of Matthew of Mont- 
morency ; the famous Simon- of Montfort, the 
fcourge of the Albigeois ; and a valiant noble , 
Jeffrey of VillehardOuin ,# , mat-lhal of Cham* 
pagne Jl , who has condefcended , in the ruda 
idiom of his age. and country '*,. to write. or die* 
tate fi ah original narrative of the councils and 
adiions, in whiclrhe bore, amcmorable part. At 
the fame time , Baldwin count of Flanders, who 
had married the fiftcr of Thibaut, aflfumed the 
crofs at Bruges, ^th his brother Henry and the* 
principal knights and citizens of that rich and in* 
duftrious province ,f . The vow which the chief* 
bad pronounced in churches, pthey ratified in 
tournaments: the operations of the. war were de- 
bated in full and frequent affeinblie* ; and it was 
refolved to feek the deliverance -of Paleftine h| 
Egypt, a country, fince. Saladin's death, which 
was almoft ruined by fanzine, and civij war. But 
the fate of fo many royal armies difplayed the 
toils and perils of a land expedition j and, if the 
Flemings dwelt along the oceanv' the French 
barons were deftitute of (hips and ignorant'' of 
navigation. They embraced the wife refolution 
ofchufihg fix deputies or reprefentatives, of whom 
Villeh^rdouin was one, ypifch adifcretiouary truft 
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chap, to dired the motiofis , and to pledge the faith, of 
lx. the whole confederacy. The maritime dates of 
Italy were alone poffeffed of the means of trans- 
porting the holy warriors with their arms tod 
horfes; and the fix deputies proceeded to Venice 
to folicit, on motives of piety or intereft, the aid 
of that powerful republic, 
sute of the \ n the invafion ofltaly by Attila, I have men* 

""jud!* too* 1 ^ " the flight of the Venetians from the 
4*7— .1200. fallen cities of the continent , and their obfcure 
iheltcr in the chain of iflands that line the extre* 
mity of the Adriatic gulf. In the midft of the 
waters, free, indigent, laborious, and inaccek 
Able, they gradually, coalefced. into a republic; 
the firft foundations of Venice were laid in the 
ifland of Rialto ; and the annual eledio.n of the 
twelve tribunes was fuperfeded by the permanent 
office of a duke or doge. On the verge of the 
two empires the Venetians exult in the belief of 
primitive and perpetual independence u . Againft 
the Latins , their antique freedom has been affert- 
ed by, the fword, and may be juftified by the 
pen. Charlemagne himfelf refigned all claims of 
fovereignty to the iflands of the Adriatic gulf; 
his fan Pepin was repulfed in the attacks of the 
lagunas or canals , too deep for the cavalry, and 
too fhallow for the veffels ; and in every age , 
under the German Caefars , the lands of the repu- 
blic have been clearly diftinguifhed from the king- 
dom of Italy. But the inhabitants of Venice 
were confidered by themfdves, by ftrangers, 
and by their fovereigns , as an inalienable portion 
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of the Greek empire ,7 ; in the ninth and tenth chap. 
centuries, the proofs of their fubjedion are nu- lx. 
merous and unqueftionable ; and the vain titles , 
the fervile honours , of the Byzantine court , fo 
ambitioufly folicited by their dukes , would have 
degraded the magiftrates of a free people. But 
the Jbands of this dependence , which was never 
abfolute or rigid , were imperceptibly relaxed by 
the ambition of Venice and the weaknefs of 
Conftantinople. Obedience was foftened into 
refped , privilege ripened f into prerogative, and 
the freedom of domeftic government was forti 
fied by the independence of foreign dominion. 
The maritime cities of Iftria and Dalmatia bowed 
to the fovereigns of the Adriatic; and when 
they armed againft the Normans ih the caufe of 
Alexius , the emperof applied , not to the duty 
of his fubjeds , but to the gratitude and genera- 
lity of his faithful allies. The fea was their 
patrimony s * : the weftern parts of the Mediter- 
ranean, from Tufcany to Gibraltar, were indeed 
abandoned to their rivals of Pifa and Genoa; but 
the Venetians acquired an early and lucrative 
fhare of the commerce of Greece and Egypt. 
Their riches encreafed with the encreafing de- 
mand of Europe : their manufactures of filk and 
glafs , perhaps the inftitution of their bank , are 
of high antiquity ; and they enjoyed the fruits of 
their induftry in the magnificence of public aqd 
private life. To affert her flag , to avenge her 
injuries , to proted the freedom of navigation y 
the republic could launch and man * fleet of aa 
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c h a f. hundred gillies; and the Greeks, the Saracens, 
IX. zr\ci:;iEkQ Normans, Wre encountered - by heir 
pava) arms. The Franks of Syria vtere aflfifted 
by the Venetiafts in the reduction of the fea- 
coaft; but their 2eal was neither blind nor difin- 
terefted ; and in the conqtteft of Tyre , tbey 
feared the fovereignty of a city , the firft feat of 
/ the commerce of th£ world. The policy of 
Vei>ice was marked by the avarice of a trading, 
and the infotenee of a maritime , power ; yet her 
ambition was prudent; nor did fhe often forget 
that if armed gallies were theeffedfc and fafegxiard, 
merchant veffels were the caufe and* fupply , of 
her greatnefs. In her religion , flie avoided the 
fchifm of th^ Greeks , without yielding a fervile 
obedience to the Roman pontiff; and a free in- 
tercourfe with the infidels of every clime appears 
to have allayed; betimes the fever of fuperftition. 
Her primitive ^government was a loofe mixture of 
democracy and monarchy: the doge was etedted 
by the votes of the general affembly ; as long as 
hewas popufc* and fuccefsful, he reigned with 
the pomp a»d authority of a prince ; but in the 
frequent revolutions of the ftate , he wps depofed, 
or baniflied, or ftain , by the jufticc or injuftice 
of the multitude. The twelfth century produced 
the firft rudiments of the wife and jealous aris- 
tocracy, which has reduced the doge to a pa- 
geant and the people to a cypher 3 *. 
Aw.mce ©F When the fix ambaffadors of the French pit 

«ad Ve"^ g r * ms arrived at Venice, they were hofpitably 
liiiiw,. entertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the 
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rei£<iirig duke : his name was Hettfy Dandolo 4 * 5 c h a t£ 
kftd he fhone in the lalt period of human life a$ l&. 
one of the moft illuftxious characters of the timers 
Under the weight of years, and after the lofs of 
his eyes 41 , Dandolo ^retained a found under* % 

ftandirtg and a manly courage ; the fpirit of an 
hero, ambitkms to fignalize his reign by iqrfee 
memorable Exploits, and the wifdom of a patriot, 
anxious to -build hi* fame on thfe ^iofy ami ad- 
Vantage of his country. Hte flailed the -bold 
enth-ufiafm and liberal confitterfce bf the barons 
and their deputies ; in fuch a caule ; and with 
fuch affociates , he fhotild afpire , were he a pri- 
vate. man, to terminate his life; but he was the 
fervant of the republic , and fome delay was 
rcquifite* to confult , oh this arduous bufinefs, th6 
judgment of his colleagues. The propofal of the 
French was firft debated by the fix fctgts who 
had been recently appointed to control the ad- 
mimftration of the doge : it was next difclofed 
to the forty members of the council of ftate \ 
aftd finally communicated to the legiffettive at 
fembly of four hundred and fifty' repffcfentatives, 
who were annually chofen in the fix quarters of 
the city. In 'peace and war, the doge was ftili - 
the chief of the republic ; his legal authority Wa$ 
fnpported by the pefrfonal reputatioft*of Dafcdolo : 
his arguments of public intereit were balanced 
and ifcproved; and he was authorised i€ inform 
the arWbafladprs of the following conditions : (# 
the treaty %^ It was propofed that the cfufaders 
fhould affemBte at Venice, ton -the feaft of S# 
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chap, John of the cnfuing year : that flat -bottomed 
lx» veffels Ihould be prepared for four thouftmd 
jfive hundred horfes , and nine thoufand fquires, 
with a number of (hips fufficient for the em- 
barkation of four thoufand five hundred knights, 

and twenty thoufarid foot; that during a sterol 
of nine months they fliould be fupplied with 
provifions, and tranfported to whatfoever coaft 
the fervict of God and Chriftendom fhould re^ 
quire; add that the republic fhould join the 
armament with a fquadron of fifty gallies. It 
was required that the pilgrims Ihould pay > before 
their departure, a fum of eighty-five thoufand 
marks of filver ; and that all conquefts , by fea 
and land, fhould be equally divided between 
the confederates* The terms were hard; but the 
emergency was preffing , and the French barons 
were not lefs profufe of money than of blood. A 
' general aflembly was convened to ratify the 
treaty : the ftately chapel and place of St. Mark 
were filled with ten thoufand citizens; and the/ 
noble deputies were taught a new leffon of 
humbling themfelves before the majefty of the 
people. " llluftrious Venetians , " faid the marlhai 
of Charfopagne , " we are fent by the greateft and 
a moil powerful barons of France , to implore 
a the aid of the mafters of the fea for the deliver- 
" ance of Jerufalem. They have enjoined us to 
cc fall proftrate at your feet ; nor will we rife 
* from the ground , till you have promifed to 
" avenge with us the injuries of Chrift. " The 
eloquence of their words antf tears V> their martial 
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afpelt 9 and fuppliant attitude , were applauded chap. 
by an univerfal fliout; as it were, fays Jeffrey, ix. 
by the found of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge afcended the pulpit to urge their requeft by 
thofe motives of honour and virtue, which 
alone can be offered to a popular affembly : the 
treaty was tranfcribed on parchment , attefted 
with oaths and feals, mutually accepted by the 
Weeping and joyful representatives of France and 
Venice ; and difpatcbed to Rome for the appro- 
bation of pope Innocent the third. Two thoufand 
marks were borrowed of the merchants for the 
firft expences of the armament. Of the fix de- 
puties , two repaffed the Alps to announce their 
fuccefs, while th$ir four companions made a 
fruitlefs trial of the zeal and emulation of the 
republics of Genoa and Pifa. 

The execution of the treaty was dill oppofed Affembly and 
by unforefeen difficulties and delays. Thfe niar- t ^*^& d * 
fhal , on his return to Troyes , was embraced and from Venice , 
approved by Thibaut count of Champagne, who£" D * l ™ 2 * 
had been unanijnoufly chofen general of the con- 
federates. But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined , and foon became hopelefs ; and 
be deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire , not in a field of battle , but on 
a bed of ficknefs. To his brave and numerous 
vaffals , the dying prince diftributed his treafures: 
they fwore in his prefence to accomplilh his vow 
and their own ; but fome there were , fays the 
marlhal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited their 
word. The more refolute champions of the 
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e h a p. cfofc held a parliament at Sdiffons for the ele&ion 
tx. °f a new general; but fuch was the incapacity, 
orjealoufy, or reludlance, of the princes of France, 
that none could be found both' able and willrng 
to affume the conduct of the enterprife. They 
acquiefced in the choice of a ftranger, of Boniface 
marquis of Montferrat, defcended of a race of 
heroes , and himfdf of confpicuous fame in th6 
wars and negociations of the 6imes ** ; nor could 
the piety or ambition of the Italian fchief decline 
this honourable invitation. After vifiting the 
French' court, where he was received as a friend 
and kinfman , the marquis, in the church of 
Soiflbns, was inverted with the crofs of a pilgrim 
and the flaff of a general ; and immediately repaffed 
the Alps, to prepare for the diftant expedition 
of the Eaft. About the feftival of the Pentecoft 
be difplayed his banner , and marched towards 
Venice at the head of the Italians : h(f was priced* 
ed or followed by the counts of Flanders and 
Blois ,'and the raoft refpeftable barons of France; 
and their numbers were fwelled *by the pilgrim* 
of Germany 4S , whbfe bbjed and motives were 
fimilar to their own. The Venetians had fulfilled , 
and even furpaffed , their engagements : fi^tts 
were conftrudled for the horfes , and barracks for 
the troops ; the magazines were abundantly re- 
plenifhed v with forage and provifions 1 ; and tfe^ 
fleet of tranfports , (hips, and gallies, was ready 
to hoift fail, as foon as thd republic bad received 
the price of the freight' and armament. But that 
price far exceeded the wealth of the crufadess 
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\v\ip were atTembled at Venice. 'The Flemings, •* * * p - 
Whofe obedience to thefr count was voluntary Lac# 
and precarious, had embarked in their veflels for 
the long navigation of the ocean and Mediter-* 
ranean; and many of the French and Italians had 
preferred a cheaper and more convenient palfage 
from Marfeiflcs and Apulia to the Holy Land. 
Each' pilgrim might complain , that after he had 
furni/hed his own contribution he was made 
refponfible for the deficiency of his abferrt 
"brethren : the gold and filver plate of the chiefs, 
which they freely delivered to the treafury of $L 
'Mark , was 1 a generous but inadequate facrifice ; 
and after all their efforts , thirty-four thoufand 
marks were ftill wanting to complete the ftipu- 
lated fum. The obftacle was removed by tire 
policy and patrrotifm of the doge , who propofed 
to the baroas , that rf they would join their arms 
in reducing fbme revolted cities of Dalmatia , he 
would expofe his perfon in the holy war, and 
obtain from the republic a long indulgence , till 
fome wealthy cdnqueft fhould afford the means 
of fatisfyiiig the debt. After much fcruple and Siege of 
hefitation they chofe rather tfr accept the offer |* ra ' 
than to relinquifh the . enterprife ; and the firft 
hoftilities of the fleet and army were directed 
againft Zara 4< , a ftrong city of the Sclavoniail 
coaft , which had renounced its allegiance tb , 
Venice , and implored the prote&ion of the king 
of Hungary * 7 . The crufacjers burft the chain 
or boom of the harbour; landed their horfes, 
troops , and military engines ; and compelled the 
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chap, inhabitants, after a defence of five days , to fur- 
ix. render at discretion; their lives were fpared, but 
the revolt was punifhed by the pillage of their 
houfes and the demolition of their wall?. The 
feafon was far advanced ; the French and Vene- 
tians refolved to pafs the winter in a fecure har- 
bour and plentiful country ; but their repofe was 
difturbcd by national and tumultuous quarrels of 
the foldiers and mariners. The conqueft of Zara 
had fcattered the feeds of difcord and fcandal: 
the arms of the allies had been ftained in their 
outfet with the blood, not of infidels, but of 
Chriftians : the king of Hungary and his new 
fubje&s were thcmfelves enlifted under the banner 
of the crofs ; and the fcruples of the devout , 
were magnified by the fear or laffitude of the 
; relu&ant, pilgrims. The pope had excommuni- 

cated the falfe crufaders who had pillaged and 
maflacred their brethren 4 * , and only the marquis 
Boniface and Simon of Montfort efcaped thefe 
Jpiritual thunders ; the one by his abfence from 
the fiege, the other by his final departure from 
the camp. Innocent might abfolve the fimple 
and fubmiflive penitents of France ; but he was 
provoked by tlie ftubborn reafon of the Vene- 
tians , who refufed to confefs their guilt , to 
accept their pardon , or to allow , in their tem- 
poral concerns, the interpofition of a prieft. 
Alliance 6f the The affembly of fuch formidable powers by fea 
the Greek a °d land , had revived the hopes of young 4t 
prince , the Alexius ; and , both at Venice and Zara , he folicited 
young Aiexwi. t k e artns Q f t h e cru fadcrs , for his own reftoration 
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and his father's ,# deliverance. The royal youth chap, 
was recommended by Philip king of Germany: lx, 
his prayers and prefence excited the compaf* 
fa on of the camp; and his caufe was embraced 
and pleaded by the marquis of Montferrat and the . 
doge of Venice. A double alliance , and the dignity 
of Csefar, had conne&ed with the Imperial family 
the two elder brothers of Boniface 5I : he expe&ed 
to derive a kingdom from the important fervice; 
and the more generous ambition of Dandolo was 
eager to fecure the ineftimable benefits of trado 
and dominion that Slight accrue to his country 5 \ 
Their influence procured a favourable auciiqpCft 
for the ambaffadors of Alexius ; and if the magni- 
tude of his offers excited fome fufpicion , the 
motives and rewards which he difplayed might 
juftify the delay and diverfion of thofe forces 
which had been confecrated to the deliverance of 
Jerufalem. He prosnifed, in his * own and his 
father's name, that as foon as they fhould be 
feated on the throne of Conftantinoplf, they 
would] terminate the long fchifm of the Greeks, 
and fubmfc tbemf elves and their people to the 
lawful fupremacy of the Roman church. He en- 
gaged to recompenfe the labours and merits of 
the crufaders, by the immediate payment of two 
hundred thoufand marks of filver; to accompany 
them in perfon to Egypt ; or, if it fhould be 
judged more advantageous, to maintain, during 
a year, ten thoufand men, and, during his life , 
five hundred knights , for the fervice of the Holy 
Land. Thefe tempting conditions were accepted 
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chat, by the republic of Venice ; and the eloquence of 
lx. the doge and marquis perfuaded the counts of 
Flanders , Blois , and St. Pol , with eight barons 
of France , to join in the glorious enterprife. A 
treaty of offenfive and defen five- alliance was con- 
firmed by their oaths and feals; and each indivi- 
dual, according to his fituation and character, 
was fwayed by the hope of* public or private 
advantage; by the honour of reftoring an exiled 
monarch; or by the fincere and probable opinion, 
that their efforts in Paleftine would be fruitlefs 
and unavailing , and that theacquilision of Conftan- 
t^Cpic'ttiuit precede and prepare the recovery of 
Jerufalem; : But they were the chiefs or equals of 
a valiant band of freemen and volunteers , who 
thought; .and a&ed for themfelves : the foldiers, 
and clergy were divided ; .and, if a large majority 
fubfcribed to the alliance, the numbers and argu- 
ments' of the'diffidents were ftrong and refpe&- 
able "". The boldeft hearts were appalled by the 
report of the naval power and impregnable ftrength 
of Conftantiaople ; and their apprehenfions were 
difguifed to the world , and perhaps.to themfelves, 
by the more decent objections of religion and 
duty. They alleged thefan&ity of a vow-, which 
had drawn them from their families and homes to 
the refcue of the holy fepulchre ; nor fhould the 
dark and crooked counfels of human policy divert 
them from a purfuit, the event of which was in 
the hands of the Almighty. Their firft offence, 
the attack of Zara had been feverely punifted by 
-the reproach of their confidence and the cenfures 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 i 

of the pope ; nor would they again imbrue chap. 
their hands in the blood of their fellow-chriftians. lx. 
The apoftle of Rome had pronounced; nor would 
they ufurp the right of avenging with the fword 
the fchifm of the Greeks and the doubtful ufur* 
patidn of the Byzantinei monarch. On thefe prin- 
ciples or pretences, many - pilgrims , the mod 
diftinguifhed for their valour and piety, withdrew 
from the camp; aijd their retreat was lefs perni- 
cious than the open or fecret oppofition of a difcoa- / 
tented party , that laboured , on every occafion , 
to feparate the army and difappoint the cnterprife. 

Notwithftan^Jing this defe&ion, the departure of Voyage from 
the Beet and army was rigoroufly preffed by the ^",^ p ^ 
Venetians; whofe zeal for the fervice of the roynl a. i>. lios, 
youth concealed a juft refentment to his nation April J ~~ 
and family. They were mortified by the recent 
preference which had been given to Pifa the rival 
of their trade ;. they had a Jong arrear of debt and 
injury to liquidate with the Byzantine court; and 
Dandolo might not difcourage the popular, tale , 
that he had been deprived of Eis eyes by the,, 
emperor Manuel , who perfidioufly violated the 
fandlity of an ambaffador. A fimilar armament, 
for ages , had not rode the Adriatic : it was com- 
pofed of one hundred and twenty flat- bottomed 
veffels or palanders for the horfes; two hundred * 
and forty tranfports filled with men and arms; 
feventy ftorefhips ladeq with provifions; and fifty 
ftout gallies, well prepared for the encounter of 
an enemy *\ While the wind was favourable, the 
fky ferene , and the water fmooth , every eye was 
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chap, fixed with wonder and delight on the fcene of 
lx. military and naval pomp which overfpi'ead the 
fea. The fhields of the knights and fquires , at 
once an ornament and a defence , were arranged 
on either fide of the fhips ; thfe banners of the 
nations and families were difpjayed from the ftern; 
our modern artillery was fupplied by three hun- 
dred engines for calling /lones and darts : the 
fatigues of the way were cheered with the found 
of mufic ; and the fpirits of the adventurers were 
raifed by the mutual aflurance, that forty thoufand 
chriflian heroes were equal tothecoriqueft of the 
WWW "• In the navigation " fr®m Venice and 
Zara, the fleet was fuccefsfully (leered by the 
fkill and experience of the Venetian pilots : at 
Durazzo , the confederates firft landedton the ter- 
ritories of the Greek empire : the ifle of Corfu 
afforded a ftation and repofe^ they doubled without 
accident the perilous cape of IVlalea, the fouthern 
point of Peloponefus or the Morea; made a de- 
scent in'the iflandsofNegropont and Andros ; and 
call anchor at Abydus on the Afiatic fide of the 
Hellefpont. Thefe preludes of conqueft were eafy 
) and bloodlefs ; the Greeks of the provinces, 
without patriotism of courage , were crulhed by 
an irrefiftible force ; the prefence of the lawful 
heir might juftify their obedience; and it was 
rewarded by the modefty and difcipline of the 
Latins. As they penetrated through the Hellefpont , 
the magnitude of their navy was compreffed in a 
narrow channel; and the face of the waters was 
darkened with innumerable fails. They again 

expanded 
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expanded in the bafon of the Propontis , and chap. 
traverfed that placid fea, till they approached the wc. 
European fhore , at the abbey of St. Stephen , 
three leagues to the weftof Conftantinople. The 
prudent dogediffuaded them from difperfmg them* 
felves in a populous and hoftiJe land; and, as 
their ftock of provifions was reduced , it was 
refolved, in the feafon of harveft, to replenilh 
their ftorefhips in the fertile iflands of the Propon- 
tis. With this refolution , they directed their 
courfe; but a ftrong gale, and their own im- 
patience, drove them to the eaftward; and fo 
near did they run to the fhore and the city , that 
forne vollies of ftones and darts were exchanged 
between the fhips and the rampart. As they 
patted along , they gazed with admiration on 
the capital of the Eaft, or, as it fhould feem, 
of the earth ; rifing from her feven hills , and 
towering over the continents of Europe and x 

Afia. The fwelling domes and lofty fpires of fiv^ 
hundred palaces and churches, were gilded by the; 
fun and refleded in- the waters ; the walls were 
1 crowded with foldiers and fpedtators , whofc 
numbers they beheld , of whofe temper they werct 
ignorant ; and each heart was chilled by the re* 
fle&ion, that, fitice the beginning of the world ^ 
fuch an enterprife had never been undertaken by 
fuch an handful of warriors. But the momentary 
apprehenfion was difpelled by hope and valour ; 
and every man, fays the marfhal of Champagne , 
glanced his eyes 7 on the fword or lance which he 
muft fpeedily ufc in tlie glorious <?©nfli& s \ The 
Voh. XJL D 
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chap*. Latins caft anchor before Chalcedon ; the mariners 
U. only were left in the veffels; the foldiers , horfes* 
and arms , were fafely landed ; and , in the luxury 
of an Imperial palace , the baraas tailed the firft 
fruits of their fuccefs. On the third day , the fleet 
and army moved towards Scutary , the Afiatic 
fuburb pf Conftantinople; a detachment of five 
hundred Greek horfe was furprifed and defeated 
by fouj-fcore French knights; and in a halt of nine 
days, the camp was plentifully fupplied with 
forage and prpvifions. 

Fruitieft ne- , In relating the invafion of a great empire , it 

t^cmcror m *Y fcem ft ran £ e d»t I havc oot defcribed the 
obftacles which (hould have checked the progrefs 
of the ftrangers. The Greeks , in truth , were am 
un warlike people ; but they were rich , induftrious, 
^nd fubjedt to the will of a fingle man : had that 
man been capable of fear , when his enemies were 
at a diftanee , or of courage , when they approached 
his perfon. The firft rumour of his nephew's 
alliance with the French and Venetians was defpifed 
by the ufurper Alexius; his flatterers perfuaded 
him , that in this contempt he was bold and 
fiocere • , and each evening in the clofe of the 
banquet, he thrice difcomfited the Barbarians of 
the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been juftly terrified 
by the report of his naval power; and tfae fixteeu 
hundred fiflungboats of Conftantinople " could 
have manned a fleet, t Q fmk them in the Adriatic, 
orftop their entrance in the mouth oftheHellefpont, 
But all force may be annihilated by the negligence 
if the prince and the venality of his minifters. 
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The great duke, or admiral, made a fcandalous, chap. 
altnoft a public, au&ion of the fails, the mails, lx. 
and the rigging: the royal forefts were Teferved 
for the more important purpofe of the chace ; and 
the trees, fays Nicetas, were guarded by the 
eunuchs, like the groves of religious worfhip 5 V 
From his dream of pride , Alexius was awakened 
by the fiege of Zara and the rapid advances of the 
Latins; as foon as he faw the danger was real, 
he thought it inevitable; and his vain prefumption 
was loft in abjedt defpondency and defpair. He 
fuffered thefe contemptible Barbarians to pitch 
their camp m the fight of the palace ; and his 
apprehenfions were thinly difguifed by the pomp 
3nd menace of a fuppliant embaffy. The foVereigti 
of the Romans was aftonifhed (his ambaffadors 
were inftrudcd to fay) at the hoftile appearance 
of the ftrangers. If thefe pilgrims were fincere in 
their vow for the deliverance of Jerufalem , his 
voice muft applaud, and his treafures fhould aflift, 
their pious defign ; but ftould they dare to invade 
the fen&uary of empire , their numbers , were 
they ten times more considerable, fhould not 
prated them from his juftrefentment. The anfwer of 
the doge and barons was fimple and magnanimous. 
a In the caufe of honour and juftice , " they faid , 
a we defpife the ufurper of Greece, his threats, 
a and his offers. Our friendship and his allegiance 
a are due to the lawful heir, to the young prince 
<c who is feated among us, and to his father, the 
* emperor Ifaac , who has been deprived of his 
"fceptre, his. freedom,. and his eyes, by the crime 
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chap, <c of an ungrateful brother. Let that brother 
ix. « confefs his guilt, and implore forgivenefs, and 
cc we ourfelves will intercede , that he may be 
* permitted to live in affluence and fecurity. But 
C( let him not infult us by a fecond meffage: our 
<c reply will be made io arms, in the palace of 
a Conftantinople. " 
, Paffage of On the tenth day of their encampment at Scutari, 
thcuofyho. the crufaders prepared themfelves, as foldiers and 
July c. as cat holics , for the paffage of the Bofphorus. 
Perilous • iudeed was the adventure; the ftream 
was broad and rapid; in a calm the current of 
the Euxine might drive down the liquid and 
unextinguifhable fires of the Greeks; and the 
oppofite Ihores of Europe were defended by feventy 
thoufand horfe and foot in formidable array. On 
this memorable day , which happened to be bright 
and pleafant , the Latins were diftributed in fix 
battles or divifions; the firft, or vanguard, was 
led by the count of Flanders, one of the moft 
powerful of the Chriftian princes in the (kill and 
number of his crofs-bows. The four fucceflive 
battles of the French were commanded by his 
brother Henry, the counts of St. Pol and Blois, 
and Matthew of Montmorency, the laft of whom 
was honoured by the voluntary fervice of the 
marfhal and nobles of Champagne. Th£ fixth 
divifion, the rear -guard and referve of the army, 
was conducted by the marquis of Montferrat , at 
the head of the Germans and Lombards. The 
chargers, faddled, with their long caparifons 
dragging on the ground, were tmbarked in the 
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flat palanders '*; and the knights flood by the fide c h a r« 
of their horfes, in complete armour, their helmets lx. 
laced, and their lances in their hands. Their 
numerous train oifcrjtants 4l and archers occupied 
the tranfports ; and each tranfport was towed 
by the ftrength and fwiftnefs of a galley. The 
fix divifions traverfed the Bolphorus , without 
encountering an enemy or an obftacle; to land 
the foremoft was the wifh , to conquer or die was 
the refolution, of every divifion and of every 
foldier. Jealous of the pre-eminence of danger, 
the knights in their heavy armour leaped into the 
fea, when it rofe as high as their girdle; the 
ferjeants and archers were -animated by their 
valour; and the fquires, letting down the draw- 
bridges of the palanders, led the horfes to the 
ihore. Before the fquadrons could mount, and 
form , and couch their lances , the feventy thoufand 
Greeks had vaniftied from their fight; the timid 
Alexius gave the example to his troops ; and it 
was only by the plunder of his rich pavilions 
.that the Latins were informed that they had fought 
againft aty emperor. In the firft confirmation o£ 
the flying enemy , they refolved by a double attack 
to open the entrance of the harbour. The tower 
of Galata # \ in the fuburb of Pera, w;as attacked 
and ftormed by the French , while the Venetian* 
aflumed the more difficult taflc of forcing the boom 
or chain that was ftretched from that tower to. 
the Byzantine ihore. After fome fruitlefs, attempts , 
their intrepid perfeverance prevailed: twenty Ihips 
of war, the relics of the Grecian navy, were 
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chap, cither funk or taken : the enormous and mafl/ 
lx. links of iron were cut afunder by the fbears, or 
broken by the weight, of the gallies *'; and the 
Venetian fleet , fafe and triumphant , rpde at anchor 
in the port of Conftantinople. By thefe daring 
achievements, a remnant of twenty thoufand 
Latins folicited the licence of befieging a capital 
which contained above four hundred thoufand 
inhabitants' 4 , able, though not willing, to bear 
arms in the defence of their country. Such an 
account would indeed fuppofe a population bf 
near two millions ; but whatever abatement may 
be required in the numbers of the Greeks , the 
belief of thofe numbers will equally exalt the 
fearlefs fpirit of their affailants. 
Fhft fie*e In the choice of the attack , the French and 

" c c n 3f Venetians were divided by their habits of life 
nopie by the and warfare. The forabei* affirmed with truth, 
j'u| in *l-i8 that Conftantinople was moft acceffible on the 
fide of the fea and the harbour. The latter 
might affert with honour, that they had long 
enough tnifted their lives and fortunes to a frail . 
bark and a precarious eletneitt * and Jotidly de- 
manded a trial of knighthood , a firm ground , 
. and a clofe oiifet , either on foot 0r horfeback. 
After a prudent comproroife, of employing the 
t*ro nations by fea and land, irt the fervkef beft 
foited to their cbaraAcf , the flee* covering th* 
army , they both proceeded frAtft the entrance to 
the extremity of the harbour i the ftoM bridge 
% of the river was haftily repaired; ancl the fix 
battles of the French formed their entampifien€ 
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againft the front of the capital , the balis of the char 
tw&ngle which runs about four miles from the tx. 
port to the Propontis *\ On the edge of a broad 
ditch, at the foot of a lofty rampart, they had 
leifure to contemplate the difficulties of their en- 
terprise. The gates to the right and left of their 
narrow camp poured forth frequent Tallies of 
cavalry and light-infantry , which cut off their 
ftragglers , fwept the country of -provifions, 
founded the alarm five or fix times in the courfe 
of each day, and compelled them to plant a pal- 
Jifade, and fink an entrenchment, for their im- 
mediate fafety. In the fupplies and convoys the 
-Venetians had been too fparing , or the Franks 
too voracious : the ufual complaints of hunger 
and fcarcity were heard, and perhaps felt: their, 
ftock of flour would be exhaufted in three weeks; 
and their difguft of fait meat tempted them to tafte 
the flefh of their horfes. The trembling' ufurper 
was fupported by Theodore Lafcaris', his fon-iri- 
law,a valiant youth, who afpired to fave and 
to rule his country ; the Greeks, regardlcfc of that 
country, were awakened to the defence of their 
religion ; but their firmed hope was in the ftrength 
and fpirit of the Varangian guards, of the Danes 
andEnglifh, as they are named in the writers of 
the times*'. After ten days inceflant labour, the 
ground was levelled y the ditch filled , the ap- 
proaches ofc the befiegers were regularly made, 
and two hundred and fifty engines of aflfoult exer- 
cifed their various powers to clear the rampart, 
to batter the walls, and to fap the foundation* 
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chap. On the firft appekrance of a breach, the fcaling- 
lx. ladders were applied: the numbers that defended 
the vantage ground repulfed and oppreffed the 
adventurous Latins; but they admired the refolu- 
tion of fifteen kdights and ferjeants, who had 
gained the afcent, and maintained their perilous 
ftation till they -were precipitated or made prifon- 
*rs by, the Imperial guards. On the fide of the 
harbour the naval attack was more fuccefsfulfy 
condu<3ted by the Venetians; and that induftrious 
people employed every refource that was known 
and pradiifed before the invention of gunpowder. 
A double line , three bow-fhots in front , was 
formed by the gallics and fhips ; and the fwift . 
motion of the former was fupported by the 
weight and loftinefs of the latter, whofe decks, 
and poops, and turrets, were the platforms of 
- military engines, that difcharged their (hot over 
the heads of the firft line. The foldiers, who 
leaped from the gallies on fhore , immediately 
planted and afcended their fcaling-ladders , while 
the large fhips, advancing more flowly into the 
intervals , and lowering a draw-bridge , opened 
a way through the air from their roads to the 
rampart. In the midft of the conflid, the doge, 
a venerable and confpicuous form, ftood aloft 
in complete armour on the prow of his galley. 
The great ftandard of St. Mark was difplayed 
.before him; his threats, promifes, and exhorta- 
tions, urged the diligence of the . rowers ; his 
veffel was the firft that (truck ; and Dandolo 
i^as the firft warrior on<the /hore. .The nations 
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admired the magnanimity of the blind old man, chap. 
without refleding that his age and infirmities lx. 
diminished the price of life , and enhanced the 
value of immortal glory. On a fudderi , by an 
inviftble hand (for the ftandard-bearer was pro- 
bably flain ) , tine banner of the republic was fix- 
ed on the rampart : twenty -five towers were 
rapidly occupied; and, by the cruel expedient of 
lire , the Greeks were driven from the adjacent 
quarter. The doge had difpatched the intelligence • 
of his fuccefc, when he was checked by the danger 
of his confederates. Nobly declaring that he 
would rather die with the pilgrims than gain a 

, vidlory by their deftrudlion , Dandolo relinquifli- 
cd his advantage, recalled bis troops, and haften- 
ed to the fcene of a&ion. He found the fix weary 
diminutive battles of the French encompaffed by 
fixty fquadrons of the Greek cavalry , the leaft of 
which was more numerous than the largeft of 
their divifions. Shame and defpair had provoked 
Alexius to the laft effort of a general fally; 
but he was awed by the firm order and manly 

'afpeft of the Latins ; and , after fkirmifhing at a 
diftance , withdrew his troops in the clofe of the 
evening. The filence or tumult of the night 
exafperated his fears ; and the timid ufurper , col- 
lecting a treafure of ten thoufand pounds of gold, 
bafely deferted his wife, his people , and his for- 
tune; threw himfelf into a bark, ftole through 
the Bofphorus, and landed in fhameful fafety in 
an obfcure harbour of Thrace. As foon as they 
were apprifed of his flight , the Greek nobles 
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chap, fought pardon and peace in the dungeon where 
lx. the blind Ifaac expe&cd each hour the vifit of 
the executioner. Again laved and exalted by the 
viciffitudes of fortune , . the captive in his Impe- 
rial robes was replaced on the throne, and fur- 
rounded with proftrate flaves, whofc real terror 
and affected joy he was incapable of difcerning. 
At the dawn of day , hoftilities were fufpended; 
and the Latin chiefs were furprifed by a melfage 
from the lawful and reigping emperor, who was 
impatient to -embrace his fon and to reward his 
generous deliverers * 7 . 
Refiorariom But thefe generous deliverers were unwilling to 
«f the empe. rcleafc their hoftage , till they bad obtained from 

ror Ifaac An- . © * ' 

geius,a»uihisbjs father the payment, or £t leaft the promife, 
fon Alexius, <jf eheir recompence. They chofe four ambaffa- 
dors, Matthew of Montmorency , our hiftorian 
the mavf&ai of Champagne , and two Venetians , 
to congfatukte the emperor. The gates were 
thrown open on their approach , the ftreets on 
both fides .were lined with the battle axes of the 
Daniflh and Englifb guard : the prefence-chamber 
glittered with gold and jewels , the falfe fubfti- 
tutei of virtue and power; by the fide of the 
blind Ifaac , his wife was featecf , the fifter of the 
king of Hungary; and by her appearance, the 
noble matrons of Greece were drawn from they 
domeftic retirement , and mkgled with the circle 
of fehators and foldier*. The Latins , by the 
mouth of the marihal , fpokft lrke men , cou- 
fcious of their merits , but who fefpe^Sted the 
work of their own hands j and the emperor 
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dearly underftood , that his foil's engagements chap. 
with Venice and the pilgrims muft* be ratified lx. 
without hefitation &r delay. Withdrawing into 
a private chamber with the emprefs , a chamber- 
lain , an interpreter , and the four ambafladors , 
the father of young Alexius enquired with fome 
anxiety into the nature of his ftipulations. The 
fubmiffion of the Eaftern empire to the pope, the 
fuccour of the Holy Land , and a prefent con- 
tribution of two hundred thoufand marks of 
filver — a Thefe conditions are weighty," was 
his prudent rejMy ; cc they are hard to accept , 

* and difficult to perform. But no conditions can- 
a exceed the meafure of your fervices and de- 

* ferts. " After this fatisfadlory aflurance , the 
barons mounted on horfeback, and introduced 
the heir of Conftantinople to the city and palace : 
his youth and marvellous adventures engaged 
every heart in his favour , and Alexius was fo- 
lemnly crowned with his father in the- dome of 
St. Sophia. In the firft days of his reign, the 
people, already bleffed with the reftoration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 
fcataftrophe of the tragedy ; and the difcontent of 
the noble* , their regret , And their fears , were 
covered by the polifhed fufface of pleafure and 
loyalty. The mixture of two difedrdant nations 
in the fame capital, wight have been pregnant 
with mifchief and danger ; and the fuburb of 
Galata, or Pera, was affigned for the quarters of 
the French and Venetians. But the liberty 
of trade ami familiar intercourfe was allowed 
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chap* between the friendly nations ; and each day the 
lx* pilgrims were tempted by devotion or curiofity 
to vifit the churches and palaces of Conftanti- 
nople. Their rude minds , infenfible perhaps of 
the finer arts , were aftonifhed by the magnificent 
fcenery : and the poverty of their 'native towns 
enhanced the populoufnefs and riches of the firft 
metropolis of Chriftendom *\ Defcending from 
his ftate , young Alexius was prompted by in- 
tereft and gratitude to repeat his frequent and 
familiar vifits to his Latin allies ; and in the 
freedom of the table, the gay petulance of the 
French fometimes forgot the emperor of the 
Eaft # \ In their more ferious conferences , it was 
agreed , that the re-union of the two churches 
muft be the refult of patience and time ; but 
avarice was lefs tradable than - zeal ; and a large 
fum was inftantly difburfed to appeafe the wants, 
and filence the importunity , of the crufaders 7 \ 
Alexius was alarmed by the approaching hoUf of 
their departure: their abfence might have relieved 
him from the engagement which he was yet in- 
capable of performing ; but his friends would 
^ have left him, naked and alone, to the caprice 
and prejudice of a perfidious nation. He wilhed 
to bribe their ftay , the delay of a year, by un- 
dertaking to defray their expence , and to fatisfy , 
in their name , the freight of the Venetian veffels. 
The offer was agitated in the council of the 
barons ; and , after a repetition of their debates 
and fcruples , a majority of votes again acquiefced 
in the advice of the doge and the prayer of 'the 
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young emperor. At the price of fixteen hundred chap. 
pounds of gold , he prevailed on the marquis of ix» 
Montferrat to lead him with an army round the- 
provinces of Europe ; to eftablifh his authority, 
and purfue his uncle, while Conftantinople was 
awed by the prefence of Baldwin and his con- 
federates of France and Flanders. The expedition 
was fuccefsful; the blind emperor exulted in the 
fuccefs of his arms, and liftened to the predictions 
of his flatterers , that the fame Providence which 
Jiad raifed him from the dungeon to the throne, 
would heal his gout, reftore his fight, «nd watch 
over the long profperity of his reign. Yet the 
mind of the fufpicious old man was tormented , 

by the rifmg glories of his Ton: nor could his 
pride conceal from his envy , that , while his 
own name was pronounced in faint and reluct- 
ant acclamations , the royal youth was the 
theme of fpontaneous and universal praife ". 

By the recent invafion , the Greeks were awa- Quarrel of 
kened from a dream gf nine centuries; from. the ** ?"*** 
vain prefumption that tne capital of the Roman 
. empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The 
ftrangers of the Weft had violated the city, and / 

bellowed the fceptre , of Conftantine : their Im- 
perial clients foon became as unpopular as them- 
felvqs : the well-known vices of Ifaac were 
rendered ftill more contemptible by his infirmities; 
and the young Alexiu$ was hated as an apellate 
who had renounced the manners and religion of 
his country. His fecret covenant with the Latins 
W*s divulged 9r lufpeded ; the people , an<| 
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chap, efpecially the clergy , were devoutly attached to 
lx. their faith and fuperftition ; and every convent , 
and every (hop , refounded with the danger of 
the church and the tyranny of the pope 7 \ An 
empty treafury could ill fupply the demands of 
regal luxury and foreign extortion : the Greeks 
xefufed to avert, by a general tax, the impend- 
ing evils of fervitude and pillage; the oppref- 
fion of the rich excited a more dangerous and 
perfonal refentment; and if the emperor melted 
the plate , and defpoiled the images , of the fane- 
tuary , he feemed t& juftify the complaints of 
herefy and facrilege. During the abfence of 
marquis Boniface and his Imperial pupil , Con- 

, ftantinople was vifited with a calamity which 

might be juftly imputed to the zeal and indif- 
cretion of the Flcmifh pilgrims 7J . In one of their 
vifits to the city , they were fcandalized by the 
afped of a mofch or fynagogue, in which ot\€ 
Cod was worshipped 9 without a partner or a 
fon. Their effe&ual mocJe of controverfy was 
to attack the infidels with the fword , and their 
habitation with fire : but the infidels , and fome 
Chriftian neighbours , presumed to defend tlheir 
lives and properties ; and the flames which bigotry 
had kindled copfumed the moft orthodox apd 
innocent ftru&ures. During eight days and nights, 
the conflagration fpread above a league in front, 
from the harbour to the Propontis , over the 
thickeft and mod populous regions of the city. 
It is not eafy to count the (lately churches and 
palaces that were reduced to-a fmoking ruin , to 
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value the merchandise that perifhed in the trading chap, 
ftreets, or to number the families that were in- lx.. 
volved in the common deftrudion. By this out* 
rage, s -which the doge and the barons in vain 
affeded to difclaim , tHe name ofc the Latins be- 
came ftill more unpopular; and the colony of , 
that nation, above fifteen thoufand perfons, con-' 
fulted their fafety in a hafty retreat from the city 
to the protection of their ftandard in the fuburb 
of Pera. The emperor returned in triumph; but 
the firmeft and moft dextrous policy would have 
been inefficient to fteer him through- the tempeft, 
which overwhelmed the perfon and government 
of that unhappy youth. His own inclination , 
and his father's advice , attached him to his 
beuefadors ; but Alexius hefitated between gra- 
titude and patriotifm, between the fear ofe his 
fubjeds and of his allies 74 . By his feeble and 
fluduating condud he loft the efteem and con- 
fidence of both ; and , while he mvitcd the 
marquis of Montferrat to occupy the palace , he 
foffered the nobles to confpire, and the people 
to arm , for the deliverance of their country.' 
Regardlefs of his painful fituation , the Latin 
chiefs repeated their demands , rcfentfed his de- 
lays , fufpeded his intentions , and exaded a de- 
cifive anfwer of peace or war. The haughty 
fummons was delivered by three French knights 
and three Venetian deputies , who girded 
their fwords , mounted their horfes, pierced' 
through the angry multitude, and entered with' 
a fearlefs countenance the palace and prefencc of. 
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chap* the Greek emperor. In a peremptory tone , 
lx. they recapitulated their fervices and his engage- 
ments ; and boldly declared, that unlefs their jult 
claims were fully and immediately fatisfied , they 
ihould no longy hold him either as a Sovereign 
or a friend. After tfiis defiance , the firft that 
had ever wounded an Imperial ear, they departed 
without betraying any fymptoms of fear ; but 
th$ir efcap? from a fervile palace and a furious 
city aftonilhed the ambaffadors themfelves ; and 
their return to the camp was the fignal of mu- 
tual hoftility. 
The war re- Among the Greeks, all authority and wifdom 
iiewed, ^ were overborne by the impetuous multitude, who 
' QTiRook their rage for valour, their numbers for 

ftrength, and their fanaticifm for the fupport and 
uifpi*ation*of Heaven. In the eyes of both nations 
. Alexius was falfe and contemptible : the bafe and 
fpurious race of the Angeli was reje&ed with cla- 
morous difdain ; and the people of Conftantinople 
encompaffed the fenate, to demand at their hands a 
more worthy emperor. To every fenator, confpicu- 
ous by his birth or dignity, they fucceffively ppe- 
fented the purple : by each fenator the deadly gar- 
ment was repulfed: the conteft lafted three days; 
and we may learn from the hiftorian Nicetas, one 
• of the members of the affembly, that fear and 
>yeaknefs were the guardians of their loyalty. A 
phantom, who vanifhed in oblivion, was for- 
cibly proclaimed by the crowd 75 ; but the author 
of the tumult, and the leader* of the war , was 3 
prince of the houfe of Ducas ; and his coramoa 

appellation 
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appellation of Alexius muft be difcriminated by chap. 

the epithet of Mourzoufle 7 \ which in the vulgar lx. 

idiom expreffed the clofe jun&ion of his black 

and Ihaggy eye -brows. At once a patriot and a 

courtier, the perfidious Mourzoufle, whc* was 

not deftitute of cunning and courage, oppofed 

the Latins both in fpeech and a&ion, inflamed 

the paffions and prejudices of the Greeks , and 

infinuated himfelf into the favour and confidence 

pf Alexius, who trufted him with the office of 

great chamberlain , and tinged his buflkins with 

the colours of royalty. At the dead of night he 

rufhed into the bed-chamber with an affrighted 

afped, exclaiming, that the palace was attacked 

by the people and ^betrayed by the guards. 

Starting from his couch , the unfufpeding prince 

threw himfelf into the arms of his enemy, who 

had contrived his efcape by a private Jftaircafc. 

But that ftaircafe terminated in a prifon; Alexius 

was feized, ftripped, and loaded with chains; 

and 1 after tailing forae days the bitternefs of 

death , he was poifcned , or ftrangled , or 

beaten with clubs, a( the command, and in 

the prefence , of the tyrant. The emperor Ifaac Alexins *n* 

Angelu* foon followed his fon to the grave, and J^"*" 

Mourzoufle, perhaps, might fpare the fuperfluous Mourzoufle, 

crime of haftening the extinction of impotence Februar y *• 

and blindnefs. 

The death of the emperors, and the .ufurpation Second flege, 
of Mourzoufle, had changed the nature of the ip"J£ ry ~~ 
quarrel. It was no longer the difagreementof allied 
who overvalued their fcrvices, civ aegleded their 
Vol- XI. " E . - 
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chap, obligations : the French and Venetians forgot their 
IX. complaints againft Alexius, dropt a tear on the 
untimely fate of their companion, and fwore re* 
venge againft the perfidious nation who had 
crowned his affaffin. Yet the prudent doge was 
ftill inclined to negociate ; he aflced as a debt , a 
fubfidy, or a fine, fifty thoufand pounds of gold, 
about two millions fterling ; nor would the con- 
ference have been abruptly broken , if the zeal , 
or policy, of Mourzoufle had not refufed to fa- 
crifice the Greek church to the fafety of the 
ftate 77 . A mid ft the invedtives of his foreign and 
domeftic enemies , we may difcern , that he was 
not unworthy of the chara&er which he had af- 
fumed , of the public champion : the fecond fiege 
of Conftantinople was far more laborious than 
the firft; the treafury was replenifhed, and dis- 
cipline was reftored , by a fevere inquifition into 
the abufes of the former reign ; and Mourzoufle , 
an iron mace In his hand, vifiting the ports, and 
affeding the port and afpedl of a warrior, was an 
objed of terror, to hisfdldiers, at leaft, an4 to 
his kinfmen. Before and after the death of 
Alexius , the Greeks made two vigorous and 
well- conducted attempts to burn the navy in the 
harbour; but the fkill and courage of the Vene- 
tians repulfed the fire-fhips; and the vagrant 
flames wafted themfelves without injury in the 
fea 7i . In a nodhirnal fally , the Greek emperor 
was vanquished: by Henry, brother of the count 
of Flanders : the advantages of number and fur- 
prife aggravated the (hame of his defeat; his 
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buckler was found on the field of battle; and the cha p. 
Imperial ftandard 7 ', a divine image of the Virgin, lx. 
was prefented, as a trophy and a relic, to the 
Ciftercian monks, the difciplesof St. Bernard. Near 
three months, without excepting the holy feafon of 
Lent, were confumed in fkirmifhes and preparati- 
ons, before the Latins were ready or refolved for a 
general affault. The land -fortifications had been 
found impregnate; and the Venetian pilots re- 
presented, that, on the fhore of the Propontis, 
the anchorage was unfafe, and the fliips mud be 
driven by the current far away to the ftreights of the 
Hellefpont; a profpedt not unpleafing to the re- 
ludlant pilgrims, who fought every opportunity , 
of breaking the army. From the harbour, there- 
fore , the affault was determined by the affailants, 
and expected by the befieged ; and the emperor 
had placed his fcarlet pavilions on a neighbour- 
ing height, to diredl and animate the efforts of 
bis troops. A fearlefs fpedtator , whofe mind 
could entertain the ideas of pomp and pleafure, 
might have admired the long array of two em- 
battled armies, which extended above half a 
league, the one on the {hips and gallies, the 
other on the walls and towers raifed above the 
ordinary level by feveral ftages of wooden tur- 
rets. Their firft fury was /pent in the difcharge 
of darts, (tones, and fire, from the engines; but 
the water was deep ; the French were bold; the 
Venetians were fkilful; they approached the 
walls; and a defperate conflid of fwords, fpears, 
and battle-axes, was fought on the trembling 
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CHifp. bridges that grappled the floating, to the ftable, 
ix. batteries. In more than an ^hundred places, the 
iflault was ufrged , and the defence was fuftained ; 
till the'fuperiority of gronnd and numbers finally 
prevailed, and the Latin trumpets founded a re- 
treat. On the erifuingday, the attack was renewed 
-with equal vigour and a fimifer event; and, in 
(he night, the doge and the barons held a coun- 
cil, apprehenfive only for the public danger: not 
a Voice pronounced tire words of efcape or treaty ; 
and each warrior, according to hV^emper, em- 
braced the hope of vi&ory or the affurance of a 
glorious death "\ By the experience of the for- 
trier iiege, the Greeks were inftru&ed, but the 
Latins were animated; and the knowledge, that 
Coriftantinqple might betaken, -was of more avail 
than the local precautions Vhich that knowledge 
had infpired for its defence. In the -third afifault, 
1 two fihips were linked together to double their 
ftrength; a ftrong north wind drove them on the 
fhore; the i)ifliops of Troycs and Soiffons led 
the van; and the aufpicious names of the pilgrim 
r and' the paradifc refounded along the Hne ". The 
epifcopal Tenners were difplayed on the walls; 
an hundred marks of filver had been promifed 
to the firft adventurers ; and if their reward was 
intercepted by death, their names have been im- 
iffortiflifed by fame. Four to*wers were fcaled; 
three gates were burft open ; and the* French 
lenights, wlio might tremble on the waves, fch 
themfelves invincible on horfeback on the folid 
ground Shall I relate that the thoufands who 
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guarded the emperor's perfon fled on the ap- c l a s. 
proach and before the fence of a< fingle warrior ? uc 
Their ignominious flight is attefted by their 
countryman Nicetas ; an army of phantoms 
marched with the French herc^, and he was mag- 
nified to a giaat in the tyts of the Greeks *\ 
While the fugitives deferted their pofts and caft 
away their auras, the Latins filtered the city 
tinder the banners- of their leaders; the ftreets aad 
gates opened for theifi paffage, and either defign. 
or accident kindled a thii;d conflagration , which 
eonfumed in a few hours the ragafure of. three of: 
the largeft cities of f ranee **l ki the dole of 
evenings the barons checked tfceir troops- and 
fortified their ftations; they were awed by the 
extent and populoufaefc ef the capitals which 
might yet require the labour of a month , if; the 
churches and palaces were con fcious of their in* 
ternal ftrengtk But m the morning r a fuppliant 
proceflion r with croffes anti images-, announced 
the fubmiffioAof the Greeks* and* deprecated the 
wrath of the conquerors: the ufwper- efcaged - 
through the golden gate; the palaces ofBlachemx 
and Boucokon were occupied by the count of 
Flanders and the marquis of Montferrat; and 
the empire which ftill bore the name of Conftan- 
•tine, and the title of Remark was tubveried bjr 
the arms of the Latin pilgrims**: 

Conftantiaopie had been taken byftormvandno W«gi ©p 
reftraints,. except thofe of religion and humanity, £™ ftftntuto - 
were irapofed on the conquerors by the laws of 
war^ Boniface marquis ©£ Montferrat dill aded 
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chap, as their general; ahd the Greeks, who revered 
ix. his name as that of their future fovereign , were 
heard to exclaim in a lamentable tone , " Holy 
cc marquis -king, have mercy upon us!" His 
prudence or compaffion opened the gates of jthe 
city to the fugitives ; and he exhorted the fol- 
diers of the crofs to fpare the lives of their fel- 
low -Chriftians. The ftreams of blood that flow 
down the pages of Nicetas , may be reduced to 
the flaughter of two thoufand of his unrefifting 
countrymen f * ; and the greater part was maffa- 
cred, not by the ftwqgers, but by the Latins, 
who had been driven fr#m the city , and who 
exercifed the tfevenge of a triumphant fadion. 
Yet of thefe exiles, fome were lefs mindful of 
injuries than of benefits; and Nicetas himfelf was 
indebted for his fafety to the generofity of a Ve- 
netian merchant. Pope Innocent the third accufes 
the pilgrims of refpe&ing, in their luft, neither 
age nor fex, nor religious profeffion; and bit- 
terly laments that the deeds of darkhefs, fornica- 
tion j adultery, and inceft, were perpetrated in 
open day ; and that noble matrons and holy nuns 
were polluted by the grooms and peafants of the 
Catholic camp". It is indeed probable that the 
licence of vi&ory prompted and covered a mul- 
titude of fins; but it is certain, that the capita) 
of the Eaft contained a dock of venal or willitig 
beauty, fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty 
thoufand pilgrims; and female prifoners were no 
longer fubjedl to the right or abufe of domeftic 
flavcry. The marquis of Moniferrat was the 
patron of difcipline and decency; the count of 
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Flanders was the mirrour of chattily: they had chap. 
forbidden , under pain of death , the rape of mar- tx. 
ried women , or virgins , or nuns ; and the pro- 
clamation was fometimes invoked by the van- 
quifhed ,7 and refpedted by the vi&ors. Their 
cruelty and <luft v were moderated by the autho- 
rity of the chiefs, and feelings of the foldiers; 
for we are no longer defcribing an irruption of 
the northern favages ; and however ferocious 
they might dill appear , time , policy , and reli- 
gion, had civilized the manners of the French, 
and dill more of the Italians. But a free fcope 
was allowed to their avarice, which was glut- 
ted, even in the holy week, by the pillage of 
Conftantinople. The right of vidtory, unfhack- 
led by any promife or treaty, had confiscated 
the public and private wealth of the Greeks; and 
every hand, according to its fize and ftrength, 
might lawfully execute the fentence anfl . feize 
the forfeiture. A portable and univeffal (buul- 
ard of exchange was found in the coined Md 
uncoined metals of gold and filver, which each 
captor at home or abroad might convert into 
the poffeflions moft fuitable to his temper and 
fituation. Of the treafures, which trade and 
luxury had accumulated, the filks, velvets, furs, 
the gems , fpices , and rich moveables , were the 
moft precious, as they could not be procured for 
money in the ruder countries of Europe. An Divifion of 
order of rapine was inftituted ; nor was the (hare of the * 0l! ' 
each individual abandoned to induftry or chance. 
Under the tremendous penalties of perjury, 

E 4 
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chap, excommunication and death , the. Latins were 
ix. bound to deliver their plunder into the common 
ftock : three churches were fele&ed for the de- 
£ofit and diftribution of the fpoil : a fingle fhare 
was allotted to a foot foldier ; tyo for a ferjeant 
on horfeback; four to a knight: and large? pro- 
portions according to the rank and m£rit of the 
barons and princes. For violating this facred 
engagement, a knight belonging to the count of 
♦ St. Pol was hanged with his fhield and coat of 
-arms round his neck: his example might render 
fimilar offenders more artful and difcreet; but 
avarice was more powerful than fear; and it is 
generally believed, that the fecret far exceeded 
the acknowledged plunder. Yet the magnitude of 
the prize furpaffed the largeft fcale of experience 
or expectation ". After the whole had been 
x equally divided betwdin the French and Vene- 
tians, fifty thoufand marks were dedu&ed to 
fjfcsfy the debts of the former and the demands 
cP|)ic latter. The refidue of the French amounted 
to four hundred thoufand marks of filver 8 \ 
about eight hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling; 
nor can I better appreciate the value of that fum 
in the public and private tranfadtions of the age , 
than by defining it as feven times the annual re- 
venue of the kingdom of England # \ 
M.rery of the In this great revolution we enjoy the fingular 
Gneiu, felicity of comparing the narratives of Villehar- 
douin and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
marJhal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena* 
tor *\ At the firft view it fhould feem that the 
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wealth of Conftantinople was only transferred chap. 
from one nation to another; and that the lofs lx. 
and forrow of the Greeks is exa&ly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
miferable account of war, the gain is never equi- 
valent to the lofs, # the pleafure to the pain: the 
fmiles of the Latins were tranfient and fallacious; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country; and their real calamities were aggravated 
by facrilege and mockery. What benefits accrued 
to the conquerors from the three fires which an- 
nihilated fo vaft a portion of the buildings and 
riches of the city ? What a ftock of fuch things, 
as could neither be ufed nor transported , was 
malicioufly or wantonly deftroyed ? How much 
treafure was idly wafted in gaming , debauchery,^ 
and riot,? And what precious objeds were bar- 
tered for a vile price by the impatience or ignor- 
ance of the foldiers , whofe reward was ftolen by 
the bafe induftry of the laft of the Greeks ? Thofe 
alone, who had nothing to lofe, might derive 
fome profit from the revolution ; but the mifery 
of the upper ranks of fociety is ftrongly painted 
in the perfonal adventures of Nicetas himfelf. His 
ftately palace had been reduced to afibes in the 
fecond conflagration ; and the fenator , with his 
family and friends, found an obfcure flicker in 
another houfe which he pofleffed near thf church 
of St. Sophia. It was the door of this mean habit- 
ation that his friend the Venetian merchant 
guarded in the difguife of a foldier, till Nicetas 
could favc, by a precipitate flight, the relics of 
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chap, his fortune and the chaftity of his daughter. Ia 
xx. a cold wintry feafon, thefe fugitives, nurfed in 
the lap of profpejity, departed on foot; his wife 
was with child; the defertion of their flaves com- 
pelled them to carry their baggage on their own 
ihoulders; and their women u whom they placed 
in the centre , were exhorted to conceal their 
beauty with dirt ,. inftead of adorning it with 
paint and jewels. Every ftep was expofed to 
infult and danger : the threats of the ftraugers 
were lefs painful than the. taunts of the plebeians, 
with whom they were now levelled ; nor did the 
exiles breathe in fafety till their mournful pilgrim- 
age was concluded at Selymbria, above forty 
miles from the capital. On the way they over- 
took the patriarch, without attendance and almoft 
without apparel, riding on an afs, $nd reduced 
to a ftate of apoftolical poverty , which , had it 
been voluntary, might perhaps have been meri- 
torious. In thd mean while, his defolate churches 
were profaned by the licentioufnefs and party 
moltT ana zcal o{ *** Latins. After dripping the gems and 
pearls, they converted the chalices into drinking* 
cups ; their tables , on which they gamed and 
feafted, were covered with the pidures of Chrift 
and the faints; and they trampled under foot the 
moft venerable obje&s of the Chriftian worfhip. 
In the cathedral* of St. Sophia, the ample veil of 
the fanduary was rent afunder for the fake of 
the golden fringe; and the altar, a monument 
of art and riches, was broken in pieces and fhared 
among the captors. Their mules and horfes were 
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laden with the wrought filver and gilt carvings, CHia, 
which they tore down from the doors and pulpit; uc. 
and if the beafts fturabled under the burthen, ^ 
they were ftabbed by their impatient drivers, and 
the holy pavement ftreamed with their impure 
blood. A proftitute was feated on the throne of 
the patriarch; and that daughter of Belial, as fhe 
is ftyled, Jung and danced in the church, to 
ridicule the hymns and proceffions of the Orientals, 
Nor were the repofitories of the royal dead fecure 
from violation : in the church of the apoftlep , the 
tombs of the emperors were rifled ; and it is faid, 
that after fix centuries the corpfe of Juftinian was 
found without any figns of decay or putrefaction. / 
In the ftreets, the French and Flemings clothed 
themfelves and their hprfes in painted robes and 
flowing head-drefles Of linen ; and the coarfe in- 
temperance of their feafts •* infulted thevfplendid 
fobriety of the Eaft. To expofe the arms of a 
people of fcribes and fcholars, they affedled to 
difplay a pen , an ink-horn , and a flheet of paper, , 
without difcerning that the inftruments of fcience 
and valour were alike feeble and ufelefs in the 
hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encouraged Dcftmaion of 
them , however, to defpife the ignorance, and to thc ftaluCi - 
overlook the progrefe , of the Latins ". In the 
love of the arts, the national difference was ftiil 
more obvious and real ; the Greeks preferved 
with reverence the works of their anceftors, which 
they could pot imitate; and, in the deftrudion 
of the ftatues of Conftantinopie, we are provoked 
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MAT, to join in the complaints and invcftives of the 
liX. Byzantine hiftofian f \ We have feen how the 
riling city was adorned by the vanity and defpot- 
ifm of the Imperial founder: in the ruins of pagan* 
ifm, fome gods and heroes were faved from the 
axe of fuperftition ; and the forum and hippodrome 
\trere dignified with the relics of a better age. Se- 
veral of tbefe are defcribed by Nicetas ", in a 
florid and affeded ftyle; and, from his defcrip- 
tions, I {hall feled fome intercfting particulars. 
I. The victorious charioteers were caft in bronze, 
at their own, or the public, charge, and fitly 
placed in the hippodrome : they flood aloft in 
their chariots, wheeling round the goal; the fpec- 
tators could admire their attitude f and judge of 
the refemblance; arid of thefe figures, the raoft 
perfedt might have been tranfported from the 
Olympic ftadium. 2. The fphynx, river horfe, 
and crocodile, denote the climate and manufac- 
ture of Egy^pt, and the fpoils of that ancient pro- 
x vince. 3. The fhe-wolf fuckling Romulus and 

Remus; a fubjed alike pleafing to the old and the 
new Romans; but which could rarely be treated 
before the decline of the Greek fculpture, 4. An 
eagle holding and tearing a ferpent in his talons; 
a domeftic monument of the Byzantines , which 
they afcribed, not to a human artift, but to the 
magic power of the philofopher Apollonius, who, 
by this talifman , delive/ed the city from fuch 
venomous reptiles. 5. An afs and his driver; 
which were erefted by Auguftus in his colony 
of Nicopolis , to commemorate a verbal omen of 
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the vi<ftory of Allium. 6. An equeftrian ftatue; chap. 
which palled , in the vulgar opinion, for Jofhua, tx. 

tj Jewifli conqueror , ftretching out his hand to 
p the courfe of the defcending fun. A more 
claffical tradition recogtiifed the figures of BeU 
lerophon and Pegafus; and the free attitude of 
the fteed feemed to mark that he trod on air, 
rather than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty 
obelifk of brafs; the fides were embofled with a 
variety of pidturefque and rural fcenes : birds 
finging ; nifties labouring , or playing on their 
pipes; fheep bleating; lambs (kipping; the fea, 
and a fcene of fifh and fiftring; little naked cupids 
laughing, playing, and pelting each other with v 
apples; and, on the fummit, a female figure 
turning with the flighted breath , and thence 
denominated the win&s attendant. 8 The Phrygian 
fhepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of beauty, 
the apple of difcord. 9. The incomparable ftatue 
of Helen; which is delineated by Nicetas in the 
words of admiration and love : her well-turned 
feet , fnowy arms , rofy lips , bewitching fmiles , 
fwimming eyes, arched eye-brows, the harmpny 
of her ihape, the lightnefs of her drapery, and 
her flowing locks that waved in the wiftd : a 
beauty that might have moved her Barbarian 
deftroyers to pity and remorfe. 10. The manly 
or divine form of Hercules " 9 as he was reftorcd 
to life by the mafter-hand of Lyfippus; of fuch 
magnitude , that his thun^b was equal to the 
waift, his leg to the ftature, of a common man 9f ; 
his cheft#raple, his fhoulders broad, hi* limb* 
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chap, ftrong and mufcular , his hair curled , his afpe<$ 
tx. commanding. Without his bow, of quiver, or 
club, his lion's flrin carelefsly thrown over him, 
he was feated on an ofier bafket, his right 1% 
and arm ftretched to the utmoft, his left knee 
bent, and fupporting his elbow,' his head reclin- 
ing on his left hand , his countenance indignant 
and penfive. n. A coloffal ftatue of Juno, which 
had once adorned her temple of Samos; the enor* 
xnous head by four yoke of oxen was laboriously 
drawn to the palace. 12. Another coloffus, of 
Pallas or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and 
representing with admirable fpirit the attributes 
and chara&er of the martial maid. Before we 
accufe the Latins, it is juft to remark, that thij 
Pallas was deftroyed after the firft fiege , by the 
fear and fuperftition of the Greeks themfelves f \ 
The other ftatues of brafs which I have enu- 
merated, were broken and melted by the un« 
feeling avarice of the crufaders: the coft and la* 
bour were confumed in a moment; the foul of 
genius evaporated in fmoke; and the remnant of 
bafe metal was coined into money for the pay*, 
xnent of die troops. Bronze is not the mod 
durable of monuments : from the marble, forms 
of Phidias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn 
afide with ftupid contempt"; but unlets they 
were cruihed by fome accidental injury, thofe 
iifelpfs Rones ftood fecure on their pedeftals xo \ 
The moft enligbtengd of the ftrangers , above 
the grofe and fenfual purfuits of their countrymen, 
more pioufty exercifed the right of tbnqueft in 
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the fearch and feizure of the relics of the faints "\ chap. 
Immenfe was the fupply of heads and bones, lx. 
croffes and images f that were fcattered by this 
revolution over the churches of Europe ; and . 

fuch was the encreafe of pilgrimage and oblation, ^ 

that no branch , perhaps, of more lucrative plunder 
was imported from the Eaft xo \ Of the writings 
of antiquity, many that ftill exifted in the twelfth 
century are now loft. But the pilgrims were not 
folicitous to fave or tranfport the volumes of an 
unknown tongue : the periflhable fubftance of 
paper or parchment can only be preferved by 
the multiplicity of copies; the literature of the 
Greeks had almoft centered in the metropolis; 
and, without computing the extent of our lofs, 
we may drop a tear over the libraries that have; 
pcriflied in the triple fire of Conftantinople "'. 
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CHAP. LXL 



Partition of the Empire by the French and Yenetiam. . 
— Vive Latin Emperors of the Houfes of Flanders 
and Courtenay. — Their Wars againft the Bulgarians 
and Greeks. — Weaknefs and Poverty of the Latin 
Empire. — Recovery of Conftantinople by the Greeks. 

" — General Confcquences ef the Crufades. 

chap, xjlFTER the death of the lawful princes , the 
lxi. French and Venetians, confident of juflice and 
tkmon of yidory, agreed to divide and regulate their future 
feitoin'i?' poffeflions \ It was ftipulated by treaty , that 
A.D.1204, twelve eledors, fix of either nation, fhould be 
Mij9 '^nominated; that a majority fhould chufe the em- 
peror of the Eaft; and that, if the votes were 
equal , the decifion of chance fhould afcertain 
the fuccefsful candidate. To him , with all the 
titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne , 
they afligned the two palaces of Boucoleon aqd 
Blachernae , with a fourth part of the Greek mo- 
narchy. It was defined that the three remaining 
portions fhould be equally fhared between the 
republic of Venice and the barons of France ; that 
each feudatory, with an honourable exception 
for the doge, fhould acknowledge and perform 
the duties of homage and military fervice to the 
fupreme head of the empire : that the nation 

which 
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'which gave an emperor, fhould refign to their chap. 
brethren* the choice of a patriarch ; and that the 1x1. 
pilgrims, whatever might be their impatience to 
vifit the Holy Land, fhould devote another year 
to the conqueft and defence of the Greek pro- 
vinces. After the cpnqueft of Conftantinople by 
the Latins, the treaty was confirmed and exe- 
cuted; and the firft and mod important ftep was 
the creation of an emperor. The fix eledors of 
the French nation were all ecclefiaftics , the abbot 
x>{ Loces, the archbifhop eleft of Acre in Palef- 
tine , and the bifhops of Troyes , Soiffons , Halber- 
ftadt, and Bethlehem,' the laft of whom exercifed in , 
the camp the office of pope's legate : their profeffion 
and knowledge were refpedable ; and as they could 
not be the obje&s , they were beft qualified to 
be the authors, of the choice. The fix Venetians 
were the principal fervants of the ftate, and in 
this lift the noble families of Qtterini and Con* 
tarini are ftill proud tcydifcover their anceftors, 
The twelve aflembled in the chapel of the palace; 
and after the folemn invocation of the Holy Ghoft, 
they proceeded to deliberate and vote. A juft 
impulfe of refpedt and gratitude prompted them 
to crown the virtues of the doge ; his ^ifdorrt 
had infpired their enterprife ; and the mod youth* 
ful knights might envy and applaud the exploits 
of blkidpefs and age. But the patriot Dandolo 
was devoid of all perfonal 'ambition , and fully 
fatisfied that he had been judged worthy to reign. 
His nomination was over-ruled by the Venetians 
themfelves : his countrymen , and perhaps his 
Vol. XL F 
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€ H A p. friends *, rcprefented, with the eloquence of truth, 
ixi. the mifchiefs that might arife -to national freedom 
and the common caufe , from the union of two 
incompatible charaders^ of the firft magiftrate of 
a republic and the emperor of the Eaft* The ex- 
clufion of the doge left room for the more equal 
merits of Boniface and Baldwin ; and at their 
names all meaner candidates refpedlfully withdrew. 
The marquis of Montferrat was recommended 
by 6is mature age and fair reputation, by the 
choice of the adventurers and' the wiflhes of the 
Greeks ; nor can I believe that Venice , the mif- 
trefs of the fea, could be ferioufly apprehenfive 
of a petty lord at the foot of the Alps \ But 
the count of Flanders was the chief of a wealthy 
and warlike people; he was valiant, pious, and 
chafte; in the prime of life, fince he was only 
thirty-two years of age; a dfefcendant of Charle- 
magne, a coufin of the king of France,, and & 
compeer of the prelates and barons who had; 
yielded with reludlance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel , thefe barons , 
with the doge and marquis at their head , ex-- 
pedled the decifion of the twelve ele&ors^ lb 
was announced by the bifhop of Soiffons, in the. 
name of his colleagues : u Ye. have fworn to- 
a obey the prince whom we fliould chufe; by 
a our unanimous fuffrage , Baldwin, count ofc 
tt Flanders and Hainftult is now your fovereign, 
" and the emperor of the Eaft. ' He was fainted, 
with loud applaufe , and the proclamation was 
ic-echoed through the city by the joy of the. 
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Latins arid the iretablirig adulation of tfre Greeks/ c ir A Pi 
Bbriiface \Vats the fifft to' kife the hand of his* t*i^ 
rival', ahdho raife hith on the bfcckler; and Bald- 
win was transported to the cathedraf , a'nd* fo- 
lemnly invefted with tfre purjSie buttons. At ihd ' 

^ncf of three vireeks he was crowned by the leg'ate; 
in the vacancy of a patriarch ; but thfe' Vendtiarf 
clergy foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, feated 
Thonhas Morofini oti the eccfefiaftical thron#, 
and : employed evety art to' perpetuate $h their* 
own nation the Koriotir* arid benefices of the 
Greek church*. Withoiht delay, the fucceflbr 
bf Cotiftantine ibftYiKflecI Paieftine, FraAce, ancf 
Rottie', of this memora&le revofutioh. To Pales- 
tine he fent, as a trophy, the : gates of Co'rffta'n-' 
tinbple, and the cliain of the harbotfr * ; a'ritf 
adopted , from the Affile of Jci*u£iFem , t:he l'aw$ l 
or cuftbtris beft adapted* to a French colony- and 
donqueft in the Eaff. Iri his epifftes, the native/ 
df France are encouraged to twill that colony,' 
atid ,; to fecure : that cbttqiieft:, to people d riiaghi-; 
ficeht city and a fertile land , which will* reward" 
die labours both of the prieft ancf the foiHign 
He* congratulates the Rotrian pontiff oh" tKe reftor- 
jjtion of his authority in the Estft'; ihvitds him' 
to extitiguiftr the Greek fchifrti* by Ais prefehce' 
in a general countil'; and implofres Big bleffing 
sfnd fbrgivenefs for tTirf difobedfent pilgrims. 
Frdderice arid 1 dignity, are blendfcd in the arifwer 
df Innocent \ In the fubvdrfibn of the Byzantine' 
Empire, he aitaigns the vites of man, and 4 adores 
&e providence of Gbd*: the cOiiqUerors \tfill be' 

F * 



Digitized by 



Google 



the Greek 
empire 



6g THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Chap, abfolved or condemned by their future conduct 
r,xi. the validity of their treaty depends on the judg- 
ment of St. Peter; but he inculcates their moft 
facred duty of eftablifhing a juft fubordination of 
obedience and tribute, from the Greeks to the 
Latins, from^ the magiftrate to the clergy, and 
from the clergy to the pope. 
Divifion of In the di vifion of the Greek provinces 7 , the 
ftare of the Venetians was more ample than that 
of the Latin emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 
of the remainder was referved for Venice ; and 
the other moiety was distributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombardy. . The vener- 
able Dandolo was proclaimed defpot of Romania, 
and inverted after the Greek falhion with the 
purple buflrins. He ended at Conftantinople his 
long and glorious life; and if the prerogative 
was perfonal , the title was ufed by his fucceffors 
till the middle of the fourteenth century , with 
the Angular though true addition of lords of one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire 8 . The 
doge, a flave of ftate, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic; but his 
place was fupplied by the bail or regent, who 
exercifed a fupreme jurifdidlion over the colony 
of Venetians : they poffeffed three of the eight 
quarters of the city;. and his independent tribunal 
was compofed of fix judges, four counsellors, 
two chamberlains, two fifcal advocates, and a 
conftable. Their long experience of the Eaftem 
trade enabled them to feledt their portion with. 
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difcernmeht : they had rafhly accepted the domi- 
nion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was the lxi. 
more reafonable aim of their policy to form a 
chain of fa&ories , and cities , and iflands , along 
the maritime *coaft, from the neighbourhood of 
Ragufa to the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus. 
The labour and coft of fuch extenfive conquefts 
exhaufted their treafury : they abandoned their 
maxims of government, adopted a feudal fyftem, 
and contented themfelves with the homage 'of 
their nobles*, for the poffeffions which thefe 
private vaffals undertook to reduce and maintain. 
And thus it was , that the family of Sanut ac- 
quired the dutchy of Naxos , which involved the 
greateft part of the Archipelago. For the price 
of ten thoufand marks , the republic purchafed 
of the marquis of Montferrat the fertile ifland 
of Crete or Candia with the ruins of an hundred 
cities I# ; but its improvement was ftinted by the 
proud and narrow fpirit of an arjftoCracy " ; and 
the wifcft fenators would confefs that the fea, 
not the land, was the treafury of, St. Mark. Iu 
the moiety of the adventurers, the marquis Boni- / 
face might claim the jpnoft liberal reward ; aijd , 
befides the ifle of Crete, his cxclufion from the 
throne was compenfatcd by the royal title antl 
the provinces beyond the Hellefpont. But he 
prudently exchanged that diftant and difficult 
conqueft for the kingdom of ThefiTalonica or 
Macedonia, twelve days journey from the capital, 
where he might be fupported by the neigbour- 
ing powers of .his brother-in-law the king of 

F 3 
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g h a i\ Hungary. His progrefs was failed by the voluntary 
. irXlt or relud^nt acclamations of the natives ; and 
Greece, the proper an4 ancient Greece, again 
received a Latin conqueror ** , who trod with 
indifference that claffic ground. He viewed witti 
a carelefs eye the beauties o<f the valley of Tempe; 
traverfed with a cautious ftep the [heights of 
Thermopylae ; occupied the unkno\yn cities 'of 
Thebes, Athens, and Argos; and affaulted the 
fortifications of Corinth and Napoli x * , which 
refilled h\$ arms. The lots of the Latin pilgrim? 
1 were regulated by chance, or choice, or fubfe- 
, quent exchange ; and they abufed , with intern- 
v perate joy , thejr triumph over the lives and 

fortunes of a great people. After a minute fur- 
, yey of the provinces, they weighed in the fcales 
pf avarice the revenue of each diftridl, the ad- 
vantage of the fitnation, and the ample oY f canty 
fupplies for the maintenance of foJdiers and borfes. 
Tneir prefumption claimed and divided the long- 
loft dependencies) of the Roman fceptre . : the 
Nile and Euphrates rolled through their imaginary 
realips ; and happy was the warrior who drew 
for his prize the palace of the Turkifh fultan. of 
Iconium x \ I lhall not defcend to the pedigree 
of families and the rent-rpll of eftates, but I wifli 
to fpecify that the counts of Blois and St. Pol 
Were inverted with the dutchy of Nice and the 
lordfhip qf Demotica 15 : the principal fiefs were 
tield by the fervice of conftable , chamberlain , 
cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook; and ourhifto* 
fian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin , obtained a fair 
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eftabli foment on the banks of the Hebrus , and chap. 
united the double office of marfhaj of Champagne lxi. 
and Romania. At the head of his knights and # 

archers , each baron mounted on horfeback to 
fecure the pofleflion of his ihare , and their firft 
efforts were generally fuccefsful. But the public 
force was weakened by their difperfion ; and a 
thoufand quarrels muft arife under a law, and 
among men, whofe fole umpire was the fword. 
Within three months after the conqueft of C011- 
ftantinople , the emperor and the king of Thef- 
falonica drew their hoftile followers into the field; 
they were reconciled by the authority of the 
doge, the advice of the marflial, and the firm 
freedom of their peers lt . 

Two fugitives, who had reigned at Conftanti- Revolt of the 
nople, ftill afferted the title of emperor; and the ^ rc jJ * ' xao4 
fubjeds of their fallen throne might be moved to etc. 
pity by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius , or 
excited to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufle. 
A domeftic alliance, a common intereft, afimilar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguifhing his enemies, 
a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
ufurper to unite with the former the relics of his 
power. Mourzoufle was received with fmiles 
and honours in the camp of his father Alexius ; 
but the wicked can never love , and fhould rarely 
truft, their fell w-criminals : he was feized in the 
bath , deprived of his eyes , ftripped of his troops • 
and treasures , and turned out to wander an objedfc 
of horror and contempt to thofe who with more 
propriety could hate , and with more juftice 
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e H a P. could punifh , the affaflin of the emperor Ifaac , 
IXh and his fon. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or 
remorfe , was flealing over to Afia , he was 
feized by the Latins of Conftantinople , and 
condemned ., after an open trial , to an ignomi* 
nious death. His judges debated the mode of his 
execution , the axe , the wheel , or the ftake ; 
and it was refolved that Mourzoufle ,7 fhould 
afcend the Theodofian column, a pillar of white 
marble of one hundred and forty-feven feet in 
height 1 '. From the fummit he was caft down 
headlong, and dafhed in pieces on the pavement, 
in the prefence of innumerable fpe&ators , who 
filled the forum of Taurus, and admired the 
accomplishment of an old prediction , which was 
explained by this Angular fevent ". The fate 
of Alexius is lefs tragical : he was fent by the' 
marquis a captive to Italy, and a gift to the king 
of the Romans ; but he had not much to applaud 
his fortune, if the fentence of imprifonment and 
' exile were changed from a fortrefs in the Alp$ to 

a monaftery in Afia. But his daughter, before 
the national calamity, had been given in marriage 
to a young hero who continued the fucceflion , and 
reftored the throne , of the 'Greek princes *\ The 
Theodore valour of Theodore Lafcaris was fignalifed in the 

iwX'Ntel two fie 2 es of Conftantinople. After the flight of 
a. d. 'Mourzoufle, wheh the Latins were already in 

1204 — is2s. ^he c i t y ^ he offered himfelf as their emperor to 
the foldiers and people : and his ambition , which 
might be virtuous , was undoubtedly brave. 
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Could he have infufed a foul into the multitude, chap. 
they might have crufhed the ftrangers under their lxi. 
feet :, their abjedt defpair refufed his aid, and 
Theodore retired to breathe the air of freedom 
in Anatolia, beyond the immediate view and 
purfuit of the conquerors. Under the title , at firfl: 
of defpot, and afterwards of emperor, he drew 
to his ftandard the bolder v fpirits , who were 
fortified againft flavery by the contempt of life; 
and as every means was lawful for the public 
fafety , implored without fcruple the alliance of 
the Turkifh fultan. Nige , where Theodore 
eftablifh£d his refidence , Prufa and Philadelphia', 
Smyrna and Ephefus, opened their gates to their 
deliverer: he derived ftrength and reputation from 
his victories , and even from his defeats ; and the 
fucceflbr of Conftantine preferved a fragment of 
the empire from the banks of the Maeander to 
the fuburbs of Nicomedia, and at length of Con- 
ftantinople. Another portion , diftant and ob^- The dukes f 
fcure , 'was poffeffed by the lineal heir of the lf T ^ trm 
Comnehi , a fon of the virtuous Manuel , a zoa*. 
grand fon of the tyrant Andronicus. His name' 
was Alexius; and the epithet of great was ap- 
plied perhaps to his ftature , rather than to his 
exploits. By the indulgence of the Angeli , he 
was appointed governor or duke of Trebizond": 
his birth gave him ambition, the revolution in- 
dependence ; and without changing his title , he 
reigned in peace from Sinbpe to the Phafis , 
along the coaft of the Black Sea. His namelefs 
fon and fucceflbr i$ defgribed as the vaffal of the 
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chap, fultan, whojn hefervcd with two hundred lances; 
lxi. that Comnenian prince was no more than duke 
of Trebizond , and the title of emperor was hrft 
affumed by the pride and envy of the grandfoa 
T f h l d . erpots of Alexius. In the Weft, a third fragment was 
faved from the common fhipwreck by Michael, 
a baftard of the houfe of Angeli , who , before 
the revolution , had been known as an hoftage t 
a foldier, and a rebel. His flight from the camp 
of the marqyis Boniface fecured his freedom ; by 
his marriage with the governor's daughter , he 
commanded the important place of Durazzo, 
affumed the title of defpot, and founded a ftrong 
and confpicuous principality in Epirus , JEtolia, 
and Tbeffaly, which have ever been peopled by 
a warlike race. The Greeks , who had offered 
their fervice to their new fovereigns , were ex- 
cluded by the haughty Latins " from all civil 
and military honours , as a nation born to trem- 
ble and obey. Their refentment prompted them 
to j(hew that they might have been ufeful friends, 
fince they could be dangerous enemies : their 
nerves were braced by adverfity : whatever wa& 
learned or holy , whatever was noble or valiant* 
rolled away into the independent ftates of Trebi- 
zond , Epirus , and Nice ; and a {ingle patrician 
is marked by the ambiguous praife of attachment 
and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar herd of 
the cities and the country , would have gladly 
fub,mitted to a mild and regular fervitude; and 
the tranfient diforders of war would have been 
obliterated, by fome years of induftry and peace* 
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But peace was banifhed and induflry was crulhed, chap. 
in the diforders of the feudal fyftem. The Roman j«xu 
emperors of Conftantinople, if they \vere endow- 
ed with abilities , were armed with power for 
the prote&ion of their fubjedls : their laws were 
wife , and their adrniniftration was fimple. The 
Latiri throne was filled by a titular prince, the 
chief, and often the fervant , of his licentious 
confederates : the fiefs of the empire 1 , from a 
kingdom to a caftle , were held and ruled by 
the fword of the' barons: and their difcord, po- 
verty , and ignorzgjce , extended the ramifications 
of tyranny to the mod fequeftered villages. The 
Greeks were oppreffed by the double weight of 
the prieft , who was inverted with temporal 
power, and of the foldier, who was inflamed by 
fanatic hatred ; and the infuperable bar of religion 
and language for ever feparated the ftranger and 
the native. As long as the crufaders were united 
at Conftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, 
and the terror of their arms , impofed filence on 
the captive land : their difperfion betrayed the 
fmallnefs of their numbers and the defedls of their 
difcipline ; and fome failures and mifchances re- 
vealed the fecret , that they were not invincible. 
As the fear of the Greeks abated , their hatred 
encreafed. They murmured ; they confpired ; and 
before a year of flavery had elapfed , they im- 
plored , or accepted , the fuccour of a Barbarian, 
whofe power they had felt, and whofe gratitude 
they trufted 2 *. 
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chap. The Latin conquerors had been faluted with 
t.xi. a folemn and early embaiTy from John , or Joan- 
The Buiga- n j ce ^ or Calo-John , the revolted chief of the 
a! d. 120T. Bulgarians and Walachians. He deemed himfelf 
their brother , as the votary of the Roman 
pontiff, from whom he had received the regal 
title and an holy banner; and in the fubverfioa 
of the Greek monarchy, he iflight afpire to the 
name of their friend and accomplice. -But Calo- 
John was aftonifhed to find , that the count of 
Flanders had affumed the pomp and pride of the 
'• fucce'ffors of Conftantine ; and his ambaffadors 
were difmiffed with an haughty mefTage ,' that 
the rebel muft deferve a pardon , by touching 
with his forehead the footftool of the Imperial 
throne. His irefentment 14 would have exhaled 
in adls of violence and blood ; his cooler policy 
watched the rifing difcontent o£ the Greeks ; 
afle&ed a tender concern for their fufferings ; and 
promifed , that their firft ftruggles for freedom 
fhould be fupported by his perfon and kingdom. 
The confpiracy was propagated by national 
hatred, the firmed band of affociation and fe- 
• crecy: the Greeks were impatient to fheath their 
daggers in the breads of the victorious ftrangers; 
but the execution was prudently delayed , till 
Henry, the emperor's brother , had tranfported 
the flower of his troops beyond the Hellefpont. 
IVloft of the towns and villages of Thrace were 
true to the moment and the fignal : and the 
Latins, without arms or fufpicion , were flaugh- 
tered by the vile and mercilefs revenge of their 
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flaves. From Demotica , the firft fcene of the c h a p- 
maffacre, the furviving vaffal$ of the count of lxu 
St. Pol |efcaped to Adrianople; £ut the French 
and Venetians , who occupied that city, were' 
flain or expelled tiy the furious multitude ; the 
garrifons that could effed their retreat, fell back 
on each other towards the metropolis ; and the 
fortreffes , that fepamtely ftood againft the rebels, 
were ignorant of each other's and of their Sover- 
eigns fate. The voice of fame and fear announ- 
ced the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid ap- 
proach of their Bulgarian ally ; and Calo- John , 
not depending on the forces of his own king- 
dom , had drawn from the Scythian wildernefs a 
body of fourteen thoufand Comans , who drank, 
as it was faid, the blood of their captives, and 
facrificed the Chriftians on the altars of their 
gods *\ 

Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, 
the emperor difpatched a fwift meffenger to recall 
count Henry and his troops; and had Baldwin 
expetfed the return of his gallant brother % with 
afupply of twenty thoufand Armenians, he might 
have encountered the invader with equal num- 
bers and a decifive fupcriority of arms and difci- 
pline. But the fpirit of chivalry could feldom Marci* 
discriminate caution from cowardice ; and the 
i^mperor took the field with an hundred and 
forty knights , and their train of archers and 
ferjeants. The marflial, who. diffuaded and obeyed, 
led the vanguard in their march to Adrianople ; 
the main body was commanded by the count o£. 
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chap, Blois; the aged dog£ of Venice followed with- 
LXL the rear; and thei* fcarity numbers Were eriCreafed 
from all fides by the fugitive Latins. They un- 
dertook to beftege the rebels of Adrianople-; and 
fuch was the pious tendency of the crufades, tfiat 
they employed th6 holy week in pillaging the 
Gountry for their fubfiftence ,• and in framing 
engines for the defbudion of their fellow -chris- 
tians. But the Latins Wefe foon' interrupted and 
alarmed by the light Cavalry of the Comans,who 
boldly fkirmiflied t& the edge of their ftiiperffedt- 
lines : and a pfoclam&tidft was iffued by the : 
jtiarfhal of Romania, that, on the trumpet's found, 
the cavalry fliould mount and form ; but that 1 
none, under pain of death, fliould abandon them- 1 
felves to a defnltory attd dangerous purfuit. This* 
wife injunction Was firft difobeyed by the count 
of Blois, who involved the emperor in hisrafhnefs' 
arid. ruin. The Comatis, of the Parthian or Tar- 
tar fchool , fled before their firft charge ; but after 
a? career of two leagues , when the knights' and- 
their horfes were almoft breathlefs, they fuddenly 
turned, rallied, and encompaffed the heavy fqua- 
nefeat ami droris 6f the Franks. The count was flain on the 
captivity of field . t ^ e emperor \vas made prifoner; and if the 

Baldwin . 

a. o. 120S, one difdained to fly, if the other refufed to yield, 
April i?. ^eir pefforial bravery matte a poor atonement for 

their ignorance, or neglecft, of the duties of a- 

general *'. 

Proud of his vidtory and his royal ; prize, the 

Bulgarian advanced' to relieve Adrianople and 

atchieve the deftrudtion of the Latins. They muft 1 ' 
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inevitably have been deftroyed, if the marfhal of c H A p. 
Romania had not displayed a cool courage andt lxi. 
confummate flcill ; uncommon in; all ages, but 
mod uncommon in thofe times, when war wasf 
a paffion, rather than a fcience. His grief and Retreat of 
fears were poured into the firm 3ndfaithfuPbofom >the ^ m ™' 
of the doge; but in the camp he diffused 1 an aflur- 
ance of fafety, which could only be realized By thd 
general belief. All day he maintained his perilous 
ftation between the city and the Barbarians : Vil- 
lehardouin decamped in fitence,- at the dead of 
night ; and* his mafterly retreat of three dayS 
would have deferved the praife ofXenophon ancf 
the ten thoufand* In the rear, the rttarfhal 4 fop- 
ported the weight of the.purfuit; in the front, 
he moderated the- impatience of the fugitives; 
and wherever the Gomans approached , they Were 
repelled by a line of impenetrable fpears. Otr 
the third day} the weary troops beheld the fea; 
the folitary town of Rodofto * 7 , and 1 their friend*;, 
who had* landed from the Afiatic ffipre. They 
embraced, they wept; but they united their arms 
andcounfels; and, in his brother's abfence, count 
Henry affumed the Agency of the empire , at? 
Once in a ftate of childhood and caducity 2 \ If 
the Comans withdrew from the fummer heats , 
feven thoufand Latins, in the hour of danger, 
deferted Gonftantinople , their brethren, and their 
vows. Some partial fuccefs was overbalanced by 
the lofs of one hundl*ed and twenty knights in 
the field of Rufium ; and of the Imperial domain, 
no< more was left , than the capital , with two or 
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c h a. p. three adjacent fortreffes on the Chores of Europe 
xxi. arid Afia. The king of Bulgaria was refiftlefs 
and inexorable ; and Cak>-John refpedtfully eluded 
the demands of the pope, who conjured his new 
profelyte to reftore peace and the emperor to the " 
afflidted Latins. The delive^nce of Baldwin was 
no longer , he faid , in the power of man : that 
prince had died in prifon ; and the manner of 
his death is varioufly related by ignorance and 
Death of the credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend will 
emj>e«>r. t> e pleafed to hear , that the royal captive was 
tempted by the amorous queen of the Bulga- 
rians; that his chafte refufal expofed him to the 
falfehood of a woman and the jealoufy of a 
i favage ; that his hands and feet were Severed 
from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was caft 
among the carcafes of dogs and horfes; and that 
he breathed three days , before he was devoured 
. by the birds of prey *\ About twenty years 
afterwards , in a woi>d of the Netherlands , an 
hermit announced himfelf as the true Baldwin , 
the emperor of Conftantinople, and lawful fover- 
eign of Flanders. He related the wonders of his 
efcape, his adventures, and his penance, among 
a people prone to believe and to rebel; and, in 
the firft tranfport, Flanders acknowledged her 
long-loft fovereign. A Ihort examination before 
the French court dete&ed the impoftor, who 
was punifhed with an ignominious death ; but 
\ the Flemings ftill adhered to the pleafing error; 
and the countefs Jane is accufed by the graveft 
hiftorians of facrificing to her ambition the life 
of an unfortunate father '\ In 
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In all civilized hoftility , a treaty is eftablifhed crap* 
for the exchange or ranfom of prifoners; and if lX j # 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is Rei « n an< * 

^ it ° ■• i- i • charaaer of 

known, and they are treated according to their Heijryt 
jpank with humanity or honour. But the favage a. d. 120*. 
Bulgarian was a ftranger to the laws of war; his A "^ u *^~ 
prifons were involved in darknefs and filence; June u. 
and above a year elapfed before the Latins could 
be allured of the death of Baldwin, before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would confent to ?f- 
fume the title of emperor. His moderation was 
applauded by the Greeks as an adl of rare and 
inimitable virtue. Theft light and perfidious ami 
bition was eager to feize or anticipate the moment 
of a vacancy , while a law of fucceffion , tha 
guardian both of the prince and people , was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the hereditary 
monarchies of Europe, In the fupport of the 
Eaftern empire, Henry was gradually left without 
an affociate, as the heroes of the crufade retired 
from the world or from the wan The doge of 
Venice , the venerable Dandolo , in the fulnefs of 
years and glory, funk into the grave. The marquis 
of Montferrat was (lowly recalled from the Pelo- 
ponncfian war to the revenge of Baldwin and the 
defence of Theffalonica. Some nice difputes of 
feudal homage and fervice, were reconciled in a 
perfonal interview between the emperor and the 
king : they were firmly united by mutual efteem 
and the common danger; and their alliance was 
fealed by the nuptials of Henry with the daughter 
of the Italian prince. He foon deplored the iofii 
Vol. XL G 
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chap, of his friend and father. At the perfuafion of 
lxi. fome faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold and 
fuccefsful inroad among the hills of Rhodope : 
the Bulgarians fled on his approach ; they at 
fembled to harafs his retreat. On the intelligence 
that his rear was attacked, without waiting for 
any defenfive armour , he leaped On horfeback , 
couched his lance, and drove the enemies before 
bioi ; but in the rafh purfuit he was pierced with 
a mortal Nvound; ajid the head of the king of 
Theffalonica was prefqnted to Calo-John, who 
enjoyed. the honours, without the merit, of vic- 
tory. It is here., at this melancholy event, that 
the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of Villehardouia 
feems to drop or to expire ,x ; and if he ftill exer-> 
cifed his military office of marfhal . of Romania , 
his fubfequent exploits are buried in oblivion J \ 
The charter of Henry was not unequal to his 
arduous fituation : iff the fiege of ponftantinople, 
and beyond the Hellefpont, he had deferved the. 
fame of a valiant knight and 3 ftilful commander; 
and his courage was tempered with a degree of 
prudence and mildnefs unknown to his impetuous 
brother. In the double war againft the Greeks 
of Afia and the Bulgarians of Europe , he was 
tver the foremoft on Clipboard or on horfeback; 
* and though he cautioufly provided for the fqecefs 
of his arms, the drooping Latins were often 
noufed by his example to fave and to fecond their 
fearlefs emperor. But fueh efforts , and fome fup- 
plies of men and money from France „ were of 
lefs avail than the errors, the cruelty, and death, 
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of. their moft formidable adverfary. When the chap. 
defpair of the Greek fubjedts invited Calo-John lxl 
as their deliverer , they hoped that he would 
proted their liberty and adopt their laws: they 
were foon taught to compare the degrees of na- 
tional ferocity, and to execrate the favage con- 
queror, who no longer diffembled his intention 
of difpeopling Thrace, of demolishing the cities, 
and of tranfplanting the inhabitants beyond the 
Danube. Many towns and villages of Thrace 
were already evacuated : an heap of ruins marked 
the place of Philippopolis, and a fimilar calamity 
was expedled at Demotica and Adrianople, by 
the firft authors of the revolt- They raifed a cry 
<&f grief and fepentance tor the throne of Henry; 
the emperor alone had the. magnanimity to for- 
give and truft them. No more than four hundred 
knights, with their ferjeants and archers, could 
be affembled under his banner; and. with tbi* 
flender force he fought and repulfed the Bulga- 
rian, who, befidefc his infantry, was at the head 
of forty thoufand horfe. In this expedition, Henry 
felt the difference between. an hoftile and a friendly 
country; the remaining cities were preserved by 
his arms; and the favage, with fharac and lofs, 
was compelled to relinquifli his prey. The fiege 
of Theffalonica was the laft of the evils which 
CaJoJohn infixed of fuffered ; he was ftabbed 
in the night in his tent; and the general , perhap* 
the affaffin , whd found him weltering in bis blood* 
afcribed the blow with general applaufe to the 
lance t>t St. Demetrius ' V After feveral viftpri*^ 
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chap, the prudence of Henry concluded an honourable 
3LXI. peace with the fucceffor of the tyrant, and with 
the Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
fotne doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re- 
ferved for himfelf and his feudatories ; and his 
reign, which laded only ten years, afforded a 
ihort interval of profperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface , he 
freely entrufted to the Greeks the moft important 
offices of the ftate and army: and this liberality 
of fentiment and pradice, was the more feafon- 
able, as the princes of Nice and Epirus Jiad al- 
ready learned to feduce and employ the mercenary 
valour of the Latins. It was 'the aim of Henry to 
unite and reward his deferving fubjefts of every 
nation and language : but he appeared left feli- 
citous to accomplifh the impracticable union of 
the two churches. Pelagius, the pope's legate, 
who alted as the fovereign of Conftantinople, 
had interdi&ed the worlhip of the Greeks, and 
fterply impofed the payment of tithes , the 
double proceflion xrf the Holy Ghoft, and a blind 
obedience to the Roman pontiff. As the weaker 
party, they pleaded the duties of conscience , and 
implored' the rights of toleration : " Our bodies/* 
they faid, "are Caefar's, but our fouls belong 
<c only to God." The perfecution was checked 
by the firmnefs of the emperor ,4 $ and if we can 
believe that the lame prince was poifoned by the 
Greeks themfelves , we mull entertain a con* 
temptible idea of the fenfe and gratitude of man- 
kind. His valour was a vulgar attribute, which 
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he fhared with ten thoufand knights; but Henry chap. 
poffeffed the fuperior, coupge to oppofe, in a 1x1. 
iuperftitious age , the pride and avarice of the 
clergy. In the cathedral of St. Sophia he prefumed 
to' place his throne on the right-hand of the pa- 
triarch ; and this prefurnption excited the fharpeft 
cenfure of pope Innocent the third. By a felu- 
tary edid , one of the firft examples of the laws 
of mortmain , he prohibited the alienation of 
fiefs; many of the Latins, defirous of returning 
to Europe, refigned their eftates to the church 
for a fpiritual or temporal reward; thefe holy 
lands were immediately difcharged from military 
fervice ; and a colony of foldiers would have 
been gradually transformed into a college of 
priefts ". 

The virtuous Henry died at Theffalonica , in Peter of 
the defence of that kingdom, and of an infant, Courtenay » 

° . emperor of 

the fon of his friend Boniface. In the two firft conftautino- 
emperors of Conftantinople the male line of the pIe * 

» A. D. 121? 

counts of Flanders was cxtind. But their fitter A ^ru *.~ 
Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew king of Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the crofs. By 
feating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom; but the pro- 
dent Andrew revered the laws of fucceflion ; and 
the princefs Yolande, with her huflband Peter of 
Courtenay, count ofAuxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to affume the empire of the Eaft. Tho 
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Chaf. royal birth of his fathers the noble origin of his 
lki. mother, recommended to the baron* of 'France 
the firft coufm of their king. His reputation was 
fair , his poffeffions were ample , and , in the 
bloody crufade againft the Albigeois, the foldiers 
and the priefts had been abundantly fatisfied of 
fcis zeal and valour. Vanity might applaud the 
elevation of a French emperor of Conftantinople; 
but prudence muft pity/ rather th^n envy, his 
treacherous and imaginary grcatnefs. To afiert 
and adorn his title, he was reduced to fell or 
mortgage the beft of his patrimony. By thefe 
expedients, the liberality of his royal kinfman 
Philip Auguftus , and the national fpirit of chivalry, 
he was enabled to pafs the Alps at the head of 
one hundred and forty knights, and five thoufand 
i five hundred ferjeants and archers. After fome 
hefitation, pope Honorius the third was perfuaded 
to crown the fucpeffor of Conftantiqe; but he 
performed the ceremony in a church without the 
walls, left he ftould feem to imply or to beftow 
^ny right of fovereignty over the ancient capital 
of the, empire. The Venetians had engaged to 
tranfport Peter and his forces beyond the Adriatic, 
and the emprefs, with her four children, to the 
Byzantine palace; but they required, as the price 
of their fervice, that he fliould recover Durazzo 
from the defpot of Epirus. Michael Angelus, op 
Comnenus, the firft of his dynafty, had bequeath- 
ed the fucceflion of his power and ambition to 
Theodore, his legitimate brother, who already 
threatened and invaded the cftablij(hments erf the 
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Latins. After difcharging his debt by a fruitlefe chap. 
affault, the emperor raifed the fiege to profecutc x,xi. 
a long and perilous journey over land from Duraz- 
20 to Theffalonica. He was foon loft in the moun- 
tains of Epirus : the paffes were fortified; his pro- 
Vifions exhaufted : he was delayed and deceived 
fcy a treacherous nsgociation ; and, after Peter of 
Courtenay and the Rom?n legate had been ar- His ctpdvity 
refted in a banquet, the French troops, without « d «* e " h * 
leaders or hopes, were eager to exchange their 1217—12194 
arms for the delufive promife of mercy and bread. 
The Vatican thundered; and the. impious Theo- 
dore was threatened with the vengeance of earth 
and heaven : but the captive emperor and his 
foldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
pope are confined tp the imprifonment of his 
legate. No fooner was he fatisfied by the deliver- 
ance df the prieft and a promife of fpiritual obe- 
dience, than he pardoned and protected the defpot 
of Epirus. His peremptory commands fufpeqded 
the ardour of the Venetians and the king of Hun- 
gary; and it was only by a natural or untimely 
death ,# that Peter of Courtenay was releafed 
from his hopelefs captivity ,7 . 

The long 'ignorance of his fate , and the pre- Robert em- 
fence of the lawful fovereien , of Yolande, his P erorof <;*»-. 
wife or widow, delayed the proclamation of a a ». " 
new emperor. Before her death, and in the midft lzzl — lia8 * 
of her grief , !be was delivered of a fon , who* 
was named Baldwin, the laft and moft unfortunate 
of the Latin princes of Conftantinople. His birth 
e*i(learcd him to the barons of Romania ; but his 
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c hap. childhood would have prolonged the troubles of 
ixi. a minority, and his claims were fuperfeded by, 
the elder claims of his brethren. The firft of 
thefe , Philip of Courtenay , who derived from 
fcis mother the inheritance of Namur , had the 
wifdom to prefer the fubftance of a marquifate 
to the fhadow of an empire ; and on his rcfufaJ > 
Robert , the fecond of the fons of Peter and 
Yolande , was called to the throne of Conftan- 
tinople. Wjuned'by his father's mifchance, he 
purfued his flow and fecure journey through 
Germany and along the Danube : a paflage was 
opened by his filler's marriage with the king of 
Hungary ; and the emperor Robert was crowned 
by the patriarch in the cathedral of St. Sophia. 
But his reign was an aera of calamity arid dif- 
grace; and the colony, as it was ftyled, of New 
France yielded on all fides to the Greeks of 
Nice and Epirus. After a vi&ory , which he 
owed to his perfidy rather than his courage , 
Theodore Angelus entered the kingdom of Tlief- 
falonica , expelled the feeble Demetrius , the fon 
of the marquis Boniface , ereded his ftandard on 
the walls of Adrianople ; and added , by his* 
vanity, a third or a fourth name to the lift of 
rival emperors. The relics of the Afiatic province 
were fwept away by John Vataces, the fon-in-- 
law and fucceffor of Theodore Lafcaris , and 
*vho, in a triumphant reign of thirty-three years, 
difplayed the virtues both of peace and war. 
Under his difcipline the fwords of the French 
mercenaries were the moft effedual inftrument £f 
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his conquefts, and their defertion from the fervice chap. 
of their country was at once a fymptom and a zxl. 
caufe of the rifing afcendant of the Greeks. By 
the conftru&ion of a fleet , he obtained the 
command of the Hellefpont , reduced the ifland^ 
of Lefbos and Rhodes j attacked the Venetians 
of Candia , and intercepted, the rare and par- 
fimonious fuccours of the Weft. Once , and once 
only , the Latin emperor fent an army againft 
Vataces; and in the defeat of that army, the 
veteran knights, the laft of the original conquer- 
ors , were left on the field of battle. But the 
fuccefs of a foreign enemy was lefs painful to 
the pufillanimous Robert than the infolence of 
his Latin fubjedls , who confounded the weaknefs 
of the emperor and of /the empire. His perfonal , 
[ misfortunes will prove the anarchy of the.govern- 

\ ment and the ferocioufnefs of the times. The 

\ amorous youth had negledted his Greek bride, 

! the daughter of Vataces , to introduce iAto the 

\ palace a beautiful maid , of a private , though 
\ noble , family of Artois ; and her mother had 
\ been tempted by the luftre of the purple to 
^forfeit her engagements with a gentleman of 
Burgundy. His love was converted into rage; 
he affembled his friends, forced the palace gates, . 
threw the mother into the fea, and inhumanly 
cut off the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine 
of the emperor. Inftead of puriilhing the offender, 
the barons avowed > and applauded the favage 
deed ", which, as a prince and as a man, it 
was impoffible that Baldwin flibuld forgive. He 
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chap, efcaped from thefguilty city to implore thfe juftice 
ixi. or companion of the pope : the emperor was 
coolly exhorted to return to his. ftation ; be- 
fore he could obey , he funk under the weight 
6f grief, fhame , and impotent refentment ,f . 
Baldwin II. It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour 
and Joan of cou \£ a f cenc | f rdm a private ftation to the thrones 

Brienne, em- *~ 

perors of of Jerufalem and Conftantinople. The titular 
C o n £ tnti " ^ n ,g dom o{ Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, 
a! d. the daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Mont- 
ia*8~i237. ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeric or 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne , of 
a noble family in Champagne , by the public 
voice , and the judgment of Philip Auguftu? , 
who najroed, him as the moft worthy champion of 
the Holy Land 4 \ In the fifth crufade r he led 
an hundred thoufand Latins to the conqueft of 
Egypt; by him the fiege of Damietta was atchiev- 
ed; and the fubfequent failure was juftly afcribed 
to the pride and avarice of the legate. After 
the marriage of his daughter with Frederic the 
fecon<J 41 , he was provoked by the emperor's 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the church ; and though advanced in life and 
defpoiled of royalty, the fword and fpirit of John 
©f Brienne were ftill ready for the fcrvice of 
Chriftendom. In the feven years of his brother's 
feign , Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a ftate of childhood , and the barons of 
Romania felt the ftrong neceffity of placing the 
fccptre in the harfds of a man and an hero. The 
veteran king of Terufelem might have difdainecf 
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the name and office of regent ; they agreed to c h a, p* 
inveft him for his life with the title and prero- hXh 
gatives of emperor, on the fole condition, that 
Baldwin fhould marry his fecond daughter , and' 
fucceed at a mature age to the throne of Gon- 
ftantinople. The expectation , both of the Greeks 
and Latins , was kindled by the renown , the 
choice , and the prefence of John of Brienne : 
and they admired his martial afped, his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfcore years , 
and his fize and ftaturc , which furpaffed the 
common meafure of mankind 4 \ But avarice , 
and the love of eafe , appear to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprife : his troops were dilbanded , . 
and two years rolled away without adion or • 
honour , till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces emperor of Nice , and of 
Azan king of Bulgaria. They befieged Conftanti* 
nople by fca and land, with an arm^ of one 
hundred thoufand men , and a fleet of three 
hundred ; lhips of war; while the entire force of 
the Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred 
and £xty knights , and a fmall addition of fer- 
jeants and archers. 1 tremble to relate , that 
inftead of defending the city , the hero made 
a fally at the head of his cavalry; and that of 
forty-eight fquadrons of the enemy , no more than 
three efcaped from the edge of his invincible 
fword. Fired by his example , the infantry and 
the citizens boarded the veffels that anchored 
clofe to the walls; and twenty-five were dragged, 
in trki«*ph*iiHo the harbour of Coftfta«tino|Je, 
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chap. At the fummohs of the emperor , the vaffals and 

ixi. allies armed in her defence; broke through every 

obftacle that oppofed their paffage ; and , in the. 

fucceeding year, obtained a feco'nd vi&ory over 

the fame enemies./ By the rude poets of the age* 

John of Brienne is compared to Hedor, Roland , 

and Judas Machabaeus 4I : but their credit , and 

his glory , receives fome abatement from the 

fileuce of the Greeks. The empire -was fooa 

deprived of the laft of her champions ; and the 

dying monarch was ambitious to enter paradife 

in the habit of. a Francifcan friar *\ 

Baldwin tl In the double vidory of John of Brienne, I 

Marchil^l fcannot difcover the name or exploits of his pupil 

ad. ] 26 1, Baldwin; who had attained the age. of military 

July *5» fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dignity 

6ti the deceafe of his adoptive father 4 *. The 

royal youth was employed on a commiffion more 

fuitable to his temper; he was fent, to vifit the 

Weftern courts, of the pope rrore efpecially, and 

of the king of France; to excite their pity by 

the view of his innocence and diftrefs ; and to 

obtain fome fupplies of men or money , fo # r the 

relief of the finking empire. He thrice repeated 

thefe mendicant vifits , in which he feemed to 

prolong his ftay and poftpone his return * of the 

fiVe- and -twenty years of his reign, a greater 

number were fpent abroad than at home ; and in 

no place did the emperor deem himfelf lefs free 

and fccure , than in his native country, and his 

capital. On fome public occafions , his vanity 

might be foothed by the title of Auguftus , and 
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by the honours of the purple; and at the general c H a f ; 
council of Lyons, when Frederic the fecond was lxi. 
excommunicated and depofed, his Oriental col- 
league was enthroned on the right-hand of the 
pope. But bow often was the exile, the vagrant, 
the Imperial beggar, humbled with /corn, infulted 
with pity, and degraded in his own eyes and 
thofe of the nations ? In his firft vifit to England, 
he was flopped at Dover, by a fevere reprimand, 
that he (hould prefume, without leave, to enter 
an independent kingdom. After fome delay, 
Baldwin' however was permitted to purfue his 
journey , was entertained with cold civility , 
and thankfully departed with a prefent of feven 
hundred marks 4 *. From the avarice of Rome, 
he could only obtain the proclamation of a 
crufade and a treafure of indulgences ; a coin , 
whofe currency was depreciated by too frequent 
and indifcriminate abufe. His birth and mis- 
fortunes recommended him to the generofity 
of his coufin Louis the ninth; but the martial 
zeal of the faint was diverted from Conftantinople 
to Egypt and Paleftine.; and the public and 
private poverty of Baldwin was alleviated , for 
a moment , by the alienation of the marquifate 
of Namur and th£ lordftip of Courtenay , the laft 
remains of his inheritance 47 . By fuch (hameful 
or ruinous expedients, he once more returned 
to Romania , with an army of thirty thoufand 
foldiers , whofe numbers were doubled in the 
apprehcnfion of the Greeks. His firft difpatche* 
to France and England announced his victories 
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ohap. and his hopes : hie had reduced the country round 
lxi, the capital, to the diftance of three days journey ; 
and if he fucceeded againft an important, though 
namelefs , city (mod probably Chiorli) , the 
frontier would be fafe and the paffage acceflible. 
But thefe expecflations (if Baldwin was fmcere) 
quickly vanifhed like a dream ; the troops and 
treafures of France melted away in his unflulful 
bands , and the throne of the Latin emperor was 
proteded by a dishonourable alliance with the 
Turks and Comans. To fecure the former ', he 
lonfented to beftow his niece on the unbelieving 
fultan of Cogni : to pleafe the fatter, he complied 
with their Pagan rites ; a dog was facrificed 
between the two armies ; and the contracting 
parties tailed each other's blood , as a pledge of 
their fidelity . 4 \ In the palace or prifon of Con- 
stantinople, the fucceffor of Auguftus demoliffied 
the vacant boufes for winter-fuel , and ftrif?ped 
the lead from the churches for the daily cxpence 
of his family. Some ufurious loans were dealt 
with a fcanty hand by the merchants of Italy; 
and Philip , his fon and heir , was pawned at 
Venice as the fecwity for a debt !\ Thirft, 
hunger, and nakednefs, "are pofitive evils; but 
wealth is relative; and a prince, who would be 
rich jn a private ftation , may be expofed by the 
encreafe of his wants to all the anxiety and bit* 
ternefs of poverty. 

The fioly But in this abjedfc diftrefs , the emperor and 
empire were ftill pofieffed of an ideal treafure, 
which drew its fantaftic value from the fuperfti- 
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tvon of the Chriftian world. The merit of the chap* 
true crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent ixl 
divifion ; and a long captivity among the infidels 
might flied fome fufpicion on the fragments that 
were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But an- 
other relic of the Paflion was preferred in the 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople ; and the crown 
of thorns which had been placed on the head of 
Chrift was equally precious and authentic. It 
had formerly been the pradice of the Egyptian 
debtors to depofit, as a fecurity, the mummies 
of their parents ; and both their honour and reli- 
gion were bound for the redemption of the pledge. 
In the fame manner, and in the abfence of the 
emperor, the barons of- Romania borrowed the 
fum of thirteen thoufand one hundred and thirty- 
four pieces of gold f0 , on the credit of the holy 
crown : they failed in the performance of their 
contrad; and a rich Venetian, Nicholas Querini, 
undertook to fatisfy their impatient creditors , oa , 
condition that the relic ftiould be lodged at .Ve- 
nice , to become his abfolute property , if it were 
. not redeemed within a fhort and definite term.. 
The barons apprifed their fovereign of the hard 
treaty and impending lofs; and as the empire 
could not afford a ranfom of feven thoufand 
pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious to fnatch 
the prize from the Venetians, and to veft it with 
more honour and emolument in the hands of the 
mod Chriftian king 5X . Yet the negociation was 
attended with fome delicacy. In the purchafe of 
relics, the faint would have flatted at the guilt 
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chap, of fimony^ but if the mode of expreffion were 
£X& cianged, he might lawfully repay the debt, ac- 
cept the gift, and acknowledge the obligation. 
His ambaffadors , two Dominicans , were difc 
patched to Venice, to redeem and receive the 
holy crown, which had efcaped the dangers of 
the fea and the gallies of Vataces. On opening 
a wooden box , they recognifed the feals of the 
doge and barons, which were applied on a 
fhrine of filver: and within this flirine, the mo- 
nument of the Paflion was inclofed in a golden 
vafe. The relu&ant Venetians yielded to juftice 

« and power : the emperor Frederic granted a free 

and honourable paffage; the court of France ad- 
vanced as far as Troyes in Champagne , to meet 
with devotion this ineftimable relic: it was borne 
in triumph through Paris by the king himfelf , 
barefoot f and in his fhirt ; and a free gift of ten 
thou fa nd marks of filver reconciled Baldwin to 
his lofs. The fuccefs of this tranfa&ion tempted 
the Latin emperor. to offer with the fame gen^ 
irofity the remaining furniture of his chapel i% ; a 
large and authentic portion of the true crofs ; the 
baby -linen of the Son of God j the lance, the 
fpunge, and the chain, of his Paflion; the rod 
of Mofes, and part of the flcull of St. John the 
Jbaptift. For the reception of thefe fpiritual trea- 
sures, twenty thoufand ma$ks were expended by 
St. Louis on a ftately foundation, the holy chapel 
of Paris, on which the mufe of Boileau has 
bellowed a lomic immortality. The truth of 

fuel} 
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fuch remote and ancient relics, which cannot be chap. 
proved by any human teftimony, mud be ad- Lxfi. 
mitted by thofe who believe in the miracles 
which they have performed. About the middle 
of the laft age , an inveterate ulcer was touched 
and cured by an holy prickle of the holy crown": 
the prodigy is attefted by the rnpft pious and en- 
lightened Chriftians of France ; nor will the faft 
be i eafily difproved , except by thofe who are 
armed with a general antidote againft religious 
credulity *\ 

The Latins of Conftantinople" were on all fides Prop*& of 
encompaffed and preffed : their fole hope, the laft **£%** 
delay of their ruin, was in the divifion of their 1237 — ««• 
Greeks and Bulgarian enemies; and of this hope 
they were deprived by the fuperior arms and 
policy of Vataces emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontis to the rocky coaft of Pamphilia, Afia 
was peaceful and profperous under his reign : 
and the events of every campaign extended his 
influence in Europe. The ftrong cities of the 
hills of Macedonia and Thrace, were refcued 
from the Bulgarians ; and their kingdom was cir- 
cumscribed by its prefent and proper limits, * 
along the fouthern banks of the Danube. The 
fole emperor of the Romans could no longer 
brook that a lord of Epirus, a Comnenian prince 
of the Weft, fhould prefume to difpute or fliare 
the honours of the purple ; and the humble De- 
metrius changed the colour of his buflkin s , and 
accepted with gratitude the appellation of defpot. 
Vol. XI. H 
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en a p. His own fubjeds were exafperated by his bafenefs 
i&i. and incapacity : they implored the prote&ion ot 
their Tupreme lord. After fome refiftance , the 
kingdom of Theflalonica was united to the em- 
pire of Nice; and Vataces reigned without a 
competitor from the Turkifh borders to the A- 
driatic gulf. The princes of Europe revered his 
merit and power; and. had he fubfcribed an or- 
thodox creed , it flhould feem that the pope 
would have abandoned without reluctance, the 
Latin throne of Conftantinople. But the death of 
Vataces, the fhort and bufy reign of Theodore 
„ his fon, and the helplefs infancy of his grandfon 
John , fufpended the reftoration of the Greeks. 
In .the next chapter, I fhall explain their domeftic 
revolutions; in this place, it will be fufficient to 
ofier.ve," that the young prince was opprefled by 
the ambition of his guardian and colleague 
Michael Pa. Michael Palxologus , who difplayed the virtues 

lxolngus. the . 111 1 r 1 r 

Greek empe- a,Ki vices that belong to the founder of a new 
^r, dynafly. The emperon Baldwin had flattered 

Dtc?mberi! ^itnfelf ,' that he might recover fome provinces 
or cities by an impotent negociation. His am- 
• baffadors were difmhTed from Nice with mockery 
and contempt. At every place which they nam- 
ed, Palxologus alleged fome fpecial reafon, which 
rendered it dear and valuable in his eyes : in th6 
one he was born; in another he had been firft 
promoted to jmilitary command; and in a v third 
he had enjoyed, and hoped long to enjoy, the 
pleafures of the chace. Cl And what then do you 
"propofe to give us?" faid the aftonifhed 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 99 

deputies. " Nothing," replied the Greek, " not a Chap, 
C€ foot of land. If your matter be defirous of lxj, 
" peace, let him pay me as an annual tribute, 
" the fum which he receives from the trade and 
Ci cuftoms of Conftantinople. On thefe terms, 
cc 1 may allow Ijim to reign. If he refufes , it is 
" war. I am not ignorant of the art of war, and 
" I truft the event to God and my fword '\ M 
An expedition againft the defpot of Epirus was 
the firft prelude of his arms. If a vidory was 
followed by a defeat; if the race of the Comneni 
or Angeli furvived in thofe mountains his efforts 
and his reign; the captivity of ViHehardotiin, 
prince of Achaia, deprived the Latins of the 
moft adive and powerful vaffal of their expiring 
monarchy. The republics of Venice and Genoa 
difputed , in the firft of their naval wars , the 
command of the fea and the commerce of the 
Eaft. Pride and intereft attached the Venetian? 
to the defence of Cpnftantinople: their rivals 
were tempted to promote the defigns of her ene- 
mies, and the alliance of the Genoefe with the 
fchifmatic conqueror provoked the indignation of 
the Latin church f7 . 

Intent on his great objed, the emperor Michael Cooftanti*. 
vrfited in perfon and ftrengthened the troops and "J)* d r r° t " h 
fortifications of Thnce. The remains of the Greeks, 
Latins were driven from their laft pofTeflfions : h# A.D.«*i t 

July 2$. 

aflaulted without fuccefs the fuburb of Galata; 
and correfponded with a perfidious baron , who 
proved unwilling, or unable, to open the gates 
of the metropolis. The next fpring, his favourite 

H .2 
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chap, general, Alexius Strategopulus , whom he had 
ixi. decorated with the title of Caefar, paffed the 
Hellefpont with eight hundred horfe and fome 
infantry '*, on a fecret expedition. His inftrutii- 
ons enjoined him to approach , to liftcn , to 
watch , but not to rifle any doubtful or danger- 
ous enterprife againft the city. The adjacent ter- 
ritory, between the Propontis and the Black Sea, 
was cultivated by an hardy race of pcafants and 
outlaws , exercifed in arms , uncertain in their 
allegiance, but inclined by language, religion, 
and prefent advantage, to the party of the Greeks. 
They were ftyled the volunteers ", and by their 
free fervice, the army of Alexius, with the re- 
/ gulars of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries *°, 
was augmented to the number of five-and- twenty 
thoufand men. By the ardour of the volunteers, 
and by his own ambition, the Caefar was ftimu- 
lated to difobey the precife orders of his mafter, 
in the juft confidence that fuccefs would plead 
his pardon and reward. The weaknefs of Con- 
stantinople, and the diftrefs and terror of the 
Latins , were familiar to the obfervation of the 
volunteers : and they reprefented the prefent mo- 
ment as the moft propitious to furprife and con- 
queft. A ralh youth , the new governor of the 
Venetian colony, had failed away with thirty 
Rallies and the beft of the French knights , on a 
wild expedition to Daphnufia, a town on the 
Black Sea, at the diftance of forty leagues; and 
the remaining Latins were without ftrength or 
fufpicion. They were informed that Alexius had 
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paffed the Hellefpont: but their apprehcnfions chap. 
were lulled by the fmallnefs of his original num- lxt. 
bers ; and their imprudence had not watched the 
fubfequent encreafe of his army. If he left his 
main body to fecond and fupport his operations 9 
he might advance unperceived in the night with 
a chofen detachment While fome applied fcaling- 
ladders to the loweft part of the walls, they were 
fecure of an old Greek , who would introduce 
their companions through a fubterraneous paffage 
into his houfe; they could foon on the infide 
break an entrance through the golden gate, which 
had been long obftru&ed; and the conqueror 
would be in the heart of the city, before the 
Latins 1 were confcious of their danger. After 
fome debate , the Csefar refigned himfelf to the 
faith of the volunteers; they were trufty, bold, 
and fuccefsful; and in defcribing the plan, I have 
already related the execution and fuccefs # \ But 
no fooner had Alexius paffed the threfhold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own rafli- 
nefc: he paufed, he deliberated; till the defperate 
volunteers urged him forwards, by the affurance 
that in retreat lay the greateft and mod inevitable 
danger. Whilft the Caefar kept his regulars in 
firm array, the Comans difperfed themfelves on 
all fides; an alarm was founded, and the threats 
of fire and pillage compelled the citizens to a 
decifive refolution. The Greeks of Conftantino- 
ple remembered their native fovereigns; the 
Genoefe merchants their recent alliance and Ve- 
netian foes ; every quarter was in arms ; and the 

H 3 
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chap, air refounded with a general acclamation of 
LXii <c Long life arid vi&ory %o Michael and John, 
<c the anguft emperors of the Romans ! " Their 
rival, Baldwin, was awakened by the found; 
but the moft prefling danger could not prompt 
him to draw his fword in the defence of a city 
which he deferted , perhaps, with more pleafure 
than regret: he fled from the palace to the fea- 
fhore, where he defcried the welcome fails of the 
fleet returning from the vain and fruitlefs attempt 
on Daphnufia. Conftantinople vtfas irrecoverably 
loft ; but the Latin emperor and the principal fa- 
milies embarked on board the Venetian gallies, 
and fleered for the ifle of Eubcea , and after- 
wards for Italy , where the royal fugitive was en- 
tertained by the pope and Sicilian king with a 
mixture of contempt and pity. From the lofs 
of Conftantinople to his death , he confumed 
thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to 
join in his reftoration ; the leffon had been fami- 
liar to his youth; nor was his laft exile more in- 
digent or fhameful than his three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His foil Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire; and the preten- 
tions of his daughter Catherine Were transported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois , the bro- 
ther of Philip the Fair, king of France. The 
houfe of Courtenay was reprefented in the female 
line by fucceffive alliances, till the title of em- 
peror of Conftantinople, too bulky and fonorous 
for a private name, roodeftly expired in lilence 
and oblivion *\ 
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After this narrative of the expeditions of the cha p. 
Latins to Paleftine and Conftantinopie, I cannot lxi. 
difmifs the fnbjetft without revolving the general General con- 

~ . - , 1 r fcquences of 

confcquences on the countries that were the tcene, the cru rades. 
and on the nations that were the adtors, of thefe 
memorable cruTades *\ As* foon as the arms of 
the Franks were withdrawn, the impreffion , 
though not the memory* , was era fed in the 
Mahometan realms of Egypt and Syria. The faith- 
ful difciples of the .prophet were never tempted 
by a prophane. define to iftudy the laws or lan- 
guage of the idolaters; nor did the fimplicity of 
theii* primitive manners receive jthe flighted al- 
teration from their intercotirfe in pfeace and war 
with the unknown ftrangers of the* Weft. The 
Greeks, who thought themfelves proad, but: 
who were only vain , {hewed af difpofition fame- 
what lefs inflexible. In the effdrcs; for the re- 
covery of their empire, they emulated the valour, 
difcipiine , and ta<ftics, of their antagonists. The 
modern literature of: the Weft they might juftly 
defpife; but its free fpirit would inftrud: them in 
the rights of m,an: and feme inftitutions of public 
and private life were adopted from the French. 
The correfpondence of Conftantinopie and Italy 
diffufed the knowledge of the Latin tongue; and 
feveral of the fathers and claffics were at length 
honoured with a Greek verfioo "V But the 
national and religious prejudices-of the Orientate 
were inflamed by perfceution; and the reign of 
the Latin* confirmed the Separation of the two 
churches. 

H 4 
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chap. If we compare , at the aera of the crufades, the 
lxi. Latins of Europe with' the Greeks and Arabians , 
their refpeftive degrees of knowledge , induftry , 
and art , our rude anceftors mud be content with 
the third rank in the fcale of nations. Their fuc- 
ceffive improvement and prefent fuperiority may 
be afcribed to a peculiar energy of character, to 
an adive and imitative fpirit, unknown to their 
more poliflied rivals, who at that time were in a 
ftationary or retrograde ftate. With fiich a dif- 
pofition , the Latins fhould have derived the 
moft early and effential benefits from a feries of 
events which opened to their eyes the profpeA 
of the world, and introduced them to a long 
and frequent intercourfe with the more cultivated 
regions of the Eaft. The firft and moft obvious 
progrefs was in trade and manufadures , in the 
arts which are ftrongly prompted by the thirft of 
wealth, the calls of neceffity, and the gratifica- 
tion of the fenfe or vanity. Among the crowd 
of unthinking fanatics, a captive or a pilgrim 
might fometimes obferve the fuperior refinements 
of Cairo and Conftantinople : the firft importer 
of wind -mills' 5 was the benefa&or of nations; 
and if fuch bleffings are enjoyed without any 
grateful remembrance, hiftory has condefcended 
to notice the more apparent luxuries of filk and 
fugar, which were tranfported into Italy from 
Greece and Egypt. But the intellectual wants of 
the Latins were more flowly felt and fupplied ; 
the ardour of ftudious curiofity was awakened in 
Europe by different caufes and more recent events ; 
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and , in the age of the crufades , they viewed c h a j. 
with carelcfs indifference the literature of the lxi. 
Greeks and Arabians. Some rudiments of mathe- 
matical and medicinal knowledge might be im- 
parted in pradice and in figures ; neceflity might 
produce fome interpreters for the groffer bufinefs 
of merchants and foldiers ; but the commerce of 
the Orientals had not diffufed the ftudy and 
knowledge of their languages in the fchools of 
Europe ## . If a fimilar principle of religion re- 
pulfed the idiom of the Koran, it fhould have 
excited their patience and curiofity to underftand 
the original text of the Gofpel; and the fame . 
grammar would have 'unfolded the fenfe of Plato 
and the beauties of Homer. Yet in a reign of 
fixty years the Latins of Conftantinople difdained 
the fpeech and learning of their fubje&s; and the 
manufcripts were the only" treafures which the 
natives might enjoy without rapine or envy. 
Ariftotle was indeed the oracle of the Weftern 
uni verfities; but it was a barbarous Ariftotle; 
x and, inftead of afcending to the fountain-head, 
his Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt and 
remote verfion from the Jews and Moors of An- 
dalufia. The principle of the crufades was a 
favage fanaticifm ; and the mod important effe&s 
were analogous to the caufe. Each pilgrim was 
ambitious to return with his facred fpoils, the 
relics of Greece and Paleftine ' 7 ; and each relic 
was preceded and followed by a train of miracles 
and vifions. The belief of the Catholics was cor- 
rupted by new legends, their prattice by new 
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chip, fuperftkions ; and the eftablifhment of the inqnifi- 
lxi. tion, the mendicant orders of monks and friars, 
the laffc abufe of indulgences, anjfl the final pro- 
gr^fs of idolatry , flowed from the hateful fount- 
ain of the holy war. The active fpirit of the 
Latins preyed on the vitals of their reafon Mid reli- 
gion; and if the ninth and tenth centuries were 
the times of darknefc, th« thirteenth and four- 
teenth were the age of abfurdity and fabJe. , 

In the proleflion of Chriftianity, in the culti- 
vation of a fertile land, the northern conquerors 
of the Roman empire infenfibly mingled with the 
provincials , and rekindled the embers of the arts 
of antiquity. Their fcttlert tots about the age of 
Charlemagne had acquired fomc degree of order 
and liability, when they were overwhelmed, by 
n$w fwarms of invaders , the Normans, Sara- 
cens " , and Hungarians , who replun^cd the 
weftern countries of Europe into their former 
ftate of anarchy and barbarifm. About the ele- 
venth century , the fecond tempeft had fubfided 
by the expulfion or- convcrfion of the enemies of 
Chriftendom : the tide of civilization, which had 
fo long ebbed, began to flow with a fteady and 
accelerated courfe , and a fairer profpeel was 
. opened to the hopes and efforts of the rifing 
.generations; Great was the increafe , and rapid 
the progrefs , during the two hundred years of 
jbe crulades; and fome philofopners have applaud- 
ed the propitious influence of thefe holy wars, 
which appear to me to have checked rather 
t&au forwarded the; maturity of Europe 6 \ The 
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lives and labours of millions , which were buried chap. 
in the Eaft , would have been more profitably lxi. 
employed in the improvement of their native 
country: the accumulated ftock ofinduftry and 
wealth would have overflowed in navigation and 
trade ; and the Latins would have been enriched 
and enlightened by a pure and friendly corre- 
fpondence with the climates of the Eaft. In one 
refpedt I tan indeed perceive the accidental opera- 
tion of the crufades , not fo much in producing 
a benefit as in removing an evil. The larger 
portion of the inhabitants of Europe was chained 
to the foil, without freedom , or property, or 
knowledge; and the two orders of ecckfiaftics 
and nobles , whofe numbers were comparatively 
fmall , alone deferved the name of citizens and 
men. - This oppreffive fyftem was fupported by 
the arts of the clergy and the fwords of the 
barons. The authority of the priefts operated 
in the darker ages as a falutary antidote : they 
prevented the total extinction of letter*, mitigated* 
tlie fiercenefs of the times , -'fhelteredr* the poor 
and defencelefs , and preferved or revived the 
peace anrd order of civil fociety. But the inde- 
pendence , rapine , and difcord , of the feudal 
lords Were unmixed with tiny fcmblaftCeof good; 
and every hope of induftry and improvement was 
crufiietl by the iron weight of the martial nrifto-- 
cracy. Among the caufes that undermined that 
Gothic edifice, a confpicuous place muft be 
allowed to the crufades. The eftates of the 
barons were diflipated, and their ri^e war often 
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chap, extinguished , in thefe coftly and perilous expe* 
txi. ditions. Their poverty extorted from their pride 
thofe charters of freedom which unlocked the fet- 
ters of the flave, fecured the farm of the peafant and 
the (hop of the artificer , and gradually reftored 
a fubftance and a foul to the mod numerous and 
ufeful part of the community. The conflagration 
which deftroyed the tall and barren trees of the 
foreft gave air and fcope to the vegetation of the 
fmaller and nutritive plants of the foil. 



f Digreflion on the Family cf Courtcnay. 

THE purple of three emperors f who have 
reigned at Conftantinople , will authorife or 
excufe a digreflion on the origin and lingular 
fortunes of the houfe of Courtenay 7 * , in the 
three principal branches , L Of Edcffa; II. Of 
France; and, III. Of England, of which the laft 
only has furvived the revolutions of eight hun- 
dred years, 
origin of I. Before the introduction of trade , which 

the family of f cattfirs riches , and of knowledge , which difpefe 
a. o. xoao. prejudice, the prerogative of birth is molt ltrongly 
felt and moft humbly acknowledged. In every 
age , the laws and manners of the Germans have 
difcriminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 
and counts , who fliared the empire of Charle- 
magne , converted their office to an inheritance ; 
and to his children , each feudal lord bequeathed 
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his honour and his fword. The proudeft families chap. 
are content to lofe in the darknefs of the middle lxi. 
ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, however 
deep and lofty , muft ultimately rife from a 
plebeian root > and their hiftorians muft defcend 
ten centuries below the Chriftian aera , before 
they can afcertain any lineal fucceflion by the 4 

evidence of furnames , of arms , and of authentic 
records. With the firft rays of light 7I , we dif- 
cern the nobility and opulence of Atho, a French 
knight: his' nobility , in the rank and title of 
a namelefs father ; his opulence, in the foundation 
of the caftle of Courtenay in the. diftrid of Ga« 
tinois, about fifty-fix miles to the fouth of Paris. 
From the reign of Robert , the fon of Hugh 
Capet , the barons of Courtenay are confpicuous 
among the immediate vaffals of the crown ; and 
Jofcelin, the grandfon of Atho and a noble dame, . 
is enrolled among the heroes of the firft crufade. 
A domeftic alliance ( their mothers wenj fitters ) 
attached him to the ftandard of Baldwin of Bruges, 
thefecond count of Edefla: a princely fief, which ofEdWa, 
he was worthy to receive , and able to maintain, A - D - 
announces the number of his martial followers: """ 
and after the departure of his coufin , Jofcelin 
himfelf was invefted with the county of Edefla 
on both fides of the Euphrates. By the (economy 
in peace, his territories were replenifhed with 
Latin and Syrian fubjeds ; his magazines with 
corn , wine , and oil ; his caftles with gold and 
filver, with arms and horfes. In a holy warfare , 
of thirty years , he was alternately a conqueror 
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chap, and a captive; but lie died like a foldier, in an 
lxi. horfe-litter at the head of his troops ; and his laft 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkifh invaders 
who had prefumed on his age and infirmities. His 
fpn and fucceffor , of the fame name , Was lefs 
deficient in valour than in vigilance ; but he 

*. fometimes forgot that dominion, is acquired and 

maintained by the fame arts. He challenged the 
hoftilify of the Turks , without feciiring the 
friendship of the prince of Antioch; and, amidft 
the peaceful luxury of Turbeffel , in Syria 7 * , 
Jofceiin negfedted the defence of the Chriftian 
•frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfencc , 
Zenghi , the firft of the Atabeks , befieged and 
ftormed his capital , Edeffa , which was feebly 
^defended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of 
'Orientals : the Franks were oppreffed in a bold 
attempt for its recovery, and Courtenay ended 
his days in the prifon of Aleppo. He ftill left a 
fair arid ample patrimony. But the victorious 
Turks oppreffed on all fides the weaknefs of a 
widow and orphan ; and , for the equivalent of 
an, annual penfion , they refigned to the Greek 
emperor the charge of defending , and the ihame 
of lofing., the laft relics of the Latin conqueft. 
The couritefs-dowagcr of Edeffa retired to Jeru- 
falem with her two children : the daughter , 
Agnes, became the wife and mother of a king; 
the fon, Jofcelin the third, accepted the bffice of 
fenefchal, the firft of the kingdom > and held his 
new tftates in Paleftine by the fervicc of fifty 
■knights. His name appears with honour in, all 
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the tranfadibns of peace and war; but he finally chap. 
vaniflies in the fall of Jernfalem ; and the name ixi. 
of Courtenay, in this branch of EdefTa, was loft 
by the marriage of his two daughters with a 
French and a German baron 73 . 

II. While Jofcelin reigned beyond the Euphrates, IL Tllc 
his elder brother Milo, the foil of Jofcelin , the of Franc*, 
fon of Atho , continued , near the Seine , to pof- 
fefs the caftle of their fathers , which was at length 
inherited by Rainaud, or Reginald, theyoungeft 
of-hitf three fons. Examples of genius or virtue 
muft be rare in the annals of the ofdeft families; 
amr, in a remote age, their piide will embrace 
a deed of rapine and violence; fuch . however, • 

as could not be perpetrated without fome fupes 
riority of courage , or , at leaft, of power. A 
defcendant of Reginald of Conrtenay may blulh 
for the public robber , who ftripped and impri- 
soned feveral merchants , after they had fatisfied 
the king's duties , at Sens and Orleans. He wiH 
glory in the offence, fince the bold offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and reftitution 
till the regent and rhe count of Champagne pre- 
pared to 'march a gain ft him at the head of an 
army 7 \ Reginald beftowed his eftates oif his . 
eldcft daughter, and his daughter on the fevepth foil a<ice with the 
of king Louis the Fat; and their marriage was ro v al family, 
crowned with a numerous offspring. 'We might ' ' 115 °* 
expedt that a private fhould have emerged ina royal 
name, and that the defcendants of Peter of France 
and Mizabeth of Courtenay would have enjoyed 
the title and honours of princes of the blood. But 
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chap, this legitimate claim was long negle&ed and finally 
ixh denied ; and the caufes of their difgrace will re- 
prefent the ftory of this fecond branch, i. Of 
all the families now extant, the mod ancient f 
doubtlefs , and the mod: illuftrious , is the houfe 
of France, which has occupied the fame throne 
above eight hundred years , and defcends , in a 
clear and lineal feries of males , from the middle 
of the ninth century 71 . In the age of the crufades, 
it was already revered both in the Eaft and Welt 
But from Hugh Capet to the marriage of Peter, 
no more than five reigns or generations hadelapf- 
ed ; and fo precarious was their title, that the 
eldeft fons , as a neceffary precaution , were pre- 
vioufly crowned during the lifetime of their 
fathers. The peers of France have long main- 
tained their precedency before the younger 
branches of the royal line ; nor had the princes 
of the blood , in the twelfth century , acquired 
that hereditary luftre which is now. diffufed 
over th% moft remote candidates for the fucceflion. 
2. The barons of Courtenay muft have flood 
high in their own eftimation , and in that of the 
world , fince they could impofe on the fon of a 
Icings the obligation of adopting for himfelf and 
#11 his defendants the name and arms of their 
daughter and his wife. In the marriage of an 
h^irefs with her inferior or her equal , fuch ex- 
change was often required and allowed : but as 
they continued to diverge from the regal ftem , 
the fons of Louis the Fat were infcnfibly con- 
founded with their maternal anccftors ; and the 

new 
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new Courtfcuayg might dafiwe fcar forfeit the- c *h a p, 
honours of 'their ;birth , which *. ipptive of ip- l*i. 
tereft had tempted tfiem ,to renounce, 3. The 
fhame was far more permanent th^n the regard >, 
and a momentary blaze was followed by a long 
darknels, The eldqft fon of tfcefe nuptials, 
Peter of Courtenay, had married ", a$ I have 
already mentioned ,. the fifte? $f the counts of 
Flanders, the two fir ft emperors of CJpnftanti- 
nople : he raihly accepted the invitation of the 
barons of Romania; his two foqis , Robert and 
Baldwin , fucceflively held and loft the remains 
of the Latin empire in the Eaft , and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France *pd of 
Valois. To fupport the expences of a troubled 
and tranfitory reign 9 their patrimonial eftate$ 
were* mortgaged or fold ; and the laft emperprs 
pf Conftantinople depended on the annual charity. 
of Rome and Naples. 

While jthe "elder brothers diflipated their y^e^ltfi 
in romantic adventures , and tine caftle of Cour- 
tepay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
younger branches of that adopted name were 
propagated and multiplied. But their fplendour 
was clouded by. poverty and time : after the de : 
feafe ef Robert, great butler of France, they 
defcended from princes to barons ; the next ge- 
nerations were confounded with the firaple gentry ; 
the descendants of Hugh Capet could no longer 
be vifible in the rural Jords of Tanlay apd of 
Champignelles. The more adventurous embraced 
Vol. XI. I 
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chap, without diihonour the profeflion of a foldier: 
hxu the leaft adtive and opulent might fink , like.thcir 
coufins of the branch of Dreux, into the condi- 
tion of peafants. Their royal defcent , in a dark 
period of four hundred years , became each day- 
more obfolete and ambiguous : and their pedigree, 
inftead of being (enrolled in the annals of the 
kingdohi , muft be painfully fearched by the 
minute diligence .of heralds and genealogifts. It 
was not till the end of the fixteenth century on 
the acceflion of a family, almoft as remote as: 
their own , that the princely fpirit of the Cour- 
tenays again revived; and the queftion of the* 
nobility, provoked them to aflert the royalty, 
of their blood. They appealed to the juftice 
and compaffion of Henry the fourth ; obtained 
a favourable opinion from twenty lawyers of Italy • 
and Germany , and modcftly compared them* 
felves to the descendants of king David , whofc 
prerogatives were not impaired by the lapfe of 
ages or the trade of a carpenter 7 *. But every ear 
was deaf, and every circumitance was adverfe, 
to their lawful claims. The Bourbon kings were 
juftified by the negled of the Valois : the prin- 
ces of the blood more recent and lofty , difdained 
the alliance of this humble kindred : the parliament, 
without denying their proofs , eluded a dangerous* 
precedent by an arbitrary diftin&ion, and eftablifh- 
ed St. Louis as the firft father of the royal line 77 . 
A repetition of complaints and protefts was repeat- 
edly difregarded : and the hopelef5 purfuit was 
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terminated in the prefent century by the death of c h a p. 
the laft male of the family 7 *. Their painful and LXt/ 
anxious fituation was alleviated by the pride of 
confcious virtue : thejr fternly reje&ed the tempt- 
ations of fortune and favour ; &nd a dying Cour- 
tenay would have facrificed his fon , if the youth 
could have renounced ', for any temporal in- . 
tereft, the right and title of a legitimate prince 
of the blood of France 7 *. 

III. According to the old regifter of Ford Ab- in The 
bey, the Gourtenays of Devonfliire are defcended JaXt 
from prince Flows , the fecond fon of Peter , and r 
the grandfon of Louis the Fat *\ This fable 
of*the grateful or venal monks was too refpedi- 
fully entertained by our antiquaries, Cambden ,l 
and Dugdale ,a ; but it is fo clearly repugnant t& 
truth and time , that the rational pride of the fa- 
rtiily now refufes to accept this- imaginary founder/ 
Their jmoft faithful hiftorians believe, that after* 
giving his daughter to the king's fort*, Reginald* 
of Courtenay Abandoned his poffeffions in France/ 
and obtained from the Englifh monarch a fecond* 
wife and a new inheritance. It is certain, afc 
lead , that Henry the fecond diftinguiihed in his» 
camps and councils , a Reginald , of the name 
and arms, and, as it may be fairly pfefumed, 
6f the genuine race, of the Cdurtenays of France* 
The right of wardfhip enabled a feudal lord to- 
reward his vaflal with the marriage and eftate of 
a noble heirefs ; and Reginald of Courtenay ac- 
quired a fair eftabliflhment in Devonlhire, where 
his pofterity has betn lea ted above ftx hundred 

I* 
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chap/ yeafs if . From a Norman baron , Baldwin de 
XXL. Brioniis , who had been inverted by the Con- 
queror, Ha wife , the wife of Reginald, derived 
the honour of Okehampton i which was held by 
the fervice ^f ninety -three knights; and a female 
might claim the manly offices of hereditary vif- 
count or fheriff, and of captain of the royal caftle of 
Exeter. Their fon Robert married the fitter of the* 
earl of Devon; at the end of a century, on the 
. failure of the family of Rivers M , his great-grand- 
fon, Hugh the fccond, fucceeded, to a title which; 
was dill confidered as a territorial dignity ; and 
The earis of twelve eafls of Devonfhire , of the name of 
Devonshire. Comtmay , h*ye flourifhed in a period of two 
hundred and twenty years. They were ranked 
among the chief of the barons of the realm; nor 
was it till after a ftrenuous difpute, that they 
yielded to the lief of Arundel , the firft place in 
the parliament of England: their alliances were 
tiontra&ed with the nobleft families, the Veres, 
Defpenfers, S%. Johns, Talbbts, Bohuns, and 
even the fhntagwets themfelves; and in a coa- 
teft with John of Lancafter, a Courtenay, bilhop 
of London, and afterwards archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, might be accufed of profane confidence in 
tfac ftrength and number of his kindred. In peace, 
the earls of Devon refided in their numerous caf- 
ttes and manors of the weft: their ample revenue 
was appropriated to devotion and , hofpitality ; 
and the epitaph of Edward, furnaraed, from his 
misfortune, the blind 9 from his virtues/ the good % 
earl, inculcates wkh much ingenuity a moral 
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fentence , which may however be abufed by chap. 
though tlefs generality. After a grateful eornmef- t». 
moration of the fifty - five years of union a«wt 
happinefs, which he enjoyed with Mabel his wife,, 
the good earl thus fpeaks from the tombr 

What we gave ,. we have; 
What we fpent, we had> 
What we left, we loft f \ 

But their toffes, in this fenfe, were for foperior t& 
their gifts and expenses; and their heirs, not 
Icfs than the poor, were the objedts of their 
paternal care. The fums which they paid for 
livery and feifm , atteft the greatnefe of their pof- 
feflions; and feveral eftates have remained in 
their family fince the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries. In war, the Con r ten ays of England 
fulfilled the duties , and deferved the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrofted to tevy 
and command the militia of Devon/hire and Corn- 
wall ; they often attended their fupreme lord 
to the borders of Scotland; and in foreign fe*> 
vice , for a ftipulated price , they fcmetimes main- 
tained fourfcore men at arms and as many archers. 
By fea and land they fought under tl$e ftandar<£ 
of the Edwards and Henries: their names ace 
confpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in 
the original lift of the order of the garter; three 
brothers fhared the Spanifh vi&ory of the Black 
Prince; and. in the lapfe of fix generations, the 
Englifh Courttnays had learned to defpife the 
cation and country from which they derived 
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crap, their origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the 
iku carls of Dfevon adhered to the houfe of Laricafter, 
and three brothers fucceflively died , either in 
the field or on the fcaffold. Their honours and 
eftates were reftored by Henry the feventh; a 
daughter of Edward the fourth was not difgraced 
by the nuptials of a Courtenay ; their fon, who 
was created marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the fa- 
vour of his coufin Henry the eighth ; and in the 
camp of Cloth of Gold , he broke a lance agairift 
the French monarch- But the favour of Henry 
was the prelude of difgrace; his difgrace was the 
fignal of death; and of the vi&ims of the jealous 
tyrant , the marquis of Exeter is one of the moft 
noble and guiltlefs. His fon Edward lived a pri- 
soner in the Tower, and died an exile at Padua; 
and the fecret love of queen Mary, whom he 
flighted, perhaps for the princefs Elizabeth, has 
ihed a romantic colour on the ftory of this beau- 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into ftrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts; and his perlbnal honours, as 
if they bad been legally ex^ind, were revived by 
the patents of fucceeding princes. But there ftill 
furvived a lineal descendant of Hugh the firft earl 
of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtenays, 
who have been (bated at Powderham caftle above 
four hundred years from the reign of, Edward 
the. third to the prefent hour. Their eftates have 
been encreafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been recently 
ireftored to thq. honours of the pee/age. Yet the 
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Comtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto , which chap. 
afferts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of lxi. 
their ancient houfe ". While they figh for paft 
greatnefs , they are doubtlefs fenfible of prefent 
bleffings: in the long feries 0$ the Courtenay 
annals , the moft fplendid aera is likewife the moft 
unfortunate; nor can an opulent peer of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors qf Conftantji- 
nople, who wandered over Europe to folicit 
alms for the fupport of their dignity and the de- 
fence of their capital. 
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CHAP, 'ufitr 



'$%b &rt& fZnipetors '6? tfke dkJ Ednjtatttirtdple. ±- 
'' l BeMiofi aft& l&tyn of Michdkl Pdkoty'us, — 
^' J Jfti faife* UniM with tht pope and the Latin' 
Church. — Hoftile Defigns of tftaties'of Ah- 
jou. — Revolt of Sicily. — War of the Cata- 
lans in AJia and Greece. — Revolutions and prefent 
State of Athens. 

JL HE lofs ©f Conftantinople reftored a momentary 
lxil vigour to the Greeks. From their palaces, the 
Feftoiat?on princes and nobles were driven into the field; 
and the fragments of the falling monarchy were 
grafped by the hands of the moft vigorous or the 
moft fkilful candidates. In the long and barren 
pages of the Byzantine annals x , it would not be 
Theodore an eafy talk to equal the two chara&ers of Theo- 
^'d* ^ 0re Lafcaris and John Ducas Vataces \ who 
1204-^-1225. replanted and upheld the Roman ftandard at Nice 
in Bithynia. The difference of their virtues was 
happily fuited to the diverfity of their fituation. 
y In his firft efforts the fugitive Lafcaris com- 

manded only three cities and two thoufand fold* 
iers : his reign was the feafon of generous and 
a&ive defpair: in every military operation he 
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fUked his life and crown; and his rcnemies, of f«u. 

the, Hellel^ont and the Meander, were furprifed ,w»f. 

by.-hifc celerity and fubdued by his boldaefc. A 
x ritaorious reign of eighteen years expdndecf the 

principality of Nice to the magnitude of aia em- 
. jrire. The throne of his fucceflbr and, fon-in»law John Ducftr 

Vatacts was founded bn a more foJid bafis, ft ^"d. 

larger fcfcpe, and more plentiful refource*; 4^4 ,a - a — l2 ^t 

st-wa* the temper, as well as the inCereft, of Va- oaober 3 ° # 

taces to calculate the rifle, to exped the mofcpenf, 
'and to eofure the fticcefs, of his aftibitipus defignS. 

In the decline of the Latins , I have briefly fexpofed 
rthe progrefs ^of the Greeks^ thje prudent andgn** 
<lual advances of a conqueror ¥ who, in a reign 

ef fchirty*thnee years, refct*ed the provinces from 

national and foreign ufurpers, till he pre (Ted on 
-all fide* the Imperial cky, a leaflets and fcplefs 
trunk which muft fall at the firft fttoke of the 
axe. But his interior and peaceful adminjftnttioa 
as ftill Ebore deferving of ftottce 4od praife '. The 

calamities of the time* had wafted -the numbers 
and. the fubftance of the Greeks: the ofrptives 
land tile means of agriculture t¥ere extirpated ; 
add the mod (Fertile tends were left without cuU ' 
tivation or inhabitants. A portion of this vacant 
property Was Occupied and improved by the 
coflarriand, and for the benefit, -of the emperor? 
a powerful hand and a vigilant eye fupplied *nd 
furpaflfed* by a flcilful management, the mmute 
diligence o| a private farmer : the iroyal domain 
became the garden and granary of Afia:, and 
Without impoverifhing thfe people, the (Sovereign. 
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chat, acquired a ftmd of innocent and produ&ive 
I, XI I. wealth. According to the nature of the foil, his 
lands were fown with corn or planted with 
vines: the paftures were filled with borfes and 
oxen , with flieep and hogs ; and when Vataces 
prefented to the emprefs a crown of diamonds 
and pearls, he informed her with a fmile that 
this precious ornament arofe from the fale of the 
«ggs of his innumerable poultry. The produce of 
his domain was applied to the maintenance of 
his palace and hofpitals , the calls of dignity and 
benevolence : the leffon was ftill more ufeful 
than the revenue : the plough was reftored to its 
ancient fecufity and honour ; and the nobles 
were taught to- feck a fure and independent Re- 
venue from their eftatcs, inftead of adorning their 
fplendid beggary by the oppreffion of the peo- 
ple , or ( what is almoft the fame) by the favours 
of the court. The fuperfluous ftock of corn and 
cattle was eagerly purchafed by the Turks , with 
whom Vataces preferved a ftrid and fincere alii- 
ance ; but he difcouraged the importation of foreign 
manufactures , the coftly filks of the Eaft, and 
the curious labours, of the Italian looms. "Tire 
<c demands of nature and necfcffity," was he accuf- 
tomed to fay , a are indifpen fable ; but the influence 
<c of falhion may rife and fink at the breath of a 
* monarch;" and both bis precept and example 
recommended Simplicity of manners and the ufe 
of domeftic indufUy. The education of youth 
and the revival of learning were the moft ferious 
objeds of his care ; and , without deciding the 
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spfeeedency , he pronounced with t*ut4*, that a chap. 
.prince and a. philofopher 4 are the two moft eqii- xxn. 
jjent characters of human focit ty. His firft vdfc 
was Irene, the daughter of Theodore Lafcaris, 
*a woman more iliqftrious by her psrfonal merit, 
the milder virtues of her fex, than by the blood 
-of the Angeli add Cqipneni, that flowed in her 
: veins, and transmitted the inheritance of the em- 
pire. After her death he was con traded to Anne 
or Conftance, a natural, daughter of, the emperor . 
Frederic the fecond; but as the bride had not 
attained the years of puberty, Vatkces placed in 
his folitary bed an Italian damfel of her train; 
.and his amorous, weaknefs beftowcd on: the con- 
cubine the honours, though not ■. the title , of 
lawful emprefs. { His frailty was cenfured as ■ a 
.flagitious and damnable fin by the monks ; and ' 
their rude invedives ptercifed and difpbyedthe 
patience of the royal lover. A philosophic age 
•may excufeqp fingle vice , which was redeemed 
by ia crowd of virtues; and. in the review of his 
faults, and the more: intemperate paffioos. of Laf- 
caris, the judgment of, their couteinpoEaries.was 
foktned by gratitude. to the fecond founders of 
the empire *. The flaves of the Latins,, without 
Jaw or peace, applauded the happinefe ofthejhr 
brethren who had refomed their national freedom ; 
and Vataces employed the laudable policy of con- 
vincing the Greeks of every dominion that ft 
was their intereft to be < enrolled in the number 
4rf his fubjedts. ' 
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* A *. A ftfong f£*fc of d*getiWacy' is vifible tfik 

lxh. tween John Vataces and his foft Theodore ; bt- 

Tbeodore tween t y it fender who foftaincd the weight, and 

Lafcans If, ... . , . - . . r . » 

a. d. izi% 9 the heir who enjoyed the iplendour, of the Ini* 

A a D ber i2°r"P erial erown# - ^ et ** charaa « r °f Theodore 
Auguft, * was not devoid of energy ; he had been educated 
in the fchool of his father , in the exetfrife of war 
and hunting: Constantinople was yet Ipated; bift 
in the three years of a feort feign , he thrice led 
iiis armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fullied by a choleric; and fufpicious temped: 
(the firft of thefe may be afcribed to the ignor- 
ance of controul ; and the fecond might naturally 
arife from a dark and imperfect view of the cor* 
xuption of mankind. On the inarch in Bulgaria, 
he cohfataed on a queftion of policy bis j>rincipAl 
mmifters ; and the Greek iogothett , George A* 
crojtatita, pre fumed to offend him by the decla- 
ration of a free and honed opinion. The empe- 
ror half- unflieathed his fcymetarj^but his fftotfe 
deliberate rage re&rved Aeropolita for a bafer 
punilhment. One of the firft officers of the em- 
pire was ordered to difnaount, ftripped of his 
robes, and extended on the ground in the pro- 
fence of the prince and army. In this pofturfe 
he was chaftifed with fo many and fach heavy 
blows from the clubs of two guards or execu- 
tioners , that when Theodore commanded then* 
to ceafe, the great logotbete was fcarcely able to 
arife and crawl away to his tent After a fecltf- 
fion of fome days , he was recalled by a peremp- 
tory mandate to his feat in council; and fo dead 
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were th* Greeks to the fenfe of honour and ihame, chap. 
that it is from the narrative of the fufferer him- Lxn# 
fclf that we acquire the knowledge of his dif- 
grac* 7 . The cruelty of the emperor was ex- 
asperated by the pangs of ficknefi, the approach, 
qi a premature end , and the fufpkion of potion 
3nd magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes 
3od limbs, f f his kin fan en and nobles, were fa* 
crificed to each fally of paffion; and before he 
died , the (on of Vataces might deferve from the 
people , or at leaft from the court , the appella- 
tion of tyrant A matron of the family of the 
Falxologi had provoked his anger by refufing to 
bellow her beauteous daughter on the vile pie- , 
beian who was recommended by his caprice. 
Without regard to her birth or age, her body> 
as high as the neck , was ioclofcd in a fack with 
fcveral cats, who were pricked with pins to irritate 
ifceir fury againft their unfortunate feilow-captiv=e. 
In his laft hours , the emperor teftified a wifh ttf 
forgive and be forgiven , a juft anxiety for the 
fate of John bis fon and fucceflbr , who , at the" 
age of eight years , was condemned to the dan- 
gers of a long minority. His lad choice entrufted Mikity of 
the office of guardian to the fao&ty of the pa- J ! d1ui ****** 
triarch Arfenius, and to the courage of George A?i>.i2S9. 
Muzalon, the great domeftic , who was equally* Auguft. 
diftinguifhe4 by the royal favour and the public t 
hatred. Since their connexion with the Latins, 
the names and privileges of hereditary rank hid 
ifcfmuated themfelves into the Greek monarchy; 
smd the noble families * were provoked by th* 
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chap archbiflhop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept. 
hXu. the judgment of God in the fiery proof of the 
ordeal "j Three days before the trial, the patient's 
arm was enclofed in a bag, and fecured by the* 
royal fignet; and it was incumbent on hkn to 
^ bear a red-hot ball of iron three times from the 

altar to the rails of the farxftuary, without arti- 
fice and without injury. Palxologus eluded the 
dangerous experiment with fenfe and pleafantry. 
« I am a foldier," faid he, * and will boldly 
« enter the lifts with my accufers: but a layman, 
c< a finner like myfelf , is not endowed with the 
c * gift of miracles. Tour piety, moft holy pre- 
** late , may defer ve the interpolation of. heaven , 
" and from your hands I will receive the fiery 
Cl jglobe, the pledge of my innocence." The arch* 
bifhop darted; the emperor fmiled* and the ab- 
' folution or pardon of Michael was approved by. 
new rewards and new fervices. IL In the fuc 
ceeding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice , he was fecretly informed , that the mind 
ef the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy i 
and that death , or blindnefc , would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen* 
tence of Theodore, the conftable, with fome fol- 
lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire; 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the defer t, he found an hofpitable refuge in 
die court of the fultan. In the ambiguous ftate 
of an exile , Michael reconciled the duties of gra- 
titude and loyalty : drawing his fwprd againft the 
Tartars; admoniflung the gamfons of the RoimujL 

limit; 
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limit; and promoting by his influence, the reftor- CHAP« 
ation of peace, in which his pardon and recall lxiu 
were honourably included. III. While he guarded 
the Weft againft the defpot of Epirus , Michael 
was again fufpeded and condemned in the palace) 
and fuch was bis loyalty or Mreaknefs, that he 
fubmitted to be led in chains above fix hundred 
miles from Durazzo to Nice. The civility of tjbe 
meffenger alleviated his difgrace; the emperor's 
ficknefs difpelled his danger; and the laft breath 
of Theodore, which recommended his infaat fon, 
at once acknowledged the innocence and the 
power of Palaeologus. . . 

But his innocence had been too unworthily His tlevtttoit 
treated, and his power was too ftrongly felt, to t0 the t $' 0,n *> 
curb an af pi ring fubjed in the fair field that was 
opened to his ambition *\ In the council after 
the death oF Theodore., he was the firft to pro* 
nounce, and the firft to violate, the oath of al* 
legiance to Muzalon; and fo dextrous was his 
condud, that he reaped the benefit, without in- 
curring the guilt, or at leaft the reproach, of the 
fubfeqtfcnt maffacre. In the choice of a regent, 
he balanced the interefts and paflions of the caiv 
didates j turned their envy and hatred from him- 
felf againft each other, andforced every competitor* 
to own , that after his own claims , thofe of Pa* 
teologus wtere beft entitled to the preference. . 
Under the title of great duke, he accepted or «* 
affumed , during a long minority , the adiv? 
powers of government ; the patriarch was- 3 
veiaer&bl* name.; and the fadious nobles we*$ 

'■ Vol. XL K 
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chap, feduced, or oppreffed , by the afcendant of his 
LJttL genius. The fruits of the (Economy of Vataces 
were depofited in a ftrong caftle on the banks of 
the Hermus , in the cuftody of the faithful Varan- 
gians: the con {table retained his command or in- 
fluence over the foreign troops; he employed the 
guards to poffefs the treafure, and the treafure 
to corrupt the guards ;_ and whatsoever might be 
the abufe of the public money , his chara&er was 
above the fufpicion of private avarice. By him- 
felf, or by his emiffaries, he ftrove to perfuadc 
every rank of fubje&s, that their own profperity 
would rife in juft proportion to the cftablifhment 
of his authority. The weight of taxes was fuf- 
pended , the perpetual theme of popular com- 
plaint; and he prohibited the trials by the ordeal 
and judicial combat. Thefe Barbaric inftitutions 
were already abolifhed or underminecf in France " 
and England lf ; and the appeal to the fword of- 
fended the fenfe of a civilized ,7 f and the temper 
of an unwarlike, people. For the future main- 
tenance of their wives and children, the veterans 
\vrere grateful : the prieft and the philofopher ap- 
plauded his ardent zeal for the advancement of 
religion and learning; and his vague promife of 
rewarding merit, was applied by every candidate 
to his own hopes. Confcious of the influence 
, of the clergy, Michael fuccefsfully laboured to 
Secure the fufFrage of that powerful order. Their 
expenfive journey from Nice to Magnefia, af- 
forded a decent and ample pretence : the leading 
prelates were tempted by the liberality of his 
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nofturnal vifits ; and the incorruptible patriarch t tt A f » 
Was flattered by the homage of his new colleague, t.fcrt» 
who led his mule by the bridle into the town* 
And removed to a refpe&ful diftance the impdN 
tunity of the crowd. Without renouncing his 
title by royal defcent, Palaeologus encburaged a 
free difcuffion into the advantaged of ele&ive 
monarchy; and his adherents afked , with the in- 
folence of triumph, what patient would truft his 
health , or what merchant Would abandon his 
Veffel, to the hereditary (kill of a phyfician or a 
pilot? The youth of the emperor, and the im- 
pending dangers of a minority, required the fup- 
port of a mature and experienced guardian; of 
an alfociate, raifed above the envy of bis equals, 
and inverted with the name and prerogatives of 
royalty. For the intereft of the prince and peo- 
ple, without any felfifli views for himfclf or bis 
family, the great duke cfcnfented to guard and 
inrtrudt the fon of Theodore ; but he fighed for 
the happy moment when he might reftore to his 
firmer hands the adminiftratidri of his patrimony, 
and enjoy the bleflings of a private ftation, He 
was firft inverted with the title and prerogatives 
of defpot) which beftowed the purple ornaments* 
and the fecond place in the Roman monarchy. 
It Was afterwards agreed that John and Michael 
ffiould be proclaimed as jdint-emperors, and raifed 
on the buckler, but that the pre-eminence fhoiild 
be rcfefved for the birth-right of the former* A 
mutual league of amity was pledged between 
the royal partners; and in cafe of * rupture, the 

K * 
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CHAP. 
IXIJ. 



Michael Pa- 
Isologus em- 
peror, 
A. D. 12*0, 
January I. 



Recovery of 

Conftanti- 

nople. 

A. D. 1261, 

July 2?. 



fubje&s were bound, by their oath of allegiance, 
to declare themfelves againft the aggreffor, an 
ambiguous name , the feed of difcord and civil 
war. Pabeologus was content; but on the day 
of the coronation , and in the cathedral of Nice , 
his zealous adherents mod vehemently urged the 
juft priority of his age and merit. The unfea- 
fonable difpute was eluded by poftponing to a 
.more convenient opportunity the coronation of 
John Lafcaris \ and he walked with a flight diadem 
in the train of .his guardian, who alone received 
the Imperial crown frqm the hands of the patri- 
arch. It was not without extreme reludtance that 
Arfenius abandoned the caufe of his pupjl ; but 
the Varangians brandifhed their battle-axes ; a 
fign of affent was extorted from the trertobling 
youth; and fome yoiqes were heard, that the life 
of a child fhould no longer impede the fettlement 
of the nation. A full harveft of honours and em- 
ployments was distributed among his friends by 
the grateful Palaeplogus. In his own family he 
created a defpot and two febaftocrators 5 Alexius 
Strategopulus was decorated with the title of 
Caefar; and that veteran commander foon repaid 
the obligation , by. reftoring Conftantinople to 
the Greek emperor. 

It was in the fecond year of his reign , while 
he refided in the palace and gardens of Nym- 
phxum ,§ hear Smyrna , that the firft meffenger 
arrived at the dead of night; and the ftupendous 
intelligence was imparted to Michael ,, after he 
h<id been gently waked by the tender precaution 
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of his fitter Eulogia. Tfoe man was unknown chap, 
or obfcure; he produced no fetters from the lxik 
vi&orious C#far; nor could it eafily be credited 
after the defeat of Vataces and the recent failure 
of Pal^ologus himfelf , that the capital had been 
furprifed by a detachment of eight hundred fold- 
iers. As an hoftage , the doubtful author was 
confined, with the aflurance of death or an ample 
recompence ; and the court was left fome hours 
in the anxiety of hope and fear, till the meffengers 
of Alexius arrived with the authentic intelligence, 
and difplayed the trophies of the conqueft , the 
fword and foeptre lf , the buOcins and bonnet **, 
of the ufurper Baldwin , which he had dropt in 
his precipitate flight. A general aflembly of the 
bifliops , fenators , and nobles , was immediately 
convened, and never perhaps w;as an event receiv- 
ed with more heartfelt and univerfal joy. In a 
ftudied oration , the new fbvereign of Conftan- 
tinople congratulated his own and the public' 
fortune. '" There was a time/' faid he, " a far 
* c diftant time, when the Roman empire extended 
" to the Adriatic, the Tigris, and the confines 
cc of ./Ethiopia. After the lofs of the provinces , 
a our 'capital itfelf, in thefe laft and calamitous 
a days , has been wrefted froha our hands by the 
a Barbarians of the Weft. From the loweft ebb , 
c< the tide of profperity has again returned in 
ct our favour; but our profperity was that of 
a fugitives and exiles ; and when we were aflced, 
K which was the country of the Romans , we 
* indicated with a blufh the climate of the globe 

K 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



134 TH£ DECLTNE AND FALL 

h A t% a and the quarter of the heavens. The divine 

Mil, * c Providence has now reftored to our arms the 

< c city of Conftantine , the facred feat of reli- 

* gion and empire ; and it will depend on our 

cc valour and condudl to render this important 

c * aqquifition the pledge and omen of future 

Return of the « vi&ories. " So eager was the impatience of 

peror, 6 " 1 the P"occ and people , that Michael made his 

A-d. i2«i, triumphal entry into Conftantinople only twenty 

*vguft-ui< j a y S a f tcr (be expulfion of the Latins.^ The 

golden gate was thrown open at his approach; 

the devout conqueror difmounted from his horfe ; 

and a miraculous image of Mary the Conduftrefs 

was borne before him , that the divine Virgin in 

perfon might appear to condudl him to the 

temple of her fqn, the cathedral of St. Sophia, 

But after the firft tranfport of devotion and pride, 

he fighed at the dreary profpedl of folitude and 

ruin. The palace was defiled with fmoke and 

dirt, and the grofs intemperance of the Franks; 

whole ftreets had been confumed by fire,, or were 

decayed by the injuries pf time ; the facred and 

profane edifices were dripped of their ornaments; 

and, as if they were confeious of their approach-. 

ing exile, the induftry of the Latins had been 

cpnfined to the work of pillage and deftru&ion,. 

Trade had expired under the preffure of anarchy 

and diftrefs; and the numbers of inhabitants had. 

decreafed with the opulence of the city. It was 

the firft care of the Greek monarch to reinftate. 

the nobles in the palaces of their fathers; and 

the houfes cq: the ground \yhich they occupied 
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were reftored to the families that could exhibit chap. 
a legal right of inheritance. But the far greater lxii; 
part was extindl or loft; the vacant . property , 
had devolved to the lord; he repcopled Conftan* 
tinople by a liberal invitation to the provinces; 
and the brave volunteers were feated in the capital 
which had been recovered by their arms. The 
French barons and the principal familie$ had 
retired with; their emperor ; but the patient and 
humble crowd of Latins was attached to the 
country, and indifferent to the. change of matters, 
lnftead of banilhing the fa&ories of the Pifans*, 
Venetians , and Genoefe , the prudent fconquer or 
accepted their oaths of allegiance , encouraged / 

their induftry , confirmed their privileges , and 
allowed them to live under. the jurifdi&ion of 
their proper magiftrates, . Of thefe nations , the 
Pifans and Venetians preferved their refpe&ivc 
quarters in the city; but the ferviees and power 
of the Genoefe deferved at the fame time the 
gratitude and the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their 
independent colony was firft planted at the fea* 
port town of Heraclea in Thrace, They were 
fpeedily recalled and fettled in the exclufive 
poffeffion of th< fuburb of Galata, an advanta* 
geous poft, in whi$h they revived the commerce, 
and infulted the majefty ^ of the Byzantine 
empire ". , 

. The recovery of Coinftantinople was- celebrated PaUoiogut 

^1 t ^1 .. blinds an 4 

as the sera of a new empire : the conqueror , banishe$ tlle 
Alone, and by the right of the fword, renewed young empe^ 
his coronation in the church of St. Sophia; and ror ' 

K 4 
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I 



Pep. ?s. 



chap. ^ e 'name' and honours of John Lafcaris , his 

Lxn. pupil and lawful fovereigw , were infenfibly 

a. n. i26i, aboliftied. But his claims ftiil lived in the minds 

of the people; and the royal youth muft fpeedily 

attain the years of manhood and ambition. 

By fear or conference* Paiaeologus was reftrained 

from dipping his hands in innocent and royal 

blood; but the anxiety of an ufurper and a parent 

urged him to fecure his throne, by one ofthofe 

imperfed crimes fo familiar to the modern Greeks; 

The lofs of fight incapacitated the young prince 

for the a&ive bufinete of the world : inftead o£ 

the brutal violence of teaming out his eyes, the 

vifual nerve was deftroyed by the intenle glare 

of a red-hot bafon ** , and John Lafcaris was 

removed to a diftant cattle , where he fpent 

many years in privacy and oblivion. Such cool 

and deliberate guilt may feem incompatible 

with remorfe ; but if Michael could truft the 

mercy of heaven , he was not inacceffible to the 

reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which he 

had provoked by cruelty and treafon. His cruelty 

impofed on a fervile court the duties of applaufe 

or filence ; but the clergy had a right to fpeak 

in the name of their invifible matter ; and 

their holy legions were led by a prelate, whofe 

character was above, the temptations of hope or 

fear. After a fhort abdication of his dignity, 

Arfenius *' had eonfented to afcend the eccle- 

fiaftical throne of Conftantkopie , afrd to prefide 

in the reftoration of the church. His ' pious 

ftoipjicify \(& Jong deceived by the arts of 
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Palaeologus ; and his patience and fubmiflion ch a p. 
might footh the ufurper and protect the fafety 1x11. 
of the young prince. On the news of his 
inhuman treatment, the patriarch unfheathed the 
fpiritual fvvord ; and fuperftition , on this occa- 
sion , was enlifted ih thfe caufe of humanity and 
juftice. In a fynod of bifhops , wh"6 were ■* «**»*««- 
{Simulated by the example of his zeal , the "h^patlurch 
patriarch pronounced a fentence of excommunica- Arfenius, 



A. D. 



tion ; though his prudence ftill repeated the name ^ 6t _, 
of Michael in the public prayers. The eaftern 
prelates had not adopted the dangerous maxims 
of ancient Rome; nor did they prefume to enforce 
their cenfures, by depofmg princes, or abfolving 
nations from their oaths of allegiance. But the 
Chriftian , who had been feparated from God 
and the church , became *n objeA of horror; 
and , in a turbulent and fanatic capital , thaj 
horror might arm the hand of anaffaffin, or 
inflame a fedition of the people. Palaeologus felfc 
his danger, confeffed his guilt, and deprecated his 
judge : the adl was irretrievable ; the prize was 
obtained ; and the moft rigorous penance , which 
he folicited, would have raifed the finner to the 
reputation of a faint. The unrelenting patriarch 
refufed to announce any means of atonement or 
any hopes of mercy; and condefcended only to 
pronounce , that , for fo great a crime , great 
indeed muft be the fattsfa&ion. " Do you re- 
" quire , " faid Michael , a that I Ihould abdicate 
" die empire? " And at thefe words, he offered, 
or feemed to offer, the fwojd of ftate. Arfenius 



268. 
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chap, eagerly grafped this pledge of fovereignty ; but 
uuu when he perceived that the emperor was unwil- 
ling to purchafe abfolution at fo dear a rate , he 
indignantly efcaped to his cell , and left the royal 
finner kneeling and weeping before the door a \ 
Sehifinofthe The danger and fcandal of this excommunica- 
Arr "- W n* tion fubfifted above three years , till the popular 
is66 — 13x2, clamour was affuaged by time and repentance ; 
till the brethren of Arfenius condemned his in- 
flexible fpirit , fo repugnant to the unbounded 
fbrgivenefs of the gofpel. The emperor had 
artfully infinuated, that, if he were ftill rejeded 
at home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, 
a more indulgent judge ; but it was far more 
v eafy and effectual to find or to place that judge 

at the head of the Byzantine church. Arfenius 
was involved in a vague rumour of confpiracy 
|ind difaffe&ion ; fome irregular fteps iti his 
ordination and government were liable to cenfure; 
a fynod depofed him from the epifcopal office; 
and he was tranfported under a guard of foldieoi 
to a fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before his 
exile, he fullenly requefted that a ftrid account 
might be taken of the treafures of the church; 
boafted that his fole riches , three pieces qf gold , 
had been earned by tranfcribing the pfalms; 
continued to affert the freedom of his mind ; and 
"-denied, with his laft breath,, the pardon which 
was implored by the royal finner *\ After fome 
delay , Gregory , bifhop of Adrianople , was 
tranflated to the Byzantine throne ; but his 
authority was found infufficient to fupport the 
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absolution of the emperor ; and Jofcph, a re- oh 4 p, 
verend monk, was fubftituted to that important lxh. 
fundion. This edifying fcene was, represented . 
in the prefence of the fenate and people; at the 
end of fix years , the humble penitent was 
reftored to the communion of the faithful ; and 
humanity will rejoice , that a milder treatment 
of the captive Lafcaris was ftipulated as a proof 
of his remorfe. But the fpirit of Arfenius ftill 
furvived in a powerful fadion of the monks and 
clergy, who perfevercd above forty-eight years 
in an obftinate fchifm. Their fcruplps were treats 
ed with tenderaefs and refped by Michael and 
his fori; and the reconciliation of the Arfenites 
was the ferious labour of the church and ftate. ^ 

la the confidence of fanaticifm they had propofed 
to try their caufe by a miracle ; and when the 
two papers , that contained their own . and thp 
adverfe caufe , were caft into a . fiery brafier 
they expeded that the Catholic verity would be 
refpeded by the flames. Alas ! the two papers 
were indiscriminately confumed, and this unfore- 
feen accident produced the union of a day , and 
renewed the quarrel of an age *'• The final 
treaty difplayed the vidory of the Arfenites : the 
clergy attained during forty days from all eccle- 
fiaftical fundlions; a flight penance was impofed 
on the laity ; the body of Arfenius was depofited 
in the fanduary ; and in the name of the departed 
faint, the prince and people were releafed froo* 
*he fins of their fathers *\ 
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» A P. 

Reign of 
Michael Pa- 
Ixologus, 
A. D. 12?9. 
Dec* I — 
A. D. 1282, 
Dec. II. 
Reign of 
Andronicus 
the Elder, 
A. D. J 273, 
Nov. 8 — 
A. D. 1332 , 
February 13. 



- Ttie eftablifhraent of His family was the motive, 
or at leaft the pretence, of the crime of Pabeologus ; 
and he was impatient to confirm the fucceffion , by 
fbaring with hi$ eldeft fon the honours of the 
purple. Andronicus , afterwards furnamed the 
Elder , was proclaimed and crowned emperor of 
the Romans , in the fifteenth year of his age ; and , 
from the firft aera of a proline and inglorious reign, 
he held that auguft title nine years as the col- 
league, and fifty as the fucceffor , of his father. 
Michael himfelf, had he died in a private .ftation, 
would have been thought more worthy of the 
empire : and the aflfaults of his temporal and 
fpiritual enemies, left him few moments to labour 
for his own fame or the happinefs of his fubje&s. 
He wrefted from the Franks feveral of the nobleft 
iflands of the Archipelago , Lefbos , Chios, and 
Rhodes : his ; brother Conftantine was fent to 
command in Malvafia and Sparta ;, and the eaftera 
fide of the Morea , from Argos and JJapbli to 
Cape Tsenarus , was repofleffed by the Greeks, 
This effufion of Chriftian blood was loudly 
condemned by the patriarch ; and the infolent 
prieft prefurtf^d to interp6fe his fears and fcruples 
between the arms of princes'. But in the profe- 
cution of thefe weftern conquefts, the countries 
beyond the Hellefpont were left naked to the 
Turks ; and their depredations verified the pro- 
phecy of a dying fenator, that the recovery of 
Constantinople would be the ruin of Afia. The 
victories of Michael were atchieved by his lieu-' 
tenants j his f\yord rutted in the palace ; and in 
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the tranla&ions of the emperor with the popes p a fc p. 
.and the king of Naples, his political artp werp lxii. 
ftained with cruelty and fraud a \ . 

I. The Vatican was the moft natural refuge of H | s union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven froip hU ^ t ch t ur e ch ** 
throne ; and pope Urban the fourth appeared to pity a. d. 
the misfortunes, and vindicate the caufe, of the ,a7 * — Ia77 * 
fugitive Baldwin, A crufade ? with plenary in- 
dulgence , was preached by his command againft 
the fchifmatic Greeks ; he excommunicated their 
allies and adherents; folicited Louis the ninth in 
favour of his kinfman ; and demanded a tenth of . 
the ecclefiaftic revenues of France and England 
foT the fervice of the holy war 3 *. The fuhtle 
Greek, who watched the rifmg tempeft of the 
Weft , attempted to fufpend or footh the hoftility 
of the pope, by fuppliant embaflies and refpettful 
letters ; but he insinuated that the eftablifhment 
of peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obe- 
dience of the Eaftern church. The Roman court 
could not be deceived by fo grpfs an artifice; 
- and Michael was admonifhed , that the repentance 
of the fon fhould precede the forgivenefs of the 
father; and that faith (an ambigoous word) was 
the only bafis of friendship and alliance. After 
a long and affe&ed^ delay , the approach of danger, 
and the importunity of Gregory the tenth , com- 
pelled him to enter on a more ferious negociation : 
he alleged the example of the great Vataces 5 and 
the Greek clergy, who underftopd the intention^ 
of their, prince, wpre not alarmed by. the firft 
fleps of reconciliation apd refpeft. But YfhttK he 
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chap, prefiTed the conclufion ©f the treaty i they ftrenu- 
txiV oufly declared, that the Latins, though not in 
name , were heretics in fad; , and that they de- 
ipifed thofe ftrangers as the vileft and moft de- 
fpicable portion of the human race *\ It was the 
taflc of the emperor to perfuade , to corrupt , to 
intimidate, the tnoft popular ecclefiaftics, to gain 
the vote of each individual i and , alternately to 
Urge the arguments of Chriftian charity and the 
public welfare. The texts of the fathers and 
the arms of the Franks were balanced in the 
theological and political fcale; and without ap- 
proving the addition to the Nicerte creed , the 
moft moderate were taught to confefs , that the 
two hoftile propofitipns of proceeding from the 
Father by the Son , and of proceeding from the 
Father AND the Son , might be reduced to a fafe 
and Catholic fenfe s \ The fupremacy of the 
pope was a dodlrine. more eafy to conceive , but 
more painful to acknowledge ; yet Michael re- 
prefented to his rtaonks and prelates, that they 
might fubmit to name the Roman bifliop as the* 
firft of the patriarchs ; and that their diftance and 
discretion would guard the liberties of the Eafteni 
church from the mifchievous confequerices of the 
right of appeal. He protefted that he would 
facrifice his life and empire, rather than yield 
r the fmalleft point of orthodox faith or national 
independence; and this declaration was fealed and 
ratified by a golden bull. The patriarch Jofeph 
withdrew to a monaftery, to refign or reftime 
bis* throne j according to the event of the treaty i 
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the letters of union and obedience were fubfcribed chap. 
by the emperor, his fon Andronicus , and thirty- lxu. 
five archbifhops and metropolitans, with their 
refpe&ive fynods ; and the epifcopal lift was 
multiplied by many diocefes which were annihi- 
lated under the yoke of the infidels. An embafly 
was compofed of fome trufty minifters and pre- 
lates j they embarked for Italy , with rich orna- 
ments and rare perfumes, for the altar of Sti 
Peter ; and their fecret orders authorifed and re- 
commended a boundlefs compliance. They were 
receivedin the general council of Lyons, by pope 
Gregory the tenth, at the head of five hundred 
bifliops ,a . He embraced with tears his long-loft 
and repentant children ; accepted the oath of the 
ambaffadors,-who abjured the fchifm in the name 
of the two emperors; adorned the prelates with 
the ring and mitre; chaunted in Greek and Latin 
the Nicene creed with the addition of filioque ; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft, 
which had been r^ferved for hi*reign,. To con- 
fummate this pious work , the Byzantine deputies 
were fpeedily followed by the pope's nuncios; 
and their inftrudion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not.be fitisfied with the 
vain title of fuprcmacy. After viewing the tern* 
per of the prihce and people, they were enjoined 
to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy , who fhould 
fubferibe aiyi fwear their abjuration and obedience; 
to eftablifh in all the churches the ufe of the per- 
fed creed ; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his 
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office ; and to inflrud the emperor in the advan- 
tages which he might derive from the temporal 
protection of the Roman pontiff ". 

But they found a country without a friend , 
a nation in which the names of Rome and Union 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled 
by Veceus , an ecclefiaftic of learning and modera* 
tion; and the emperor was ftill urged by the fame 
motives, to perfevere in the fame profeflGons. 
But in his private language , Palaeologus affe&ed 
to deplore the pride , and to blame the innova- 
tions , of the Latins ; and while he debafed his 
character by this double hypocrify, he juftified 
and punifhed the oppofition of his fubje&s. By 
the joint ftiffrage of the new and the ancient 
Rome, a fentence of excommunication was pro 
nounced againft the obftinate fchifmatics : the 
cenfures of the church were executed by the 
fword of Michael ; on the failure of perfuafion , 
fie tried tjie arguments of prifon and exile, of 
whipping and mutilation; thofe touch-ftones, 
fays an hiftorian , of cowards and the brave. 
Two .Greeks ftill reigned in iEtolia , Epirus , and 
Theffaly, with the appellation of defpots: they 
had yielded to the fovereign of Conftantinople ,' 
but they reje&ed the chains of the Roman pontiff, 
and fupported their refufal by ftitcefsful arms. 
Under their protection , the fugitive juonk* and 
bifhops affenrtbled in hoftile fynods ; and retorted 
the pame of heretic with thq galling addition of 
apoftate: the prince , of Trebizond was tempted 

to 
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to afiittfce the forfeit title of emperi 
the Latins erf Negrppont , Thebes , Attn* 
the Morea, forgot . the merits of the coi. 
to join j % with open or clandeftin* aid* the e^ 
roics of Palaeologus. His favourite generals » oi 
his own blood and family, fijeqeflively deferted* 
or betrayed, the £acrilegiou$ truft. His lifter 
Eulogia, a niece , and two femate coufw$, coa- 
fpired againft him } another niece , Mary queen 
of Bulgaria , negociated hi* ruin with the fultan 
erf Egypt ; and , in the public dye > theif treafoft 
Was confecrated a& the moft Sublime virtue *\ 
To the popes nuncios T who urged the confor- 
mation erf the work, Palaeologtfs expofed a naked 
teckaj of all that he had done and Juffered for 
their fake. They were aflured that the guilty 
fe<fUries, of both fexes and every jrank, had been 
deprived of their honours , their fortunes, and 
their liberty ; a fpreading lift of confiscation *n<4 
mmi foment , which involved many perfon* , th$ 
dearefl to the emperor, of the beft deferving of 
his favour. They were conducted to the priibn, 
to behold four princes of the royal blood chained 
in the four corners , and ihaking their fetters )a 
an agony of grief and rage. Two of th*fe cap* 
lives were afterwards releafed ; the 4>m by fub« 
fftiflfitttt, the other by death : but the obftinacy 
4f their two companions was chaftifed by the lofc 
#f their eyes ; and the Greeks, the leaft adverfo 
t& the union , deplore that cruel and inaufpicioti* 
tragedy ". PerfecutoTs muft expedk the hatred 
ef thofe whom they opprefe \ bat they *omm<yniy 
Vol XL J, 
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find fome confolation in the cdfiitiotty of their 
corifcience , the applaufe of their party , and , 
perhaps , the fuccefs of their undertaking. But 
the hypocrify of Michael , which was prompted 
only by political motiv9s , muft have forced him 
to hate himfelf, to defpife his followers , and 
to efteem and^ envy the rebel champions by 
whom he was detefted and defpifed. While his 
violence was abhorred at Conftantinople, at 
Rome his' flownefs was arraigned and his fincerity 
fufpedled; till at length pope Martin the fourth 
excluded the Greek emperor from the pale of 
a. church, into which he was ftriving to reduce 
ti fchifmatic people. No fooner had the tyrant 
expired, than the union was diffolved , and 
abjured by unanimous conferrt ; the churches 
were purified ; the penitents were reconciled ; 
and his» (on Andronicus, after weeping the fins 
and errors of his youth , moft piouQy denied his 
father the burial of a prince and a Cbriftian J \ 
II. In the diftrefs of the Latins, the walls and 
towers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay : 
{hey were reftoved and fortified by the policy 
bf Michael , who depofited a plenteous ftore 
February 26. of corn i art< | falt p ro vifions , to fuftain the 

fiege which he might hourly cxpedl from the 
fefentment of the Weftern powers. Of thefe, 
the foVereign of the two Sicilies was the mod 
formidable neighbour ; but as long as they were 
pofleffed by Mainfroy , the baftard of Frederic the 
fecond , his monarchy was the bulwark rather 
than the annoyance of the Eaftern empire. The 
ufurper, though a brave and aftive prince, was 
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fufficieotly employed in the defence'of his throne* chap. 

his profcription jbylfucceflive popes had feparated lxil 

Mainfroy from the common caufe of the Latins? 

sjmd the forces that might halve befieged Conftan- 

tinople , were detained, in ja crufade againft the 

domeftic enemy of Rome, J The prize of her 

avenger? the crown of the two Sicilies , was won 

and worn by the brother of St. Louis, by Charles 

countjof Anjou and Provence, who led the chi* 

vahy of France on this holy expedition ? 7 < Tho 

difaffe&ion of his Chriftian fubje&S compelled 

Mainfroy to enlift a colony, of Saracens whom 

his father had planted in Apulia : and this odiouS 

fuccour will explain the defiance of the Catholic 

hero , who rejeded all terms of accommodation. 

c< Bear this meffage , " faid Charles, <c to the 

" fultan of Nocera , that God artd the fword are 

** umpire between us ; and that he fhall either 

u fend me to paradife , or I will fend him to 

u the pit of nell. " The armies mefc, and though 

I am ignorant of Mainfroy 's. doom in the othef 

world, in this he loft his friends, his kidgdorili 

and his life,, in the bloody battle of Benevento; 

Naples and Sicily were immediately peopled witfy 

a warlike race of French nobles; and their afpir- 

ing leader embraced the future ponqueft of Africa, 

Greece, and Paleftine. The raoft fpecious reafon? 

might point his firft arms againft the Byzantine 

empire; and Pateologus, diffident of his own 

ftrength , repeatedly appealed from the ambition 

of Charles to the humanity of St. Louis , who 

ftill preferred a juft afcendant over the mind pf 

h z 
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chap* his ferocious brother. For a while the attention 

lx&u of that brother was ccxrfined at home by the 

invafion of Conradin, vhelaft heir of the imperial 

houife of Swafcia : hut the hapfefs boy funk in 

, the unequal confiid $ and his execution on a 

public fcaffolld taught die rivals of Charles to 

tremble for their heads as 'well as their dominions. 

A fecond refpite was obtained by the laft crufade 

of St. Louis to the African coaft ; and the double 

motive of inoerejft aod -duty urged the Icing of 

Naples toaffifty/wltbliis powers and hisprefence, 

the holy ett<fc^>p*fe.< Tie death ef St. Louis re- 

Je&fed him 'foom the importunity of a virtuous 

fcenfor ; ' the >kmg of Tunis confeffed himfelf the 

Threatens tributary and v-aflal of the crown of Sicily; ,and 

the Greefc the boldeft ot $he French kai^fts were free to 

!u d^w*' entift under Ms banner againft the Greek empire. 

etc. A treaty and a ^marriage united his intereft with 

the houte of Cotortenay ; his daughter Beatrice 

n VraS promifed to f^hilip, fon and heir of (he em- 

j>ef<5r Baldwin ; a penfion of fee hundred ounces 

of gold was allowed for his maintenance; and 

his generous father diftributed among his allies 

the 'kingdoms and l pro*viaees ofHhefiaft, Tderv- 

ihg ^orily Coriftantinople , and orte day's journey 

round #*e city , ?6r the Imperial domain ." In 

this -perilous momenft, Palaeologus was the moft 

eager to fabferibe the creed , and implore the 

protte&ion, of the Rbman pontiff, who aflumed; 

with propriety and Weight , the character of an 

angel of peace ,. the common father of the ; Chrif- 

tians. l By his voice , the f\yord of -Charles, was 
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chained in the fcabbard ; and the Greek ambat chap. 
fadors beheld him, in the pope's antichamber, txn, 
biting his ivory ' fceptre in a trartfport of fury f 
and deeply refenting the refufal to enfranchife 
and confecrate his arms* He appe&te to have 
refpc&ed the difinderefted mediation- of Gregory 
the tenth; but Charles was infenfibly difgufted 
by the pride and partiality of Nicholas the 
third ; and his attachment to hi& kindred , the 
Urfini family, alienated the moft ftieriuous cham- 
pion from the fervice o( the church. The hoftile 
league againft the Greeks, of Philip the Latirr 
emperor, the king tff the two Sicilies-, and the 
republic of Venice, x*a& ripened into* execution; 
and the election of Martin? the fourth, a French 
pope > gave a fen&ioi* to the caufe. Of the 
allies, Philip fopplied hisTname, Martin, a bull' 
of excomnrnnicatioa, the Venetians , a fquadron 
of forty gallies ; and the formidable powers of 
. Charles confided* of forty counts , ten thoufand 
men at arms , a numerous body of infantry , and 
a fleet of more than three hundred ihips and* 
tranfports, A diftant day was appointed for at 
fembling this mighty force in the harbour of 
Brindift : and a previous attempt was rifked with 
a detachment of three hundred krrights , who in- 
vaded Albania aad befieged the fortrefs of Bel- 
grade. Their defeat might armife with a triumph 
the vanity of Conftantkiople ; but the more 
fagacious Michael, defpairing of his arms, de- 
pended on the effe&s of a cenfpi'racy; on the 

' L 3 * 
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c h a P. fecret workings of a rat, who gnawed the bdw- 
lxti. firing ,9 of the Sicilian tyrant. 
Paiaeoiogus Among the prqfcribed adherents of the hoofc 

thf retoit of of Swabia • Jphn of Pr °cida forfeited a fmall ifland 
Sicily, of that name in the bay of Naples. His birth 

A. D. 1280. was noble , but his education was learned ; and 
in the poverty of exile , he was relieved by the 
practice ofphyfic, which he had ftudied in the 
fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him nothing 
to lofe,, except life; and to defpife life is the 
firft qualification of a rebel. Procida was endow- 
ed with the art of negociation , to enforce his 
reafons , and difguife his motives <\ and in his 
various tranfadtions with .nations 2nd men, he 
cpuld perfuade each party that he laboured fokly 
for thdr intcreft. The new kingdpms of Charles 
were afflidted by every fpecies of fifcal and military 
oppreffion 4P ; and the live.s and fortunes of his 
Italian fubjedls were facrificed to the greatnefs 
of their mafter and the licentioufnefs of his fol-^ 
' lowers. The hatred of Naples was repreffed by 

his prefence ; but the lopfer government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
" averfion , of the Sicilians i the ifland was roufed 
to afenfe of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; 
and he difplayed to every baron his private in- 
tcreft in the common caufe. In the confidence 
jd£ foreign aid , he fucceflively vifited the courts 
of the Greek emperor, and of Peter k;ng of 
Arragon 4r , who poffeffed the maritime countries ; 
of Valencia and Catalonia. To the ambitious 
Peter a cro\yn was prefented, which he might 
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jwftly claim by his marriage with the fitter oi chap. 

Mainfroy, and by the dying voioe of Coaradin , x uch« 

who from the fcaffbld had caft a ring to his heir 

and avenger. Falaeoiogus was eafiJy perfuaded ta 

divert his enemy from a foreign war by a rebel* 

lion at home ; and a Greek, fubfidy of twenty* 

five thoufand bounces, of gold was moft .profitably* 

applied to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under 

an holy banner to the fpefciour attack of the 

Saracens of Africa. In the di%uife of a manic 

6r beggar , die indefatigable miffionary of revoltt 

flew from Conftantinople. to Rome , ami front 

Sicily to Saragoflk : the treaty was fealed witk 

the fignet of pope Nicholas himfelF, , the enemy> 

of .Chnrles; and his deed of gift transferred the 

fiefs . of St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou td 

that of . Arragcm. So widely difiufed and fo freely 

circulated , the fecret was preferved Above two* 

years wkh impenetrable difcretiori.; and each ot 

the conijpirators imbibed the maxim of Peter.; 

who declared tljat he would cut off his kft«han*$ 

if it were confeious Qf the intentions of his rights 

The mine was prepared with deep And dangerous 

artifice; but it may be queftioned, whether thei 

inftant explofion of Palermo, were the effeft of 

accident or defign. ' !•,.■ ; 

On. the vigil of Eaftec , a proceffion of the. Tin Siciiiaiv 
clifarnjed citizens, vifited a church without the **^™* B2 
walk; and a noble damfel was rudely infulted i March 3w 
by a French foldier -\ The ravifiier-waa inftandyt 
punifhed with death; and if the people was afe 
firft fcattcred by a military force, their numbs** 
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c a *ip*> £nd fury jjfrevitifed : the confpirators fei?ed the 
lxh. opportunity; the flame fprcad DVtrr.thc ifland; 
and eight thoufand French were exterminated » 
a promifcuous maffacre, which has obtained the, 
Blame of the Sicilian Vespers 4 \ . From every 
eity the banners of freedom and the church were 
displayed : the revolt was infpired by the pre* 
feAce or the foul of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, 
who failed from the African co^ft to Palermo,. 
Was faluted as the king and favioqr of the ifle. 
By the rebellion of a people on whom he had 
fo long trampled with impunity r Charles waa , 
jdtonifhed and confounded ; and in the firft agony 
of grief and devotidn , he was heard to exclaim , 
¥ O God ! if thou haft decreed to bumble me, grant 
? me at leaft a gentle and gradual defcent from the 
*j pinnacle of greatnefe ! " His fte£t and army, which 
already filled; the fas-ports of Itiily , were haftily 
recalled from the fervideof the Grecian war; ami 
the fituation of Mefiina tapofed that town to the 
frftftorin of hi6 revenge. Feeble in themfclves, 
and yet h6pelcfs of foreign faccour \ the citizens 
•wpiild h&ver repented r imd fabimittcd on the 
aflurance of full pardon and their apcitnt privw 
ltegrfs. Bias the: pride of the monarch wa* already 
rekindled ; and the moft fervent intteatie* of the 
fegttfc could extort na mdre than A promife , that 
. he would forgive the remainder, after a chofert 
Eft of eight hundred febek had been yielded tor 
bjfe diferetion. .-.-The defpair of the Meflinefo 
f*new«d thejij cstarig* j Peter of Awagoh ap- 
proached t^i their relief 44 ; acid his rival wa* 
driven b*c&by the failure qf provifipa and the 
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terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian fhore. c H a p< 
At the fame moment , the Catalan admiral , the lxu» 
famous Roger de Loria , fwept the channel with D « fcat of 
an invincible fquadroq : the French fledt, morev 0ctobet \ 
numerous in transports than in gallies, was either 
burnt or deftroyed ; and th& fame blow # affured: 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire, A few days before his death , 
the emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an, 
enemy whom he hated and efteemed; and per- 
haps he might be content with the popular judg-, 
ment , that had they not been matched with, 
each other, Conftantinople and Italy muft fpeedily 
have obeyed the fame mafter 4S . From thift 
difaftrous moment, the life of Charles was a 
feries of misfortunes; his capital was infulted, 
his fon was made prifoner, and he funk into 
the grave without recovering the ifl4 of Sicily t 
which, after a war of twenty years, was finally, 
fevered from the throne of Naples , and trans-, 
ferred , as an independent kingdom , to a younger 
branch of the houfe of Arragon- 4 '. x 

I fhall not, I truft, be accufed of fuperftition : The ftrvfee 
but I muft remark, that, evdn in this world > *he^ f d c ^" |a 6 n f g 
natural order of events will fometiraes afford the in the Greek 
ftrong appearances of moral retribution. Thefirft empi j[ e j ) 
Falaeologus had faved his empire by involving 1303— 1307, 
the kingdoms of the Weft in rebellion and 
fejood; and from thefe feeds of difcord, Uprofe 
a generation of iron men , who affauked and en* 
dangered the empire of his fon. In modern times, 
+*t debts and Wipes are the fecm poifon, whicfc 
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chap/ ftill corrodes the bofom of peace ; but in the 
lxii. weak and diforderly government of the middle 
ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of the 
diflbanded armies. Too idle to work, too promt 
to beg , the mercenaries were accuftomed to a 
life of rapine : they could rob with more dignity. 
and effed under a Banner and a chief; and the 
fovereign, to whom their fervice was ufelefs and 
their prefence importunate, endeavoured to dis- 
charge the torrent on fome neighbouring conn* 
trtes. After the peace of Sicily , many thoufands 
of Genoefe, Catalans *\ &c. who had fought, by 
fea and land , under the ftandard of Anjou or 
Arragon, were blended into one nation by the 
rcfemblance of their manners and intereft. They 
beard that the Greek provinces of Afia were in- 
vaded by the Turks : they refolved to fhare the 
harvcft of pay arid plunder; and Frederic king 
of Sicily moft liberally contributed the means 
of their departure. In a warfare of twenty years, 
a fhip, or a camp, was become their country; 
arms were their fole profeflion and property j va-. 
lour was the only virtue which they knew; their 
women had imbibed the fearlcfs temper of their 
lovers arid hufbands: it was reported, that, with 
a^ftroke of their broad-fword, the Catalans could 
cleave a horfeman and an horfe ; and the report. 
itfelf was a powerful weapon. Roger de Flor 
was- the moft popular of their chiefs; and his 
perioral' merit overlhadowed the dignity of bis 
prouder rivals of Arragon. The offspring of a 
marriage: between a German gentleman of the 
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court of Frederic the fecohd and a damfel of chap. 
Brindifi, Roger was fucceffively a templar/ an lxii.: 
apoftato, a pirate,, and at length the richeft and 
mod powerfuL admiral of the Mediterranean. He 
failed from Meffina to Conftantinople , with: 
eighteen gallies , four great fhips , and eight , 

thoufand adventurers ; and his previous treaty 
was faithfully accomplifhed by Andronicus the 
elder, who accepted with joy and terror this for- 
midable fuccour. A palace was allotted for his 
deception, and a niece of the emperor was given 
in marriage to the valiant ftranger, who was im- 
mediately created great duke or admiral of Ro- 
mania. After a decent repofe, he tranfported 
his troops over the Propontis, and boldly led 
them againft the Turks: in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Modems were flaih : he 
raifed the fiege of Philadelphia , and deferved 
the name of the deliverer of Afia. But after a. 
fliort feafon of profperity , the cloud of flavery 
and ruin again burft on that unhappy province. 1 
The inhabitants efcaped (fays a Greik hiftorian) 
from the ftnoke into the flames; aod^the hoftilityi 
of the Turks was lefs pernicious than the friend- 
fhip of the Catalans. The lives and fortune* 
which they had refcued , they confidered as their, 
own : the willing or relu&ant maid was. faved 
from the race of circumcifion for the -embraces 
of a Chriftian foldier : the exa&ion of fines and, 
fupplies was enforced by licentious rapine and 
arbitrary executions; and, on the refiftance of 
Magnefia, the great duke befieged a city of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



X&6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap. Roman dmpire 4I . Thefe diforders he excufed 
ucu» by the wrongs and paflions of a victorious army ; 
nor would his own authority or perfon have 
been fafe, had he dared to punifh his faithful 
followers, who were defrauded of the juft and 
Covenanted price of their fervices. The threats 
and complaints of Andronicus difclofed the naked-) 
Heft of the empire. His golden bull had invited 
no more than five hundred horfe and a thoufand 
foot foldiers; yet the crowds of volunteers, wha 
migrated to the Eaft, had been enlifted and fed 
by his fpontaneous bounty. While his braveft 
allies were content with three byzants, or pieces 
of gold, for their monthly pay, an ounce, or 
even two ounces-, of gold were affigned to the 
Catalans, whofe annual penfion would thus amount 
to near an hundred pounds fterling: one of their 
chiefs had iriodeftly rated at three hundred thou* 
fend crowns the value of his future merits; and 
above a million had been iffued from the treafurjr 
for the maintenance of thefe coftly mercenaries. 
'A •cruel tax had been impofed on the corn of the 
hufbandman: one third was retrenched from the* 
folaries of the public officers; ana the ftandard 
of the Coin was fo fhamefully debafed , that of 
the four-and-twenty parts only five were of pure 
gold f \ At the fummons of the emperor, Roger 
evacuated a province which no fonger fupplied 
the materials of rapine ; but he refufed to difperfe 
his troops j and while his ftyle was refpe&ful, 
tiis conduct was independent and hoftile. He: 
protefted, that if the emperor fhoutd march againft 
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him , he would advance fatty paces to kifs the € K k p. 
ground before him , but in rifmg from this pr<* • WHI. 
Urate attitude Roger had a life and fword at the 
fervice of his friends. The great duke of Roma- 
nia condescended to accept the titk and orna- 
ments of Oefar ; -but he rejeded the new propo- 
fal of the government of Afia with a fobfidy of 
corn and money, on condition that he fbould 
reduce his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand men. Aflaffination is the laft refource 
ttf cowards. The C«far was tempted to vifit the 
Toyal refidence of Adrianoplc : in the apartment, 
and before the eyes, of the emprrfs, he was [tab- 
bed by the Alani guards ; and , though the iced 
was imputed to their private revenge , his coun* 
trymen , who dwelt at Conftanttnople in the 
fecurity of peace , were involved in the fame 
proscription by the prince or people. The ioh 
of their leader intimidated the crowd of adven- 
turers, who hoifted the fails of flight, and werte 
Toon Scattered round the coafts of the Mediter- 
ranean. But a veteran band of fifteen hundred 
•Catalans or French ftood firm in the ftrong 
fortrefs of GallipoK on the Hellefpont , difplayed 
the banners of Arragon , ,and offered t© Teveoge 
and juftify their chief by an eqtid combat of ten 
or an 'hundred warriors. Inftead of accepting this 
1>oid defiance , the empieror Michael , the fon and 
colleague of Andronicus , refolved to opprefe 
them with the weight of multitudes : every nerv* 
was ftrained to form an army of thirteen thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot; and the ftr opontis 



Digitized by 



Google 



i$» THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c hap. was covered with the (hips of the Greeks and 
lxh. Genoefe. In two battles by fea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrowu 
by the defpair and difcipline of the Catalans • the 
.young emperor fled to the palace; and an infuf- 
iicient guard of light-horfe was left for the pro- 
tedlipn of the open country. Vi&ory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers r every 
nation was blended under the name and ftandard 
of the great company i and three thoufand Turkifh 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervice to 
join this military affociation. In the pofTefliqn 
of Gallipoli , the Catalans intercepted the trade 
of Conftantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devaftations on either fide of the 
Hellefpont over the confines of Europe and Afia. 
To prevent their approach , the greateft part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafte by the 
Greeks themfelves: the peafants and their cattle 
Retired into the city; and myriads of fheep and 
<5xen, for whjch Neither place nor foot could be 
procured, were unprofitably flaughtered on the 
fame day. Four times the emperor Andronicus 
fued for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 
repulfed, till the want of provifions, and the 
difcord of the chiefs , compelled the Catalans to 
evacuate the banks of the Hellefpont and the 
neighbourhood of the capitaL After their fepar- 
ation from the Turks , the remains of the great 
company purfued their march through Macedo- 
nia and Theflaly, to feek a new eftabliihnxcnt \\\ 
the heart of Grcrte J _\ 
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/•.After fome ages of oblivion , Greece was ail A B- 
awakened to new misfortunes by the arms of the txit 
Latins. In the two hundred and fifty years be- Revo,ution$ 
tween the firft.and the laft con'queft: of Conftari- a. d.' 
tinople, that venerable land was difputed by a I2 ° 4 M?<5, 
multitude of petty tyrants; without the comforts 
of freedom and genius, her ancient cities werfe 
again plunged in foreign and inteftine war; and, 
if fervitude be preferable to anarchy, they might 
,repofe with joy under the Turkifh yoke. I Ihall 
not purfue the obfeure and various dynafties* 
that rofe and fell on the continent or in the ifles; 
but our filen.ee on the fate of Athens ,l , would 
argue a ftrange ingratitude to the firft and pureft 
fchool of liberal feienjee and amufement. In the 
partition of the empire , the principality of Athens 
and Thebes \vas affigned t6 Otho de la Roche, 
a noble warrior of Burgundy '*, with the title 
of great duke ", which the Latins underftood in 
their own fenfe, and the Greeks more foojiihly 
derived from the age of Conftantine 5 \ Otho^ 
followed the ftandatfd of the marqffc ofMontfer- 
rat; the ample ftate which he acquired by a 
miracJe of condudl or fortune s \ was peaceably 
inherited by his fon and two grandfons, till th« 
family, though not the nation, was changed, by 
the marriage of an heirefs, into the elder branch 
of the houfe of Bcienne. The fon of that mar- 
riage, Walter de Brienne, fucceeded to the dutchy 
of Athens; and, with the aid of fome Catalan 
mercenaries, whom he invefted with fiefs, re- - 
duced above thirty caftles of the vaffal or neigh- 
bouring lords. But when he ^yas informed of 
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chap, the approach and ambition of the great company, 
LXH. he collected a force of feven hundred knights, 
fix thoufand four hundred horfe , and eight thou- 
fand foot, and boldly met them on the banks 
of the river Cephifus in Bceotia. The Catalans 
amounted to no more than three thoufand five 
hundred horfe, and four thoufand foot: but the 
deficiency of numbers was compenfated by ftra- 
tagem and order. They formed round their camp 
an artificial inundation : the duke and his knights 
advanced without fear or precaution on the 
verdant meadow: their horfes plunged into the 
bog; and he was cut in pieces, with the greateft 
part of the French cavalry. His family and nation 
were expelled ; and his fon Walter de Brienne* 
the titular duke of A then*, the tyrant of Florence, 
And the coriftable of France, loft his life in the 
field of Poitiers. Attica and Bceotia were the 
■rewards of the victorious Catalans i they married 
the widows and daughters of the IHin 5 and during 
fourteen years, the great company wa6 the te*- 
ior of the fftecian ftates. Their fa&ions drove 
them to acknowledge the Sovereignty of the 
boiife of Arragon ; and during the remainder of 
the fourteenth century, Athens,** a? a govern- 
ment br an appanage, was fucceffively beftowed 
by the kings of Sicily. After the French and 
, Catalans, the third dynafty was that of the Ac- 
Caioli, a family, plebeian at Florence, potent at 
Naples, and fovereign in Greece. Athens, which 
they embelliflhed with new buildings, became 
the capital of a ftate, that extended over Thebes, 
• Argos, 
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&rgos, Corinth, Delphi, arid a part ofTheflaly; chap, 
and their reign was finally determined by Maho- lxu. 
met the fecond, who ftrangled the taft duke, and 
educated his. fons in the discipline and religion 
of the feraglio. 

Athens s \ though no more than the fhadow of Prefent fta ^ 
her former felf, ftill contains about eight or ten ° 
thoufand inhabitants: of thefe, three-fourths are * 
Greeks in religion and language; and the Turks, 
who compofe the remainder , have relaxed , in 
their intercourse with the citizens, fomewhat of 
the pride and gravity of tlreir national chara&er. 
The olive-tree > the gift of Minerva, flourishes 
in Attica; nor has the honey of mount Hymettus 
loft any part of its exquiftte flavour 57 : but. the 
languid trade is monopolized by Grangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Walachians. The Athenians are ftill * 
diftinguiihed by the fubtlety arid acutenefs of 
their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unlcfj 
ennobled by. freedom and eqlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and,felfiih cunning: 
and it is a proverbial faying, of the country, 
" From the Jews* of Theffalonica, the Turks of, 
" Negropont, and the Greeks of Athens, good 
"Lord deliver, us!" This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Turkifh bafhaws, b^ 
an expedient which alleviates their fervitude and 
aggravates their fhame. About the middle of the 
laft century, the Athenians chofe for .their pro- 
testor the Kitlar Aga., or chief black eunuch of . 
the feraglio. This ./Ethiopian flave, who poffefies 
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chap, the fultan's ear, condefcends to accept the tribute 
iXli. of thirty thoufand crowns: his lieutenant, the 
Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may 
referve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
more; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, that 
they feldom fail to remove and punifh an oppref- 
five governor. Their private differences are de- 
cided by the archbifhop , one of the richeft pre- 
lates of the Greek church , fince he poffeffes a 
revenue of one thoufand pounds fterling; and by 
a tribunal of the eight geronti or elders, chofen in 
the eight quarters of the city: the noble families 
cannot trace their pedigree above three hundred 
years > but their principal members are diftinguiflhed 
by a grave demeanour, a fur-cap, and. the lofty 
appellation of archon. By fome, who delight in 
the contraft, the modern language of Athens is 
reprefented as the mod corrupt and barbarous of 
the feventy diale&s of the vulgar Greek J * : this 
jjidture is too darkly coloured ; but it would not 
be eafy, in the country of PJato and Demofthencs, 
to find a reader, or a copy, of their works. The 
Athenians walk with fupine indifference among 
the glorious ruins of antiquity; and fuch is the 
debafement of their charader, that they are in- 
capable of admiring the genius of their predecef- 
fors". 
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CHAP. LXIIL 



Civil Wars 9 and ruin of the Greek Empire. — Reigns 
pf Andronicus , the Elder and Tounyer 9 and John 
PaUoloyus. — Rtyenty , Revolt, Reign, and Abdica- 

' tion of John Cantacuzene. — Eftabtishment of a 
Genoefe Colony at Fern or- Galata*->-Their War* 
with the Empire and City of Confiantinople. 



JL HE long retgn of Andronicus x the el<Jer is chap. 
chiefly memorable, by, the difputes of the : Gi^eefe lxjii. 
thurch, the inv^fion of the Catalans, and the s «pcrfHtion 
rife of the Ottoman power. He is celebrated as ^Tthe 
the moft learned and virtuous .prince of tfie 3ge:$ times, 
but fuch virtue, and fuch learning, contributed g^J** 
neither to the perfection of the individual , nor 
to the happinefs of fociety. A flav« of the moft 
abjeA fuperftition , he was furrounded on all 
fides by'vifiWe and in vifible enemies; nor were 
the flames of hell l^fs dreadful to his fancy, t;han 
thofe of a Catalan or TurkjCb war. Under the 
reign of the Palaeologi, the choice of the patriarch 
was the moft important bufmfcfs of the ftatc; the 
heads of the Greek , church were ambitious ?ud 
fanatic monks ; and their vices or virtues, thejr 
learning or ignoratfee , were equally mifchievous 1 

or contemptible. By his intemperate difcipline, 
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chap, the patriarch Athanafius * excited the hatred of 
lxiii. the clergy and people: he was heard to declare, 
that the finner (hould fwallow the laft dregs of 
the cup of penance ; and the foolifli tale was 
. propagated, of his punifliing a facrilegious afs 
that had tailed the lettuce of a convent garden. 
Driven from the throne by the universal clamour, 
Athanafius compofed before his retreat two papers 
of a very oppofite qaft. His public te (lament was 
in the tone of charity and refigriatfon;' the private 
codicil breathed the dire ft anathemas again ft the 
authors of his- difgface , whom he excluded for 
ever from the communion of the holy trinity, 
the angels , and the faints. This laft paper he 
inclofed in an earthen pot , which was placed , 
by his order, on the top of one of -the pillars in 
. the dome of St. Sophia, in the diftant hope of 
difcovery and revenge. At the end of four years , 
forae youths , climbing by a ladder in fearch of 
pigeons nefts, ddteded the fatal fecret; and as 
Andronicus felt 1 hkiifclf touched and bound by 
the -excommunication , he trembled on the brink 
of the abyfs which had been fo treacheroufly 
dug under his feet. A fynod of biffiops was 
i'nftantly convened to debate this important 
^ueftion: the rafhnefs of thefe clandeftine anathe- 
mas was generally condemned ; but as the knot 
could be untied only by the fame hand, as that hand 
was now deprived df the crofter , it appeared 
that this poflhumous decree was irrevocable by 
any earthly power. Some faint teftimonies of 
repentance an4 pardon were extorted from the 
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author of the mifchief ; but the conscience of the chap, 
emperor was ftill woundqd , and he defired , with LxHt. 
no lefs ardour th?n Athanafius hirafelf, the re- 
ftoration of a p^friarch, by whom alone he could 
be healed. At the dead of night p a monk rudely 
knocked at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague and famine , of 
inundations and earthquakes, Andronicus ftarted 
from his bed , and fpent the night in prayer , till 
he felt , or thought that he felt , a flight motion: 
of the earth. The emperor on foot led the 
bifliops and monks to the cell of Athanafius; 
and , after a proper refiftance , the faint , from 
whom this meffage jhad been fent, confented to 
abfolve the' prince t and govern the church , of 
Conftantinople. Untamed by difgrace , and 
hardened by folitude , the ihepherd was again 
odious to the flock ; and his enemies contrived 
a Angular , and as it proved a fuccefsful , mode 
of revenge. In the night , they ftole away the 
footftool or foot-cloth of hi^ throne , which they 
iecretly replaced with the decoration of a fatincal 
pidture. The emperor was painted yvith a bridle 
in his mouth , and Athanafius leading the trad- 
able beaft to the feet of Chrift. The authors of 
the Hbel were dete&ed and pianilhed ; but as their 
lives had been {pared, the Chriftian pried in 
fallen indignation retired to his cell; and the 
eyes of Andronicus , which had been opened few: 
? moment , were again clofed by his fucceffdr. 

If this tranfattion be one of the moftr curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years , I cannot 
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chap, at lead accufe the brevity of my materials , 
i^tili. fince I reduce into fome few pages the enormous 
folios of Pachymer * , Cantacuzene 4 , and Nice- 
phorus Gregoras f , who have compofed the 
prolix and languid ftory of the times. The name 
and fituation of the emperor John Cantacuzene 
might infpire the moft lively curiofity. His 
memorials of forty years extend from the revolt 
of the younger Andronicus to his own abdication 
of the empire ; .and it is obferved , that , like 
Mofes and Cacfar , he was the principal a&or in 
the fcenes which he defcribes. But in this 
eloquent work, we fhould vainly feek the fincer- 
ity of an hero or a penitent. Retired in a 
cloyfter from the vices and paflions of the world, 
he prefents not a confefEon , but an apology , of 
the life of an ambitious ftatefman. Inftead of 
unfolding the true counfels and chara&ers of men, 
he difplays the fmooth and fpecious furface of 
events , highly varnifhed with his own praifes 
and thofe of his friends. Their motives -are 
always pure ; their ends always legitimate : they 
confpire^nd rebel without any views of intereft; 
and the violence which they inflidl or fuffer is 
celebrated as the fpontaneous efiFedl of reifon 
tod virtue. v 

Firftdifputes After the example of the firft of thePaheoIegi, 
eide7Ind he * e eIdcr Andronicus affociated- his fori Michael 
younger An- to J^ e honours of the purple ; and from the age 
dronicus, of eighteen to his premature death, that prince 
was acknowledged, above twenty-five years, as 
the fecond emperor of the Greeks '. At the 
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head of an army, he excited neither the fears chap. 
of the enemy nor the jeaJoufy of the court : his t\UL 
modefty afcd patience were never tempted to 
compute the years of his father; nor was that 
father compelled to repent of his liberality either 
by the virtues or vices of his foil. The fon of 
Michael was named Andronicus from his grand- 
father, to whofe -early favour he was introduced 
by that nominal refemblancc. The bloffoms of 
wit and beauty increafed the fondnefis of the 
elder Andronicus; and, with the common vanity 
of age, he expe&ed to realize in the fecond, the 
hope which had been difappointcd in the firft, 
generation. The boy was educated in the palace 
as an heir and a favourite , and , in the oaths and 
acclamations of the people , the augufi triad was 
formed by the names of the father, the fon, and / 
the grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
fpeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double 
obftacle that hung, and might long hang,, over 
his rifmg ambition. It was not to acquire 
fame, or to diffufe happinefs, that he fo eagerly 
afpired : wealth and impunity were in his eves 
the mod precious attributes of a monarch; and 
his firft indifcreet demand was the fovereignty* 
of fome rich and fertile ifland, where he might 
lead a life of independence and pleafure. The 
emperor was offended by the loud and frequent 
intemperance which difturbed his capital : the 
fums which his parfimony denied were fupplied 
by the Genoelc ufurersof Pera; and the oppreffivo 
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chap, debt which confolidated the intereft of a fa©- 
txiil. , tion , *could be difcharged only by a revolution^ 
A beautiful female y a matron in rant, a ptofti- 
tute in manners, had inftrufted the younger An*- 
cjronicus in the rudiments of love; but he had 
reafon to fufped: the no&urnal vifits of a rival; 
and a ftranger paffing through the ftreet was 
pierced by the arrows of his guards , who wcrt 
placed in ambulh . at her door. That ftranger 
was his brother, prince Manuel, who languifhed 
and died of his wound; and the emperor Michael^ 
their common father, whofe health was in a de- 
clining ftate , expired on the eighth day, lament- 
ing the lofs of both his children \ However 
guiltlefs in his intention , the younger Andronicus 
might impute a brother's and a father's death to 
the confequence of his own vices; and deep was 
the figh of thinking and feeling men, wheifthey 
perceived, inftead of forrow and repentance, his 
ill- diflembled joy on the removal of two odious 
competitors. By thjcfe melancholy events > and 
the increafe of his diforders, the mind of the 
elder emperor was gradually alienated ; and, after 
many fruitlefs reproofs , he transferred on an- 
other grandfon 8 his hopes and affe&ion The 
change was announced by the new oath of al- 
legiance to the reigning fovereign, and the per/on 
whom he fhould appoint for his fucceffor; and 
the acknowledged heir, after a repetition of in* 
fults and complaints, was expofed to the indig- 
pity of a public trial. Before the fentence, which 
would probably Jhiave condemned him to a 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 169 

ctongeon or a cell, the emperor wis informed that c h a pi 
the palace courts were filled with the armed fok lxiii. 
lowers of his grandfon ; the judgment was foften- 
ed to a treaty of reconciliation ; and the triumph- 
ant' efcape of the prince encouraged the ardour 
of the younger fad ion. 

Yet the capital , the clergy-, and the fenate , Three civil 
% adhered to the perfon , or at leaft to the govern- ^wrim!* 
ment , of the old emperor; and it was only in the perors, 
provinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuc- *' J?j ** 21 ' 
cour, that the malecontents could hope to vindi- a. d. 132s, 
oate their canfe and fubvert his throne. The foul Mi, v 2 * 
of the enterprife was the great domeftic John Can- 
tacuzene : the fally from ConftantinopJe is the 
firft date of his adions and memorials; and if 
his own pen be moft defcriptivc of his patriotifm, 
an unfriendly hiftorian has notrefufed to celebrate 
the zeal and ability which he difplayed in the 
fervice of the young emperor. That prince efcap- 
cd from the capital under the pretence of hunt- t 

ing; ereded his ftandard at Adrianople; and, in 
a few days, affembled fifty thoufand horfe and 
foot , Whom neither honour nor duty qould have 
armed agaioft the Barbarians. Such a force might 
have faved or commanded the empire ; but their 
counfels were difcordant, their motions were flow 
and doubtful ^ and their progrefs was checked by 
intrigue and hegociation. The quarrel of the two 
Andronicr was protraded, and fufpended, and re- 
newed, during a ruinous period of feven years. In 
the firft treaty , the relics of the Greek empire were 
divided: Conftantinople, Theffalonica, and the 
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CHAP. 
LXIII. 



Coronation 
•f the 

younger An- 
dronicus , 
A. D. 1325* 
February a. 



iflands, were left to the elder, while the young- 
er acquired the Sovereignty of the greateft part 
of Thrace, from Philippi to the Byzantine limit. 
By the fecond treaty , he ftipulated the payment 
of his troops, his immediate coronation , and an 
adequate fhare of the power and revenue of the 
ftate. The third civil war was terminated by 
the furprife of Conftantinople, the final retreat of 
the old emperor, and the fole reign of his vi&o- 
rious grandfon. The reafons of this delay may 
be found in the characters of the men and of the 
times. When the heir of the monarchy firft 
pleaded his wrongs and his apprehenfions , he 
was heard with pity and \applaufe : and his adher- 
ents repeated on all fides the ihconfiftent pro- 
mife, that he would increafe the pay of the fold- 
iers and alleviate the burthens of the people. 
The grievances of forty years were mingled in 
his revolt; and the rifing generation was fatigued 
by the endlefs profped of a reign , whofe fa- 
vourites and maxims were of other times. The 
youth of Andronicus had been without fpirit, 
his age was without reverence: his taxes pro* 
duccd an annual . revenue of five hundred thou- 
sand' pounds ; yet the richeft of the fovereigns of 
Chriftendom was incapable of maintaining three 
thoufand horfe and twenty gallies , to refift the 
deftrudlive progrefs of the Turks '. " How dif- 
cc ferent," faid the younger Andronicus, "is my 
a Situation from that of the fon of Philip ! Alex- 
" ander might complain, that Bis father would 
P leave him nothing to conquer : alas ! my 
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u grandfire will leave me nothing to lofe." But e h a. *. 
the Greeks were foon admonifhed, that the public LXiri. 
diforders could not be healed by a civil war; 
and that their young favourite was not deftined 
to be the faviour of a falling empire. On the 
firft repulfe, his party was broken by his own 
levity, their inteftine difcord, and the intrigues 
of the ancient court, which tempted each male- 
content to defert or betray the caufe of rebellion. 
Andronicus the younger was touched with re- 
morfe, or fatigued with bufinefs, or deceived 
by negotiation : pleafure rather than power was 
his aim ; and the licence of maintaining a thou- 
fand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and a thoufand 
huntfmen, was fufficient to fully his fame and 
difarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the cataftrophe of this bufy~ Th « «w« 
plot, and the final fituation of the principal a<ft- ^fc°™ B t L 
ors *\ The age of Andronicus was confumcd government, 

in civil difcord : and , amidft the events of war *" D " * 3Z8 » 

. . . May a ** 

and treaty , his power and reputation continually 

decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates 
of the city and palace were opened without re- 
fiftance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and re- 
tiring to reft in 'the vain fecurity of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages , to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 
Thefe terrors were quickly realized by the hof- 
tile fhouts, which proclaimed the titles and vic- 
tory of Andronicus the younger : and the aged ^ 
emperor^ falling proftrate before an image of tho 
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chap. Virgin, difpatched a fuppliant meffage to refigit 
LXin. the fceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of 
the conqueror. The anfwer of his grandfon was 
decent and pious; at the prayer of bis friends, the 
younger Andronicus affumed the folc adminiftra- 
tion; but the, elder ftill enjoyed the name and pre- 
eminence of the firft emperor , the ufe of the great 
palace, and a penfion of twenty -four thoufand 
pieces of gold , one half of which was affigned 
on the royal treafure , and the other on the fifh- 
ery of Conftaotinople. But his impotence was 
fbon expofed to contempt and oblivion; the vaft 
* filence of the palace vtfas difturbed only by the 

cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which 
roved with impunity through the folitary courts; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thoufand pieces 
of gold " was all that he could aflk, and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered by the gradual extinction of fight ; his con* 
finement was rendered each day more rigorous; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand- 
fon, his. inhuman keepers, by the threats of in- 
ftant cjeath , compelled him to exchange the pur- 
pie for the monaftic habit and profeffion. The 
monk Antony had renounced the pomp of the 
world : yet he had occafion for a coarfe fur in 
the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confeffor , and water by his phyfician, the 
fherbet of Egypt was his common drink. It was 
not without difficulty that the late emperor could 
procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thefe fim- 
ple wants; and if he bellowed the gold to relieve 
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the more painful diftrefs of a friend , the facri- chap* 
fice is of fome weight in the fcale of humanity lxiii. 
and religion. Four years after his abdication, 
Andronicus or Antony expired id a cell, in the ** is * eath » 
fevonty-fourth year of his age: and the laft ftrain February 13. 
of adulation could only promifc a more fplcndid 
crown of glory in heaven ,. than he had enjoyed 
upon earth ". 

Nor was the reign of the younger, more Rei ^ of Ab- 
glorious or fortunate than that of the elder , youTgerV * 
Andronicus If . He gathered the fruits of ambition; a. n. 13*8. 



but the taftc was tranfient and bitter : in the ^\^ 
fupreme ftation he loft the Remains of his early junt 1$. 
popularity ; and the defedts of his charader be- 
came ftill more confpicuous to the world. Th$ 
public reproach urged him to march in perfon 
againft the Turks ; nor did his courage fail ir* 
the hour of trial ; but a defeat and. a wound 
were the only trophies of his expedition in.Afiai 
which confirmed the eftablilhraent of the Ottoman 
monarchy. The abufes of the civil government 
attained their full maturity and perfection : his 
negleft of forms , and the confufion of national 
dreffes , are deplored by the Greeks as the fatal 
fymptoms of the decay of the empire. Andronicus 
was ol<J before his time: the intemperance of ! 
youth bad accelerated the infirmities of age ; and 
after being refcued from a dangerous malady by 
nature, or phyfic, or the Virgin, he wa§ f natch* 
ed away before he had accomplilhed his forty* 
fifth year. He was twice married ; and as the Hit two 
progrefc of the Latins in arms and arts had foftene4 wues ' 



341 



* 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 74 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. 

Mm. 



Reign 


of 


John 


Palco- 


logus 


♦ 


A. D. 


1341 1 


June IS — ■ 


A. D. 


I3flt 


Tortu 


nc of 


John 


Canta- 


cuzenus* 



the prejudices of the Byzantine court ? his two 
wives were chofen in the princely houfes 9f 
Germany and Italy. The firft, Agnes at home* 
Irene in Greece , was daughter of the duke of 
Brunfwick. Her 'father X4 was a petty iord xs in 
the poor and favage- regions of the north of 
Germany l4 : yet he derived fome revenue from 
bis filver-mines l7 ; and his family is celebrated 
By the Greeks as the mod ancient and noble of 
the Teutonic name x *. After the death of this 
childlefs princefs, Andronicus fought in marriage 
Jane * the lifter of the courit of Savoy Xf ; and his 
fuit was preferred to that of the French, king *\ 
The count refpeded in his fitter the fuperior 
majefty of a Roman emprefs: her retinue was com- 
posed of knights and ladies ; (lie was regenerated 
and clowned in St. Sophia , under the more 
orthodox appellation of Anne ; and, at the nuptial 
feaft , the Greeks and Italians vied with each 
other in the martial exercifes of tilts and tour- 
naments. 

The emprefs Anne of Savoy furvived her hut 
band : their fon, John Palacologus, was left an or- 
phan and an emperor, in the ninth year of his age ; 
and his weaknefs was protected by the firft and 
moft deferving of the Greeks. The long and cordial 
friendlhip of his father for John Cantacuzene is 
alike honourable to the prince and the fubjedl. 
It bad been formed amjdft the pleafures of their 
youth : their families were almoft equally noble *'; 
and the recent luftre of the purple was amply 
compenfated by the energy of a private education. 
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We have feen that the young emperor was faved chap. 
by Cantacuzene from the power of his grand* lxiii. 
father; and, after fix years of civil war, the fame 
favourite brought him ■ back in triumph to the 
palace of -Conftantinople. Under the reign of 
Andronicus the younger , the great domeftic 
ruled the emperor and the empire ; and it was 
by his valour and condudl that the ifle of Leflbos 
and the principality of JEtolia were reftored to 
their ancieut allegiance. His enemies confefs, 
that , among the public robbers , Cantacuzene 
alone was moderate and abftemious ; and the free 
and voluntary account which he produces of his 
own wealth " may fuftain the prefumption that 
it Was devolved by inheritance, and not accu- 
mulated by rapine. He does not indeed fpecify 
the value of his money, plate, and jewels; yet, 
after a voluntary gift of two hundred vafcs of 
filver , aft^r much had been fecreted by his 
friends and plundered by his foes , his forfeit 
treafures were fufficient for the equipment of a 
fleet of feventy gallies. He does not meafure 
the fize and number of his eftates; but his gra- * 
naries were heaped with an incredible ftore of 
wheat and barley; and the labour of a thoufand 
yoke of oxen might cultivate , according to' the 
pradice of antiquity, about fixty-two thoufand 
five hundred acres of arable land *'. His paftures 
were (locked with two thoufand five hundred 
broodmares, two hundred earners, three hundred 
mules, five hundred affes , five thoufand horned 
cattle, fifty thoufand hogs, and feventy thoufand 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



empire. 



His regency 
is attacked, 
A. D. 1341, 



chap, fheep * 4 : a precious record of rufal opulence , in 
hxnu the laft period of the empire , and in a land , 
mod; probably in Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted 
by foreign and doraeftic hostility. The favour 
of Cantacuzene was above his fortune. In the 
moments of familiarity, in the hour of ficknsfs, 
the emperor was defirous to level the diftartce 
between tbem , and preffed his friend to accept 
He is left re- the diadem and* purple. The virtue of the gfre&t 
gent N ofthe domeftic , which is attefted by his own pen* 
rdifted the dangerous propofal ; but the. laft 
teftament of Andronicus the younger named hin* 
the guardian of his fon, and the regent of the 
empire* 

Had the regent found a fuitable return of obe* 
dience and gratitude, perhaps he would havu 
a&ed with pure and zealous fidelity in thefervicc 
of his pupil **. A guard of five hundred foldiers 
watched over his perfon and the palace ; the 
funeral of the late emperor was decently perform- 
ed ; the capital was filent and fubmiflive; and 
five hundred letters, which Cantajcuzene difpatch- 
ed in the frrft month , informed the provinces of 
their lofs and their duty. The profpeft of a 
tranquil minority was blafted by the great duke 
or admiral Apocaucus ; and to. exaggerate his 
perfidy , the Imperial hiftorian is pleafed to mag- 
nify his own imprudence, in railing him to that 
office againft the advice of his more fagacious 
fovereign. Bold and fubtle, rapacious andprofufe, 
the avarice and ambition of Apocaucus were by 
turns fubfervient to each othen; and his talents 

were , 



by Apocau. 
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were applied to the ruin of his country. His ar- c h a r~ 
rogance was heightened by the command of a lxxii. 
nayal force *u?d an impregnable caftle, and under 
the mafk of oaths and flattery he fecretly con- 
fpired againft his benefactor. The female court by the «m- 
of the emprefs was bribed and dire&ed : he en- p ,efs Aune of 
couraged Anne of Savoy to alfert, by the law; AV ° y ' 
of nature , the tutelage of her fon ; the love of 
power was difguifcd by the anxiety of maternal 
tendernefs ; and the founder of the Palaeologi had 
inftru&ed his pofterity to dread the example of 
A perfidious guardian. The patriarch John of b ^ the *** 
Apri, was a proud and feeble old man, encom- 
paffed by a numerous and hungry kindred. He 
produced an obfoletfc epiftle of Andronicus, which 
bequeathed the prince and people to his pious 
care : the fate of his predeceffor Arfenius prompted 
him to prevent, rather than punifh ,' the crimes 
of an ufurper ;. and Apocaucus ^niled at the 
fuccefs of his own flattery , when he beheld the 
Byzantine prieft affuming the ftate and tempqral 
claims of the Roman pontiff ad . Between three 
performs fo different in their fituation and chara&er^ 
a private league Was concluded; a fhadow of 
authority was reftorcd' to the fenate ; and the 
people was tempted by the name of freedom. By 
this powerful confederacy , the great domeflic was , 
atfaulted at firft with clandeftine, at length with 
open t arms. His prerogatives Were difputed ; 
his opinions flighted; his friends perfecuted; and 
his fafety was threatened both in the camp and 
jcity. In his abfence on the public fervice, he 
Vol. XL N 
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CH&JP, 



Cantacnzcnc 
aflumes the 
purple, 
A. D. 1341, 
October 26. 



was accufed of trcafon ; profcribed as an enemy 
of the church and ftate ; and delivered , with all 
his adherents * to the fwordof juftice, the venge* 
ance of the people, and the power of the devil i 
his fortunes were confiscated ; his aged mother 
was caft into prifon; all his paft fervices were 
buried in oblivion ; and he Was driven by injuftice 
to perpetrate the crime of which he was accufed 17 » 
From the review of his preceding condud, Can*, 
tacuzene appears to have been guiltlefs of any 
treafonable defigns ; and the only fufpicion of his 
innocence inuft arife from the vehemence of his 
proteftations , and the fublime purity which he ' 
afcribes to his own virtue. While the emprefs 
and the patriarch (till affe&ed the appearances of 
harmony , he repeatedly folicited the permiffion 
of retiring to a private , and even a monaftic , 
life. After he had been declared a public enemy* 
it was his fervent wifh to throw himfelf at the 
feet of the young emperor, and to receive without 
a murmur the ftroke of the executioner; it was 
not without reludance that he liftened to the 
voice of reafon , which inculcated the facred duty 
of faving his family and friends, and proved that 
he could only fave them by drawing the fword 
and afTuming the Imperial title. 

In the ftrong city of Demotica , his peculiar 
domain, the emperor John Cantacuzenus was 
invefted with the purple buflcins : his right leg was 
clothed by his noble kinfmen , the left by the 
Latin chiefs , on whom he conferred the order 
of knighthood. But even in this adl of revolt , 
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he was ftill ftudious of loyalty; and the titles of c h a r. 
.John Palceologus and Anne of Savoy were pro- lxiii. 
claimed before his own name and that of his wife 
Irene. Such vain ceremony is a thin difguife of 
rebellion , 'nor are there perhaps any perfonal 
wrongs that can authorife a fubjedt to take arms 
againft his fovereign: but the want of preparation 
and fuccefs may confirm the affurance of the 
ufurper, that this decifive ftep was the effeft of 
neceflity rather than of choice. Conftantinople 
adhered to the young emperor : the king of 
Bulgaria was invited to the relief of Adrianople : 
the principal cities of Thrace and Macedonia, 
after fome hefitation , renounced their obedience 
to the great domeftic ; and the leaders of the 
troops and provinces weft induced , by their 
private intercft , to prefer the loofe dominion of . 
a, woman and a prieft. The army of Cantacuzene, 
in'fixteen divifions, was ftationfed on the banks 
of the Melas to tempt or intimidate the capital : 
it was difperfed by treachery or fear ; ana the 
officers, more efpecially the mercenary Latins, 
accepted the bribes , and embraced the fervice , 
of the Byzantine court. After this lofs , the rebel 
emperor (he fluctuated between the twochara&ers) 
took the road of Theffalonica with a chofen rem- 
nant ; but he failed in his enterprise on that im- 
portant place; and he was clofely puffued by the 
great duke , his enemy Apocaucus , at the head 
of a fuperior power by fea and land. Driven 
from the coaft , in his march , or rather flight , 
into the mountains of Servia , Cantacuzene 
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chap, affemblcd his troops to fcrutijnize thofe who were 
Lxnr. worthy and willing to accompany his broken 
fortunes. A bafe majority bowed and retired; 
and his trufty band was diminished to two thouf- 
and , and at laft to live hundred , volunteers. 
The oral at , ©r defpot of the Servians , received 
him with generous hofpitality ; but the ally was 
infenfibly degraded to a fuppliant, an hoftage, 
a captive; and, in this miferable dependence, he 
waited at the door of the Barbarian , who could 
difpofe of the life and liberty of a Roman em- 
peror. The moil tempting offers could not 
perfuade the oral to violate his truft ; but he foon 
inclined to the ftronger fide; and his friend was 
difmiflfed without injury to a new viciflitude of 
The civil hopes and perils. Nflfcr fix years the flame of 
yvdr \ ~ difcord burnt with various fuccefs and unabated 

A. D. • ' . . 

i34i — 1347. rage: the cities were diftra&ed by the fa&ion of 
the nobles and the plebeians ; the Cantacuzepi 
and Palaeologi : and the Bulgarians ,' the Servians, 
and the Turks, were invoked on both fides as 
' the inftruments of private ambition and the 
common ruin. The regent deplored the calami- 
ties , of which he was the author and vi&im : 
and his own experience might di&ate a juft and 
lively remark on the different nature of foreign 
and civil war. <c The former," faid he, " is the 
a external warmth of fummer , always tolerable , 
tt and often beneficial ; the latter is the deadly 
" heat of a fever, which confumes without a 
u remedy the vitals of the conftitution *\ " 
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The introdu&ion of barbarians and favages c hap. 
into the contefts of civilized natrons , is a meafure i-x u. 
pregnant with fhame and mifchief; which the ^ntmi^ 
intereft of the moment may compel , but which zeue. 
is reprobated by the beft principles of humanity 
and reafon. It is the pra&ice of both fides to 
accufe their enemies of the guilt of the firf^ alli- 
ances; and thofe who fail in their negociations , 
are loudejl in their cenfure of the example which 
they envy, and would gladly imitate. The Turks 
of Afia were lefs barbarous perhaps than the 
ihepherds of Bulgaria and Servia ; but their reli- 
gion rendered them the implacable foes of Rome 
and Chriftianity. To acquire the friendfhip of 
their emirs, the two factions vied with each 
other in bafenefs and profufion : the dexterity of 
Cantacuzene obtained the preference: but the . 
fuccour and vidtory were dearly purchafed by 
the marriage of his daughter with an infidel, the 
captivity of many thoufand Chriftians , and the 
paffage of the Ottomans into Europe, the laft 
and fatal ftroke in the fall of the Roman empire. 
The inclining fcale was decided in his favour by 
the death of Apocaucus, the juft, though An- 
gular, retribution of his crimes. A crowd of 
nobles or plebeians , whom he feared or hated , 
had been feized by his orders in the capital and 
the provinces ; and the old palace of Conftan- 
tine was afligned for the place of their confine- 
ment. Some alterations in raifing the walls, and 
narrowing the cells , had been ingenioufly con- 
trived to prevent their efcape, and aggravate 
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chat, their tnifery; and the work was inceffantly pref- 
lxiii. fed 'by the daily vifits of the tyrant. His guards 
watched at the gate , and as he flood in the in- 
ner -cdurt to overlook the archite&s, without 
fear or fufpicion , he was aflaulted and laid breath- 
lefs on the ground, by two refolute prifoners 
of the Palaeologian race } °, who were armed with 
flicks and animated by defpair. On the rumour 
of revenge and liberty, the captive multitude 
broke their fetters , fortified their prifon , and ex- 
pofed from the battlements the tyrant's head, 
prefuming on the favour of tjie people and the 
clemency of the emprefs. Anne of Savoy might 
rejoice in the fall of an haughty and ambitious mi- 
nifter, but while fhe delayed to refolve or to adt, 
the populace, more efpecially the mariners, were ex- 
cited by the widow of the great duke to afedition, 
an affault, and a maffacre. The prifoners (of whom 
. the far greater part were guiltlefs or inglorious 
of the deed ) efcaped to a neighbouring church : 
they were flaughtered at the foot of the altar; 
and in his death the monfter was riot lefs bloody 
and venomous than in his life. Yet his talents 
alone upheld the caufe of the young emperor; 
and his furviving affociates ; fufpicious of each 
other, abandoned the condud of the war, and 
rejedled the. faired terms of accommodation. In 
the beginning of the difpute , the emprefs felt and 
complained, tlrat fhe was deceived by the ene- 
imies ofCantacuzene: the patriarch was employed 
to preach agaitift the forgivenefs of injuries ; and 
her promife of immortal hatred was fealed by an 
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oath, under the penalty of excommjmication ,1 . cha r. 
But Anne foon learned to hate without £ teacher: lxiii. 
{he beheld the misfortunes of the empire with 
the indifference of a ftranger : her jealoufy was 
exafperafced by the competition of a rival emprefs; 
and on the firft fymptoms of a more yielding 
temper, fhe threatened the patriarch to convene a 
fynod , and degrade him from his office. Their 
incapacity and difcord would have afforded the 
moll decifive' advantage; but the civil war was 
protraded by the weaknefs of both parties ; and the 
moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped the 
reproach of timidity and indolence. He fuccct 
fively recovered the provinces and cities; and 
the realm of his pupil was meafured by the walk 
of Conftantinople ; but the metropolis alone 
counterbalanced the reft of the empire ; nor could 
he attempt that important conqueft till he*had 
fecured in his favour the public voice and a pri- 
vate correfpondence. An Italian, of the name 
of Facciolati ,a , had fucceeded to the office of *l£££* 
great duke: the fhips, the guards, and the nopie, 
golden gate , were fubjecft to his command ; *• ^ r ,3 * 7; 
but his humble ambition was bribed to become 
the inltrument of treachery ; and the revolu- 
tion was accomplished without danger or blood- 
fhed. Deftitute of the powers of refiftance, ot 
the hope of relief, the inflexible Anne would 
have dill defended the palace, and have fmiled 
to behold the capital in flames , rather than id • 
the poffeffion of a rival. She yielded to tht 
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chap, prayer? of ber friends and enemies; and the treaty 
Lxni. W as di&ajed by the conqueror, who profefFed a 
loyal and zealous attachment to the fon of his 
benefador. The marriage of his daughter with 
John Palseologus was at length confummated: 
the hereditary right of the pupil was acknow- 
ledged; but the fole adminiftration during ten 
years was vefted in the guardian. Two em* 
perors and three empreffes were feated on the 
Byzantine throne; and a general am nefty quieted 
the apprehenfions, and confirmed the property, 
of the moft guilty fubjedls. The feftival of the 
•coronation and nuptials was celebrated with the 
appearances of concord and magnificence , and 
both were equally fallacious. During the late 
, troubles , the treafures of the ftate , and even the 
furniture of the palace , had been alienated or 
emBezzled: the royal banquet tvas ferved in 
pewter or earthen-ware ; and fuch was the proud 
poverty of the times , that the abfence of gold 
and jewels was fupplied by the paltry artifices of 
glafs and gilt - leather 5 V 
Refrn of I haften to conclude the perfonal hiftory of 

cuzeiie!" 18 " ^°^ n Cantacuzene *\ He triumphed and reigned ; 
a. d. 1347, but his reign and triumph were clouded by the 
a*™*^ ®~ difcontent of his own and the adverfe fadion. 
January. His , followers might ftyle the general amnefty, 
an adl of pardon for his enemies , and of obli- 
vion for his friends ,s : in his caufe , their eftates 
v • had been forfeited or plundered ; and as they 
Wandered naked and hungry through the ftreets, 
they curfed the felfifli generofity of a leader; 
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who , bn the throne of the empire , might relin- chap. 
quifh without merit his private inheritance. The xxm. 
adherents of the emprefs blufhcd to hold their 
Jives and fortunes by the precarious favour of an 
ufurper; and the third of revenge was concealed 
by a tender concern for the fucccffion , and even 
the fafety , of her fon. They were juftly alarm- . 
cd by a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene , 
that they might be releafed from their oath of al- 
legiance to the Palxologi; and entrufted with the 
defence of fome cautionary towns; a meafurefup- 
ported with argument and eloquence; and which 
was rejected ( fays the Imperial hiftorian ) " by 
" my fublime, and almoft incredible,- virtue.'* 
His repofe was difturbed by the found of plots 
and feditions; and he trembled, left the lawful 
prince fhould be ftolen away by fome foreign 
or domeftic enemy , who would infcribe his name 
and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As 
the fon of Andronicus advanced in the years of 
manhood , he began to feel and to a<fl for him- 
ftlf ; and his rifing ambition was rather ftimulated 
than checked by the imitation of his father's vi- 
ces. If we may truft his own profeffions , Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honeft induftry to cor-, 
red thefe fordid and fenfual appetites, and to 
raife the mind of the young prince to a level with 
his fortune. In the Servian expedition , the two 
emperors fhewed themfelves in cordial harmony 
to the troops and provinces ; and the younger 
colleague was initiated by the elder in the myfter 
ries of war And government. After the conclufion 
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chap, of the peace, Palaeologus was left at Theflalo- 
lxjii. nica, a royal refidence, and a frontier flation, 
to fecure by his abfence the peace of Conftantino 
pie , and to withdraw his youth from the tempta- 
tions of a luxurious capital. But the diftance weak- 
ened the powers of control , and the fon of 
Andronicus was furrounded with artful or un- 
thinking companions , who taught him to hate 
his guardian, to deplore his exile, and to vin- 
dicate, his rights. A private treaty with the 
cral or defpot of Servia, was fodn followed by 
an open revolt; and Cantacuzene, on the throne 
of the elder Andronicus, defended the caufe of 
age and prerogative , which in his youth he had 
fo vigoroufly attacked. At his requcft, the em* 
prefs mother undertook the voyage of Theffalo- 
tiica, and the office of mediation: (he returned 
without fuccefsj.and unlefs Anne of Savoy was 
inftru&ed by adverfity, we may doubt the fin- 
cerity, or at leaft the fervour, of her zeal. While 
, the regent grafped the fceptre with a firm and 

vigorous hand, flie had been inftruded to de- 
clare, that the ten years of his legal adminiftrajion 
would foon elapfe; and that after a full trial of 
the vanity of the world, the emperor Canta- 
cuzene fighed for the repofe of a cloyfter, and 
was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. Had 
thefe fentiments been genuine , his voluntary ab- 
dication would have reftored the peace of the 
empire, and his confeience would have been re- 
lieved by an ad of juftice. Palxologus alone 
•was refponfible for his future government; and 
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whatever might be his vices , they were furely C H A F. 
lefs formidable than the calamities of a civil war, John p a i* „ 
in which the Barbarians and infidels were again io««* ***** 
invited to affift the Greeks in their mutual de- "L^ahim, 
ftruftion. By the arms of the Turks , who now a. d. us3. 
ftruck a deep and everlafting root in Europe, 
Cantacuzene prevailed in the third conteft in 
which he had been involved; and the young 
emperor , driven from the fea and land , was 
compelled to take fhelter among the Latins of 
the ifle of Tenedos. His infolence and obftinacy 
provoked the vidior to a ftep which thuft render 
the quarrel irreconcileable : and the affociation of 
his fon Matthew , whom he invefted with the - 
purple , eftablifhed the fucceflion in the family 
of the Cantacuzeni. But Conftantinople was ftili 
attached to the blood of her ancient princes : and 
this laft injury accelerated the reftoration of the 
rightful heir. A noble Genoefe efpoufed the caufe 
of Palaeologus , obtained a promife of $s fifter, 
and atchieved the revolution with two gallies 
and two thoufand five hundred auxiliaries. Un- 
der the pretence of diftrefs , they were v admitted 
into the leffer port; a gate was opened, and the 
Latin fhout of, cc long life and vidtory to the cra- 
<4 peror, John Palaeologus ! " was anfwered by a 
general rifing in his favour. A numerous and 
loyal party yet adhered to the ftandard of Can- ' 
tacuzene : but he aflerts in his hiftory ( does he 
hope for belief?) that his tender confeience re- 
jected the affurance of conqneft; that, in free 
pbedience to the voice of religion and philofophy, 
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CHAP, he defcended from the throne , and embraced 
AbdtcatVo^ W] kk pl ea f urc fc he monaftic habit and profeffion J# . 
of cantacu- So foon as he ceafed to be a prince, his fuccef- 
1*0 » for was not unwilling that he fhould be a faint: 

January. * the remainder of his life was devoted to piety 
and learning ; in the cells of Conftantinople and 
mount Athos, the monk Joafaph was refpettcd 
as the temporal and fpiritual father of the empe- 
ror; and if he iffued from his retreat, it was as* 
the minifter of peace, to fubdue the obRinacy, 
and folicit the pardon, of his rebellious fon i7 . 
Dirputfcon. Yet in the cloyfter, the mind of Cantacuzene 
HT of thC was ^ exercifed by theological war. He iharp- 
mount Tha. ened a controverfial pen agaiiift the Jews and 
bor ' Mahometans "; and in every ftate, he defended 

1341—13*1. with equal zeal the divine light of mount Thabor, 
a memorable queftion which confummates the 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of 
India ,f , and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were ^ke perfuaded, that, in total abftra&ion 
of the faculties of the mind and body, the purer 
fpirit may afcend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion and pra&ice of the mo- 
nafteries of mount Athos 4 ° will be bcft repre- 
fented in the words of an abbot, who flourished 
in the eleventh century. cc When thou art alone 
tt in thy cell," fays the afcetic teacher, " fliut 
cc thy door, and feat thyfclf in a corner; raife 
<c thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory; 
cc recline thy beard ajid chin on thy breaft ; turn 
cc thy eyes and thy thought towards the middle 
cc of thy belly , the region of the navel ; and 
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u fearch the place of the heart, the feat of the c H a p. 
<c foul. At fir ft, all will be dark and comfortlefs ; lxih% 
cc but if you perfevere day and night , you will 
" feel an ineffable joy; and no fooner has the 
<c foul difcovered the place of the heart, than ic 
u is involved in a myftic and f thereal light." This 
light, the produdtion of a diftempered fanjcy, the 
creature of an empty ftomach and an empty brain, 
• was adored by the Quietifts as the pure and per- 
fect effence of God himfelf ; and as long as the 
folly was confined to mount Athos , the fimple 
folitaries were not inquifitive how the divine ef- 
fence could be a material fubftance , or how an 
immaterial fubftance could be perceived by the 
eyes of the body. But in the reign of the younger 
Andronicus, thefe monafteries were vifited by 
Barlaam * s , a Calabrian monk, who was equally 
(killed in philofophy and theology; who poffeffed 
the languages of the Greeks and Latins ; and 
whofe verfatile genius could maintain their op- 
pofite creeds , according to the intereft of the 
moment. The indifcretion of an afcetic revealed 
to the curious traveller the fecrets of mental 
prayer; and Barlaam embraced the opportunity 
of ridiculing the Quietifts, who placed the foul 
in the navel ; of accufing the monks of mount 
Athos of herefy and blafphemy. His attack com- 
pelled the more learned to renounce or diffemble 
the fimple devotion of their brethren; and Gre- 
gory Palamas introduced a fcholaftic diftindion 
between the effence and operation of God. His 
inacceflible effence dwells in the midft of an> 
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e h a p. uncreated and eternal light; and this beatific vifion 
ixiii. of the faints had been manifefted to the difciples 
on mount Thabor, in the trans-figuration of Chrift. 
Yet this diftindion could not efcape the reproach 
of polytheifm; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
was fiercely denied; and Barlaam ftill charged the 
Palamites with holding two eternal fubftances, 
a vifible and an invifible God. From the rage 
of the monks of mount Athos , who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Copftantinople, 
where his frnooth and fpecious manners introdu- 
ced him to the favour of the great domeftic and 
the emperor. The court and the city were in- 
volved in this theological difpute, which flamed 
amidft the civil war; but the dodrine of Barlaam 
was difgraced by his flight and apoftacy: the Pa- 
lamites triumphed ; and their adverfary, the pa- 
triarch John of Apri, was depofed by the confent 
of the adverfe fadions of the ftate. In the char- 
ader of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene 
prefided in the fynod of the Greek church , which 
eftablilhed , as an article of faith , the uncreated 
light of m^ant Thabor ; and , after fo many in- 
fults, the reafon of mankind was flightly wound- 
ed by the addition of a'fingle abfurdity. Many 
rolls of paper or parchment have been blotted; 
and the impenitent fedaries, who refufed to fub- 
fcribc the orthodox creed , were deprived of the 
honours of Chriftian burial : but in the next age 
the queftion was forgotten ; nor can I learn that 
the axe or the # faggot were employed for the 
extirpation of the Barlaamite herefy 4 \ 
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For the conclufion of this chapter , I have re- c h a p* 
ferved the Genoefe war , which fhook the throne is;iii. 
of Cantacuzene , and betrayed the debility of the Eftabiuh- 
Greek empire. The Genoefe , who , after the o^oefe ft 
recovery of Conftantinople , were feated in the Pera or o»- 
fuburb of Pera or Galata, received that honourable ,ata ' 

fief from the bounty of the emperor. They were la9X 1347. 

indulged in the ufe of their laws and magiftrates; 
but they fubmitted to the duties of vaffals and 
fubjedts : the forcible word of liegemen 4I was bor- 
rowed from the Latin jurifprudencc ; and their 
podejta, or chief, before he entered on his office, 
faluted the emperor with loyal acclamations' and 
vows, of fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm alliance 
with the Greeks; and, in cafe of a defenfive 
war , a fupply of fifty empty gallies , and a fuc- 
cour of fifty gallies completely armed and manned, 
was promifed by the republic to the empire. In 
the revival of a naval force , it was the aim of 
Michael Palaeologus to deliver himfelf from a 
foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con- 
tained the Genoefe of Galata within thofe limits - 
which the infolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A failor threatened that 
they fliould foon be m afters of Conftantinople , 
and flew the Greek who refented this national 
affront ; and an armed veffel , after refufing to 
falute the palace, was guilty of fome ads of 
piracy in the Black Sea. Their countrymen 
threateaed to fupport their caufe; but the long* 
and open village of Galata was inftantly furround- 
ed by the Imperial troops; till, in the moment 
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c h a p, of the affault , the proftrate Genoefe implored 
txm. the clemency of their fovereign. The defencelefs 
fituation which fecured their obedience , expofed 
. them to the attack of their Venetian rivals , who 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus , preftimed 
to violate the majeily of the throne. On the 
approach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their 
families and effe&s , retired into the city : their 
empty habitations were reduced to afhes ; and 
the feeble prince , who had viewed the deftruc- 
tion of. his Jfuburb, exprelfed his refentment, not 
by arms , but by ambaffadors. This misfortune, 
however > was advantageous to the Genoefe , 
who obtained , and imperceptibly abufed , the 
dangerous licence of furrounding Galata with a 
ftrong wall; of introducing into the ditch the 
waters of the f ea ; of eredling lofty turrets; and 
of mounting a train of military engines on the 
rampart. The narrow bounds in which they had 
been circumfcribed , were infufficient for the 
growing colony; each day they acquired . fome 
addition of landed property ; and the adjacent 
hills were covered with their villas and caftles , 
which they joined and proteded by new fortifi- 
cations 4 \ The navigation and trade of the Euxine 
was the patrimony of the Greek emperors , who 
commanded the yarrow entrance, the gates, as 
it were , of that inland fea. In the reign of 
Michael Palaeologus, their prerogative was ac- 
knowledged by the fultan of Egypt , who folicited 
and obtained the liberty of fending an annual 
(hip for the purchafe of flaves in Circaffia and 

the 
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the Lefler Tartary; a liberty pregnant with mif- chap. 
chief to the Chriftian caufe; fmce thefe youths lxiii. 
were transformed by education and discipline 
into the formidable Mamalukes *'. From the Thei . r trad * 
colony of Pera , the Genoefe engaged with i e hce. 
fuperior advantage in the lucrative trade of the 
Black Sea; and their induftry fupplied the Greeks 
with filh and corn ; two articles of food almoft 
equally important to a fuperftirious people. The 
fpontaneous bounty of nature appears to have 
bellowed' the harvefts of the Ukraine, the pro- 
duce of a rude and favage husbandry; and the? 
endlefs exportation of fak fifii and caviar is an- 
nually renewed by the enormous fturgeons that 
are caught at the mouth of the Don or Tanais- y 
in their laft (lation of the rich mud and (hallow* 
water of the Maeotis *\ The waters of the Oxus; 
the Cafpian , the Volga, and the Don, opened 
a rare and laborious paffage for the gems and 
fpices of India; and, .after three months march t 
the caravans of Carizrne met the Italian veflels 
in the harbours of Crimaca 47 . Thefe various 
branches of trade were monopolized by the dili- 
gence and power of the Genoefe. Their rivals 
of Venice and Pifa were forcibly expelled ; the 
natives were awed by the caftles and. cities r 
which arpfe on the foundations of their humble 
fa&ories ; and their principal eftablifhment of 
Caffa * f was befieeed without effed by the Tartar, 
powers. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were 
pppreffed by thefe haughty merchants, who fed r 
?r famifhed , Conftantinople > according to their 
Vol. XL O 
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c h a p. intereft. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms f 
lxiii. the fifhery, and even the toll, of the Bofphorus; 
and while they derived from thefe objeds a re- 
venue of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold , 
a remnant of thirty thoufand was relu&antly 
allowed to the emperor 4 \ The colony of Pera 
or Galata adted, in peace and war, as an inde- 
pendent ftate; and , as it will happen in diftant 
fettlements , the Genoefe podefta too often forgot 
that he was the fervant of his own matters. 
Their war Thefe ufurpations were encouraged by the 

with the en- weaknefs of the elder -Andronicus, and by the 
cuzTne, ana " C * V ^ wars ^ at afflicted his age and the minority 
a. d. 1348. of his grandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene 
were employed to the ruin , rather than the re- 
ftoration , of the empire ; and after his domeftic 
victory , he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoefe (hould 
reign in jConftantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were offended by his refufal of fome contiguous 
lands, fome commanding heights, which they 
propofedto cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the abfence of the emperor, who was detained 
* it Demotica by ficknefs , they ventured to brave 
the debility of a female reign. A Byzantine 
veffel , which had prefumed to fifh at the mouth 
of the harbour , was funk by thefe audacious 
ftraneers; the fifhermen were murdered. Inftead 
of fumgfor pardon, the Genoefe demanded fatis- 
fadion ; required in an haughty ftrain , that the 
Greeks (hould renounce the exercife of navigation ; 
and encountered with rjgular arms the fkft fallies 
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of the popular indignation. They inftantly oc- c h a f. 
cupied the debateable land ; and by the labour lxiii. 
of a whole people , of either fex and of every 
age t the wall was raifed , and the ditch was 
funk, with incredible fpeed. At the fame time, 
they attacked and burnt two Byzantine gallies; 
while the three others, the remainder of the Im- 
perial navy, efcaped from their hands : the habit* 
ations without the gates , or along the fhore , 
were pillaged and deftroyed ; and the care of 
the regent , of the emprefc Irene 9 was confined 
to the prefervation of the city. The return of * / 
Cantacuzene difpelled the public confternation : 
the emperor inclined to peaceful counfels; but 
he yielded to the obftinacy of his enemies, who 
reje&ed all reafonablo terms , and to the ardour 
of his fubjedts , who threatened , in the ftyle of 
fcripture , to break them in pieces like a potter V 
veflel. Yet they reluctantly paid the taxes f 
that he imppfed for the conftrudion of (hips , 
and the expences of the war; and as the two 
nations were matters, the one of the land, the 
other of the fea , Conftantinople and Pera were 
preffed by the evils of a mutual fiege. The 
merchants of the colony , who had believed that 
a few days would terminate the war, already 
murmured at their loffes; the fuccours from their • 
mother-country were delayed by the iaftibns of 
Genoa ; and the moft cautious embraced the op- 
portunity of a Rhodian veffel to remove their 
families and effedls from the fcene of hoftility. In neftnictio* 
the fpring, the Byzantine fleet, feven gallie* aad£ Siw* 

Q 3 
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CHAP. 
LXIII. 



V:flory of 
the Genoefe 
over ihe Ve- 
nt ;hns and 
Orttks, 



a train of fmaller veffels, iflued from the mouth 
of the harbour, and fteered in a fingleline along 
the Chore of Pera ; unflcilfully prefenting their 
fides to the beaks of the adverfe fquadron. The 
cjrews were cotnpofed of peafants and mechanics ; 
nor was their ignorance compenfated by the native 
courage of Barbarians: the wind was ftrong, the 
waves were rough; and no fooner did the Greeks 
perceive a diftant and ina&ive enemy , than they 
leaped headlong into the fea, from a doubtful, to an 
inevitable, peril. The troops that marched to the 
attack of the lines of Pera were ftruck at the fame 
moment with a fimilar panic ; and the Genoefe 
were aftoniflhed , and almoft afhamed , at their 
double vidlory. Their triumphant veffels , crown- 
ed with flowers , and dragging after them the 
captive gallies , repeatedly pptfled and repaffed, 
before the palace : the only virtue of the emperor 
"yvas patience; and the hope of revenge his fole 
confutation. Yet the diftrefs of both parties 
ipterpofed a temporary agreement; and the fhame 
of the empire was difguifed by a thin veil of 
diguity and power. Summoning the chiefs of 
the colony , Cant^cuzene affe&ed to defpife the 
trivial objed of the debate; and, after a mild 
reproof , ftioft liberally grapted the lands, which 
. bnd been previoufly refigned to the feeming 
cuftody of his officers. 50 . 
* But the emperor was foon folicited to violate 
the treaty, and to join his arms with the Vene- 
tians , the perpetual enemies of Genoa and her 
colonies. While be compared the reafons of 
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peace and war, bis moderation was provoked by chap. 
a wanton infult of the inhabitants of Pera , who lxiii. 
ciifchareed from their rampart a large ftone*that A n i3 ^ 2 » 
fell in the midft of Conftantinople. On his juft 
complaint , they coldly blamed the imprudence 
of their engineer; but the next day the infult 
was repeated, and they exulted in a fecond proof 
that the royal city was not beyond the reach of 
their artillery. Cantacuzene inftatitly figned bis 
treaty with , the Venetians ; but the weight of 
the Roman empire was fcarcely felt in the balance 
of thefe opulent and powerful republics f \ <From 
the ftreights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais , their fleets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs ; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow fea, under the walls of 
Conftantinople. It would not be an eafy talk to 
reconcile the accounts of the Greeks , the Vene- 
tians , and the Genoefe ,a ; and while I depend 
on the narrative of an impartial hiftorian ", I ihall 
borrow from each nation the fads that redound 
to their own difgface , and the honour of their 
foes. The Venetians, with their allies the Cata- 
lans , had the advantage of number ; and their 
fleet , with the poor addition of eight Byzantine 
gallies, amounted to feventy-five fail: the Ge- 
noefe did not exceed fixty-four ; but in thofe 
times their fhips of war were diftinguiflied by 
the fuperiority of their fizc and ftrength. The 
namfcs and families of their naval commanders ^ 
Pifani and Doria, are illuftrioUs in the annals of 
their country 5 but the perfonal merit of the 
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chap, former was cclipfed by the fame and abilities of 
txm. his rival. They engaged in tempeftuous 'wea- 
ther; and the tumultuary conflidl was continued 
from the dawn to the extin&ion of light. The 
enemies of the Genoefe applaud their prowefs : 
the friends of the Venetians are diffatisfied with 
their behaviour; but all parties agree in praifing 
the Drill and boldnefs of the Catalans , who 9 
with many wounds , fuftained the brunt of 
the a&ion. On the Reparation o£ the fleets , 
the event might appear doubtful ; but the 
thirteen Genoefe gallies , that had been funk 
or taken, were compenfated by a double lofs 
of the allies; of fourteen Venetians, ten Catalans, 
and two Greeks; ao4 even the grief of the con- 
querors exprefled the affurance and habit of 
more decifive viAories. Fifani confeffed his 
defeat, by retiring into a fortified harbour, from 
whence , under the pretext of the orders of the 
fenate , he fleered with a broken .and flying 
fquadron for the ifle. of Candia, and abandoned 
to his rivals the fovereignty of the fea. In a 
public epiftle '\ addrefled to the doge and fenate , 
Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
, maritime powers , the two luminaries of Italy. 
The orator celebrates the valour and vidlory of 
the Genoefe, the firft of men iii the exercife of 
naval war : he drops a tear on the misfortunes of 
their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them to 
purfue with fire and fword the bafe and perfi- 
dious Greeks; to purge the metropolis of the 
Eaft from the herefy with which it was infe&ed- 
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Deferted by their friends , the Greeks were c 1? a p 
incapable of refiftance ; and three months after lxiii. 
the battle , the emperor Cantacuzene folicited ^heirtrmty 
and fubferibed a treaty, which for ever banifhed pirc> 
the Venetians and Catalans , and granted to the M *v *• 
Genoefe a monopoly of trade , and almoft a 
right of dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile 
in tranferibing the name) might foon have funk 
into a province of Genoa, if the ambition of the ( 

republic had not * been' checked by the ruin of 
her freedom and naval power. A long contefl: 
of one hundred and thirty years was determined 
by the triumph of Venice ; and the fadlions of 
the Genoefe compelled them to feek for domeftic 
m peace under .the protection of a foreign lord, the 
duke of Milan , or the French king. Yet the 
fpirit of commerce furvived that of conqueft ; 
and the colony of Pera ftill awed the capital and 
navigated the Euxine , till it was involved by 
the Turks in the final {Servitude of Constantinople 
kfelf. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 



Coriquejh of Zingis Khan and the Moguls from China 
to Poland. — Efcape of Conjfantiitople and the 

. Greeks. — Origin of the Ottoman Turks in Bithynia. — 
Reigns and Viflotics of Othman , Orchan , Amurath 
the Firjl , and Bajazet the Firji. — Foundation and 
Progrefs of the Turkish Monarchy in AJia and 
Europe. — Danger of Conftantinoplc and the Greek 
Empire. 

.chap. .FROM the petty quarrels of a city and her 
IXiv. fuburbs, from the cowardice and difcord of the 
falling Greeks, I fhall now afcend to the victo- 
rious Turks ; whofe donieftic flavery was ennobled 
by martial difcipline, religious enthufiafm , and 
the energy of the national charader. The rife 
and progrefs of the Ottomans, the prefent fover- 
eigns of Conftantinople , are conneded with the 
mofb important fcenes of modern hiftory: but 
they aire founded on a previous knowledge of 
the great eruption of the Moguls and Tartars; 
whofe rapid conquefts may be compared with 
the primitive convulfions of nature, which have 
agitated and altered the furface of the globe. I 
have long fince afferted my claim to introduce 
the nations, the immediate or remote authors of 
the fall of the Roman empire j nor can I refufc 
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rayfelf to thofe events, which, from their uncom- chap. 
mon magnitude , will interefl a philofophic mind Lxxv * 
in the hiftory of blood \ 

From the fpacious highlands between China , zingis Khan, 
Siberia, and the Cafpian Sea, the tide of emigra- J*^*™ 
tion and war has repeatedly been poured. Thefe gu is ana 
ancient feats of the Huns and Turks were occu- Tart * rs ' 
pied in the twelfth century by many paftoral 1106—1227. 
tribes , of the fame defcent and fimilar manners, - 
which were united and led to conqueft by the 
formidable Zingis. In bis afcent to greatnefe , 
that Barbarian (whofe private appellation was 
Temugin) had trampled on the necks of his 
equals. His birth was noble: but it was in the 
pride of victory , that the prince or people de* 
duced his fevcnth anceftor from the immaculate 
conception of a virgin. His father had reigned ' 
over thirteen hords , which compofed about thirty 
or forty thoufand families: above two-thirds re* 
fufed to pay tithes or obedience to his infant 
fon; and at the age of thirteen, Temugin fought 
a battle againft his rebellious fubje&s. The future 
conqueror of Afia was reduced to fly and to 
obey : but he rofe fuperior to his fortune , and ih 
his fortieth year he had eftabliflxed his fame and 
dominion over the circumjacent tribes. In a ftate 
of fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 
univerfal , the afcendant of one man raoft be 
founded on his po\Ver and refolution to punifh 
his enemies and recompcafe his friends. His firft 
military league was ratified by the fimple'rhes 
of facrificing an horfe md tafting of a running 
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chap. Arearn : Temugin pledged himfelf to divide with 
ixiv. his followers the fweets and the bitters of life; 
and, when he had fhared among them his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude and 
his own hopes. After his firft vi&ory, he placed 
feventy chaldrons oh the fire, and feventy of the 
mod guilty rebels were caft headlong into the 
boiling water. The fphere of his attraction was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiflion of the prudent ; and the boldeft 
chieftains might tremble , when they beheld $ 
enchafed in filver, the fkull of the khan of the 
Keraites * ; who ,• under the name of Prefter Joha, 
had correfpbnded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Temugin 
condefcended to employ the arts of fuperfti qon ; 
and it was from a naked prophet, who could 
afcend to heaven on a white horfe, that he ac- 
cepted the title of Zingis \ the moft great; and a 
divine right to the conqueft and dominion of the 
earth. In a general couroultai, or diet, he was 
feated on a felt, which was long afterwards re- 
vered as a relic , and folemnly proclaimed great 
khan , or emperor, of the Moguls * and Tartars \ 
Of thefe kindred, though rival, names, the for- 
mer had given birth to the Imperial race ; and 
the latter has been extended, by accident or er- 
ror, over the fpacious wildernefs of the north. 

His laws. The code of laws which Zingis didiated to his 
fubje&s , was adapted to the preservation of do* 
meftic peace, and the exercife of foreign hofti- 
Xxiy. The punifliment of death >yas infli&ed on 
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tfre crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the cha p. 
capital thefts of an horfe or ox; and the fierceft lxiv. 
of men were mild and juft in their intercourfe 
with each other. The future ele&iqn of the great 
khan was veiled in the princes of his family and 
the heads of the tribes; and the, regulations of 
the chace were effential to the pleafures and 
plenty of a Tartar camp. The victorious nation 
was hejd facrcd from all fervile labours, which. 
were abandoned to flaves and ftrangers ; and 
every labour was fervile except the profeffion of 
arms. The fervice and discipline of the troops, . 
who were armed with bows , fcymetars , and 
iron maces, and divided by hundreds, thoufands, 
and ten thoufands, were the inftitutions of a ve- 
teran commander. Each officer and foldier was 
made refponfible , under pain of death , for the 
fafety and honour of his companions; and the 
fpirit of conqueft breathed in the law , that peace 
ihould never be granted unlefs to a vanquished 
and fuppliant enemy. But it is the religion of 
Zingis that beft deferves our wonder and applaufe. 
The Catholic inquifitors of Europe , who defend- 
ed nonfenfe by cruelty, might have been con- 
founded by the example of a Barbarian, who an- 
ticipated the leflbns of philofophy ', and eftablifhed 
by his laws a fyftem of pure theifm and perfect 
toleration. His firft and only article of faith was 
the exigence of one God, the author of all good; 
who fills by his prefence the heavens and earth, 
which he has .created by his pow;er. The Tartars 
and Moguls were addi&ed to the idols of their 
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chap, peculiar tribes; and many of them had been con* 
lxiv. verted by the foreign miflionaries to the religions 
of Mofes, of Mahomet, and of Chrift. Thefe 
various fyftems in freedom and concord , were 
taught and pra&ifed within the precincts of the 
fame camp; and the Bonze, the Imam, the Rab- 
bi, the Neftorian and the Latin prieft, enjoyed 
the fame honourable exemption from fervice and 
tribute : in the mofch of Bochara , the infolent 
vi&or might trample the koran under his horfes 
feet, but the calm legislator refpedted the pro- 
phets and pontiffs of the moll hoflile fedts. The 
reafon of Zingis was not informed by books; the 
khan could neither read nor write ; and , except 
the tribe of the Igours, the greateft part of the 
Moguls and Tartars were as illiterate as their 
fovereign. The memory of their exploits was 
preferved by tradition : fixty-eight years after the 
death of Zingis, thefe traditions \^ere collided 
and tranfcribed 7 ; the brevity of their domeftic 
annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe *, Per- 
fians ', Armenians x ", Syrians " f Arabians *\ 
Greeks", Ruffians 14 , Poles 15 , Hungarians", and 
Latins ,7 ; and each nation will defejrve credit iri 
the relation of their own difafters and defeats ,s . 
Hi* invafion The arms of Zingis and his lieutenants fuccef- 
° f ? i0 D f five, y reduce <* the hords of the dtfert , w hq 
i*io— Z2I4. pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga ; and the Mogul emperor became the? 
monarch of the paftoral world , the lord of many 
millions of fhepherds and foldiers, who felt thei? 
united ftrcngth, and were impatient to rufh oir 
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the mild and wealthy climates of the South. His chap. 
anceftors had been the tributaries of the Chinefe lxiv. 
emperors; and Temugin himfelf had been dif- 
graced by a title of honour sand fervitude. The 
court; of Pekin was aftonilhed by an embafly 
from its former vaffal, who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exadted the tribute and obe- 
dience which he had paid , and who affedled to 
treat the Jon of heaven as the moft contemptible 
of mankind. An haughty anfwer difguifed their 
fecret apprehenfions ; and their fears were foon 
juftified by the march of innumerable fqtiadronst 
who pierced on all fides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety cities were ftormed, 
or ftarved , by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; ■ 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial 
piety of the Chinefe, covered his vanguard with 
their captive parents; an unworthy, and by de- 
grees a frnitlefs, abufe of the virtue of his ene- 
mies. His invafion was fupported by the revolt 
of an hundred thoufand Khitans, who guarded 
the frontier: yet he liftened to a treaty; and a 
princefs of China, three thoufand horfes, five 
hundred youths and as many virgins, and a tri- 
bute of gold and filk, were the price of his re- 
treat. In his fecond expedition, he compelled 
the Chinefe emperor to retire beyond the yellow 
river to a more fouthern refidence. The fiege of 
Pekin x * was long and laborious: the inhabitants 
were reduced by famine to decimate and devour 
thei^ fellow -citizens; when their ammunition 
Waslpent, they difcharged ingots of gold and . 
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chap, filver from their engines; but the Moguls intrd- 
lxiv« duced a mifie to the centre of the capital; and 
the conflagration of the palace burnt above thirty 
days. China was defolated by Tartar war and 
domeftic fa&ion; and the five northern provinces 
were added* to the empire of Zingis. 
©rcarizme, In the Weft, he touched the dominions of 
JnTperfia" 3 "Mohammed fultan of Carizme, who reigned from 
a. d. the Perfian Gulf to the borders of India and 
im— ua4. ^Turkeftan; and who, in the proud imitation of 
Alexander the Great, forgot the fervitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe of Seljuk. 
It was the wifh of Zingis to eftablifli a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the moll power- 
ful of the Moflem princes; nor could he be 
tempted by the fecret felicitations of the caliph 
'of Bagdad, who facrificed to his perfonal wrongs 
the fafety of the church and ftate. A rafh and 
inhuman deed provoked and juftified the Tartar 
arms'in the invafion of the fouthern Afia. A / ca- 
ravan of three ambafladors and one hundred and 
fifty merchants, was arrefted and murdered at 
Qtrar, by the command of Mohammed ; nor was 
it till after a demand and denial of juftice, till he 
had prayed and faded three nights on a mountain, 
that the Moglil emperor appealed to the judg- 
ment of God and his fword. Our European 
battles, fays a philofophic writer", are petty 
fkirmjfhes, if compared to the numbers that have 
fought and fallen in the fields of Afia. Seven 
hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are faid 
to have marched under the ftandard of Zingis 
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and his four font. In the vaft plains that extend chap. 
to the north of N the Sihon or Jaxartes , they were ixiv. 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of 
the fultan; and in the firft battle, which wa? 
fufpended by the night, one hundred and fixty 
thoufand Carizmians were (lain. Mohammed waa 
aftoBifhed by the multitude and valour of his 
enemies : he withdrew from the fccnc of danger, 
and diftributed his troops in the frontier towns , 
trufting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
field , would be repulfed by the length and dif- 
ficulty of fo many regular fieges. Bat the prudence 
of Zingis had formed a body of Chinefe engineers, 
(killed in the mechanic arts, informed perhaps of 
the fecret of gunpowder, and capable, under his 
difcipline , of attacking a foreign country with 
more vigour and fuccefs than they had defended 
their own. The Perfian hiftorians will relate the 
fieges and redu&ion of Otrar, Cogende , Bochara, 
Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, Nifabour, 
Balch , and Candahac ; and the conqueft of the 
rich and populous countries of Tranfoxiana , Ca- 
rizme, and Chorafan. The deftruftive hoftilities 
of Attila and the Hun£ have long fince been elu- 
cidated by the example of Zingis and the Mo- 
guls; and in this more proper place I fhall be 
content to obferve , that , from the Cafpian to 
the Indus , they ruined a tradl of njany hundred 
miles, which was adorned with the habitations 
and labours of mankind , and that five centuries 
have not been fufficient to repair the ravages ojf 
four years- The Mogul emperor encouraged or 
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chap, indulged the fury of his troops : the hope of 
jlxiv. future pofleflion was loft in the ardour of rapine 
and flaughter; and the caufe of the war exafper- 
ated their native fiercenefs by the pretenc^ of 
juftice and revenge. The downfal and (Jeath of 
the fultan Mohammed , who expired unpitied 
and alone, in a defert ifland of the Cafpian Sea, 
i* a poor atonement for the calamities of which 
he was the author. Could the Carizmian em- 
pire have been faved by a fingle hero , it would 
have been faved by his fon Gelaleddin , whofe 
adlive valour repeatedly checked the Moguls in 
the career of vidtory. Retreating, as he fought, 
to the banks of the Indus , he was opprefled by 
their innumerable hofl, till, in the laft moment 
of defpair, Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe into the 
waves, fwam one of the' broadcft and monft ra- 
pid rivers of Afia , and extorted the admiration 
and applaufe of Zingis himfelf. It was in this 
camp that the Mogul conqueror yielded with 
reludance to the murmurs of his weary and 
wealthy troops, who fighed for the enjoyment of 
their native land. Incumbered with the fpoils of 
Afia, he flowly meafured back his footfteps, 
betrayed fome pity for the mifcry of the van- 
quilhed, and declared his intention of rebuilding 
the cities which had been fwept away by the 
tempeft of his arms. After he had repafled the 
Oxus and Jaxartes, he was joined by two gene- 
rals, whom he had detached with thirty thou- 
fand horfe, to ftibdue the vvtftern provinces of 
Pcrfta, They had tramplejj on the nations which 

• oppofed 
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Oppofed their paflage , penetrated through the c H ii f\ 
gates of Derbend, traverfed the Volga and the lxiV. 
Detert, and, accomplished the circuit of the Caf- 
piaq Sea, by an expedition which had never 
been attempted, and has never been repeated. 
The return of Zingis was fignalized by the over- 
throw of the rebellious or independent kingdoms tt > s<!eatfc « 
of Tartary; and he died in the fulnefs of years 
and glory, with his laft breath exhorting and in* 
ftrudling his fons to atchieve the conqueft of the 
Chinefe empire. 

The haram of Zingis was compofed of five coit^ueftsof 
hundred wives and concubines; and of his mi- theM °s" ls 
merous progeny, four fons, illuftrious by their fucceflors of 
birth and merit, exercifed under , their father the Zin g» s ' 
principal offices of peace and war. Toufhi was 
his great huntfman , Zagatai " his judge , Odai 
his minifter, and'Tuli his general; and their 
names and a&ions are often confpicuous in the 
hiftory of his conquefts. Firmly united for their 
own and the public intereft, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
fceptres; and O&ai, by general confent, was 
proclaimed great khan 5 or emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was fucceeded by his fort 
Gayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved 
to his coufins Mangou and Cublai , the fons of 
Tuli , and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty* 
eight years of his four firft fucceffors, the Moguls 
fubdiied almoft all Afia , and & large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 

vol.;xl ^ ^ • ' 
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chap, events, I fhall prefent a general picSure of the 
lxiv. progrefs of their arms; L v In the Eaft; II. In 
the South; III. In. the Weft; an<J IV. In the 
North, 
of the norih- I- Before the invafion of Zingis , China was 
em empire of di v id e d into two empires or dynafties of the 
A^oViia* North and South"; and the difference of origin 
and intfereft was.fmoothed by a general conformity 
of laws, language, and national manners- The 
Northern empire, which had been difmembered 
by Zingis , was finally fubdued feven years after 
his death. After the lofs of Pekin , the emperor 
bad fixed his refidence at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained 3 
according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hundred 
, thoufand families of inhabitants and fugitives. He 
' efcaped from thence with only feven horfemen , 
and made his laft ftand in a third capital , till at 
length the hopelefs monarch , protefting his in- 
nocence and accufing his fortune , afcended a 
funeral pile , and gave orders , that , as foon as 
he had ftabbed himfelf , the fire fhould be kindled 
by his attendants. The dynafty of the Song 9 
the native and ancient fovereigns of the whole 
empire , furvived about forty-five years the 'fall 
©f the northern ufurpers; and the perfedl conqueft 
was referved for the arms of Cublai. During 
this interval, the Moguls were often diverted by 
foreign wars ; and , if the Chinefe feldom dared 
to meet their vi&ors in the field, their paffive 
courage prefented an endlefs fucceflion of cities to 
ftoim and of millions to flaughter. In the attack 
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and defence of places , the engirfes of antiquity chap. 
and the Greek fire were alternately employed : lxiv. 
the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and bombs 
appears as a familiar pradice 11 ; and the fieges 
were condudted by the Mahometans and Franks, 
who had been liberally invited into the fervice 
of Cublai. After paffing the great river , the 
troops and artillery were conveyed along a feries 
of canals, till they invefted the royal refidencc , 

of Hamcheu , or Quinfay, in the country of 
(ilk, the mod delicious climate of China. The 
emperor , a defencelefs youth , furrendered his 
perfon and fceptre ; and before he was fent in 
exile into Tartary he ftruck nine times the ground 
with his forehead , to adore in prayer or thankf- ^ 

giving the mercy of the great khan, Yet the war of thf {buth- 
( it was now ftyled a rebellion ) was ftill main- « rn • 
tained in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu A * D * t2?9 ' 
to Canton ; and the obftinate remnant of indet 
pendence and hoftility was tranfported from the 
land to the fea. But when the fleet of the Song 
was furrounded and oppreffed by a fuperior ar, 
mament, their laft champion leaped into the 
waves with his infant emperor in his arms. cc It 
a is more glorious , " he cried , cc to die a prince, 
* than to live a flave." An hundred ,thoufand , 

Chinefe imitated Jiis example ; and the whole 
empire, from Tonkin to the great wall, fubmitted 
to the dominion of Cublai. His boundlefs am- 
bition afpired to the confines of Japan : his fleet 
was tWice fhipwrecked ; and the lives of an 
hundred thoufand Moguls and Chinefe were 
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chap, facrificed in the fruitlefs expedition. But the 
xxiv. circumjacent kingdoms, Corea, Tonkin, Cochin- 
china, Pegu, Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced 
in different degrees of tribute and obedience by 
the effort or terror of his arms. He explored 
the Indian ocean with a fleet of a thoufand 
ihips : they failed in fixty-eight days , moft pro- 
bably to the ifle of Borneo , under the-equinodial 
line; and though they returned not without fpoil 
or glory, the emperor was diffatisried that the 
favage king had efcaped from their hands. 
GfPerfia t *nd II. The conqueft of Hindoftan by the Moguls y 
*Jj e c™?^* ° f ^ as referved in a later period for the houfe of 
a. D. lass. Timour; but that of Iran, or Perfia, was atchiev- 
ed by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of Zingis, 
the brother and lieutenant of the two fucceflive 
. emperors * Mangou and Cublai. I fhall not enu- 
merate the crowd of fultans, emirs, and ata- 
fceks , whom he trampled into duft : but the 
extirpation of the • Ajjajjim , or IfmaeJians * 4 of 
Perfia, may be conficjered as a fervice to man- 
kind. Among the hills to thefouth of the Cafpian, 
thefe odious fe&aries had reigned with impunity 
above an hundred and fixty years ; and their prince, 
or Imam , eftablifhed his lieutenant to lead and 
govern the colony of mount Libanus , fo famous 
and formidable in the hiftory of the crufades *?. 
With the fanaticifm of the Koran, the Ifmaelians 
bad blended the Indian tranfmigration, and the # 
vifions of their own prophets : and it was their firft 
duty to devote their fouls and bodies in blind 
obedience to the vicar of God. The daggers of his 
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miffionaries were felt both in the Eaft and Weft: the c H A P. 
Chriftians and the Modems enumerate, and perhaps ixiv. 
multiply, the illuftrious vi&ims that were facrificcd 
to the zeal , avarice , or refentment of the old man 
(as he was corruptly ftyled ) of the mountain. But 
thefe daggers , his only arms , were broken by 
the fword of Holagou , and not a veftige is left 
of the enemies of mankind , except the word 
ajjajfin , which , in the moft "odious fenfe , has 
been adopted in the languages of Europe. The 
extin&ion of the Abbaflides cannot be indifferent 
to the fpedlators of their greatnefs and decline: 
Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the caliphs 
had recovered their lawful dominion of Bagdad 
and the Arabian Irak ; but the city was diftra<5ted 
by theological fadtions, and the commander of 
the faithful was loft in a haram of feven hundred 
concubines. The invafion of the Moguls he 
encountered with feeble arms and haughty em- 
baflies. " On the divine decree, n faid the caliph 
Moftafem , a is founded the throne of the fons 
a of Abbas : and their foes fliall furcly be deftroy- 
a ed in this world and in the next. Who is 
a this Holagou that dares to arife againft them ? 
a If he be defirous of peace , let him inftantljr 
a depart from the facred territory ; and perhaps 
a he may obtain from our clemency. the pardon 
* of his fault. " This prefumption was cherifh- 
ed by a perfidious vizir , who affured his mafter , 
that , even if the Barbarians had entered the 
city, the women and children, from the terraces, 
would be fufficient tb overwhelm them with 
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CHAP. 
LXlV.i 



Qf Anatolia, 
A. D. 

12$2— 1272. 



Of Kip^ak, 
Ruffia, Po- 
land • Hua- 



(tone?. But when Holagou touched the phantom , 
it inftantly vanifhed into fmoke. After a fiegc 
pf two months , Bagdad was ftormed and facked 
by the Moguls : and their favage commander 
pronounced the death of the caliph Moftafem , 
the laft of the temporal fucceffors of Mahomet ; 
whofe noble kinfmen , of the race of Abbas , had 
feigned in Alia above five hundred years. Whatever 
might be the defigns of the conqueror , the holy 
<citi£s of Mecca and Medina ** were prote&ed by 
the Arabian defert; but the Moguls fpread be- 
yond the Tigris and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo 
and Damafcus, and threatened to join the Franks 
in the deliverance of Jerufalero. Egypt was loft, 
had fhe been defended only by her feeble offspring; 
but the Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy 
the keennefs of a Scythian air : equal in valour, 
fuperior in discipline, they met the Moguls in 
many a well-fought field ; and drove back the 
ftreara of hpftility to the eaftward of the Eur 
phrates. But it overflowed with refiftlefs violence 
the kingdoms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which 
the former was poffefled by the Chriftians, and 
the letter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium 
oppofed fome refiftange to the Mogul arms, till 
Azzadin fought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Conftantinople , and his feeble fucceffor$, the laft 
of the Seljukian dynafty, were finally extirpated 
by the khans of Perfia. 

III. No fooner had O&ai fubverted the northern 
empire of China , than he refolved to vifit with 
lys ^rms, the moft remote countries of the Weft, 
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Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars chap. 
were infcribed on the military roll ; of thefe the txiv. 
great khan fele&ed a^third, which he en traded a. d. 
to the command of his nephew Batou , the fon ,2 3f-~ iw- 
of Tuli ; who reigned over his father's conquefts v 
r to the north of the Cafpian Sea. After a feftival 
of forty days , Batou fet forwards on this great 
expedition ; and fuch was the fpeed and ardour 
of his innumerable Squadrons, that in lefs than 
fix years they had meafured a ljne of ninety 
degrees of longitude, a fourth part of the circum- 
ference of the globe. The great rivers of Afia 
and Europe , the Volga and Kama , the Don and 
Boryftjienes, the Viftula and Danube, they either 
fwam with their horfes , or paffed on the ice , or 
traverfed in leathern boats, which followed the 
camp , and tranfported their waggons arid artil- 
lery. By the firft vi&ories of Batou, the remains 
of national freedom were eradicated in the im- 
mense plains of Turkeftan and Kipzak 17 . In his 
rapid progrefs, he overran the kingdoms, as 
they are now ftyled , of Aftracan and Cazan ; and 
the troops which he detached towards* mount 
Gaucafus , explored the moil fecret reagffcs of 
Georgia and Circaflia. The civil difcord of the 
great dukes , or princes , of Ruflia , betrayed 
their country to, the Tartars. They fpread fronj 
Livonia to the Black Sea, and both Mofcow 
and Kiow , the modern and the ancient capitals , 
were reduced to afhes ; a temporary ruin, left- 
fatal than the deep, and perhaps indelible, mark', 
wjiich a fervitude of two hundred years has 

p 4 



Digitized by 



Google 



2i6 THE DECLINE AND FALf, 

c H A p. imprinted on the chara&er of the Ruffians. The 
Lxiv. Tartars ravaged with equal fury the countries 
, which they hoped to poffefs , and thofe which 
they were haftening to leave. From the per- 
manent conqueft of Ruffia , they made a deadly , 
though tranfient, inroad into the heart of Poland, 
and as far as the borders of Germany. The cities 
of Lublin and Cracow were obliterated : they 
approached the fliores of the Baltic ; and in the 
battle of Ligqitz, they defeated the dukes of 
Silefia, the Polilh palatines, and. the great mafter 
of the Teutonic order , and filled nine fecks with 
the right ears of the flain. From Lignitz, the 
extreme point of their weftern march ^ they 
turned afide to the invafion of Hungary; and the 
prefence or fpirit of Batou infpired the hoft of 
five hundred thoufand men : the Carpathian hills 
could not be long impervious to their divided 
columns ; and their approach had been fondly 
disbelieved till it was irrefiftibly felt. The king., 
Bela the fourth, affembled^the military force of 
lis counts and bifhops : but he had alienat* 
•ed the*, nation by adopting a vagrant hord of 
forty jjghoufand families of Comans , and thefe 
favage guefts were provoked to revolt by the 
fufpicion of treachery and the murder of their 
prince. The whole country north of the Danube 
was loft in a day , and depopulated in a fummer ; 
v find the ruins of cities and churches were over- 
fpread with the bones of the natives 9 who 
expiated the fins of their Turkifli anceftors. 
An ecclefiaftic 9 who fled from the fack of 
Waradin, defcribes the calamities which he had 
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fccn or fuffered ; and the fanguinary rage of fieges chap. 

and battles is far lefs atrocious than the treat- lxiv. 

ment of the fugitives, who had been allured from 

the woods under a promife of peace and pardon*' 

and who were coolly flaughtered as foori as 

they had performed the labours of the harveft 

and vintage. In the winter , the Tartars paffed 

the Danube on the ice , and advanced to Grant 

or Strigonium, a German colony, and the metro-* 

polis of the kingdom. Thirty engines were 

planted againft the walls ; the ditches were filled 

with facks of earth and dead bodies ; and after 

a piromifcuous raaflacre , three hundred noble 

matrons were (lain in the prefence of the khan. 

Of all the cities and fortreffes of Hungary, three 

alone furvived the Tartar invafion , and the 

unfortunate Bela hid his head among the iflands 

of the Adriatic 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of favage hoftility: a Ruffian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach of 
the Tartars ag , whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to feparate from the human fpecies. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been expofed to a 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
would have oppreffed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the fhepherds of Scy- 
thia would extinguilh her cities, her arts, and all 
the inftitutions of civil fociety. The Roman pontiff 
attempted to appeafe and convert thefe invincible 
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CHAP. 
LXIV. 



OF Siberia, 
A. D. 1242 , 
etc. 



Pagans by a miflion of Francifcan and Dominican 
friars ; but he was aftonifbed by the reply of the 
khan , that the fons of God and of Zingis were 
inverted with a divine power to fubdue or 
extirpate the nations ; and that the pope would 
be involved in the univerfal deftrudlion , unlefs 
he vifited in perfon , and as a fuppliant, the 
royal hord. The emperor Frederic the fecond 
embraced a more generous mode of defence ; and 
his letters to the kings of France and England, 
and the princes of Germany , reprefcnted the 
common danger, and urged them to arm their 
vaffals in this juft and rational crufade ". . The 
Tartars themfelves were awed by the fame and 
vajour of the Franks : the town of Newftadt in 
Auftria was bravely defended againft them by 
fifty knights and twenty crofs - bows ; and they 
raifed the fiege on the appearance of a German 
army. After wafting the adjacent kingdoms 
of Servia, Bofnia, and Bulgaria, Batou flowly 
retreated from the Danube to the Volga , to 
enjoy the rewards of vidlory in the city and 
palace of Serai , which ftarted at his command 
from the midft of the defert. 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of 
the North attra&ed the arms of the Moguls: 
Sheibani Khan, the brother of the great Batou , 
led an hord of fifteen thoufand families into the 
wilds of Siberia; and his defcendants reigned at 
Tobolflcoy above three centuries, till the Ruffian 
conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife which purfued 
the courfe of the Qby and Yenifei muft have 
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led to the difcovery of the icy fea. After brufh- chap. 
ing away the monftrous fables , of men with lxjv. 
dogs heads and cloven feet , we lhall find , that , 
fifteen years after the death of Zingis, the Moguls 
were informed of the name and manners of the 
Samoyedes iii the neighbourhood of the polar 
circle, who dwelt in fubterraneous huts , and de- 
rived their furs and their food from the fole ocr 
cupation of hunting *\ 

' While China, Syria, and Poland, were invadr The fiicceflbra 
ed at* the fame time by the Moguls and Tartar^ ofZi ^ 9 
the authors of the mighty mifchief were content 1*27 ^-ia?9. 
with the knowledge and declaration, that their 
word was the fword of death. Like the firft ca- 
liphs , the firft fucceffors of Zingis feldom appeared 
in perfon at the head of their victorious armies. 
On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, the 
royal or golden hord exhibited the contraft of 
fimplioity and greatnefs; of the roafted fheep and 
mare's milk which compofed their banquets; and 
of £ diftribution in one day of five hundred wag- 
gons of gold and filver. The ambaffadors and 
"princes of Europe and Afia were compelled to 
undertake this diftanfe and laborious pilgrimage; 
and the life and reign of the great dukes of Ruf- 
fia , the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the fuk - 
tans of Iconium , and the emirs of Perfia,were 
decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. 
The fons and grandfons of Zingis had been ac- 
cuftomed to the paftoral life; but the village of 
Caracorum " was gradually ennobled by thei* 
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adopt the 
manners of 
China, 



ele&ion and refidence. A change of mannets is 
implied in the removal of Odai and Mangou 
from a tent to an houfe; and their example -was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
great officers of the empire. Inftead of the bound- 
iefs foreft, the inctofurtf of a park afforded the 
more indolent pleasures of the chace ; their new 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
fculpture; their fuperfluous treafures were caft in 
fountains, andbafons, and ftatues of mafly filver; 
and the artifts of China and Paris vied with each 
.other in the fervice of the great khan J \ Cara- 
corum contained two ftreets , the one of Chinefe 
mechanics, the other of Mahometan traders; and 
the places of religious- worlhip , one Neftorian 
church , two mo'fchs , and twelve temples of 
various idols, may*reprefent in fome degree the 
pumber and divifion of inhabitants. Yet a French 
miffionary declares , that the town of St. Denys, 
near Paris , was more confiderable than the Tar? 
tar capital ; and that the whole palace of Mangou 
Vras fcarcely equal to a tenth part of that l$ene- 
didline abbey- The conquefts of Ruflia and Syria' 
might amufe the vanity of the great khans ; but 
they were feated on the borders of China; the 
acquifition of that empire was the neareft and 
moft interefting objed ; and they might learn 
from their paftoral ceconomy, that it is for the 
advantage of the fhepherd to protect and pro- 
pagate his flock. I have already celebrated the 
wifdom and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevent- 
ed the defolation of five populous and cultivated 
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provinces. In a fpotlefs adminiftration of thirty c H a p.> 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind x,xiv» 
continually laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the a. n. 
havock of war; to fave the monuments, and to l ** 9 l368 * 
rekindle the flame , pf fcience ; to reftrain the 
military commander by the reftoration of civil 
magiftrates ; and to inftil the love of peace and 
juftice into the minds of the Moguls. He drug* 
gled with the barbarifm of the hrft conquerors J 
but his falutary leffons produced a rich harveft in 
the fecond generation. The northern , and by 
degrees the forlthern , empire , acquiefced in the 
government of Cublai, the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceffor, of Mangou; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated in 
the manners of China. He reftored the fdrms of 
her venerable conftitution; and the vidors fub- 
mitted to the laws, the fafhions, and even the 
prejudices, of the vanquifhed people. This peace- 
ful triumph, which has been more than once re- 
peated , may be afcribed in a great meafure to 
the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. The 
-Mogul army was diffolved in a vaft and popu- 
lous country; and their emperors adopted with 
pleafure a political fyftem , which gives to the 
prince the folid fubftance of defpotifm , and leaves 
to the fubjedt the empty nalmes of philofophy, 
freedom, and filial obedience* Under the reign 
of Cublai , letters and commerce , peace and 
juftice, were reftored; the great canal, of five 
hundred miles , was opened from Nankin to the 
capital ; he fixed his refidence at Pekin ; and 
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chap, difplayed in his court the magnificence of the 
XXIV* great^ft monarch of Afia. Yet this learned prince 
declined from the pure and fimple religion of his 
great anceftor; he facrificed to the idol Fo; and 
his blind attachment to the lamas of Thibet and 
the bonzes of China " provoked the cenfure of 
the difciples of Confucius. His fucceflbrs polluted 
the palace with a crowd of eunuchs, phyficiahs, 
and aftrologers, while thirteen millions of their 
fubjeds were confumed ^in the provinces by fa- 
mine. One hundred and forty years after the 
death of Zingis, his degenerate race, the dynafty 
of the Yuen , was expelled by a revolt of the 
native Chiriefe; and the Mogul emperors were 
Divifion of; l,oft in the oblivion of the defert. .Before this re- 
*m k° gQl Volution , they had forfeited their fupremacy over 
a. d. the dependent branches of their houfe , the. khans 
1259—1300, f Kipzak and Ruffia , the khans of Zagatai or 
Tranfoxiana , and the khans of Iran or Perfia. 
By their diftance and power, thefe royal lieutenants 
had foon been releafed from the duties of obe- 
dience ; and , after the death of Cublai , they 
fcorned to accept a fceptre or a title from his 
unworthy fucceflbrs. According to their refpec- 
tive fituation they maintained the fimplicity of 
the paftoral life, or affumed the luxury of the 
cities of Afia ; but the princes and their hords 
were alike difpofed for the reception of a foreign 
worftiip. After fome hefitation between the Gofpel 
and the Koran, they conformed to the religion 
of Mahomet; and while they adapted for their 
brethren the Arabs and Perfians , they renounced 
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all intercourfe with the ancient Moguls , the ido- chap. 
laters of China. lxiv. 

In this fhipwreck of nations , fome furprife Efca P e °f 
may be excited by the efcape of the Roman n opi c a "ad the 
empire, whofe relics, at the time of the Mogul Oreek cm. 
invafion, were difmembered by the Greeks and ^ J 1 " ** 
Latins. Lefs potent than Alexander , they were a. d. 
preffed, like thq Macedonian, both in Europe i^o—^ *- 
and Afia, by the fliepherds of Scythia; and had 
the Tartars undertaken the fiege, Conftantinople 
muft have yielded to the fate of Pekin , Samar- 
cand, and Bagdad. The glorious and voluntary 
retreat of Batou from the Danube was infulted 
by the vain triumph of the Franks and Greeks 34 ; 
and in a .fecond expedition death furprifed him 
in full march to attack the capital of the Caeiars. 
His brother Borga carried the Tartar arms into 
Bulgaria^ and Thrace ; but he was diverted from 
the Byzantine war by a vifit to Novogorod , 
in the fifty -feventh degree of latitude , where he 
numbered the inhabitants and regulated the tri- 
butes of Ruflia. The Mogul khan formed an 
"alliance with the Mamalukes againft his brethren 
of Perfia : three hundred thoufand horfe penetrat- 
ed through the gates of Derbend; and the Greeks 
might rejoice in the firft example of domeftic 
war. After the recovery of Conftantinople, 
Michael Palaeologus " , at a diftance from his 
court and army, was furprifed and furrounded 
in a Thracian caftle by twenty thoufand Tartars. 
But the objedl of their march was a: private in- 
tereft : they came to the deliverance of ^zzatfin, 
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chap, the Turkifh fultan ; and -were content with hU 
lxiv. perfon ancj the treafure of the emperor. Their 
general Noga, whofe name is perpetuated in the 
hords of Aftracan, raifed a formidable rebellion 
againft Mengo Timour , the third of the khans 
of Kipzak ; obtained in marriage Maria the natural 
daughter of Paheologus; and guarded the domi- 
nions of his friend and father. The fubfequent 
invafions of a Scythian caft were thofe of outlaws 
and fugitives ; and fome thoufands of Alani and 
Comans , who had been driven from their native 
feats, were reclaimed from £ vagrant life, and 
enlifted in the fervice of the empire. Such was 
the influence in Europe *of the invafion of the 
jMoguls. The firft terror of their arms fecured, 
rather than difturbed , the peace of the Roman 
Afia. The fultan of Iconium folicited a perfonal 
interview with John Vataces ; and his artful 
policy encouraged the Turks to defend their 
barrier againft the common enemy". That barrier 
indeed was foon overthrown; and the fervitude 
and ruin of the Seljukians expofcd the nak;ednefs 
of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou threat- 
ened to march to Conftantinople at the bead of 
four hundred thoufand men ; and the groundlefs 
panic of the citizens of Nice will prefent an image 
of the terror which he had infpired. The ac- 
cident of a proceflion, and the found of a doleful 
litany , a From the fury of 'the Tartars , good 
<c Lord deliver us , " had Scattered the hafty report 
of an aflault and maffacre. In the blind credulity 
of fe^r J% the ftreets of Nice were crowded with 

thoufands 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 2*5 

thoufands of both fexcs, who knew not from chap. 

/ -what or to whom they fled ; and fome hours j,xiv. 
elapfed before the firmnefs of the military officers 
could relieve the city from this imaginary foe. 
But the ambition of Holagou and hislfucceffors 
was fortunately diverted by the conqueft >of 

, Bagdad , and a long viciffitiide of Syrian wars : 
thfcir hoftility to the Moflems inclined them to 
linkc with the Greeks and Franks 37 ; and their 
jgenetofity or contempt had offered the kingdom 
of Anatolia as the reward of an Armenian vaffal. 
The fragments of the Seljukian monarchy were 
difputed by the emirs who had occupied the cities 
or the mountains ; but they all confeflfed the fupreni* 
acy of the khan of Perfid ; and he often in-» 
terpofed his authority * and fometimes his arms , 
to check their depredations , and to pfeferve the 
peace and balance of his Turkifh frontier. The Decline of 
death of Cazan ** , one of the greateft and moft' he Mogul 
^ccompliflied princes of the houfe of Zingis , re- fia ? 
moved this falutary control; and the decline k bf A - D - T *°* • 
the Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and May 3l ' 
progrefs of the Ottoman empirb '*. 

After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gelaled-* origin of the 
din cf Carizme had Returned from India to the ottomans, 
Jjoffeffion and defence of his Pdrfian kingdoms. etc / U *°* - 
In the fpace of eleven years, that hero fought in 
peifbn fourteen 'battles} and fuch Was his activity, 
that he led his cavalry in feventeen days from 
Teflis to Kerman , a march df a thoufand miles* 
Yet ' he was oppreffed by the jealoufy of the 
Moflem princes, and the innumerable armies of 
Vol. XL & 
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A. D. 
1299— '1326. 



the Moguls; and after his lafl; defeat, Gelaleddin 
perifhed ignobly in the mountains of Curdiftan. 
His death diffolved a veteran and adventurous 
army , which included under the name of Cariz- 
mians or Corafmins many Turkman hords, that 
had attached themfelves to the fultan's fortune. 
The boldef and more powerful chiefs invaded 
Syria , and violated the holy fepulchre of Jeru- 
falem : the more humble engaged in the fervice 
of Aladin , fultan of Iconium ; and among thefe 
were the obfcure fathers of the Ottoman line. 
They had formerly pitched their tents near the 
fouthern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of 
IVlahan and Nefa; and it is fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame fpot fhbuld have produced the firft 
authors of the Parthian and Turkifli empires. 
At the head , or in the rear, of a Carizmian army, 
Soliman Shah was drowned in the paflage of the 
Euphrates : his fon Orthogrul became the foldier 
and fubjedl of Aladin , and eftablifhed at Surgut, 
on the banks of the Sangar , a camp of four 
hundred families or tents , whom he governed 
fifty-two years both in peace and war. He was 
the father of Thaman, or Athman, whofeTurkifti 
name has been melted inta the appellation of the 
caliph Othman ; and if we defcribe that paftoral 
chief as a (hepherd and a robber, we muft feparate 
from thofe characters all idea of ignominy and 
bafenefs. Othman poffefled, and perhaps furpaffed, 
the ordinary virtues of a foldier; and the circum- 
ftances of time and place were propitious to his 
independence and feesefs. The Seljukian dynafty 



Digitized by 



Google 



'OFTHE ROMAN EMPIRE, a«?. 

§ 

Was ho more; and the diftanceand decline of the chaP> 
Mogul khans foon enfranchifed him from the, Lxiv, 
control of a fuperior. He was fituate on the 
verge of the Gteek empire : the Koran fan&ified 
his gazi y or holy war, againft the infidels; and. 
their political errors unlocked the paffes of mount 
Olympus , and invited him to defcend into the 
plains of Bithynia. Till the reign of Paleeologus, 
thefe paffes had been vigilantly guarded by the 
militia of the country, who were repaid by their, 
own fafety and an exemption from taxes. The 
emperor abolilhed their privilege and affumed. 
their office; but the tribute was rigoroufly col- 
lected , the cuftody of the paffes was negle&ed , 
and the hardy mountaineers degenerated into a 
trembling crowd of peafants without fpirit or 
difcipline. It was on the twenty-feventh of July, 
in the year twelve hundred and ninety-nine of the 
Chriftian sera, that Othman firft invaded the 
territory of Nicomedia 40 ; and the lingular accura* 
cy of the date feems to difclofe fome forefigh* 
of the rapid and deftrudive growth of the monfter. 
The annals of the twentyfeven years of his reign 
would - exhibit a repetition of the fame inroads ; 
and his hereditary troops were multiplied in each 
campaign by the acceffion of captives and vo- 
lunteers* Inftead of retreating to the hills, he 
maintained the mod ufeful and defenfible pofts ; 
fortified the towns and caftles which he had firft 
pillaged ; and renounced the paftoral life for the 
baths and palaces of his infant capitals. But it 
Was not till Othman was oppreffed by age and 
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c ft A p. infirmities , that he received the welcome news 
ixiv. of the conqueft of Prufa, which had been fur- 
tendered by famine or treachery to the arms of 
his fon Orchan. The glory of Othman is chiefly 
founded on that of his defcendants ; but the 
Turks have tranfcribed or compofed a royal 
teftament of his laft counfels of juftice and mo- 
' deration 4f . 
fteign 6f From the conqueft of Prufa , we maty date thd 
0r ^"* title sera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 
1326— wo. poffeffions of the Chriftian fubjedls were- redeem- 
ed by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand 
crowns of gold; and the city, by the labours of 
Ofchan, affumed the afpe<ft of a Mahometan 
capital ; Prufa was decorated with a mofch , & 
college, and an hofpital, of royal foundation ; the 
Seljukian coin was changed for the name and 
impreflion of the new> dynafty : and the moft fkit 
ful profeffofs, of human and divine knowledge, 
attra&ed the Perfian and Arabiain ftudents from 
. the ancient fchools of Oriental learning. The 
office of vizir was inftituted for Aladin, the 
brother of Orchan ; and a different habit diftin-^ 
gulfhed the citizens from the peafants, the Mot 
lems from the infidels. All the troops of Othman 
had confifted of loofe fquadrons of Turkman ca- 
valry ; \Vho fcrved without pay and fought with- 
out difcipline: but a regular body of infantry 
tvas firft eftablifhed and trained by the prudence 
of his fon. A great number of volunteers was 
€lnrolled with a fmall ftipend, but with the per- 
tniflion of living at home, unlefs they were 
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fummoned to the field: their rude manners, and C H a K 
fedicious temper, difpofed Orchan to educate his Lxiv, 
young captives as his foldiers and thofe of the 
prophet; f but the Turkifli peafants were ftill al- 
lowed to mount on horfeback, and follow bis , 
ftandard, with the appellation and the hopes of 
fretboottrs. By thefe arts he formed aft army of 
twenty -five thoufand Mdflems : a train of bat- 
tering engines*was framed for the ufe of fieges; *n« «•"!»** 
and the firft fuccefsful experiment was made on ° A * ©"' * 
the cities of Nice and Nicomedia. Orchan grant- w* — *33y. 
ed a fafe-condu£ to all who were defirous of de- 
parting with their families and effe&s ; but the 
widows of the flam were given in marriage to 
the conquerors; and the facrilegious plunder, 
the books, the vfifes , apd the images , were fofd 
pr ranfomed at Conftantinople. The emperor 
Andronicus the younger was vanquifhed and 
wounded by the fon of Othman ** : he fubdued 
the whole province or kingdom of Bithynia , as 
far as the fhores of the Bofpborus and Hellefpont; 
and the Chriftians confeffecl the juftice and clc- ^ 

mency of a reign , which clairtied the voluntary 
attachment of the Turks of Afia. Yet Orchan DMa<m of 
viras content with the modeft title of emir; arid among the 
in th^ lift of his compeers , the princes of Roum Turkish 
or Anatolia 4i , his military forces were furpaffed J m, £ \ Z0Q 
by the emirs of Ghermian and Caramanfa, each e * c * 
of whom could bring into the field an army of 
forty thoufand . men. Their dominions were 
fituate in the heart of the Seljukian kingdom: but 
the holy warriors, though of inferior note, who 

£3 • > 
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h ii\ formed new principalities on the Greek empire, 
ixiVt are more confpicuous in the light of hiftory. The 
maritime country from the Propontis to the 
Meander and the ifle of Rhodes, fo long threat- 
ened and fo. often pillaged, was finally loft 
about the tttirtieth year of Andronicus the 
elder* 4 . Two Turkifh chieftains , Sarukhan and 
left of the Aidin, left their names to their conquefts, and 
v£ws°^* l ^ e ^ r con q ue ft s to their pofteriiy. The capti- 
A. d. i3ii, vity or ruin of the /even churches of Afia w<fcs 
f|8f confummated; and the barbarous lords of Ionia 

and Lydia ftill trample on the monuments of 
claffic and Chriftian antiquity. In. the ldfs of 
Ephefus, the Chriftians deplored, the fall of the 
firft angel, the extin&ion 3f the firft candleftick^, 
of the revelations 45 : the defolation is complete; 
and the temple of Diana,. or the church of Mary, 
will equally elude the fearch of the curious tra- 
veller. The circus and three ftately theatres of # 
Laodicea are now peopled with wolves and foxes; 
Sardes is reduced to a miferable village; the God 
of Mahomet, without a rival or a fon, is in- 
voked in the mofchs of Thyatira and Pergamus c 
and the populoufnefs of Smyrna is fupported by 
the foreign trade of the Franks and Armenians. 
Philadelphia alone has been faved by prophecy, or 
courage. At a diftance from the fea, forgotten 
by the emperors , encompaffed on all fides by 
the Turks, her valiant citizens defended their 
religion and freedom above fourfcore years j and 
at length capitulated with the proudeft of the 
Ottomans. Among the Greek colonies and church- 
es of Afia, Philadelphia is ftill ered; a column 
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in a fcene of ruins j a pleafing example, that the chap. 
paths of honour and fafety piay fometimes be the lxiy. 
fame. The fervitude of Rhodes was delayed The knights 
above two centuries by the, eftablifliment of the A D 13r ^ 
knights of St. John of Jerufalem 4 *; under the AuguftM — 
difcipline of the order, that ifland emerged into j^f ua l r y 2 i.' 
fame and opulence; the noble and warlike monks 
were renowned by land and fea : and the bul- 
wark of Chdftendom provoked, and repelled, the 
arms of the Turks and Saracens. 

The Greeks, by their inteftine divifions , were Firftpaffage 
the authors of their final ruin. During the civil ^0 Europe, 
wars of the elder and younger Andronicus, the a. d. 
ion of Othmaa atcbieve$ , aJmoft without refill- I34l— l347, 
'ance, the conqueft of Bithynia; and the fame $lif- 
orders encouraged the Turkifh emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the. ad- ' 
jacent iflands and the fea-coaft of Europe.- In 
the deTe.uce of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adver- 
faries; by calling to his aid the public enemies 
of his religion and country.. Amir, the fon of 
Aidia, concealed under a Turkifh garb the huma- 
nity and politenefs of a Greek; he was united 
with the great domeftic by mutual efteem and 
reciprocal fervices ; and their friendihip is com- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times,, to the 
perfed union of Oreftes and Pyjades 47 . On the 
report of the danger of his friend > who was per- 
fecuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia aflfembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hundred « - 
veffels, with an army of twenty -nine thoufand 
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chap, tfien, failed in the depth of winter, and eaft an- 
l%iy. chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and re? 
fcued the emprefs , who was befieged in Demo- 
tica by the wild Bulgarians. At that difaftrous 
moment , the life or death of his beloved Canta? 
cuzene was concealed by his flight into Servia: 
but the grateful Irene , impatient to behold her 
deliverer , invited him to enter the city , and ac- 
companied her meflage with a prefent of rich ap? 
pare!, and an hundred horfes. By a peculiar 
(train of delicacy , the ^gentle Barbarian fefufed , 
in the abfence of an unfortunate friend , to vifit 
his wife, or to t^fte the luxuries of t^e palace; 
fuftained in his tent the rigour of the winter; and 
jeje&ed the hofpitafele gift, that he might fliare 
the hardships of two thoufand companions, all a$ 
defetving as himfelf of that honour and diftinC, 
tion.' Neceflity and revenge might jnftify his pre- 
datory cxciiffions by fea and l^nd : he left nine 
thoufand five hundred men for the guard of hi$ 
fleet; and perfevered in the friiitlefs fearch of Can- 
tacuzene, till his eipbaj-kation was haftened by ^ 
fidlitidus letter, the feverity of the feafon, the 
clamours of his independent troops, and the 
Veight of his fppij and captives. In the profecu* 
tion of the civil war, the prince of Ionia twice 
returned to Europe ; joined his arms ^ith thofe of 
the emperor; befieged Theffalonica , and threat- 
ened Conftantinople. Calumny might affix fome 
teproach on his imperfect aid , bis hafty departure, 
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and a bribe of ten thoufand crowns, which he c n a p. 

accepted from the Byzantine court; but his friend ixiy% 

Vas fatisfied; and the condud of Amir is excufed 

by the more facred duty of defending againft the 

Latins his hereditary dominions. The maritime 

power of the Turks had united the pope , the 

king of Cyprus, the republic of Venice, and the 

order of St. John, in a laudable crufade ; their 

gallies invaded the coaft of Ionia; and Amir was 

flain with an > arrow , in the attempt to wreft 

from the Rhodian knights the citadel of Smyrna 4 *. 

Before his death , he generoufly recommended 

another ally of his own nation ; not more fincere 

or zealous than himfelf , but more able to afford 

a prompt and powerful fuccour, by his fitpation 

along the Propontis and in the front of Conftan- Marriage of 

tinople. By the profped of a more advantage- JJS prfj. 

ous treaty, the Turkifh prince of Bithynia was cefc, 

detached from his engagements with Anne of a. d. n$«. 

Savoy ; and the pride of Orchan di dated the moft 

folemn proteftations , that if he could obtain the 

daughter of Cantacuzene , he would invariably 

fulfil the duties of a fubjedl and a Ton. Parental 

tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; 

the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of % 

Chriftian princefs with a fe&ary of Mahomet; 

and the father of Theodora defcribes, with fhame T 

ful fatisfadtioti , the difhonour of the purple 4 *. A 

body of Turkifh cavajry attended the ambaffadors. 

who difembarked from thirty veffels before his 

camp of Selybria. A (lately pavilion was eredled, ^ 

in Which the emprefs Irene paffed tfic night >yi#| "* l 
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.chap, her daughters. In the morning, Theodora afcend- 
ixiv, ed a throne , which was fujrounded with cur- 
tains of filk and gold : the troops were under 
arms; but the emperor alone was on horfeback. 
At a fignal the curtains were fuddenly withdrawn, 
to difclofe the bride , or the vi&im ; encircled by 
loieeling eunuchs and hyraenaeal torches: the 1 
found of flutes and trumpets proclaimed the joy- 
.ful event; and her, pretended happinefs was the 
theme of the nuptial fong, which was chaunted 
by fuch poets as the age could produce. With- 
out the rites of the church , Theodora was de- 
livered to her barbarous lord: but it had been 
flipulated, that {he fhauld preferve her religion 
in the haram of Burfa; and her father celebrates 
her charity and devotion in this ambiguous fitua- 
tion. After his peaceful eftablilhment on the 
throne of Conftantinople , the Greek emperor 
vifited his Turkilh ally , who with four fons, by 
various wives , expeded him at Scutari , on the 
Afiatic fhore. The two princes partook, with 
feeming cordiality, of the pleafures of the ban- 
quet and the chace, and Theodora was permitted 
to repafs the Bofphorus , and to enjoy fome days 
in the fociety of her mother. But the friendfliip 
of Orchan was fubfervient to his religion and in- 
tereft; and in the Genoefe war he joined without 
$ blulh the enemies of Cantacuzene. 
EftaMish. In the treaty with the emprefs Anne, the Ot- 

meutofthe tom an prince had inferted a fmeular condition, 

Ottomans in . *1 i . - • • 

Europe, that it inauld be lawful for him to fell his pn- 
a. d. 1353. {oners at Conftantinople, or tranfport them into 
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-Ada. A naked crowd of Chriftians of both fexes CHAP. 
and every age, of priefts and monks, of matrons I.XIV. 
and virgins, was expofed in the public market; 
the whip was frequently ufed to quicken the 
charity of redemption ; and the indigent Greeks 
t dcpIored the fate of their brethren , who were 
led away to the word: evils of temporal and fpi- 
ritual bondage *\ Cantacuzene was reduced to 
fubferibs the feme terms; aad their execution 
rouft have been ftill more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thoufand Turks had been 
detached to the afliftance of the emprefs Anne ; 
.but the entire forcfes of Orchan were exerted iu 
the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities 
were of a tranfient nature; as foon as the ftorm 
had paffed away, the fugitives might return to 
their habitations; a ud at the conclufion of the 
civil and foreign wars, Europe was completely 
evacuated by the Moflems of Afia. It was in 
his laft quarrel with his pupil tliat Cantacuzene 
.inflicted the deep and deadly wound, which 
could never be healed by his fucceflbrs , and • 
which is poorly expiated by his theological dia- 
logues againft the|prophct Mahomet, Ignorant 
of their own hiflory, the modern Turks con- 
founded their firft and their final paffage of the 
Hellefpont fx , and defcribe the fon of Orchan as 
a nodurnal robber, who, with eighty companions, 
explores by ftratagem an hoftile and unknown 
fhore. Soliman , at the head of ten thoufand 
horfe, was tranfported in the vefiejs, and enter- 
tained as the friend , of the Greek emperor. Iu 
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pHAP, the civil wars of Romania , he performed forne 

£Xiy. fervice and perpetrated more mifchief; but the 

Cherfonefus was infenfibly filled witlj a Turkifh 

colony ; and the Byzantine court folicited ir| 

vain the reftitution of the fortreffes of Thrace. 

After fome artful delays between the Ottpmaq 

prince and his fon , their ranfom was valued at 

fixty thoufand crowns , and the firft payment 

1 had been made , when an earthquake Ihook the 

walls and cities of the provinces; the difmantle4 

places were occupied by the Turks; and Galli* 

poli, the key of the Hellespont, was rebuilt and 

repeopled by the policy of Soliman. The abdi^ 

, cation of Cantacuzene diffolved the feeble bands 

, of domeftic alliance ; and his lad advice ad mo- 

jiiihed his countrymen to decline a ra(h conteft, 

and to compare their own weaknefs with the 

numbers and valour, the discipline and enthu- 

fiafm , of the ^IVtoflems. His prudent counfels 

were defpifed by the headftrong vanity of youth, 

and foon juftified by the victories of the Otto? 

Death of mans. But as he pradlifed in the field the exer- 

his foil sou. c *f e °f thtjtrid 9 Soliman was killed by a fajl fronj 

man. his horfe; £nd the aged Orcbf n wept and expired 

on the tomb of his valiant fon. 
Thc " ign But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 

ponquofts of death of thejr enemies j ^nd the Turkifh fcymctay 
Amurathi. was wielded with the fame fpirit by Amurath 
1350—1389, $>£~fe$> the fon of Orchan and the brother of 
September. ^Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the 
Byzantine annals *\ we can difcern , that he fub- 
,dued without refiftance the whole province of 
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feomania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to mount c H a p< 
Hxmus, and the verge of the capital; and that lxIY* 
Adrianople Was chofen for the royal feat of* his 
government and religion in Europe. Conftanti- 
nople, whofe decline is almoft coeval with her 
foundation , had often , in the lapfc of a thoufand 
years, been affaulted by the Barbarians of the 
Eaft and Weft; but never till this fetal hour had 
the Greeks been furrounded , both in Afia and 
Europe i by the arms of the fame hoftile monarchy. 
Yet the prudence or generofity of Amurath poll- 
|)oned for a while this eafy conqtieft; and his 
pride was fatisfied with the frequent and humble 
attendance of the emperor John Palaeologtis and 
his four fons, who followed at his fummons the 
court and. camp of the Ottoman prince. He 
marched againft the Sclavonian nations between 
the Danube and the Adriatic, the Bulgarians, 
Servians, Bofnians, and Albanians; and thefe 
Warlike tribes * who had fo often infuked the 
inajefty of the empire , were repeatedly broken 
by his deftrudive inroads. Their countries did 
not abound either in gold or filver ; nor were 
their ruftic hamlets and townfhips enriched by 
commerce or decorated by the arts of luxury* 
But the natives of the foil have been diftmguifhed 
in every age by their hardinefs of mind and body; 
and they were converted by a prudent ihftitution 
into the firmefl arid molt faithful fupporters of 
the Ottoman gfeatnefs Sl . »The vizir of Amurath 
Reminded his fovereign that , according to the 
Mahometan law , he was entitled to a fifth pact 
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CHAP. 



The Janiza- 
ries. 



of the fpoil and captives ; and that the duty might 
eafily be levied, if vigilant officers were Rationed 
at Gallipoli, to \yatch the paffage, and to felecl 
for his ufe the ftoutcft and mod beautiful of the 
Chriftiart youth. The advice was followed ; the 
edidl was proclaimed; many thoufands of the 
European captives were educated in religion and 
arms; and the hew militia was confecfated and 
named by a celebrated dervifh. Standing in the 
front of their ranks, he ftretched the fleeve of 
his gown over the head of the foremoft foldi^r , 
and his blefling was delivered* in thefe words; 
a Let them be called janizaries [Tengi cheri^ or 
cc new foldiers); may their countenance be ever 
<c bright ! their hand vi&orious! their fword 
<c keen ! may their fpear always hang' over the 
<c heads of their enemies! and wherefoever they 
cc go , may they return with a white face 5 * ! '* 
Such was the origin of thefe haughty troops, 
the terror of the nations, and fometimes of the, 
fultans themfelves. Their valour has declined, 
their difcipline is relaxed, and their tumultuary 
array is incapable of contending with the order 
and weapons of modern tallies; but at the time 
of their inftitution, they poffefTed a decifive fupe* 
riority in war; fince a regular body of infantry* 
in conftant exercife and pay, was not maintained 
by any of the princes of Chriftendom.. The 
Janizaries fought with the zeal of profelytes 
againft their idolatrous countrymen; and iii the 
battle of Coffova, the league and independence 
-of the Sclavonian tribes \yas finally cruflied. As 
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the conqueror walked over the field , he obferved chip. 
that- the greateft part of the flain confifted of ixiv. 
beardlefs youths ; and liftened to the flattering 
reply of his vizir, that age and wifdom would 
have taught them not to oppofe his irrefiftible 
arms. But the fword of his Janizaries could not 
defend him from the dagger of defpair; a Servian 
foldier ftarted from the crowd o*f dead bodies , 
and Amurath was pierced in the belly with a 
mortal wound. The grandfon of Othman was 
mild in his temper, modeft in his apparel, and 
a lover of learning and virtue; but the Modems 
were fcandalized at his abfence from public 
worlbip; and he was corre&ed by the firmnefs 
of the mufti, who dared to rejedl his teftimony 
in a civil caufe 1 a mixture of fervitude and 
freedom not unfrequent in Oriental hiftory ,$ . 

1 he character of Bajazet , the fon and fuccef- The rei*n of 
for of Amurath , is ftrongly expreffed in his j^ iazet r * 
furname'of lldtrim^ or the lightning; and he a. d. 
ipight glory in an epithet, which 7 was drawn 1 * 89 — 140 *> 
from the fiery energy of his foul and the rapidity 
of his deftru&ive march. In the fourteen years 
of his reign s * , he inceflantly moved , at the head 
of his armies, from ; Burfa to Adrianople, from 
the Danube to the Euphrates; and, though he 
ftrenuoufly laboured for the propagation of the 
law , he invaded , with impartial ambition , the 
Chriftian and Mahometan princes of Europe and 
Afia. From Angora to Amafia and Erzeroum , His con - 
the northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to Jhe EuphMu 1 
his obedience ( he ftripped of their hereditary tes to the 

l " . ' j) a nube. 
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fc ri A p. pofleflions , hi* brother emirs of Ghermian and 
ijtiv. Caradariia , of Aidin and Sarukhan ; and after 
the conqueft of Icdnium, the ancient kingdom of 
the Seljukiaris again revived in the Ottoman dy- 
nafty. Nor were the conquefts of Bajazet lefe 
rapid or important in Europe; Nd fdonei* had 
he impofed a regular form 6f fervitude on the 
Servians arid Bulgarians, than he paffed the Danubd 
to fcek new enemies and new fubjedts in the heart 
bf Moldavia ". Whatever yet adhered to the 
Greek empire in Thrace j Macedonia/ and Thefc 
laly, acknowledged a Turkifh mafter: an obfe- 
tjuious bifhop led him through the gates of 
Therrridpylae into Greece ; and we may obferve, 
as a finguiar fadl , that the widow of a Spariifli 
chief, who poffeffed the ancient feat of the oracle 
of Delphi j deferved his favour by the facfifice 
of a .beauteous daughter. The Turkiih commu- 
nication between Europe and Afia had beeri 
dangerous and doubtful , till he ftationed at 
Gallipoli a fleet of gallies , to command the Hel- 
lefpdnt and intercept the Latin fuccotirs of Con- 
flantitiople. While the monarch indulged his 
paflions iti a boundlefs range of injuftice and 
cruelty , he impofed on his foldiers the moil rigid 
laws of modefty and abftinence ; and the harveft 
* was peaceably reaped and fold within the precinds 

of his camp. Provoked by the Idofe and corrupt 
adminiftration of juftice , he cdlle&ed in a houfe 
the judges and lawyers of his dominions , who 
expe&ed ttiat in a few moments the fire would 
be kindled to reduce them to afhes. His minifters 

trembled 
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prefumed to infinite the true .caufe of the evil; txifi 
and future Vei\ality was left without ejtcufe, by- 
annexing an adequate falaiy to the! office of 
cadhi'*, Thehuuibje title of femir was no longer 
fuit^ble to the Ottqman greatnefs ; and Bajazet 
condefcejxeted to accept a patent of fujtan from 
the caliphs who ferved in Egypt undef the yoke 
Of the MamaJukes ": a laft and friyplpus homagd 
that was yielded by force to opinion ; by the! 
Turkilh cdnquerors td the bdufe of Abbas and 
the fiucceffors of the Arabian prophet The alm- 
bition of the fultan Was inflamed by the obligation 
bf defervirig this atiguft title ; and he: ttirned his 
arras againft the kingdom of Hungary , the per- 
petual theatre of the Turkilh vi&ories and defeats. 
Sigifolond, the Hungarian king* was the fon and 
brothel* of the emperors of the Weft : his eaufe? 
•Was that of Europe and the church : and j ori 
the report of his danger , the bfaveft knights of 
France and Germany >frere eagef to march under' 
his flandard and that of the crofs. In the battle j rft ^ e ^^ 
of Nicopolis , Bajazet defeated a confederate c*p<>u*,> 
army of an hundred thoufand Ctijriffcians , who had ^' ** 9 ** 
proudly boafted, that if the.flcy fhoujd fall they 
Could uphold it on their lances. The faf greater 
part wete flain Qt driven. into the Daflubtf; 2nd 
iiigifmond , efcapifig to Conftatftinopte by the river * 

and the Black Se#, returned after a long circuit to his 
exhaufted kingdom '\ In the pride of victory * Ba* 
jazet threatened thathe would befiege Buda; that he 
Vol. XL R 
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chap, would fubduc the adjacent countries of Germany 

lxiv. and Italy ; and that he would feed his horfe with 

a bulhel of oats on the altar of St. Peter at Rome. 

His progrefs was checked , not by the miraculous 

' interpofition of the apoftle , not by a crufade of 

the Chriftian powers , but by a long and painful 

. fit of the gout. ^The diforders of the moral , 

jj» are fometimes corrected by thofe of the phyfical^ 

7 \ world; and an acrimonious humour falUhg on a 

fmgle fibre of one man, may prevent or fiifpend 

the mifery of nations. 

Crufade ami ^ uc ^ ls ^ g enera l idea of the Hungarian war; 

captivity of but the difaftrous adventure of the French has 

the French procured us fome memorials which illuftrate the 

a. i). vidory and character of Bajazet *\ The duke 

I39 6 — i3 ? s. of Burgundy, fovereign of Flandfers , and uncle 

of Charles the fixth , yielded to the. ardour of 

his fon, John count of Nevers; and the fearlefs 

youth was v accompanied by four princes, his 

coufins, and thofe of the French monarch. Their 

inexperience was guided by the fire de Coucy , 

one of the beft and oldeft captains of Chriften- 

dom**; but the conftable, admiral', and marfhal, 

of France 6i commanded an army which did not 

exceed the number of a thoufand knights and 

fquires. Thefe fplendid names were the fource 

t of prefurnption and the bane of discipline. So 

many might afpire to command , that none were 

willing to obey; their national fpirit defpifed 

both their enemies and their allies ; and in the 

perfuafton that Bajazet would fly , or mufl fall r 

they began to compute how foon they fhould 
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VifiJt Constantinople and deliver the holy fepulchre. c H a P^ 
When their fcouts announced the approach of the. lxiv* 
Turks, the gay and thoughtlefs youths were at 
table , already heated with wine ; they inftantly 
clafped their armour, mounted their horfes, rode 
full fpeed to the vanguard , and refented as an 
affront the advice of Sigifmond, which would 
have deprived them of the right and honour of 
the foremoft attack. The battle of Nicopolis 
would not have been loft, if the French would 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians : but 
it might have been glorioufly won , had the 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. 
They difperfed the firft line , confifting of the 
troops of Afia; forced a rampart of ftakes, which 
had been planted againft the cavalry ; broke f 
after a bloody conflict, the Janizaries themfelves; 
and were at length overwhelmed by the numer- 
ous fquadrons that iffued from the woods , and 
charged on all fides this handful df intrepid 
warriors. In the fpeed and fecrecy of his march* 
in the order and evolutions of the battle , his 
enemies felt and admired the military talents of 
Bajazet. They accufe his cruelty in the ufe of 
victory. After referring the count of Nevers, 
and four-and^twenty lords, whofe birth and riches 
were attefted by his Latin interpreters , the re* t ■ 

rriainder of the French captives, who bad furviv- 
cd the (laughter of the day, were led before hi* 
throne; and, as they refufed to abjure their faith, 
were fucceflively beheaded in his ptefence. The 
fuitan was* cxafperated by the lofs of his bravcft 

R a 
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C H A p. Janizaries; and if it be trua, that, on the eve oi 
ixiv. the engagement, the French had maffocred their 
Turkilh prisoners **, they might impute 'to therti- 
felves the confequences of a juft retaliation. A 
knight, whofe life had been Spared, was permit- 
ted to return to Paris , that he might relate the 
deplorable tale , and folicit the ranfom ofr rite 
fcoble captives. In the mean while, the count 
©f Nevers , with the princes and barons of France, 
Were dragged along in the marches of the Turkifti 
camp, expofed as a grateful trophy to the Moflems 
of Europe and Afia , and ftriftly confined at 
Burfa , as often as Bajazet refided in his capital. 
The fiult&n was preffed each day to expiate with 
their blood the blood of his martyrs ; but he had 
pronounced , that they fhould live , and either 
for mercy or deftru&ion his word was irrevocable. 
He was affured of their value and importance 
by the return of the meffenger, and the gifts 
and interceffions of the kings of France and of 
Cyprus. Lufignan prefented him with a gold fait- 
cellar of curious workmanfhip , and of the price 
of ten thoufand ducats; and Charles the fixtb 
difpatched by the way of Hungary a caft of 
^ Norwegian hawks , and fix horfe- loads of fcarlet 

cloth, ofc fine linen of Rheims , and of Areas 
tapeftry, feprefeflting the battles of the greafc 
Alexander. After much delay , the effedt of 
diftance rather than of art, Bajazet agreed tcr 
accept a ranfom of: two hundred thoufand ducats 
for the count of Nevers and the furviving princes 
and barons: the marfhal Bouckault, a famous 
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Warrior , was of the number of the fortunate ; but chap. 
the admiral of France had been (lain in the battle ; LX1V, 
and the conftable * with the fire die Goucy, died in 
the prifon of Burfa. This heavy demand , which 
was doubled by incidental cofts, fell chiefly on 
the duke of Burgundy , or rather on his Flemifh 
fubjedls , who were bound by the feudal laws to 
contribute for the knighthood and captivity of the 
eldeft fon of their lord. For the faithful difr 
charge of the debt , fome merchants of Genoa 
gave fecutity to the amount of five times thp 
fum; a leffon to thofe warlike times, that com* 
merceand credit are the links of the fociety of 
nations. It had been ftipulated in the treaty, 
that the French captives (hould fwear never ta 
bear arms againft the perfon of their conqueror ; 
but the ungenerous reftraint was abolished by 
Bajazet himfelf. <c I defpife , " laid be to the 
heir of Btirgundy , a thy oaths and thy arms. 

* Thou art young, and mayeft be ambitious of 
u effacing the difgrace or misfortune of thy firft 
" chivalry. Affemble thy powers, proclaim thy 
" defign, and be affured that Bajazet will rejoice 

* to meet thee a fecond time in a field of battle." 
Before their departure, they were indulged in . 
the freedom and hofpitality of the court of Burfa. 
The French princes admired the magnificence of 
the Ottoman, whofe hunting and hawking equipage 
was compofed of feven thoufand huntfmen and 
feven thoufand falconers ". . In their pretence, 
and at his command, the belly of one of his 
chamhedains was cut open , on a complaint 

R 3 
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€ ts A v. againft him for drinking the goats-milk of a poor 
lxiv. woman. The ftrangers were aftonilhed by this 
a& of juftice; but it was the juftice of a fultan 
who difdains to balance the weight of evidence 
or to meafure the degrees pf guilt. 
J 1 " e ™P eror After his enfranchisement from an oppreffive 
logus, guardian, John Palaeologus remained thirty-fix 

a. d. ms, years, the helplefs, and as it Ihould feem , the 
4. p, 1391. carelefs, fpe&ator, of the public ruin". Love, 
or rather luft, was his only vigorous paffion; 
and in the embraces of the wives and virgins 
of the city, the turkifh flave forgot the difhonour 
of the emperor of the Romans. Andronicus, his 
eldeft fon , had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendfhip with Sauzes the fon of 
Amurath ; and the two youths confpired againft 
the authority and lives of their parents. The 
prefence of Amurath in Europe foon difcovered 
and diffipated their rafh counfels; and , after de- 
priving Sauzes of his fight , the Ottoman threat- 
ened his vaffal with the treatment of an accomplice 
and an enemy, unlefs he inflidted a fimilar puniih- 
ment on his own fon. Palaeologus trembled 
arid obeyed ; and a cruel precaution involved in 
. the fame fentence the childhood and innocence 
of John the fon of the criminal. But the operation 
was fo mildly, or fo unflcilfully, performed, that 
the one retained the fight of an eye, and the 
other was afflidted only with the infirmity of 
Difcard of fquinting. Thus excluded from the fucceflioo , 
the G*eefcs, the two princes were confined in the tower of 
Aaemaj and the pi?ty of Manuel, the fccond fan 
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of the reigning monarch , was rewarded with the chap. 
gift of the Imperial crown. But at the end of lxiv. 
two years , the turbulence of the Latins and the 
levity of the Greeks produced a revolution; and 
the two emperors were buried in the tower from 
whence the two prifoners were exalted to the 
throne. Another period of two years afforded 
Palaeologus and Manuel the means of efcape : 
it was cdntrived by the magic , or fubtlety, of 
a monk f who was alternately named the angel or , 
the devil : they fled to Scutari; their adherents 
armed in their caufe ; and the two Byzantine 
fadtions difplayed the ambition and animofity* 
with which Caefar and Pompey had difputed the 
empire of the world. The Roman world was 
now contracted to a corner of Thrace , between 
the Propontis and the Black Sea , about fifty 
miles in length and thirty in breadth ; a fpace of 
ground not more extenfive than the leffer princi- 
palities of Germany or Italy , if the remains of 
Conftantinople had not ftill reprefented the wealth 
and populoufnefs of a kingdom. To reftore the 
public peace , it was found neceffary to divide 
this fragment of the empire ; and while Palseo*- 
Iogus and Manuel were left in poffeflion of the 
capital, almoft all that lay without the walls wa? . 
ceded to the blind princes , who fixed their re* 
fidence at Rhodofto and Selybria. In the tranquil 
{lumber of royalty , the paflions of John Palxo* 
logus furvived his reafon and his ftrength; he 
deprived his favourite and heir of a blooming 
priiicefs of Trebizoad ; , and while the feehlft 

R4 , 
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g n k v. emperor laboured to oonfbnvmate his nuptials," 

W?V. Manuel , with ao hundred' of the aobleft Greeks, 

was fent on a peremptory (bttinorpils to the Ottotaiaft 

pone. They ferve'd with hbrronr' iir the wars of 

Bajazet; but a plati of fortifying €onft#itinople 

<5xcite4 : his jcaloufy : he threatened their lives ; 

the new work? V/ere inftaptly demolished; and' 

we fhall beftow a ptaife , perhaps above thfc 

merit of Palaeolpgus, if we impute this # la(l' hum*? 

liation 3$ the caufe of bis dc^th. 

Theempew -The efcrlieft intelligence of that event was 

** a " e p communicatee} to jVTanuel," who efcaped with 

1391—1^25, fpced and fecrecy from the palace of Burfa to 

i*to 2 + the Byzantine throne. Bajazet affieded a proud 

indifference at the loft of this valqabte pledge j 

and white he purfiied his conqitefts* in Europe 

and Afia, be left the emperor to ftruggle with 

his blind coufin John of Selybria, who, in 

eight years? of civil war, affened his right of 

primogeniture. At length' the artibition of the 

vidorious fultan* pointed to the conqueft of Cortr 

ftantinople; but he liftened td the advice of hi$ 

vizir, who repreferited, that (Itch ap etiterprife 

might unite the powers of Chriftendom in a fe- 

cpnd and more formidable crnfade. His epiftte 

to the emperor was conceived in thefe words: 

piftreR«f '* By the divine clemency, our invincible fey- 

nop!!?* * metar has reduced to our obedience almoft all 

a. b. # Afia, with many and large countries in Eu- 

?3?f 1402. cc r0 p e< excepting only the city of Conftaritirto- 

€C pie; for beyond the walls thou haft nothing 

? Jfft. Refigu that city; ftipujat? (by reward; 
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* or tremble , for thyfelf and thy unhappy people', %q'h a p.' 

* at the confeqocnces of a rafh reftrfah" But H(fV« 
his ambaffadors were inftrti&ed to foften their 
tone, and to propofe a treaty, which was fub-r 
fcribecf with fubraiflion and gratitude. A truce 

of ten years was purchased by an annual tribute 
bf thirty thoufand crowns- of gold : the Greeks; 
deplored the public toleration of the law of IVTa* 
hornet, and Bajazet enjoyed the glory of eftabliftw 
jng a Turkifh c^dhi, ancj founding a royal mofch 
in the metropolis of the Eaftern church ". Yet 
this trucie was foon violated by the r^ftlefs ful- 
tan : in the caufe of the prince of Selybria , tlid 
lawful erpperojr, an tfmy of Ottomans, agaiif 
threatened Gonft^ntinople ; $nd the diftrefs of 
IWanuel implored the protection of the king o? 
France. His plaintive embaffy obtained mucW 
pity and fome relief 5 and the conduct of the fuc- 
cour was entrufted to the marflial Bbucicault "; 
whofe religious chivalry was inflamed by the de- 
fire of revenging his captivity on the infidels: 
He failed with four (hips bf war, ffoni Aigues-* 
mortes to the HelleCpont; forced the paflage f 
which was guarded by feveriteeh Turkifh gallies; 
landed at Gpnftantinople dl fupply of fix hundred 
men at arms andfixteen hundred archers; and 
reviewed them in the adjacent plain , without; 
condescending to number or array the multitude 
of Greeks. By his prefence , the blockade was raifed 
both by fea and land ; the flying (quadrons of Ba« 
jazet were driven to a more refpedlful diftance; 
and feveral caftles in £urop$ *n4 Afi^ were 
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chap, ftormed by the emperor and the marfhal, who 
txiv. fought with equal valour by each other's fide But 
the Ottomans foon returned with an increafe of 
numbers; and the intrepid Boucicault, after a 
year's ftruggle, refolved to evacuate a country 
which could no longer afford either pay or pro- 
vifions for his foldiers. The marfhal offered to. 
conduct Manuel to the French court, where he 
might folicit in perfon a fupply of men and mo- 
, ney ; and ad vifed in the mean while , that , to 
extinguifh all domeftic difcord , he fhould leave 
his blind competitor on the throne. . The pro- 
x pofal was embraced: the prince of Selybria was 
introduced to the capital ; and fuch was the pub- 
lic mifery , that the lot of the exile feemed more 
fortunate than that of the fovereign. Inftead of 
applauding the fuccefs of his vaffal , the Turkifh 
fultan claimed the city as his own; and on the 
refufal of the emperor John , Conftantinople was 
more clofely preffed by the calamities of war and 
famine. Againft fuch an enemy , prayers and re- 
finance were alike unavailing; and the favage 
would have devoured his prey,, if, in the fatal 
moment, he had not been overthrown by an- 
other favage ftronger than himfelf. By the vic- 
tory of Timour or Tamerlane, the fall of Con- 
ftantinople was delayed about fifty years;, and 
this important, though accidental, fervice may 
juftly introduce the life and charader of the Mo-. 
gul conqueror. 
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CHAP. LXV. 



Elevation of Timour or Tamerlane to the Ttirone of 
Samarcand. — His Conquefls in Perjia, Georgia, 
Tartary , Rujfia , India , Syria , and Anatolia. — 
His Turkish War. _ Defeat and Captivity of 
Bajazct. — Death of Timour. — Civil War 
of the Sons of Bajazet; — Reparation of the 
Turkish Monarchy by Mahomet the Firft. — « 
Siege of Conflantincffle by Amurath the Second. 



X HE conqueft and monarchy of the world was chap. 
the firft objcd of the ambition of Timour. To lxv# 
live in the memory and fcfteem of future ages Hiftoriei of 
was the fecond wifh of his magnanimous fpirit. J^wSm °* 
All the civil and military tranfa&ions of his reign 
were diligently recorded in the journals of his 
fecretaries x : the authentic narrative was revifed 
by the perfons beft informed of each particular 
tranfa&ion ; and it x is believed in the empire and 
family of Timour, that the monarch himfelf com- 
pofed the commentaries* of bis life, and the injli* 
tutions l of his government \ But thefe cares were 
ineffe&ual for the prefervation of his fame, and 
thefe precious memorials in the Mogul or Perfian 
Upguage were concealed from the world, or at 
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chap, leaft: from the knowledge of Europe. The nations 

l*v, which he vanquiflhed exercifed a bafe and im* 

potent revenge; and ignprancf has long repeated 

the tale of calumny s , which had disfigured the 

v birth and chara&er , the perfon , and even the 

name, of Tamerlane 4 . Yet his real merit would 
be enhanced , rather than debased , by the eleva- 
tion of a peafant to the throne of Afia; nor can 
his larnenefs be a theme of reproach , unlefs he 
had the weaknefs to blufh at a natural, or perhaps 
an honourable , infirmity. 

In the eyes of the Moguls, who held the in* 
defeafible fucceflion of the houfe of Zingis , he 
was doubtlefs a rebel fufcjed; yet he fprang 
from the noble tribe of Berlafs: his fifth anceftor, 
Carafhar Nevian , h^d been the vizir of Zagatai, 
in his new realm of Tranfoxiana ; and in the 
afcent of fome generations, the 1 branch of Timour 
is confounded, at leaft by the females 7 , with the 
Imperial ftem \ He was born forty miles to the 
fouth of Samarcand , in the village of Sebzar , in 
the fruitful territory of Calh , of which his fathers 
were the hereditary chiefs, as well as of a toman 
6f ten thoufand horfe \ His birth IO was caft on 
one of thofe periods of anarchy which announce 
the fall of the Afiatic dynafties, and open a new 
field to adventurous ambition, The khans of 
Zagatai were extindl; v the emirs afpired to inde* 
pendences^and their domeftic feuds could only 
be fufpended by the conqneft and tyranny of the 
khans of Kafligar, who, with an army > of Getes 
or Calmucks ", invaded the Tranfoxian kingdom. 
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from the twelfth y£af of bis agfc , Timour had cnU, 
entered the field of adtion; in the twenty- fifth % lxv. 
he flood forth as the deliverer of his country; tii**rftad. 
and the eyes and wiihes of the people were turn- ^""^ 
ed towards an hero who fuffefed in their caufe. 1361—1370. 
The chiefs of. the law and of the army had pledg- 
ed their falvation to fupport him with their 
lives and fortunes; but in the hour of danger 
they were filent and afraid; and, after waiting 
feven days on the hills of Samarcand, he re- 
treated to the defert with only fixty borfemen. 
The fugitives were overtaken by a thoufand 
Getes, whom he repulfed with incredible daugh- 
ter, and his enemies were forced to ejtql.aim* 
<c Timouf is a wonderful man : fortune and the 
ic divine favour are with him/ 51 But in this 
bloody acflion his own followers were reduced to 
ten, a number which was foon diminished by the 
defertion of three Carizmians. He wandered in 
the defert with his wife, feven companions, and 
four horfes; and fixty-two days was he plunged 
in a loathfomc dungeon, from whence he efcaped 
by his own courage, and the rernorfe of the op^ 
preffor. After fwimming the broad and rapid 
ftream of th§ Jihoon , or Oxus , he led , during * 
fome months, the life of a vagrant and outlaw, 
on the borders of the adjacent ftates. But his 
fame (hone brighter in adverfityj he learned to 
diftinguilh the friends of his perfon , the affoci- 
ates of his fortune, and to apply the various 
characters of men for their advantage , and above 
all for his own* On his return to his native 
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chap, country, Tumour was fuccefljvely joined by the 
1XV. parties of his confederates , who anxioufly foughe 
him in the defert; nor can I refufe to defcribe, 
in his pathetic fimplicity , one of their fortunate 
encounters. He prefented himfelf as a guide to 
three chiefs, who were at the head of feventy 
horfe. " When their eyes fell upon me," fays 
Timour, "they were overwhelmed with joy; 
" and they alighted from their horfes; and they 
<c came and kneeled ; and they kiflTed my ftir- 
u rup. I alfo came down from my horfe, and 
" took each of them in my arms. And I put 
" my turban on the head of the firfl: chief; and 
w m Y girdle, rich in jewels and wrought with 
C€ gold, I bound on the loins of the fecond; and 
cc the third , I clothed in my own coat. And 
s cc they wept, and I wept alfo; and the hour of 
<c prayer was arrived , and we prayed. And we 
" mounted our horfefs, and came to my dwel- 
" ling ; and I colle&ed ray people , aud made a 
cc feaft. " His trufty bands were foon increafed 
by the braved of the tribes ; he led them againft 
a fuperior foe ; and after fome viciffitudes of 
war; the Getes were finally driven from the 
kingdom of Tranfoxiana. He had done much 
for his own glory; but much remained to be 
done , much t art to be exerted , and fome blood 
to be fpilt, before he could teach his equals to 
obey him a$ their mafter. The birth and power of 
the emir HoufTein compelled him to accept a vi- 
cious and unworthy colleague, whofe filler was 
the beft beloved of his wives. Their union 
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was fliort and jealous; but the policy of Timour, chap. 
in their frequent quarrels, expofed his rival to lxv. 
the reproach of injuftice and perfidy: and, after 
a tinal defeat, Houffein was (lain by fome faga- 
cious friends, who prefumed, for the laft time, 
to difobey the commands of their lord. At the 
age of thirty - four ", and in a general diet or 
couroultai^ he was inverted with Imperial com- 
mand, but he affeded to revere the houfe of 
Zingis; and while the emir Timour reigned over He afcend* 
Zagatai arid the Eaft, a nominal khan ferved as J^f** * 
a private officer in the armies of his fervant A a. d. 1370, 
fertile kingdom , five hundred i^riiles in length Apnl * 
and in breadth, might have fatisfied the ambition 
of a*fubjedt ; but Timour afpired to the dominion 
of the' world; an|d before his death, the crown 
of Zagatai was one of the twenty-feven crowns 
which he had placed on his head. Without 
expatiating on the victories of thirty - five cam- 
paigns; without defcribing the lines of march, 
•which he repeatedly traced over the continent 
of Afia; I fhall briefly reprefent his conquefts in, 
I. Perfia, II. Tartary, and, III. l£dia ,J , and from 
thence proceed to the more interefting narrative 
of his Ottoman war. 

I. For every war , a motive of fafety or His can* 
revenge , of honour or zeal , of right or con- que £* D# 
venience , may be readily found in the jurifprui 1370 — 140a 
dence of conquerors. No fooner had Timour re- 1 ^^j?** 
united to the patrimony of Zagatai the dependent oaie— mj. 
countries of Carizme and Candahar , than he 
turned his eyes towards the kingdoms of Iranor 
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Cft a p. Perfia. From the Oxvis to the Tigris, - tb&t extert- 
ixv. iive country Was left without a lawful fovereigri 
•;fince the death of Aboufaid , the laft df the dej- 
Icendants of the great Holacoii. Peace and juftice 
Jiad been foahi&ed from the land above forty 
^ears ; and the Mogul invader might feem tc* 
•Jiften *t> tbfc crie$ of an opptefled people. Their 
jpetty tyrants might have oppofed hini with con* 
federate arms: they Separately flood , and fuc- 
fceffively fell ; and the difference erf their fate was 
Only marked by the promptitude bf fubmifflon of 
the obftinacy of tefiftance.- Ibrahim , prince of 
Shirwan or Albania, kiffed the footftool of the 
Imperial throne. His peace-offerings of filks , 
jmrfes, and jewels, were compojfed, acc6*ling? 
to the Tartar fafhion , each article of nine pieces * 
tut a critical fpe&ator obferved $ that there were 
only <fight flaves. " I myfelf am the ninth i " 
teplied Ibrahim , who was prepared for the 
remark ; and his flattery was rewarded by the 
imiie of Timour x \ Shah Manfour* prince of 
Fars, or the proper Perfia, was one of the leaft 
powerful, but moft dangerous, of his enemies.- 
In a battle under the walls of Shiray, lie broke f 
-With three or four tlioufand foldiers, the coul or 
fcvain body of thirty thoufand horfe, where the 
emperor fought in perfon. No more than fourteen 
6r fifteen guards remained near the ftandard of 
Tinbour i he ftobd firm as a rock , aftd received 
On his helmet two weighty ftrokes of a fcyme- 
tar u : the Moguls rallied; the head of Manfour 
♦Was thrown at his feet, and he declared his 

«fleem 
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fcfteem of the valour of a foe* by extirpating all c tf A t}» 
the mates of fo intrepid a race. From Shiray 4 fcXV* 
his troops advanced to the Perfiaq gulf; and the 
richnefs and weaknefs of Ormuz '* were difplayed 
in an annual tribute of fix hundred thoufand 
dinars of gold* Bagdad was no longer the city 
of peace, the feat of the caliphs; but the nobleft 
conqueft of Houlacou could not be overlooked 
by his ambitious fucceffor. The whole courfe 
of the Tigris and Euphrates , from the mouth 
to the fources of thofe rivers i was reduced to 
his obedience*, he entered Edcffa; and the Turk-* 
mans of the black fheep were chaftifed for the 
facrilegious pillage of a caravan of. Mecca* In 
the mountains of Georgia, the native Chriftians 
Hill braved the law and * the fword of Mahomet; 
by three expeditions he obtained the merit of the 
gazic , or holy war ; and the prince of Teflid * 

became his profelyte and friend., 

IL A juft retaliation might be urged for the if* or 
invafion of Turkcftan, ot the eaftern Tartary, Tu ^ ctt * fl# 
Ttoe dignity of Timour could not endure the mo-^-iasjl* 
impunity of the Getes : he paffed the Sihoon , 
fubdued the kingdom of Calhgar , and marched 
feven times into the heart of their country. Hid 
mod diftant camp was two months journey , , of 
four hundred and eighty leagues to the north* 
eaft of Samarcand ; and his emirs i who trayerfed 
the river Irtilh , engraved in the forefts of Siberia 
a rude memorial of their exploits. The conqueft 
of Kipzak, or the weftern Tartary 27 , was founded , 

on the double motive of aiding, the diftreffed. 
Vol. XL S 
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chap, and chaftifmg the ungrateful. To&amifh , a fu- 
lxv. gitive prince, was entertained and proteded in 
his court : the ambaffadors of Aurufs Khan were 
difmiffed with an haughty denial , and followed 
on the fame day by the armies of Zagatai;and 
their fuccefs eflablifhed To&amifh in the Mogul 
empire of the north. But after a reign of ten 
years, the new khan forgot the merits and the 
ftrength of his J>enefa&or; the bafe ufurper, as 
he deemed him, of the facred rights of the houfe 
of Zingis. Through the gates of Derbend, he 
entered Perfia at the head of ninety thoufand 
horfe : with the innumerable forces of Kipzak , 
Bulgaria , Circaffia , and Ruflia , he pafled the 
Sihoon, burnt the palaces of Timour, and com- 
/ pelled him , amidft the winter fnows , to cbntend 

of Ki>zak t for Samarcand and his life. Alter a mild expoftu- 
Ruffia, etc. Nation and a glorious vidory, the emperor refolved 
1390— 13$>6. on revenge: and by the eaft, and the weft, of 
the Cafpian, and the Volga, he "twice invaded 
Kipzak with fuch mighty powers , that thirteen 
miles were meafured from his right to his left 
wing. In a march of five months, they rarely 
beheld the footfteps of man ; and their d^ily fub- 
fiftence was often trufted to the fortune of the 
chace. At length the armies encountered each 
other; but the treachery of the ftandard-bcarer , 
who , in the heat of adtion, reverfed the Imperial 
ftandard of Kipzak , determined the vidlory of 
the Zagatais; and To&amifh (I fpeak the lan- 
guage of the inftitutions) gave the tribe of Touflii 
to the wind of defolatton ". He fled to the 
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Chriftian duke of Lithudnitf; again returned to the c if k p', 
banks of the Volga ; and , after fifteen battles ixv.* 
ivith a dorneftic rival, att laft perifhed in the wilds 
fcf Siberia; The purfuit of a flying enemy carried 
Timour into the tributary provinces of Ruflia: 
a duke of the reigning family was made prifoner 
amidft the ruins of his capital; and Yeletz, by 
the pride and ignorance of the Orientals , might 
eafily be confounded with the genuine metropo- 
lis of the nation. MofcoW trembled at the ap- 
Ju-ciach of the Tartar, and the refiftance would 
have been feeble, fince the hopes of the Ruffian* 
Were placed in a miraculous image of the Virgin^ 
to whofe pfote&ion they afcribed the cafual ancf 
Voluntary retreat of the conqueror. Ambitiorf 
and prudence recalled him to the South , the' 
defolate country was exhaufted, and the Mogui 
foldiefs were enriched with an immenfe fpoil of 
precious furs * of linen of Antioch Xf , and of 
ingots of gold and filver *\ On the banks of 
the Don, or Tanais, he received an humble de* 
jmtatibn from the confuls and merchants of 
Egypt", Venice, Genoa, Catalonia, aridBifcay* 
Who occupied the commerce and city of Tana ^ 
br Azoph , at the mouth of the river. They 
offered their gifts, admired his magnificence, an<£ 
trufted his foyal word. But the peaceful vifit of * 

an emir, who explored the ftate of the magazines? 
and harbotir, was fpeedily followed by the de* 
ftrudtivc prefenjee of the Tartars. The city was 
f educed to aflies ; the Moderns were pillaged an<£ 
difmiffed ; but all th<? Chriftiao* , who had ao«> 

ft* 
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chap, fled to their (hips, were condemned either to 
txv. death or flavery ". Revenge prompted him to 
burn the cities of Serai and Aftrachan, the monu- 
ments of rifing civilization; and his vanity pro- 
claimed , that he had penetrated to the region of 
perpetual daylight, a ftrange phenomenon, which 
authorifed his Mahometan do&ors. <to difpenfe 
with the obligation of evening prayer *\ 
in Of III. When Timour firft propofed to his princes 

HindofUn, and em j rs tbe i nva f lon f | nc |i a or Hindoftan 14 , 

A. D. . 

1398, is99. he. was anfwered by a murmur/of difcontent : 
<c The rivers ! and the mountains and deferts ! 
<c and the foldiers clad in armour ! and the 
* elephants , deftroyers of men ! " But the dif- 
pleafure of the emperor was more dreadful thai* 
all thefe terrors ; and his fuperior reafon was 
convinced, that an enterprife of fuch tremendous 
Sifped was fafe and eafy in the execution. He 
Was informed by his fpies of the weaknefs and 
anarchy of Hindoftan : the Soubahs of the pro- 
vinces had eredled the ftandaid of rebellion; and 
the perpetual infancy of fultan Mahmoud was 
^efpifed even in the haram of Delfyi. The Mogul 
army moved in three great divisions: and Timour 
obferves with pleafure , that the ninety- two 
fquadrons of a thoufand horfe mod fortunately. 
Correfponded with the ninety- two names or 
epithets of the prophet Mahomet. Between the 
Jihoon and the Indus, they eroded one of the 
ridges of mountains, which are ftyled by the 
Arabian geographers the ftony girdles of the 
earth. The highland robbers were fubdued or 
extirpated; but great numbers of men and horfes 
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perifhed in the fnow ; the erriperor himfelf was chap. 
let down a precipice on a portable fcaffold , the lxv. 
ropes were one hundred and fifty cubits in length; 
and , before he could reach the bottom , this 
dangerous operation was five times repeated, 
Timour croffed the Indus at the ordinary paffage 
of Attok; and fucceflively traverfed, in thefoot- 
fteps of Alexander, the Punjab , or five rivers *\ 
that fall into the mafter-ftream. From Attok to 
Delhi , the high road meafures no more than fix 
hundred miles:- but the two conquerors deviated 
to the fouth-eaft ; and the motive of Timour 
•was to join his grandfon , who bad atchieved by 
his command the conqueft of Moukan. On the 
eaftern bank of the Hyphafis , on the edge of 
the defert , the Macedonian hero halted and 'wept : 
the Mogul catered the defert, reduced the fortrefs 
of Batnir, and flood in arms before the gates of 
Delhi, a great and flourishing city, which had 
fubfifted three centuries under the dominion of 
the Mahometan kings. The liege, more efpecially 
of the cattle, might have been a work of time; 
but he tempted, by the appearance; o£weaknefs, 
the fultan Mahmoud and his vizir to defcencL 
into the plain , with ten thoufand , cuiraffiers , 
forty thoufand of his foot-guards, and one hun- 
dred and twenty elephants, whofe tuflcs are faid 
to have been armed with fharp and poifoned dag- 
gers. Againft thefe monfters , or rather againft the 
imagination of his troops, he condefcended to 
ufe fome extraordinary precautions of fire and a 
ditch, of iron fpikes and a rampart of bucklers; 

- S 3 
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p ji A p. but the event taught the Moguls to fmile at their 
f^v. own fears.; ai\d, as foon as thcfe unwieldy ani- 
mals were routed , the inferior fpecies (the metx 
of India) disappeared from the field. Tiraour 
made his triumphal entry into the capital of Hin- 
doftan-; and admired, with a view to imitate, 
the architecture of the ftately mofch ; but the 
order or licence of a general pillage and maffacre 
pollute4 the feftival of his vidory. He refolved 
to purify his foldiers in the blood of the idola- 
ters , or Gentoos f who ftill furpafs , in the pro- 
portion of ten to one, the numbers of the Mof- 
lems. In this pious defign , he advanced one 
hundred miles to the north-eaft of Delhi, paffed 
the Ganges, fought feveral ba'ttles by land and 
water , and penetrated to the famous rock of 
Coupele, the ftatue of the cow, that fecms to 
flifcharge the mighty river, whofe fource is far 
fiiftant among the mountains of Thibet **. His 
return was along the flrirts of the northern hills; 
nor could this rapid campaign of one year juftify. 
the ftrange forefight of his emirs, that their chil- 
dren in a warm climate would degenerate into 
a race of Hindoos, 
flfc wit It was on the banks of the Ganges that Timour 

Kiwi" was iafcn™^ by bis fpeedy meffengers, of the 
A n. 14-0. difturbances which had arifen on the confines of 
*?.Wt*' *• Georgia and Anatolia, of the revolt of theChrit 
tians, and the ambitious defigns of the fultan 
Bajazet. , His vigour of mind and body was not 
impaired by fixty-three years, and innumerable 
fatigues ; and , after enjoying fome tranquil months 
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in the palace of Samarcand , he proclaimed a new chap. 
expedition of feven years into the weftern coun- lxv, 
tries of Afia * 7 . To the foldiers who had ferved 
in the Indian war, he granted the choice of re- 
maining at home or following their prince; but 
(he troops of all the provinces and kingdoms of 
JPerfia were commanded to affemble at Ifpaban, 
and wait the arrival of the Imperial ftandard. It 
was. firft dire&ed againft the Chriftians of Geor- 
gia, who were ftrong only in their rocks, their 
caftles, and the winter feafon; but thefe obftacles 
were overcome by the zeal and perfeverance of 
Timour : the rebels fubmitted to the tribute or 
the Koran ; and if both religions boafted of their 
martyrs , that name is more juflly due to the 
Chriftian .prifoners , who were offered the choice 
of abjuration or death. On his defcent from the 
hills, the emperor gave audience to the firft am- 
bafladors of Bajazet, and opened the hoftile cor- 
refpondence of complaints and menaces; which 
fermented two years before the final explofion. 
Between two jealous and haughty neighbours, 
the mqtives of quarrel will feldom be wanting. 
The Mogul and Ottoman conquefts now touched 
each other in the neighbourhood of Erzeroum , 
and the Euphrates; nor had the doubtful limit 
been afcertained by time and treaty. Each of 
thefe ambitious monarchs might accufe his rival 
of violating his territory; of threatening his vaf- 
falsj and prote&ing his rebels; and, by the name 
of rebels , each underftood the fugitive prince^, 
whofc kingdoms he had ufurped , and whole life 

S 4 
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OHAr, or Jiberty he implacably purfued. The refers 
WV< bfance of character was ftiji more dangerous than 
the oppofitioq of intereft; and in their vi&orious 
career, Timour was impatient of an equal, and 
Bajazet was ignorant of a fuperior. The firft 
epiftle a * of the Mogul emperor muft have pro- 
voked, inftead of reconciling the Turkifh fultan; 
whofe family and nation he affefted to defpife**; 
** Poft thou not know, that the greateft part of 

* Afia is fuhjed to our arms and our laws r that 

* our invincible forces extend from one fea to 

* the other ? that the potentates of the earth 

* form a line before our gate? and that we have 
* c compelled fortune herfelf to watch over the 
« profperity of our empire? What is the foimda- 
.* tion of thy infolence and folly? ^hou haft 
" fought fome battles in the woods of Anatolia; 

* contemptible trophies ! Thou haft obtained 

* fome victories over the Chwftians of Europe ; 
<c thy fword was.bleffed by the apoftle of God; 
^ and thy obedience to the precept of the Koran, 
a in waging war againft the infidels, is the fole 
" confideratioa that prevents us from deftroying 
tt thy country , the frontier and bulwark of the 

* Moflem world. Be wife in time ; refledl, repent; 
cc and avert the thunder of our vengeance, which 
* c is yet fufpended over thy head, Thou art no 

* more than a pifnure ; why wilt thou feek to 
%c provoke the elephants? Alas, they will trample 
« thee under, their feet" In his. replies, Rajazet 
poured forth the indignation of a foul which was 
deeply ftung by fuch unn&al coateippk Afte* 
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retorting the bafeft reproaches on the thief and chap, 
rcbel'of thp defert, the Ottoman recapitulates his ixv. 
boafted vidtories in Iran, Touran, and the Indies; 
and labours to prove , that Timour had never 
triumphed unlefs by his own perfidy and the 
vices of his foes. " Thy armies are innumerable: 
" be they fo; but what are the arrows of the 
".flying Tartar againft the fcymetars and battle-,, 
ct axes of my firm and invincible Janizaries ? I 
" will guard the princes who have implored my 
<c protedion: feek them in my tents. The cities 
* of Arzingan and Erzeroum are mine , and un- 
a lefs the tribute be duly paid , I will demand 
" the arrears under the walls of Tauris and Sul- 
<c tania." The ungovernable rage of the fultan 
at length betrayed him to an infult of a more 
domeftic kind. " If I fly from thy arms ," faid 
he, a may my wives be thrice divorced from my 
a bed: but if thou haft not courage to meet me 
a in the field , mayeft thou again receive thy 
" wives after they have thrice endured the em- 
€C braces of a ftranger J \ " Any violation, by 
word or deed of the fecrecy of the Haram is an 
unpardonable offence among the Turkifh na- 
tions "; and the political quarrel of the two mo* 
narchs was embittered by private and perfonal 
refentment. , Yet in his firft expedition, Timour 
was fatisfied with the fiege and deftru&ion of 
Si was or Sebafte , a- ftrong city on the borders of 
Anatolia; and he revenged the indifcretion of the 
Ottoman, on a garrifon of four thoufand Arme- 
nians, who were buried alive for the brave and 
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chap, faithful difcharge of their duty. As a Mufulman 

l.xv* lie feemed to refpedi the pious occupation of 

Bajazet, who was ftill engaged in the blockade 

of Conftantinople : and after this falutary leffon , 

the Mogul conqueror checked his purfuit, and 

turned afide to the invafion o£ Syria and Egypt. 

Timonr in. I n thefe tranfadions , the Ottoman prince , by 

Zai^oa* * t ' ic Orientals , and even by Timour, is ftyled 

the Kaiffar of Roum, the Csefar of the Romans : a 

title which, by a'fmall anticipation, might be 

given to a monarch who poffeffed the provinces, 

and threatened the city, of th$ fucceffors of Con- 

ftantine 3 \ 

The military republic of the Mamalukes ftill 
reigned in Egypt and Syria : bbt the dynafty of 
the Turks was overthrown by that of the Cir. 
caffians "5 and their favourite Barkok, from a flave 
and a prifoner , was raifed and reftored to the 
throne.. In the midft of rebellion and difcord, he 
braved the menaces, correfponded with the ene- 
mies , and detained the ambaffadors , of the Mo- 
gul , who patiently expedled his deceafe, to re- 
venge the crimes of the father on the feeble 
reign of his fon Farage. The Syrian emirs 5 * 
were aflembled at Aleppo to repel the invafion t 
they confided in the fame and difcipline of the 
Mamalukes , in the temper of their fwords and 
lances of the pureft fteel of Damafcus , in the 
ftrength of their walled cities , and in the popu* 
loufnefs of fixty thoufand villages : and inftead 
of fuftaining a fiege , they threw open their gates, 
and arrayed their forces in the plain. But thefe 
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forces were not cemented by virtue and union ; en a. p. 
and fome powerful emirs had been feduced to .mv. 
defert or betray their more loyal companions, 
Timour's front wfcs covered, with a line, of Indian 
elephants, whofe turrets were filled with archers 
and Greek fire ; the rapid evolutions of his cavalry 
completed the difmay and diforder ; the Syrian 
crowds fell back on each other; many thoufands 
were ftifled or flaughtered in the entrance of the 
great ftreet ; the Moguls entered with the fugi- 
tives ; and, after a . fhort defence, the citadel, the 
impregnable citadel of Aleppo , was furrendered 
by cowardice or treachery. Among the fuppliants sacks Ale*, 
and captives , Timour diftineuiflhed the doctors *°* wmM 

c i i i i • • i ii A. Of »4oa» 

or xhb law , whom he invited to the dangerous xov..u. 
honour of a perfonal conference ,f . The Mogul 
prince was a zealous Mufulman ; but his Perfian 
fchools had taught him to revere the memory of 
Ali and Hofein ; and he had imbibed a deep pre- 
judice againft the Syrians , as the enemies of the 
fon of the daughter of the apoftle of God. To. 
thefe do&ors he propofed a captious queftion f 
which the cafuifts of Bochara , Samarcand, and 
Herat , were incapable of refolving. u Who are \ 

* the true martyrs , of thofe who are flain on my # 
c ^ fide , or on that of my enemies? yx But he 
was filenced , or fatisfied , by the dexterity of 
one of the cadhis of Aleppo , who replied , ii^ 
the, words of Mahomet himfelf , that the motive* 
not the enfign, conftitutes the martyr; and that 
the Moflems of either party, who fight only 
for the glory of God , may defeirve that facred 
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c h A P. appellation. The true fucceffion of the caliphs was 
lxv. a controverfy of a ftill more delicate nature and 
the franknefs of a dodtor, too honeft for his 
iituation , provoked the emperor to exclaim , 
" Ye are as falfe as thofe of Damafcus : Moa- 
" wiyah was an ufurper, Yezid a tyrant, and 
cc Ali alone is the lawful fucceffor of the prophet." 
A prudent explanation reftored his tranquillity ; 
and he paffed to a more familiar topic of conver- 
sation. cc What is your age?" faid he to the 
cadhi. " Fifty years. " — cc It would be the age 
a of my eldcft fon : you fee me here ( continued 
cc Timour ) a poor , lame , decrepit mortal. Yet 
cc by my arm has the Almighty been pleafed to 
tt fubdue the kingdoms of Iran, Touran, and 
cc the Indies. I am not a man. of blood; and 
" God is my witnefs, that in all my wars I have 
<c never been the aggreffor , and that my enemies 
<c have always been the authors of their own 
<c calamity. " During this peaceful conversation , 
the ftreets of Aleppo ftreamed with blood , ajid 
re-echoed with the cries of mothers and children, 
with the fhrieks of violated virgins. The rich 
plunder that was abandoned to his foldiers might 
ftimulate their avarice ; but their cruelty was en- 
forced by the peremptory command of producing 
an adequate number of heads , which , according 
po his cuftom, were curioufly piled in columns 
and pyramids : the Moguls celebrated the feaft 
of vi&ory , while the furviving Moderns paffed 
the night in tears and in chains. I fhall not dwell 
on the march of the deftroyer from Aleppo to 
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Damafcus , where he was rudely encountered , chap, 
and almoffc overthrown, by the armies of Egypt. lxv., 
A retrograde motion was imputed to his diftrefs 
and defpair : one of his nephews deferted to the 
enemy; and Syria rejoiced in the tale of his defeat, 
when the fultan was driven by the revolt of the 
Mamalukes to efcape with precipitation andfhame 
to his palace of Cairo. Abandoned by their 
prince, the inhabitants of Damafc^ ftill defended Damafcus, 
their walls; and Timour confented to raife the A - D * I401 ' 
fiege , if they would adorn his retreat with a gift, 
or ranfom; each article of nine pieces. But no 
fooner had he introduced himfelf into the city , 
under colour of a truce, than he perfidioufly 
violated the treaty ; impofed a contribution of 
ten millions of gold ; and animated his troops to 
chaftife the pofterity of thofe Syrians who had 
executed , or approved , the murder of the grand- 
foniof Mahomet. A family which had given 
honourable burial to the head of Hofein , and a 
colony of artificers whom he fent to labour at 
Samarcand , were alone referved in the general 
maffacre ; and , after a period of fe ven centuries, 
Damafcus was reduced to afhes , becaufe a 
Tartar was moved by religious zeal to avenge 
the blood of an Arab. The loffes and fatigues 
of the campaign obliged Timour to renounce 
the conqueft of Paleftine and Egypt; but in his 
return to the Euphrates , he delivered Aleppo 
to the flames ; and juftified his pious motive 
by the pardon and reward of two thoufand 
fe&aries of AH , who were defiraus to vifit the 
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chap, tomb of his fori. I have expatiated on th6 
lxv. perfonal anecdotes which mark the character of 
the Mogul hero; but I fhall briefly mention", 
and Bagdad * that he ere&ed on the ruins of Bagdad a pyramid of 
a. d 1401, ninety thoufand heads ; again vifited Georgia; en- 
* nIy %Im camped on the banks of the Araxcs ; and proclaim- 
ed his refolution of marching again ft the Ottoman 
emperor. Confcious of the importance of the 
war, he collected his forces from every province: 
eight hundred thoufand men were enrolled on 
his military lift 37 ; but the fplendid commands of 
five, and ten, thoufand horfe, may be rather 
expreffive of the rank and pcnfion of the chiefs , 
than of the genuine number of efFe&ive foldiers 5 *. 
In the pillage of Syria, the Moguls had acquired 
immenfe riches : but the delivery of their pay 
and arrears for feven years , more firmly attached 
them to the Imperial ftandard. 
invades Ana- During this diverfion of the Mogul arms * 
Bajazet had two years to colledl his forces for a 
more ferious encounter. They confided, of four 
hundred thoufand horfe and foot ,f , whofe merit 
and fidelity were of an unequal complexion. 
We may discriminate the Janizaries who have 
been gradually raifed to an eftabli&ment of forty 
thoufand men; a national cavalry, the Spahis of 
modern times ; twenty thoufand cuiraffiers of 
Europe, clad in black and impenetrably armour; 
the troops of Anatolia , whofe princes had 
taken refuge in the camp of Timour , and a 
colony of Tartars , whom he had driven from 
Kipzak, and to whom Bajazet had afligned a 
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fettlement in the plains of Adrianoplc. The chap. 
fearlefs confidence of the fultan urged him to i-sv. 
meet his antagonift; and, as if he had chofen 
that fpot for revenge , Jie difplayed his banners 
near the ruins of the unfortunlte Suvas. In the 
mean while , Timour moved from the Araxes 
through the countries of Armenia and Anatolia: 
his boldnefs was fecured by the wifeft precau- 
tions ; his fpeed was guided by order and dif~ 
cipline; and the woods, the mountains, and the 
rivers , were diligently explored by the flying 
fquadrons , who marked his road and preceded 
his ftandard. Firm in his plan of fighting in the 
heart of the Ottoman kingdom , he avoided theic 
camp ; dextroufly inclined to the left ; occupied 
Caefarea ; traverfed the fait defert and the river 
Halys; and inverted Angora: while the fultan,. 
immoveable and ignorant in his poft, compared 
the Tartar fwiftnefs to the crawling of a fnail ** : 
he returned on the wings of indignation to the 
relief of Angora; and as both generals were alike Batt| of 
impatient for adion , the plains round that city Angora, 
were the fcene of a memorable battle, which has AD ' ,4oa » 
immortalifed the glory of Timour and the fhame 
of Bajazet. For this fignal victory, the Mogul 
emperor was indebted to himfelf , to the genius' 
of the moment , and the difcipline of thirty years. 
He had improved the tallies , without violating 
the manners , of his nation 4I , whofe force 
ftill confifted in |he. miffile weapons , and rapid 
evolutions , of a numerous cavalry. Frota a 
fingl^ troop to a gpeat army , the mod* of attack- 



Digitized by 



Google 



W THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, was the fame : a foremoft line firft advanced 
lxv. to the charge , and was fupported in a juft 
order by the fquadrons of the great vanguard. 
The 'general's eye watched over the field , and 
at his command the front and rear of the right 
and left wings fucceffively moved forwards 
in their feveral divifions , and in a diredl or 
oblique line : the enemy was preffed by eigh- 
teen or twenty attacks ; £nd each attack afforded 
a chance of victory. If they all proved fruitlefs 
or unfuccefsful , the occafion was worthy of 
the emperor himfelf, who gave the fignal of 
advancing to the ftandard and main body, which 
he led in perfon 4 \ But in the battle of Angora y 
the main body itfelf was fupported , on the 
flanks and in the rear, by the braveft fquadrons 
of the referve , commanded by the fons and 
grandfons of Timour. The conqueror of Hin- 
doftan oftentatioufly ihewed a line of elephants , 
the trophies , rather than the inftruments , of 
vidlory : the ufe of the Greek fire was familiar 
to the Moguls and Ottomans : but had they 
borrowed from Europe the recent invention of 
gunpowder and cannon , the artificial thunder , 
in the hands of either nation, muft have turned 
the fortune of the day 4 \ In that day, Bajazet 
difplayed the qualities of a foldier and a chief: 
but his genius funk under a ftronger afcendant ; 
and from various motives, 'the gr.eateft part of 
bis troops failed him in the decifive moment. 
His rigour and avarice had provoked a mutiny ' 
amQng the Turks; and even his fon. Soluoao too 

haftly 
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ha/lily withdrew from the field. The forces of c h a p. 
Anatolia, loyal in their revolt, were drawn away ixv. 
to the banners of their lawful princes. His 
Tartar allies had been tempted by the letters 
and emiflaries of Tiiiiour 44 ; who reproached 
their ignoble fervitude under the Haves' of thetf 
fathers; and offered to their hopes the dominion 
of their new, or the liberty of their ancient f 
country. In the right wihg of Bajazet, the cuirafc 
fiers of Europe charged, with faithful hearts and 
irrefiftible arms ; but thefe nien of iron were 
foon broken by an artful flight and headlong 
purfuit : and the Janizaries , alone , without 
cavalry or miffile weapons , were encdmpafTed by 
the circle of the Mogul hunters. Their valour 
Was at length oppreffed by heat, thirft, and the 
weight of numbers ; and the ' unfortunate fultan. 
afflided with the gout in his hands and feet, 
was tranfported from the field on the fleeteft of 
his horfes. He was purfued and taken by the 
titular khan of Zagatai ; and, after his capture, 
and the defeat of the Ottoman powers , the 
kingdom of Anatolia fubmitted to the conqueror, 
who planted his ftandard at Kiotahia, and difperf- 
ed on all fides the minifters of rapine and de- 
finition. Mirza Mehemmed Sultan, the eldeft Defeat amt 
and beft beloved of his grandfoas, was difpatched ca P liv "y »* 
to Burfa with thirty thoufand horfe t and fuch Ba,azet 
was his youthful ardour, that he arrived with 
only four thoufand at the gates of the capital, 
after performing, in five days a march of two 
hundred and thirty mile* Yet fear is ftill more 
Vol. XL T 
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chap, rapid in its courfe : and Soliman , the fon of 
ixv* Bajazet, had already paffed over to Europe -with 
the royal treafurc. The fpoii, however, of the 
•" palace and city was immenfe: the inhabitants had 
• efcaped ; but the buildings , for the raoft part of 
wood , were reduced to afhes. From Burfa, 
the grandfon of Timour advanced to Nice, even 
yet a fair and flourifliing city ; and the Mogul 
fquadrons were only flopped by the waves of 
the Propontis. The fame fuccefs attended the 
other mirzas and emirs in their excurfions : and 
Smyrna, defended by the zeal and courage of 
the Rhodian knights, alone deferved the prefence 
of the emperor himfelf. After an obftinate 
defence , the place was taken by ftorm ; all that 
breathed was put to the fword; and the heads 
of the Chriftian heroes were launched from the 
engines , on board of two carracks , or great 
ftrips of Europe , that rode at anchor in the - 
harbour. The Modems of Afia rejoiced in their 
deliverance from a dangerous and domeftic foe , 
and a parallel was drawn between the two 
rivals, by obferving that Timour, in fourteen 
days, had reduced a fortrefs which had fiiftained 
feven years the fiege , or at leaft the blockade , 
of Bajazet 4 V 
The ftoryaf The iron cape in which Bajazet was imprifoned 
his iron cage ^y T arne rlane , fo long and fo bften repeated as 
a moral leffon, is now rejected as a fable by the 
modern writers, who fmile at the vulgar credu- 
lity 4 *. They appeal with confidence to the Per- 
fian hiftory of Sherefeddin Ali, which has been 
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given to our curiofity in a French verfion , and • c ti a #• 

from which I fhall colled and abridge a more LXv« 

fpecious narrative of this memorable tfarifaftion. 

No fooner was Timour informed that the captivtf proved ty 

Ottoman was at the door of his tent, than he?' ? . tx **\ 

gracioully itept forwards to receive him, feated ximour> 

him by his fide , and mingled with juft reproaches 

a foothing pity for his rank and misfortune;. 

a Alas!" faid the emperor, c < the decree of fate 

c< is now accomplished by your own fault: it iV 

w the web which yoli have woven, the thorns 

4C of the tree which yourfelf have planted. I 

* wiflhed to fpare, and even to affift, the cham- 

* pion of the Moflems : you braved our threats i 
c< you defpifed our friendfhip ; you forced us to 
c i enter your kingdom with our invincible armies. 
K Behold the event. Had you vanquished , I ant 

* not ignorant of the fate which you referved 

a for myfelf and my troops. But I difdain to> • 
tt retaliate: your life and honour are fecure; and 
a I (ball exprefs my gratitude to God by my 
u clemency to man." The royal captive (hewed 
fome figns of repentance, accepted the humilia- 
tion of a robe of honour, and embraced with 
tears his fon Moufa, who, at his requeft, w'a* 
fought and found among the captives of the field. 
The Ottoman princes were lodged in a fplendid 
pavilion; and the refped of the guards coul<fc 
be furpaffed only by their vigilance. On thq 
arrival of the haram from Burfa, Timoqr re-- 
ftored the queen Defpina and her daughter, to* 
their father and hufbaad * but he pioufly required^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



a?6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

e h a P. that the Servian princefs , who had hitherto beetl 
1XV. ' indulged in the profeffion of Chriftianity, fhould 
embrace without delay the religion of the pro- 
* phet. In the feaft of vidtory, to which Bajazet 
was invited , the Mogul emperor placed a crown 
on his head and a fceptre in his hand, with a 
folemn aflurance of reftoring him with an increafe 
of glory to the throne of his anceftors. But the 
effedt of this promife was difappointed by the 
foltans untimely death: amidft the care of the 
mod flulful phyficians, he expired of an apo- 
plexy at Akflhehr, the Antioch of Pifidia, about 
nine months after his defeat The vidor dropped 
a tear over his grave ; his body , with royal 
pomp , was conveyed to the maufoleum which 
he had ere&ed at Burfa ; and his fon Moufa , 
after receiving a rich prefent of gold and jewels, 
of botfes and arms , was inverted by a patent in 
red ink with the kingdom of Anatolia. 

Such is the portrait of a generous conqueror, 
which has been extra&ed from his own memo* 
rials , and dedicated to his fon and grandfon , 
nineteen years after his deceafe 47 ; and, at a time 
when the truth was remembefed by thoufands, 
4 a manifeft falfehood would have implied a fatire 
on his real condudl. Weighty indeed is this evi- 
dence, adopted by all the Perfian hiftories * p ; yet 
flattery, more efpecially in the Eaft, is bafe and 
audaciops; and the harfh and ignominious treat* 
ment of Bajazet is attefted by a chain of witneffes, 
fopie of whom, fhall be produced in the order 

■i.iiy the pf their time and country, r. The reader has not 

trench j 
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forgot the garrifon of French , whom the marfhal chap. 
Boucicault left behind him for the defence of LXV * 
Conftantinople. They were on the fpot to re- 
ceive the earlieft and moft faithful intelligence of 
the overthrow of their great; adverfary ; and it is 
more than probable , that fome of them accom- 
panied the Greek embaffy to the camp of Tamer- 
lane. From .their account, the hardships of the 
prifon and death of Bajazet are affirmed by the 
jnarlhal's fervant and hiftorian, within the diftance 
of feven years 4f . 3. The name of Poggius the a. by t*« 
Italian $ ° is defervedly famous among the revivers Italuns 5 
of learning in the fifteenth century. His elegant 
dialogue on the viciflitudes of fortune 5I was 
compofed in his fiftieth year, twenty-eight years 
after the Turkilh vi&ory of Tamerlane ,a ; whom 
he celebrates as not inferior to the illuftrious Bar- 
barians of antiquity. Of his exploits and difci- 
pline Poggius was informed by feveral ocular 
witneffes ; nor does he forget an example fo ap- 
pofite to his. theme as the Ottoman monarch , 
whom the Scythian confined like a wild beaft in 
an iron cage, and exhibited a fpe&acle to Alia, 
I might add the authority of two Italian chroni- 
cles, perhaps of an earlier date, which would 
prove at leaft that the fame ftory, whether falfe 
or true, was imported into Europe with the 
firft tidings of the revolution ". 3. At the time 3. byti** 
when Poggius flourished at Rome, Ahmed Ebn Ar * bs * 
Arabfhah compofed at Damafcus the florid and 
malevolent hiftory of Timour, for which he had 
Cplledled materials in his jpurtties over Turkey 
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C 9 4 p. a nd Tartary '*. - Without any poflible correfpond- 
£SV* encc between (the Latin and the Arabian writer, 
they agree in the fad of. the iron cage ; and their 
agreement is a ftriking proof of their common 
veracity. Ahmed Arabfhah likewife^relates « an- 
other outrage, which Bajazet endured, of a 
rnore domeftic and tender nature. His indifcreet 
ynention of women and .divorces was deeply re- 
lented by the jealous Tartar: in the feaft of vic- 
tory , the wine was ferved by female cupbearers, 
and the fultan beheld his own concubines and 
wives confounded among the flaves , and expofed 
without a veil to the eyes of intemperance. To 
cfcape a fimilar indignity, it is faid, that his fuc* 
ceflbrs, except, in a fingle inftaxice, have abftain-* 
ed from legitimate nuptials; and the Ottoman 
pradlice and belief, at leaft in the fixteenth cen- 
tury, is attefted by the obferving Bufbequius ", 
ambaffador from the court of Vienna to the great 
4. by the Soliman. 4, Such is the reparation of language , 
Cmfcs; t j iat t j ie tc ftj mon y f a Greek is not lefs imlepend- 
, ent than that of a Latin or an Arab. I fup- 

prefs the names of Chalcondyles and Ducas, who 
flouriihed in a later period, and who fpeak in a 
Jefs pofitive tone; but more attention is due tQ 
George PJiranza ", protoveftiare of the laft em- 
perors, and who was born a year before the 
battle of Angora. Twenty -two years after that 
event, he was fent ambaffador to Amurath the 
fecond; and the hiftorian might converfe with 
fome veteran Janizaries , who had been made pri» 
Jbners with the fultan, and had themielves feeu 
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him in his iron cage. 5. The laft evidence, in chap. 
every fenfe, is that of the Turkifh annals, which lxV. 
have been confulted or transcribed by Leuncla- *• by thc 
vius, Pocock, and Cantemir 57 : They unani- 
moufly deplore the captivity of the iron cage; 
and fome credit may be allowed to national 
hiftorians , who cannot ftigmatize the Tartar 
without uncovering the ftiarrie of their king and 
country. 

.From thefe oppofite premifes, a fair and mo- Probable 
derate conclufion may be deduced. I am fatisfied conclufio1i ' 
that Sherefeddin Ali has faithfully defcribed the 
firft oftentatious interview, in which the con- 
queror, whofe fpirits were harmonifed by faccels, 
affe&ed the chara&er of generofity. But his mind 
was infenfibly alienated by the unfeaionable ar- 
rogance of Bajazet; the complaint* of his ene- 
mies, the Anatolian princes, were juft and vehe- 
ment; and Timour betrayed a defign of leading 
his royal captive in triumph to Samarcand. An 
attempt to facilitate his efcape , by digging a 
mine under the tent , provoked the Mogul em- 
peror to impofe a fcarfher reflxaint ; and in his 
perpetual marches, an iron cage on a waggon 
might be invented, not as a wanton infult, but 
as a rigorous precaution. Timour had read in 
fome fabulous hiftory a fimilar treatment of one 
of his predeceffors , a king of Perfia ; and Bajazet 
was condemned to reprefent the peribn, and ex- 
piate the guilt, of the Roman Ceefar *\ But the Death of 
ftrength of his mind and body fainted under the J 8 *"^ 
trial, and his premature death might, without March * 
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c H 1 P. injuftice , be afcribed to the feverity of Timour, 

«▼• He warred not with the dead ; a tear and a fc- 

. pulchre were all that he could beftow on a cap* 

tive who was delivered from his power ; and if 

.Moufa, the fon of Bajazet, was permitted tQ 

reign over the ruins of Bqrfa , the greateft part A 

of the province of Anatolia had been reftored by 

the conqueror to their lawful fovereigns. 

Term of the From the Irtifh an4 Volga to the Perfian 

^mw ' ° f Gulf • and from the Gan S es to Damafcus and the 
A. ». 1405. Archipelago , Afia was in the hand of Timour ; 
his armies were invincible , his ambition wag 
boundlefs , and his zeal might afpire to conquer 
and convert the Chriftian kingdoms of the Weft, 
which already trembled at his name. He touched 
the utmoft verge of the land ; but an infpperable, 
though nanow , fea rolled between the two con* 
tinents of Euiope and Afia y - ; and the lord of 
fo tpany tomans, or myriads , of horfe , was not 
rriafter of a fingle galley. The two paffages of 
the Bofphorus and Hettefpont , of Conftantinople 
and Gallipoji, were poffeffed, the one by the 
Chriftians , the other by the Turks. On this 
great occafion , they forgot the difference of re* 
Jigion to ad with union and firmt\efs in the com? 
won caufe : the double ftreights were ^guarded 
with fhips and fortifications ; and they feparately 
withheld the tranfports, which Timour demanded 
of s either nation, under this pretence of attacking 
their enemy, At the fame time, they fpothed 
his pride with tributary gifts and fuppliant era- 
baffie*, £fld prudently tempted Wm tP retreat 
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with the honours of vi&ory. Solimrin , the fon chap. 
of Bajazet, implored his clemency for his father ixv, 
and himfelf; accepted, by a red patent, the in- 
veftiture of the kingdom of Romania, which 
he already held by the fword ; and reiterated his 
ardent wilh , of ceding himfelf in perfon at the 
feet of the king of the world.* The Greek em- 
peror'* (either John or Manuel) fubmitted to 
pay the fame tribute which he had ftipulate4 
with the Turkifh fultan , and ratified the treaty 
by an oath of allegiance , from which he could 
abfolve his conference fo foon as the Mogul arms 
had retired from Anatolia. But the fears and 
fancy of nations afcribed to the ambitious Tamer- 
Jane a new defign of vaft and romantic compafs ; 
a defign of fubduing Egypt and Africa , marching 
from the Nile to the Atlantic Ocean , entering 
Europe by the Streights of Gibraltar, and , after 
impofing his yoke on the kingdoms of Chrifteij- 
dom, of returning home by the deferts of Ruffia 
and Tartary. This remote, and perhaps imagi- 
nary, danger was averted by the fubmiflion of 
the fultan of Egypt : the honours of the prayer 
and the coin , attefted at Cairo the fupremacy of 
Timour; and a rare gift of a giraffe , or camelo- 
pard, and nine oftriches, represented at Samarcand 
the tribute of the African world. Our imagina- 
tion is not lefs aftonilhed by the portrait of a 
Mogul , who , in his camp before Smyrna , me- 
ditates and almoft accomplices the invafion of 
the Chinele empire *\ Timour was urged to 
#US epterprife by national honour and rejigipwu 
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chap. zeal. The torrents which he had fhed of Mu- 
ixv.i fulman blood could be expiated only by an equal 
deftrudtion of the infidels ; and as he now flood 
at the gates of paradife, he might beft fecure 
his glorious entrance by deraolifliing the idols 
of China , founding mofchs in every city , and 
cftablifhing the profeflion of faith in one God, 
and his prophet Mahomet. The recent expulfion 
of the houfe of Zingis was an infult on the 
IVlogul name ; and the diforders of the empire 
.afforded the fair eft opportunity for revenge. The 
^lluftrious Hongvou , founder of the dynafty of 
Mmg y died four years before the battle of Angora; 
and his grandfon , a weak and unfortunate youth, 
was burnt in his palace , after a million of Chinefc 
had perifhed in the civil war ". Before he 
evacuated Anatolia , Timour difpatched beyond 
the Sihoon a numerous army, or rather colony, 
of his old and new fubjedls , to open the road f 
to fubdue the Pagan Calmucks and Mungals^ 
and to found cities and magazines in the defert; 
and, by the diligence of his lieutenant, he foon 
received a perfed; map and description of the 
unknown regions, from the fource of the Irtifli 
to the wall of China. During thefe preparations, 
the emperor atchieved the final conqueft of Geor- 
gia; pafled the winter on the banks of the Araxes; 
appeafed the troubles of Perfia ; and flowly re- 
turned to his capital , after a campaign of four 
years and nine months. • 

His triumph On the throne of Samarcand" , he difplayed 
at samar- ^ a jjjort re p f e &$ magnificence and power ; 
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liftened to the complaints of the people ; diftribut- chap. 
ed a juft meafure of rewards and punifliments ; . J^ xv# 

. . * A. D. 1404, 

employed his riches in the architedure of palaces j u i y 

and temples ; and gave audience to the ambaf- A - D T40<{ » 
fadors of Egypt, Arabia, India, Tartary, Ruflia, anuary 
and Spain, the laft of whom prefented a fuit of 
tapeftry which eclipfed the pencil of the Oriental 
artifts. The marriage of fix of the emperor's 
grandfons was efteemed an a<fl of religion , as 
well as of paternal tendernefs; and the pomp of 
the ancient caliphs was revived in their nuptials. 
They were celebrated in the gardens of Canighul, 
decorated with innumerable tents and pavilions 9 
which difplayed the luxury of a great city and 
the fpoils of a victorious camp. Whole forefts 
were cut down to fupply fuel for the kitchens ; 
the plain was fpread with pyramids of meat , and 
vafes of every liquor , to .which thoufands of 
guefts were courteoufly invited : the orders of 
the ftate, and the nations of the earth, were 
marfhalled at the royal banquet ; nor were the 
ambafladors of Europe (fays the haughty Perfian) 
excluded from the feaft; fince even the cajfn , 
thefmalleft of fifh, find their place in the ocean '\ 
The public joy was teftified by illuminations and 
mafquerades ; the trades of Samarcand paffed iij 
review; and every trade was emulous to execute 
fome quaint device , fome marvellous pageant , 
with the materials of their peculiar art. After 
the marriage-contrads had been ratified by the 
cadhis , the bridegrooms and their brides retired 
to tire nuptial chambers \ nine times , according 
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chap, to the Afn.tic fafhion , they were dreffed and 
liXVt undreffed ; and at each change of apparel , pearls 
and rubies were fhowered on their heads, and 
contemptuoufly abandoned to their attendants* 
A general indulgence was proclaimed : every law 
was relaxed, every pleafure was allowed; the 
people was free , the fovereign was idle ; and 
the hiftorian of Timour may remark , that , after 
devoting fifty years to the attainment of empire, 
the only happy period of his life were the two 
months in which he ceafed to exercife his power. 
But he was foon awakened to the cares of govern* 
ment and war. The ftandard was unfurled for 
the invafion of China: the emirs made their report 
fc>f two hundred thoufand, the felecl and veteran 
foldiers of IraA and Touran : their baggage and 
provifions were tranfported by five hundred great 
waggons, and an immertfe train of horfes and 
camels ; and the troops might prepare for a long 
abfence, fince more than fix months were employed 
in the tranquil journey of a caravan from Samar- 
cand to Pekjn. Neither age, nor the fe verity of the 
winter, could retard the impatience of Timour; he 
mounted on horfeback , parted the Sihoon on the 
ice, marched feventy-fix parafangs, three hundred 
miles, from hi& capital, and pitched his laftcamp 
in the neighbourhood of Otrar, where he was 
expected by the angel of death. Fatigue, and 
Hi$ death on the igdifcreet ufe of iced Water, accelerated the 
the road to p r0 or re fs of his fever ; and the conqueror of Afia 

China , r ? . \ ~1. 

a. d. i4pf, expired m the Jeventieth year of his age , thirty. 

Aftil i. 
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five years lifter he had afcended the throne of chap* 
Zagatai. His defigns were loft; his armies were LXV# 
diflbanded ; China was faved ; and fourteen years 
after his deceafe, the moft powerful of his children 
fent an embaffy of friendlhip and commerce to 
the court of Pekin". 

The fame of Timour has pervaded the Eaft Character 
and Weft; his pofterity is ftill inverted with the x^™^* ° 
Imperial title ; and the admiration of his fubjefts, 
who revered him almoft as a deity , may be juf- 
tified in fome degree by the praife or confeffion 
of his bittereft enemies ". Although he was , 
tepie of an hand and foot , his form and ftature 
were not unworthy of his rank ; and his vigorous 
health, fo effential to himfelf and to the world, 
was corroborated by temperance and exercife. 
In his familiar difcourfe he was grave andmodeft, 
and if he was ignorant of the Arabic language , 
he fpoke with fluency and elegance the Perfian 
and Turkifh idioms. It was his delight to con-> 
ver£e with the learned on topics of hiftory and 
fcience ; and the amufement of his leifure hours 
was the game of chefs , which he improved or 
corrupted with new refinements' 7 . In his religion, 
he was a zealous , though not perhaps an or- 
thodox, Mufulmar*' 8 ; but his found underftand- 
ing may fempt us to believe, that a fuperftitious 
reverence for omens and prophecies , for faints 
and aftrologers, was only afFe&ed as an inftrument 
of policy. In the government of a vaft empire , 
he flood alone and abfolute , without a rebel to 
oppofe his power , a favourite to feduce his 
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CHAr. affe&ions , or 2 minifter to miflead his judgment. 
lxv. It was his firmeft maxim, that whatever might 
be v the confequence , the word of the prince 
fhould never be difputed or recalled ; but his foes 
have malicioufly obferved , that the commands 
of anger and deftru&ion were more ftridlly exe- 
cuted than thofe of beneficence and favour. His 
fons and grandfons , of whom Timour left fix- 
and-thirty at his deceafe , were his firft and moft 
fubmiffive fubjects ; and whenever they deviated 
from their duty , they were correfted , according 
to tire laws of Zingis, with the baftonade, and 
afterwards reftored to honour and command. Per- 
haps his heart was not devoid of the focial 
virtues; perhaps he wa£ not incapable of loving 
his friends and pardoning his enemies ; but the 
rules of morality are founded on the public in- 
tereft; and it may be fufficient to applaud the 
wifdom of a monarch , for the liberality by which 
he is not impoverilhed , and for the juftice by 
which he is ftrengthened and enriched. To 
maintain the harmony pf authority and obedience, 
to chaftife the proud r to proted the weak , to 
reward the.deferving, to banifli vice and idlenefs 
from his dominions, to fecure the traveller and 
merchant, to reftrain the depredations of the 
foldier, tocherifh the labours of the hu/bandman, 
to encourage induftry and learning, and, by an 
equal and moderate affeffment, to increafe the 
revenue, without increafing the taxes, are indeed 
the duties of a prince; but, in the difcharge of 
tbefe duties, he finds an ample aad immediate 
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-recompence. Timour might boaft , that at his cha?. 
acceffion to the throne, Afia was the prey of lxv. 
anarchy and rapine, whilft under his profperous 
monarchy a child , fearlefs and unhurt, might 
carry a purfe of gold from the Eaft to the Weft. 
Such was his confidence of merit, that from this 
reformation he derived an excufe for his vi&ories, . 
and a title to univerfal dominion. The fout 
following obfervations will ferve to appreciate 
his claim to the public gratitude; and perhaps 
we (hall conclude, that the Mogiil emperor was 
rather the fcourge than the benefactor of mankind. 
1. If fome partial diforders, fome local oppret 
fions, were healed by the fword of Timour, the / 

remedy was far more pernicious than the difeafe. 
By their rapine, cruelty, and difcord , the petty 
tyrants of Perfia might afflidl their fabjeds ; bufc 
whole nations were crufhed under the footfteps 
of the reformer. The ground which bad been 
occupied by flourilhing cities, was often marked 
by his abominable trophies , by columns , or 
pyramids , of human heads. Aftracan , Carizme, 
Delhi , Ifpahan , Bagdad , Aleppo , Damafcus , 
Burfa , Smyrna, and a thoufand others, were 
facked, or burnt, or utterly deftroyed, in his 
prefence , and by his troops ; and perhaps his 
conscience would have been ftartled , if a prieft 
or philofopher had dared to number the millions 
of vi&ims whop) he had Sacrificed to the eftablifh- 
ment of peace and order # \ 2. His moft deftruc* 
tive wars were rather inroads than conquefts. He 
invaded Turkeftan, Kipzak , Rtiffia, Hiadoftan, 
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chap. Syria y Anatolia j Armenia, and Georgia, without 
ixV. a hope or a defire of preserving thofe diftant 
provinces. From thence he depatted, laden with 
fpoil ; but he left behind him neither troops to 
awe the contumacious , nor magiftJrates to protedb 
the obedient, natives. When he had broken the 
fabric of their ancient government, he abandoned 
them to the evils which his inVafion had aggra- 
vated or caufed ; nor Were thefe evils compenfated 
by any prefent or poflfiblc benefits. 3. The king- 
doms of Txanfoxiafta and Perfia were the proper 
field which he laboured to cultivate and adorn * 
as the perpetual inheritance of his family. But his 
peaceful labours were often interrupted , and 
Sometimes blafted,by the abfence of the conqueror* 
While he triumphed oil the Volga or the Ganges* 
his fervants , and even his fons , forgot theif 
inafter and their duty. . The public and private 
injuries were poorly redrefled by the tardy rigour 
of enquiry and puniihmerit; and we muft be 
content to praife the Inftitutions of Timour , as 
• the fpecious idea of a perfedl monarchy. 4. What- 
soever might be the bleffings of his adminiftration, 
they evaporated with his life* To reign, rather 
than to govern * was the ambition of his children 
and grandchijdren *° ; the enemies of each other 
and of the people. A fragment of the empire 
was upheld .with fome glory by Sharokh his 
youngeft fon ; but after his deceafe , the fcene 
was again involved in darknefs and blood; and 
before the end of a century , Tranfoxiana and 
Pcrfi* were trampled by the Uzbeks from the 

north 1 
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north, and the Turkmans of the black and white chap. 
iheep. The race of Timour would have been lxv. 
extindt, if an hero, his defcendant in the fifth 
degree , had not fled Jbefore the Uzbek arms to 
the conqueft of Hindoftan. His fucceflbrs (the 
great Moguls 7l ) extended their fway from the 
mountains of Caflimir to Cape Comorin, and 
from Candahar to the gulf of Bengal. Since the 
reign of Aurungzebe , their empire has been 
diffolved ; their treafures of Delhf have been rifled 
by a Perfian robber; and the richeft of their 
kingdoms is now poffeCfed by a company of 
Chriftian merchants , of a remote ifland in the 
Northern ocean. 

Far different was the fate of the Ottoman c ^?t wars of 
monarchy. The maffy trunk was bent to the the font of 
ground , but no fooner did the hurricane pafs Baja * et p 
away, that it again rofe with frefh vigour and 1403— ^4« # 
more lively vegetation. When Timour, in every 
fenfe, had evacuated Anatolia , he left the cities 
without a, palace , a treafure, or a king. The 
open country was overfpread with hords > of 
ihepherds and robbers of Tartar or Turkman 
origin ; the recent conquefts of Bajazet were 
reftored to the emirs , one of whom , in bafe 
revenge , demolished his fepulchre ; and his five 
fons were eager , by . civil difcord , to confume , 
the remnant of their patrimony. I fhall enu* 
merate their names in the order of their age and 
a&ions 7 \ 1. It is doubtful, whether I relate tt Maftapiu* 
the ftory of the true Muftapha, or of an impoftor, 
who perforated that loft prince. He fought by 
Vol. XL V 
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chap, his father's * fide in the battle of Angora : but 
lxv. when the captive fultan was permitted to enquire 
for his children ,. Moufa alone could be found ; 
and the Turkifli hiftorians , the flaves of the 
triumphant fadlion, arc perfuaded that his brother 
was confounded among the flain. If Muftapha 
efcaped from that difaftrous field , he was con- 
cealed twelve years from his friends and enemies ; 
till he emerged in Theffaly, and was hailed by 
a numerous party, as the fon and fucceffor of 
Bajazet. His firft defeat would have been his 
laft, had not the true, or falfe, Muftapha been 
faved by the Greeks, and reftored, after, the 
dcceafe of his brother Mahomet , to liberty and. 
empire. A degenerate mind feemed to argue his 
fpurious birth; and if, on the thrdne of Adrian- 
ople , he was adored as the Ottoman fultan ;. 
his flight, his fetters, and an ignominious gibbet, 
delivered the impoftor to popular contempt. A 
fimilar charafter and claim was afferted by feveral 
rival pretenders ; thirty perfons are faid to have 
fuffered under the name of Muftapha ; and thefe 
freqticnt executions may perhaps infinuate, that 
the Turkifli court was not perfedly fecure of the 
s. i&; ^ death of the lawful prince. 2. After his father's 
captivity , Ifa 7J reigned for fome time in the 
neighbourhood of Angora , Sinope , and the 
Black Sea ; and his ambaffadors were difmiffed 
from the prefence of Timour with fair promifes 
and honourable gifts. But their mafter was foon 
deprived of his province and life, by a jealous 
brother, the fovereigu of Amafiaj and the final 
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event fuggefted. a pious allufron * that the law of c it a p« 

Mofes and Jefus-, of Ifa and Moufa, had been . lxv. 

abrogated by the greater Mahomet. 3. Soliman is 3, Soliman • 

not numbered in thxs lift of the Turkifh emperors : A D * 

* 1403— — 14101 

yet he checked the vidorious prbgrefs of the 
Moguls; and after their departure , united for a 
while the thrones of Adrianople and Burfa. In 
•war he was braVe, a&ive, and fortunate: his 
courage was foftened by clemency ; but it was 
likewife inflamed by prefumption , and corrupted 
by intemperance and idlcnefs* He relaxed the 
, nerves' of difcipline , in a government where 
either the fubjed or the fovereign muft continually ■ 

tremble : his vices alienated the chkfs of the army 
and the law ; and his daily drunkennefs * fo 
contemptible in a prince and a man, was doubly 
odious in a difciple of the prophet* In the 
flumber of intoxication , he was furprifed by his 
brother IVloufa; and as he fled (torn Adrianople 
towards the Byzantine capital , Soliman was 
overtaken and (lain in a bath , after a feign of 
feven years and ten months. 4. The inveftiture4, Mount, 
of Moufa degraded him as the flave of the *?D-i4i«# 
Moguls : his tributary kingdom of Anatolia was 
confined within a narrow limit, nor could his 
broken militia and empty treafury contend with 
the hardy and veteran bands of the fovereign of 
.Romania. Moufa fled in difguife from the palace 
of Burfa , traverfed the Propontis in an open 
.boat; wandered over the" Walachian and Servian 
hills ; and after fome vain attempts , afcended 
the throne of Adrianople , fo recently ftained- 

. v 2 
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chap, with the blood of Sollman. In a reign of three 
lxv. years and , an half , his troops were vidlorious 
againft the Chriftians of Hungary and the Morea ; 
but Moufa was ruined by his timorous difpofition 
and unfeafonable clemency. After refigning the 
fovereignty of Anatolia, he fell a vi&im to the 
perfidy of his minifters , and the fuperior afcend- 
5, Maho- ant of his brother Mahomet. 5. The final 
vidory of Mahomet was the juft recompencc of 
his prudence and moder3tion. Before his father's 
captivity , the royal youth had been entrufted 
with . the government of Amafia , thirty days 
journey from Conftantinople , and the Turkifh 
frontier againft the Chriftians of Trebizond and 
Georgia. The caftle , in Afiatic warfare , wa$ 
efteemed impregnable ; and the city of Amafia 7+ , 
which is equally divided by the river Iris, rifes 
on either fide in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and reprefents on a fmaller fcale the image of 
Bagdad. In his rapid career, Tim our appears to 
have overlooked this obfeure and contumacious 
angle of Anatolia ; and Mahomet , without pro- 
voking the conqueror, maintained his filent in- 
dependence, and chafed from the province the 
laft ftragglers of the Tartar hoft. He relieved 
himfelf from the dangerous neighbourhood of 
Ifa ; but in the contefts of their more powerful 
brethren , his firm neutrality was refpe&ed ; till, 
after the triumph of Moufa, he ftood forth the 
heir and avenger of the unfortunate Solimao. 
Mahomet obtained Anatolia by treaty and Ro- 
mania by arms ; and |the foldier who prefented 
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him with the head of Moufa was rewarded as chap. 
the benefactor of his king and country. The lxt. 
eight years of his fole and peaceful reign were 
ufefully employed in banifhing the vices of civil 
difcord, and reftoring on a firmer bafis the fabric 
of the Ottoman monarchy. His laft care "was the 
Choice of two vizirs, Bajazet and Ibrahim 7, » Re! of 
who might guide the youth of his fon Amurath ; Amurath n. 
and fuch was their union and prudenpe , that they A- n - 
concealed above forty days the emperor's death; February 9. * 
till the arrival of his fucceffor in the palace of 
Burfa. A new war was kindled in Europe by 
the prince, or impoftor, Muftapha; the firft vizir 
loft his army and his head; but the more fortu- 
nate Ibrahim , whofe name and family are ftill 
^revered, extinguiflied the laft pretender to the 
throne of Bajazet, and clofed the fcene of do* 
taeftic hoftility. . .. 

In thefe conflids, the wifeft Turks , and w^^^SSJi 
the body of the nation, were ftrongly attached empire, 
to the unity of the empire ; and Romania and A - D - I * 1I; 
Anatolia., fo often torn afunder by private am- 
bition , were animated by a ftrpng and invincible 
tendency of cohefion. Their efforts might have 
inftruded the Chriftian powers ; and had they 
occupied with a confederate fleet, the ftreights 
of Gallipoli, the Ottomans, at leaft in Europe/ 
muft have been fpeedily annihilated. But the 
fchifm of the \^eft, and the factions and wars 
of France and England, diverted the Latins from 
this generous enterprife : they enjoyed the prcfent 
refpite , without a thought of futurity ; and were 

v 3 
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chap, often tempted by a momenteiyifltereft, to fervs 
^ xv * the common enemy of their retigiqn, . A colony 
of Genoefe 7 \ which had been. plained at Phocaea 7? > 
on the Ionian coaft, was enriched by the lucrar 
tive monopoly of alum 7 V; and their' tranquillity, 
under the Turkifh empire, was fecured' by the 
annual payment of tribute. In the. laft ;civil w4C 
of the Ottomans, the Genoefe governor, Adorno* 
a hold and -ambitious youth, remhfaped' the party 
of Amurath; and undertook with feVen flout 
gallies to tranfport him from Afia to Europe 
The fultan and five hundred guards embarked 
on board the admiral's fhip* which was nianned 
by eight hundred of $he braveft Franks, His lifa 
and liberty were in their hands; nor can we, 
without reludlance, applaud the fidelity of Adorno, 
who, in the midft of the paflage, knelt before 
him, and gratefully accepted a difcharge of his 
arrears of tribute. They lahdediri fight of Mut 
tapha and Gallipoli; two thoufand Italians, arm* 
ed with lances and battle-axes-, iattended Amurath 
y to the conqueft of Adrianoplci .and this venal 

fervice was foon repaid by. the ruin of the com* 
-merce and colony of-Phocaea. , 

State of the v If Timour hajd generoufly marched at the re- 

rireT Cm " *l uc ^ * anc * ta t * ie rc ^i °f tb* deek emperor, 
a. d. he might; be entitk4 to the pfaife and gratitude 

1405—142*. Q f t h e Chriftians, 79 . -But a Mufulman^ who car^ 
ried into Georgia the fword of persecution, and 
refpc&ed the. holy warfare ofBajazet , was not 
difpofed to pity or fuccour the idolaters of Eu- 
rope-'. The Tartar followed the impulfe of 
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driihition; and the deliverance of Coiiftantinople c h a p: 
was the accidental confequence. When Manuel ixv. 
abdicated the government , it was his prayer, 
rather than his hope, that the ruin of the church 
and ftate might be delayed beyond, his unhappy 
days; and after his return from a weftern pilgrim- 
age, he expeded every hour the news of the fad 
cataftrophe. On a fudden he was aftonilhed and 
rejoiced by the intelligence of the fretreat, thef 
overthrow , and the captivity of the Ottoman. 
Manuel ,0 immediately failed from Modon in th* 
Morea ; afcended the throne of Conflantinople ; 
and difmiffed his blind competitor to an eafy 
exile in the ifle of Lefbos. The ambaffadors of 
the fon of Bajazet were foon introduced to his 
prefence; but their pride was fallen, their tone 
was modeft; they were awed by the juft appre- 
henfion , left the Greeks fhould open to the 
Moguls the gates of Europe. Soliman faluted f 
the emperor by the name of father; folicited at 
his hands the government or gift of Romania ;' 
and promifed to deferve his favour by inviolable 
friendlhip , and the . reftitution of Theffalonica , 
with the moft important places along the Stry- 
mon , the Propontis, and the Black Sea. The 1 
alliance of Soliman expofed the emperor to the 
enmity and revenge of Moufa : the Turks ap-' 
peared.in arms before the gates of Conftantino- r 
pie; but they were repulfed by fea and land; 
and unlefe the city was guarded by fome foreiga* 
mercenaries-, the Greeks muft have wondered at 
their own triumph. But, ihftead of prolonging 

v 4 
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chap, the divifion of the Ottoman powers , the policy 
lxv. or paflion of Manuel was tempted to affift the 
raoft formidable of the fons of Bajazet He con* 
eluded a treaty with Mahomet, whofe progress 
was checked by the infuperable barrier of Galli- 
poli: the fultan and his troops were tranfported 
over the Bofphorus ; he was hofpitably enter- 
tained in the capital; and his fuccefsful fally was 
the firft flcp to the conqueft of Romania. The 
ruin was fufpended by the prudence and modera- 
tion of the conqueror: he faithfully difcharged 
his own obligations and thofe of Soliman, re* 
fpedted the laws of gratitude and peace ; and left 
the emperor guardian of his two younger fons, 
in the vain hope of laving them from the jealous 
cruelty of their brother Amurath. But the exe- 
cution of bis laft teftament would have offended 
the national honour and religion: and the divan 
unanimoufly pronounced, that the royal youths 
fhould never be abandoned to the cuftody and 
education of a Chriftian dog. On this refufal, 
the Byzantine councils were divided: but the 
age and caution of Manuel yielded to the pre* 
fumption of his fon John; and they unfheathed 
a dangerous weapon of revenge , by difmifling 
the true or falfe Muftapha, who had long been 
detained as a captive and hoftage , and for whofe 
maintenance they received an annual penfion of 
, three hundred thoufand afpers tx . At the door 
of his prifon , Muftapha fubferibed to every 
propofal ; and the keys of Gallipoli , or rather 
of Europe, yftrc .ftipulated as the price of his 
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deliverance. But no fooner was he feated on ithe chap* 
throne of Romania, than he difmiffed the Greek lxv. 
ambaHad ore with a fmile of contempt, declaring, 
in a pious tone , that , at the day of judgment, 
he would rather anfwer for the violation of an 
oath , than for the furrender of a Mufulman city • 
. into the hands of the infidels. The emperor was 
at once the enemy of the two rivals; from whom 
lie had fuftained , and to whom he had offered , 
an injury; and the victory of Amurath was fol- 
lowed , in the enfuing fpring , by the fiege of 
Conftantinople ". 

The religious merit of fubduing the city of the siegt of 
Oefars, attracted from Afia a crowd of volunteers, conftami- 
who afpired to the crown of martyrdom : their Am U C rat h n. 
military ardour was inflamed by the promife of a. d. 1422, 
rich fpoils.and beautiful females ; and the fultan's ^™^°^j7 
ambition was confecrated by the. prfefence and 
prediction of Seid Bechar, a descendant of the 
prophet ,f , who arrived in the camp , on a mule, 
with a venerable train of five hundred difciples. 
But he might, blufh, if a fanatic could Jblulh, 
at the failure of his aflurances. The ftrength of 
the walls refitted an army of two hundred thou* 
land Turks : their affaults were repelled by the 
Tallies of the Greeks and their foreign mercenaries ; 
the old refourees of defence were oppofed to the, 
new engines of attack; and the enthufiafm of the 
dervifl) , who was fnatched to heaven in vifionary, 
cpnverfe with Mahomet, was anfwered by the 
credulity of the Chriftians, who beheld the Virgin 
Mary, in a violet garment, walking on the rampart 
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c h a vs and animating their courage"* 4 . After a fiege of 
lxv. two months, Amurath was recalled to Burfa by 
a domeftic revolt, which had been kindled by- 
Greek treachery, and was foon extinguilhed by 
The emperor t h e d eat h of a guiltlefs brother. While he led 
jogusiL*" his Janizaries to new conquefts in Europe and 
a.d. i42<, Afia, the Byzantine empire wa^ indulged in a 
A. 0*1448 ^ rv ^ e an ^ precarious refpite of thirty years. 
October 31. Manuel funk into the grave ; and John Pateeologus 
was permitted to reign, for an annual tribute of 
three hundred thoufand afpers, and the dereli&ion 
of almoft all that he held beyond the fuburbs of 
Conftantinople. 
Hereditary In the eftablifhment and reftoration of the* 

luccefiion and Turkiftl empire, the firft merit muft doubtlefs be 

merit of the r r 

ottomans. affigned to the perfonal qualities of the fultans;' 
fince , in human life , the moft important fcenes 
-Will depend on the character of a fuigle a&or. 
By fome {hades of wifdom and virtue , they may 
be discriminated from each other; but, except in. 
' a fingle inftance , a period of nine reigns , and 

two hundred and fixty-five years, is occupied, 
from the elevation of Othman to the death of 
Soliman , by k Tare ferieS ' of warlike and active 
princes , who itnpreffed their fabjedls with obe- 
dience and their enemies with terror. Inftead of * 
the l flothfuT luxury of the feragiia, the heirs ot- 
rfcyalty were educated in the council and the 
field : from early youth they were entrufted by 
their fathers with the command of provinces and 
armies ; and this manly inftkution •, which was oft- 
en produ&ive of civil war f muft have effentiaHy 
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contributed to the discipline and vigour of the chap* 
monarchy. The Ottomans cannot ftyle them* lx\c 
felves , like the Arabian caliphs , the defcejidants 
or fucceffors of the apoftle of God ; jand the 
kindred which they claim with the Tartar khans 
of the houfe of Zingis, appears^) be founded 
in flattery rather than in truth "*♦ Their origin 
is obfeure ; but their facred and indefeafible right, 
which no time can crafe, Stud no vi&lence can inn 
fringe, was foon and unalterably implanted in the 
minds of their fubjefts. A weak or vicious 
fukan may be depofed and ftrangled ; but his 
inheritance devolves to an infant or an ideot: 
nor has the moft daring rebel prefumed to afcend 
the throne of his lawful fovereign ,# . While the 
tranfient dynafties of Afia have been continually 
fubyerted by a crafty vizir in the palace or a 
victorious general in the camp, the Ottoman 
fucceffion has been confirmed by the practice 
of five centuries , and i$ now incorporated withr 
the vital principle of the Turkifh nation. 

To the fpirit and icooftitution . of t^at nation ,. Education 
a ftrong and fingular influence may however be an . ddi ^ i- 
afcribed. The primitive fubje&s of Othman were Turks, 
the four hundred families of wandering Turkmans, 
who had followed his anceftors from the Oxusr 
to the Sangaf; and the plains of Anatolia arc 
ftill covered with the white and black tents of 
their ruftic brethren. But this original drop was 
diffolved in the mafe of voluntary and vanquiihfcd 
(ubje&s, who, under the name of Turks, arfc 
united by the common ties of religion, language* 
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chap, and manners. In the cities , from Erzeroum to 
*xv» Belgrade , that national appellation is common to 
all the Modems, the firft and raoft honourable 
inhabitants ; but they Ihaye abandoned , at leaft 
in Romania, the villages, and the cultivation of 
the land, to0he Chriftian peafants. In the 
Vigorous age of the Ottoman government , thq 
Turks were themfelves excluded from all civil 
and military honours; and a fervile clafs, an 
artificial people , was raifed by the difciplj ne of 
education to obey, to conquer, and to command* 7 . 
From the time of Orchan and the firft Amurath , 
the fultans were perfuaded that a government of 
the fword muft be renewed in each generation 
with new foldiers ; and *hat fuch foldiers muft 
be fought, not in effeminate Afia, but among the 
hardy and warlike natives of Europe. The pro- 
vinces of Thrace, Macedonia, Albania, Bulgaria, 
and Servia, became the perpetual feminary of 
the Turkifh army ; and when the^ royal fifth of 
the captives was diminifhed by con que ft, an in- 
human tax , of the fifth child # or of every fifth 
year, was rigoroufly levied on the Chriftian 
families. At the age of twelve or fourteen years, 
the moft robuft youths were torn from their 
parents ; their names were enrolled in a book ; 
and from that moment they were clothed, taught, 
and maintained, for the public fervice. According 
to the promife of their appearance , they were 
feleded for the royal fchools of Burfa, Pera, and 
Adrianople , entrufted to the care of the balhaws, 
or difperfed in the houfes of the Anatolian 
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peafantry. It was the firft care of their matters c H a t. 
to inftrud them in the Turkilh language : their lxv. 
bodies were exercifed by every labour that could 
fortify their ftrength ; they learned to wreftle, 
to leap , to run , to fhoot with the bow , and 
afterwards with the muflcet ; till they were drafted, 
into the chambers and companies of the Janizaries, 
and feverely trained in the military or monadic 
discipline of the order. The youths mod con- 
fpicuous for birth , talents , and beauty , were 
admitted into the inferior clafs of Agiamoglam 9 
or the more liberal* rank of Ichoglans, of whom 
the former were attached to the palace , and the 
latter to the perfon of the prince. In four fuc- 
ceffive fchools, under the rod of the white 
eunuchs , the arts of horfemanlhip and of darting 
the javelin were their daily exercife, while thofc / 

of a more ftudious call applied themfelves to the 
ftudy of the Koran, and the knowledge of the 
Arabic and Perfian tongues. As they advanced 
in feniority and merit , they were gradually dif- 
miffed to military , civil , and even ecclefiaftical ^ 
employments : the longer their ftay, the higher 
was their expectation ; till , at a mature period , 
they were admitted into the number of the forty 
agas, who ftood before the fultan , and were 
promoted by his choice to th^ government of 
provinces and the firft honours of the empire M . 
Such a mode of inftitution was admirably adapted * 
to the form and fpirit of a defpotic monarchy. 
The miniftcrs and generals were , in the ftrideft 
ienfe, the flavesofthe emperor, to \yliofe bounty 
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»hap, they were indebted for their* inftrudion and 
lxv* fupport. When they left the feraglio , and fuffer- 
ed their beards to grow as the fymbol of enfran-^ 
chifement > they found themfelvcs in an important- 
office, without fadion or friendfhip., without 
parents and without heirs , dependent on the 
band which had raifed them from the duft, and 
Which , on the flighteft clifpleafure , 'could break 
in pieces thefe ftatdes of glafs , as they are aptly 
termed by the Turkilh proverb ". In the flow 
and painful fteps of education , their characters 
and talents were unfolded to a difcerning eyes 
the man , naked and alone , was reduced to the 
•ftandard of his perfonal rrierit; arid* if the fover- 
«ign had wifdom to chufe, he pofTeffed a pure 
and botmdlefs liberty of choice. The Ottoman 
candidates were trained by the virtues of abfti- 
nence to thofe of adion ; by the habits of fub* 
million to thofe of command. A fimilar fpirit was 
diffufed among the troops; and thfeir filence and 
fobriety, their patience andmodefty, have ex- 
, 'torted the reludant praife of their. Chriftiaa ene- 
mies /\ Nor can the vidory appear doubtful, 
if we compare the difcipline and exercife of the 
Janizaries with the pride of birth , the independ- 
ence of. chivalry , the ignorance of the new 
levies, the mutinous temper of the veterans, and 
the vices of intemperance and diforder, which 
fo long contaminated the armies of Europe, 
invention The only hope of fal.vation for the Greek em- 

and ufe of m p{ rc an( j t jj e adj ace nt kingdoms , would have been 
fbme more powerful weapon, fome difco very in 



gunpowder. 
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the art of war % that fhould give them a decifive <j n /k l». 
Superiority over their Turkilh foes. Such a i,xv. 
•weapon was in their hands ; fuch a difcovery 
had been made in, the critical moment of their 
fate. The chymifts of China or Europe had 
found , by cafuai or elaborate experiments ,- that 
a mixture of faltpetre , fulphur, and charcoal, 
produces, with a fpark of fire, a tremendous 
explofion. It was foon obferved , that if 'the 
expanfive force were compreffed in a ftrong tube, 
a ball of ftone or iron might be expelled with 
irrefiftible and dfcftru&ive velocity. The precife 
«era of the invention and application of gun- 
powder 91 is involved in doubtful traditions and 
equivocal language; yet we may clearly difcern, 
that it was known before the middle of the four- 
teenth century; and that before the end of the 
fame , the ufe of artillery in battles and fieges t 
by fea and land, was familiar to the ftates of 
Gertpany, Italy, Spain, France, and England*** 
The priority of nations is of fm^ll account.; none 
could derive any exclu five benefit from their 
previous or fuperior knowledge ; and in the 
common improvement they ftood on the fame 
level of relative power and military fcience. Nor 
was it^poflible to circumfcribe the* fecret within 
the pale of the church ; it was difclofed to the 
Turks by the treachery of apoftates and the 
felfifh policy of rivals ; and the fultans had fenfe 
to adopt , and wealth to reward , the talents of 
a Chriftian engineer. The Genoefe , who trans- 
ported Amurath into Europe, muft be accufed 
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C H A T. as his preceptors ; and it was probably by their 
lxv* hands that his cannon was call and di reded at 
the fiege of Conftantinople f \ The firft attempt 
was indeed unfuccefsful ; but in the general war- 
fare of the age, the advantage was on their fide, 
who were mod commonly the affailants ; for a 
- while the proportion of the attack and defepce 
was fufpended ; and this thundering artillery was 
pointed againft the walls and towers which had 
been ere&ed only to refift the lefs potent engines 
of antiquity. By the Venetians , the ufe of 
gunpowder was communicated without reproach 
to the fultans of Egypt and Perfia, their allies 
againft the Ottoman power; the fecret was foon 
propagated to the extremities of Alia ; and the 
advantage of the European was confined to his 
eafy victories over the lavages of the new world. 
If we contraft the rapid progrefs of this mifchie* 
vous difcovery with the Rovt and laborious, 
advances of reafon , fcience , and the arts of 
prtice, a philofopher, according to his temper > 
will laugh or weep at the folly of mankind. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP; LXVt 



Apptitdtlorii df tht tafteril Erhpetors to the Popei; -** 
Vipts to the Weft, of John the Firfl ± Manuel, and 
John the Second^ PaUologus. — ,' Union of the Greet 
and Latin Churches promoted by the Council of Bafil^ 
and concluded at Ferrara and Florence; -x State of 
Literature at Coriflantinople. — Its Revival in Italy 
by the Greek Fugitives i -j* Cutiqfity attd Emulation 
of tht Latins* 

JIN the lour laft ceritiiries of ttic Cjfeek emperors* £ U A Pi 
their friendly or hoftile afpedt towards the pop* lxvi. 
and the Latins , may be obferved as the thermo- * rtba * y °*. 
meter of their profperity or diftrefs; as the fcale Andronious 
of the rife and fall of the Barbarian dynafties. t0 p°p b «* 
When the Turks of the hbufe of Seljiik pervad- £*•£, i33 ^ 
ed Afia" and threatened Conftantinople * we have 
feen at the council of Placentia, the fuppliant 
ambaffadors of Alexius, imploring the protedioil 
of the common father of the Chriftians. Ntf 
fooner had the arms of the French pilgrims re- 
moved the fultan from Nice to Iconiuhi , than the 
Greek princes refumed ^ or avowed, their genuine 
hatred arfd contempt for the fchifritatics 6f the 
Weft, which precipitated the fifft downfol of 
their empire. The date of the Mogul invafiori 
is marked in the foft and charitable language qjjf 
Vol. XL X 
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CHAP. 
LXVL 



The argu- 
merits for a 
crufaile and 
uniou. 



John Vataces. After the recovery of- Conftanti- 
nople, the throne of the firft Palaeologus was en- 
compafled by foreign and domeftic enemies: as 
long as the fword of Charles was fufpended over 
his head, he bafely courted the favour of the 
RomanfpontifF; and facrificed to the prefent dan- 
ger, his faith, his virtue, and the affe&ion of 
his fubjeds. On the deceafe of Michael , the 
prince and people afierted the independence of 
their church and the purity of their creed: the 
^Ider Andi;oriicus neither feared nor loved the 
Latins,; in. his lad diftrefs, pride was the fafeguard 
of fupcrftition, nor could he decently retraft in 
his age the firm and orthodox declarations of his 
youth. Hi f s grandfon, the younger Andronicus, 
was left a flave in his temper and fituation ; and 
the conqueft of Bithynia by the Turks, admo- 
nifhed him to feek a temporal and fpiritual alli- 
ance with the weftern princes. After a feparatioA 
aqd filence of fifty years, a fecret agent, the 
monk Barlaam , was difpatched to pope Benedict 
the twelfth ; and his artful inftru&ions appear to 
have been drliwn by the mafter-hand of the 
great domeftic*. "Mod toly father ," n was he 
commiflioned to fay , " the emperor is riot lefs 
" defirous than yourfelf of <fn union between the 
cc two churches : but in this delicate tranfadtion , 
cc he is obliged to refpedt his own dignity and 
w the prejudices of his fubjeds. The ways of 
<c union are two -fold; force, and perfuafion. Of 
cc force, the inefficacy has been already tried; 
" fince the Latins have fubducd the empire, 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 307 



/ 



<c without fnbduing the minds, of the Greeks, chap. 

cc The method of perfuafion , though flow , is lxvi. 

" fure and permanent A deputation of thirty ox 

cc forty of our dolors would probably agree 

" with thofe of the Vatican, in the love of trutji 

<c and the unity of belief: but on their return,, 

cc what would be theufe, the recompence ojFfuch 

" agreement? the fcorn of their brethren , anfl 

" the reproaches of a blind and obflinate nation. 

" Yet that nation is accuftomed to reverence the 

" general councils, which have fixed the articles 

a of our faith ; and if they reprobate the decrees , 

<c of Lyons , it is becaufe the Eaftern churches 

" were neither heard nor reprefented in that af- 

tt bitrary meeting. For this falutary end , it wijl 

" be expedient, and even -neceffary , that a weJJ- 

tt chofeiT legate fhould be fent into Greece, to 

" convene the patriarchs of Conftantinople, Alex- 

cc andria, Antioch, and Jerufalem ; and, with 

. cc their aid , to prepare a free and univerfal fynocL 
cc But at this moment ," continued the fubtje 

.agent a the empire is aflatllted and endangered by 
44 the Turks, who have occupied four of the 
" greateft cities of Anatolia. The Chriftian in- 

. cc habitants have expreffed a wifh of returning to 
" their allegiance arid rdigion; but the forces and 
<c revenues of the emperor are inefficient for their 

." deliverance: and die Roman legate muft be ac- 
" companied or preceded, by an army of Franks', 
cc %q expel, the infidels, and open a way to the 
" holy fepalchre. " If the fufpicious Latins fhould 

; jeqvire (bipe yta^SF? fame previous effett of the 
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CHAP, fmcerity of the Greeks, the anfwers of Barlaarii 
• X.KVL were perfpicuous and rational. cc i. A general 
* fynod can alone confummate the union of the 
u churches; nor can fuch a fynod be held till 
" the three Oriental patriarchs , and a great nura- 
a ber of bifhops , are enfranchifed fr6m the. IVIa- 
cc hometan yoke, 2. The " Greeks are alienated 
cc by a long feries of oppreffion and injury : they 
" muft be reconciled by fome ad; of brotherly 
tt love, fome effe&ual fuccour, which may for- 
cc tify the authority and arguments, of the em- 
€C peror, and the friends of the union. 3. If 
cc fome difference of faith or xeremonies fhould 
ic be fecund incurable, the Greeks however art 
cc the difciples of Chrift ; and the Turks are the 
c< common enemies of the Chriftian name. The 
cc Armenians , Cyprians , and Rhodians , are 
cc equally' attacked; and it will become the piety 
a of the French princes to draw their fwords in 
<c the general defence of religion* 4. Should the 
ic fubje&s of Andronicus be treated as the worft 
cc of fchifmatics, of heretics, of pagans * a judici- 
" ous policy may yet> indraft the powers of the 
% *<c Wed to" embrace an ufeful ally, to uphold a 

cc finking empire , to guard the confines of Eti- 
tt rope ; and rather to join the Greeks againft 
" the Turks, than to expect the union of the 
tt Turkifh arms with the troops and treafures of 
"captive Greece." The reafons, the offers, 
and the demands , of Andronicus , were eluded 
with cold and dately indifference. * The Kings 
* •£, Fiance and Naples declined the dangers arid 
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glory of a crufade ; the pope refufed to call a chap. 
new fynod to determine old articles of faith; and lxvj, 
bis regard for the j>&folete claims of the Latin 
emperor and clergy, engaged him to ufe an of. 
fenfive fuperfcfiption : cc To the moderator* of the 
u Greeks, ana the perfons \yho ftyle therofelves 
" the patriarchs of the Eaftcrn churches. " For 
fuch an embaffy , a time and character lefs propi- 
tious could not eafily have been found. Benedid; 
the twelfth J was a dull peafant , perplexed with 
fcruples, and immerfed in floth and wine: his 
pride might enrich with a third crown the papal 
tiara , but he ,was alike unfit for the regal and 
the paftoral office. 

After thp deceafe of Andronicus , while the NesQciAtion , 
Greeks werc^lfftraded by inteftine war, they ofCanr " u " 
could not prejume to agitate a general union 01 clement vi, 
the Chriftians. But as foon as Cantacuzene had *• **• 1348. 
fubdued and pardoned his enemas* he was anxi» 
ous to juftify, or at leaft to extenuate, the in-, 
trodudlion of the Turks into Europe , and the 
nuptials of his daughter with a Mufttlman prince. 
Two officers of ftate , with a Latin interpreter t 
were fent in his name to the Roman court, which 
was tranfplanted to Avignon , on the banks of 
the Rhone, during a period of feventy years; 
they reprefented the hard neceffity which h had 
urged him to embrace the alliance of the mifc 
creants , and pronounced by his command the 
fpecious and edifying founds of union and 
crufade. Pope Clement the fixth 4 , die fucceffor 
of JReaetfiA x received them with hofpitality and 

X 3 
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chap, honour , acknowledged the innocence of their 
ixvi. fovereign , excufed his diftrefs , applauded his 
magnanimity , and difplayed a clear knowledge 
of the ftate and revolutions of the Greek empire , 
•which he had imbibed from the boneft accounts 
6f a Savoyard lady , an attendant of the emprefs 
Anne '. If Clement was ill-endowed with the 
virtues of a prieft, he poffeffed however the fpirit 
and magnificence of a prince, whofe liberal hand 
diftributed benefices and kingdoms with equal 
facility. Under his reign , Avignon "Was the feat 
of pomp and pleafure : in his youth he had 
furpaffed the licentioufnefs of a baron; and the 
palace , nay, the bed-chamber of the pope, was 
adorned , or polluted , by the vifits of his 
female favourites. The wars q£| France and 
England were adverfe to thfe holy enterprife; but 
his vanity was amufed by the fplendid idea ; and 
the Greek ambaffadors returned with two Latin 
bifhops , the minifters of the pontiffs On their 
arrival at Conftantinople ^ the emperor and the 
nuncios admired each other's piety and eloquence: 
ar>d their frequent conferences were .filled with 
mutual praifes anfl promifes , by which both 
parties were amijfed , and neither coftld be 
deceived. " I am delighted," faid the devout 
Cantacuzene , a with the project of our holy 
u war , which ftiuft redcytnd to my perfonai 
*• glory , as well as to the public benefit of 
u Chriftendom, IVly dominions will give a free 
* paflage to the armies of France: my troops, 
u my gallics ,-injr treafures, fhall ba confecrated 
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* c to the common caufe; and happy would be c n a b 

" my fate, could I deferve and obtain the crown lxvx.. 

cc of martyrdom. Words are inefficient to exprefs 

" the ardour with which I figh for the reunion 

cc of the fcattered members of Chrift. If my 

<c death could avail, I would gladly prefent my 

* fword and. my neck: if the fpiritual phoenix 

a could arifc from my afhes , I would eredl the 

cc pile and kindle the flame with my own hands. " 

Yet the Greek emperor prefumed to obferve, 

that the articles of faith which divided the two 

churches had been introduced by the pride and 

precipitation of the Latins : he disclaimed the* 

fervile and arbitrary fteps of the firft Pakeologus; 

and firmly declared , that he would never fubmit 

his confeierice unlefs to the decrees of a free and 

univerfal fynod. a The? fituation of the times, " 

continued he > u will not allow the pope and 

a myfelf to meet either at Rome or Con flan ti- 

cc nople; but fome maritime city may be chofen 

cc on the verge of the two empires, to unite the 

c< bifhops , and to inflrudl the faithful , of the 

cc Eaft and Weft. " The nuncios feemed content 

with the proportion; und Cantacuzene affe&s to 

deplore the failure of his hopes, which were foon 

overthrown by the death of. Clement and the 

different temper of his fucc^ffor. His own life 

was prolonged, but it was prolonged in a cloifler; 

and , except by his prayers , the humble monk 

was incapable of dire&ing the counfels of his 

pupil or the ftate \ 

X 4 . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3?3 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

C h 4 r. Yet of all the Byzantine princes, that pupil, 
lxvi. John Palaeologus ,^ was the beft difpofed to ein- 
fo'hTrahfo b racc > to believe, and to obey, the ihephera of 
jogusi. with the Weft. His mother, Anne of Savoy, was 
Innocent vl baptized in the bofom of the Latin church: her 
marriage with Andronicus impofed a change of 
pame, of apparel, and of worfhipj but her heart 
yras ftill faithful to her country and religion ; flic 
had formed the infancy of her fon , and fhe 
governed the emperor , after his mind , or at leaft 
his ftature , was enlarged to the fize of man. In 
the firft year of his deliverance and restoration , 
the Turks were ftill mafters ef the HeJlefpont $ 
(he fon of Cantacuzene was in arms af Adrian-? 
ople; and Palaeologus could depend neither on 
himfelf nor on his people. By his mother's 
advice , and in. the hope of foreign aid , he 
abjured the rights both of the church and ftate ; 
and the adl of flavery 7 , fubferibed in purpje 
ink , and fealed with the golden bull , was pri- 
vately intruded to an Italian agent. The firft 
Article of the treaty is an oath of fidelity and 
obedience to Innocent the fixth and his fucceflbrs, 
the fnpreme pontiffs of the Roman and Catholic 
church. The emperor promifes to entertain with 
due reverence their .legates and nuncios; to affign 
a palace for their reftdence and a temple for their 
worfhip ; and to deliver bis fecond fon Manuel 
as the hoftage of his faith. For thefe conde«r 
fcenfions , he requires a prompt fuccour of fifteen 
gallies, with five hundred men at arms, and a 
tJioufond archer? ? (q ierve againft his Chriftian , 
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and Mufulman enemies. Palaeologus engages to chap, 
impofe on bis clergy and people the fame fpirituai ' ixvt, 
yoke; but as the refiftance of the Greeks might 
be juftly forefeen , he adopts* the two effectual 
methods of corruption and education. The legate 
was empowered to diftribute the vacant benefices 
among the ecclefiaftiqs who fhould fublcribe the 
creed of the Vatican : three fchools wer$ inftituted 
to inftrud the youth of Conftantinople in the 
language and do&riqe of the Latins ; and the 
name of Andronicus , the heir of the empire , 
was enrolled as the firft ftudent. Should he fail 
in the meafures of perfuafion or force, Pajaeologus 
declares himfelf unworthy to reign; transferred 
to the pope all regal and paternal authority; and 
invefts Innocent with full power to regijlate the 
family, the government, and the marriage, of 
his Son and fucceflbr. But this treaty was neither 
executed noV publifhed j the Roman gallie§ were 
as vain and imaginary as the fubmiffion of the 
Greeks ; and it was only by the fecrecy , that 
their .fovereign efcaped the difhonour 9 of this 
fruitleft humiliation. 

The tempeft of the Turkifh arms foon burft Vifit rf Johtt 
on his head ; and, after the lofs of Adj-ianople Pai«n!ogu* 
and Romania, he was enclofed in his capital, the *° Rome * 
vaffal of the haughty Amurath, with the mifer- a, d. 1369, 
able hope of being the laft devoured by the °* ob * I3# 
favage. In this abjed: ftate, Pal^ologus embraced 
the refolution of embarking for Venice , and 
calling himfelf at the feet of the pope, he was 
the firft of the Byzantine princes ^Yho had ever 
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chap, vifitcd the unknown regions of the Weft, yet in 
txvi. them alone he could feek confolation or relief; 
and with left violation of his dignity he might 
appear in the facred college than at the Ottoman 
Forte. After a long abfence, the Roman pontiffs 
were returning from Avignon to the banks of the 
Tyber; Urban the fifth *, of a mild and virtuous 
chara&er, encouraged or\ allowed the pilgrimage 
of the Greek prince; and, within the fame year, 
fcnjoyed the glory of receiving in the Vatican 
the two Imperial fhadows, who reprefented the 
majefty of Conftantine and Charlemagne. In this 
fuppliant vifit, the emperor of Conftantinople , 
whofe vanity was Joft in his diftrefs , gave more 
than could be expe&ed of empty founds and 
formal fubmiffions. A previous trial wasimpofed; 
and in the prefence of four cardinals, he acknow- 
ledged, as a true Catholic, the fupremacy of the 
pope , and the double proccflion of the Holy 
Ghoft. After this purification, he was introduced 
to a public audience in*' the church of St. Peter; 
Urban, in the midft of the cardinals, was/eated 
on his throne; the Greek monarch, after three 
genuflexions, devoutly kiffed the feet , the hands, 
and at length the mouth , of the holy father, who 
celebrated high mafs in his prefence, allowed him 
to lead the bridle of his mule, and treated him 
with a fumptuous banquet in the Vatican. The 
entertainment of Palaeologus was, friendly and 
honourable ; yet fome difference was obferved 
between the emperors of the Eaft and Weft * ; 
nor could the former be entitled to the rare 
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privilege of chauntirg the gofptl in the rank of chap. 
a deacon ,# . In favour of his profelyte, Urban Lxvr. 
ftrove to rekindle the zeal of the French king, 
and' the other powers of the Weft ; but he found 
them cold in the general caufe, and a&iv^ only 
in their domeftic quarrels. The laft hope of the 
emperor was in an Englifh mercenary , John 
Hawkwood ,T , or Acuto, who with a band of 
adventurers, the white brotherhood, had ravag- 
ed Italy from the Alps to Calabria; fold bis 
fervices to the hoftile ftates ; and incurred a juft 
excommunication by fhooting his arrows, againft 
the .papal refidence. A fpecial licence was granted 
to negociate with the outlaw, but the forces, or 
the fpirit, of Hawkwood were unequal to the 
enterprife ; and it was for the advantage perhaps 
of Palaeologus to be difappointed of a fuccQur, 
that muft have been coftly, that could not be 
effc&ual, and which might have been dangerous 12 . ' 
The difconfolate Greek li prepared for his return, 
but even his return was impeded by a moft igno- 
minious obftacle. On his arrival at Venice, he 
had borrowed large fums atf exorbitant ufury; 
but his coffers were empty, his creditors were 
impatient , ^nd his perfon was detained „as the 
beft fecurity for the payment. His eldeft foil 
Andronicus , the regent of Conftantinople , was 
repeatedly urged to exhauft every refource ; and, 
even by dripping the churches, to extricate his 
father from, captivity and difgrace. But thd un-> 
natural youth was infenfible of the difgrace* and 
fecretly plcafed with the captivity of the emperor ; 
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chat, the ftatc was poor , 'the clergy was obftinate; 
l- xvi, nor could fome religious fcruple be wanting to 
excufe, the guilt of his indifference and delay. 
Such undutiful negled was feverely reproved by 
the pi^ty of his brother Manuel, who inftantJy 
fold or mortgaged all that he poffeffed, embarked 
for Venice, relieved his father, and pledged his 
His return to own freedojn to be rcfponfible for the debt. On 
c ^* anti - his return to Conftantinople, the parent and king 
A. o. 1379. diftinguilhed his two fons with fuitable rewards; 
but the faith and manners of the flothful Palaeo- 
lo£us had not been improved by his Roman pil- 
grimage; and his apoftacy or converfion, devoid 
of any fpiritual or temporal effe&s, was fpeedily 
forgotten by the Greeks and Latins ,f . 
Vifit «f the Thirty years after the return of Palseologus , 
emperor m* fa f on an( | f ucce fror , Manuel , from a fimilar 
motive, but on a larger fcale, again vifited the 
countries of the Weft. In a preceding chapter I 
have related his treaty with Bajazet, the violation 
of that treaty, the fiege or blockade ci Conftan- 
tinople, and the French fuccour . under the com- 
mand of the gallant Roucicault M . By his ambafc 
fadors , Manuel had folicited the Latin powers ; 
but it was thought that the prefence of a diftref- 
• fed monarch would draw tears and fupplies front 
/ the hardeft Barbarians "; and the marfhal who 

advifed the journey, prepared the reception, of 
the Byzantine prince. The land was occupied 
by the Turks; but the navigation of Venice was 
fafe and opeu : Italy received him as the firft , or, 
at leaft , as the fecowi .of the Chriftian princes j 
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Manuel was pitied as the champion and confef- chap* 
for of the faith ; and the dignity of his behaviour ixvi. 
•prevented that pity from finking into contempt. 
From Venice he proceeded to Padua and Pavia; 
and even the duke of Milan , a fecret ally of 
Bajazet, gave him fafe and honourable conduct 
to the verge of his dominions 17 . On the confines *° F r a n c c ^ rt 
of France ,s , the royal officers undertook the care a. o. 1400* 
of his perfonj journey, and expences; and two Juw3i 
thoufand of the richeft citizens , in arms and on 
horfeback , came forth to meet him as far as 
Charenton , in the neighbourhood of the capital. 
At the gates of Paris, he was faluted by the 
chancellor and the parliament; and Charles the 
fixth , attended by his princes and nobles * wel- 
comed his brother with a cordial embrace. The 
fucceffor of Conftantine was clothed in a robe of 
white (ilk, and mounted on a milk-white Reed; 
a cirCumftance , in the French ceremonial , of 
lingular importance: the white colour is confidered 
as the fymbol of fovereignty; and, in a late vifit, 
the German emperor , after an haughty demand 
and a peevith refulal, had beeii reduced to con* 
tent himfelf with a black courfer. Manuel wa$ 
lodged in the Louvre; a fucceffion of feafts and 
balls, the pleafures of the banquet and th€ chace, 
wei*e ingenioufly varied by the politenefs of the 
French, to difplay their magnificence and amitfe 
his grief: he was indulged in the liberty of his 
chapel ; and the dpdlors of the Sorbonne were 
aftonifhed , and poffibly fcandalized , by the lan- 
guage, the rites, and the veftments, of his Greek 
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clergy. But the flighteft glance on the ftate of 
the kingdom, mud teach him to defpair of any 
effectual affiftence. The unfortunate Charles, 
though he enjoyed fome lucid intervals/, conti- 
nually relapfed into furious or ftupid infinity : 
the reins of government were alternately feized 
by his brother and uncle , the dukes of Orleans 
and Burgundy, whofe fa&ious competition pre- 
pared the miferies of civil war. The former was 
a gay youth, djflblved in luxury and love: the 
latter was the father of John count of Nevers, 
who had fo lately been ranfomed from Turkifh 
captivity; and, if the fearlefs fon was ardent to 
revenge his defeat , the more prudent Burgundy 
was content with the coft and peril of the ,firft 
experiment. When JVIanuel had fatiated tire 
curiofity^ and perhaps fatigued the patience, of 
the French , he refolved on a vifit to the adjacent 
ifland. In his progrefs from Dover, he was en- 
tertained at Canterbury with due reverence by 
the prior and monks of St. Auftin j and, on 
Blackheath , king Henry the fourth , with the 

• Englifh court, faluted die Greek hero (I copy 
our old hiftorian), who, during many days, was 

• lodged and treated in London as emperor of the 
. Eaft xp . But the ftate of England was ftill more 
' adverfe to the defign of the hojy war. In the 

• fame year , the hereditary fovereign had been 
depofed and murdered ; the reigning prince was 
afuccefsful ufurper, whofe ambition was puniflhed 
by jealoufy and remorfe : nor could Henry of 
Lancafter withdraw his perfoa qx forces from the 
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defence of a throne inceffantly fhaken by con- , c h a P. 
fpiracy and rebellion. He pitied, he praifed, he i-xvl 
feafted , the emperor of Conftantinople ; but if 
the Englifh monarch affumed the crofs , it was 
only to appeafe his people , and perhaps his con* 
fcience, by the merit or femblance of his pious 
intention 20 . Satisfied, however, with gifts and 
honours, Manuel returned to Paris; and, after U 
refidence of two years in the Weft , ihaped his 
courfe through Germany and Italy , embarked at 
Venice, and patiently expefted , in the Morea , His retttrn *° 
the moment of his ruin or deliverance. Yet he a'd^mo* 
had efcaped the ignominious neceffity of offering 
iiis religion to public or private fale. The Latin ^ 
church was diftra&ed by the great fchifin: the 
kings, the nations, the univerfities , of Europe, 
were divided in their obedience between the „ " 
popes of Rome and Avignon; and the emperor, 
anxious to conciliate the friendship of both par. 
ties , abftained from any correfpondence with the 
indigent and unpopular, rivals. His journey coin- 
cided with the year of the jubilee; but he paffed 
through Italy without defiring-, or defervjng, 
the plenary indulgence which abolished the guilt 
or penance of the firfs of the faithful.. The Ro- 
man pope was offended by this negled;; accufed 
him of irreverence to an image of Chrift; and 
exhorted the princes of Italy to reje<fl and ab.indon 
the obftinate fchifmatic *\ 

During the period of the crufades, the Greeks Greek know 
beheld with altonifliment and terror the perpetual J. ta * t . w,d d * 
dream of emigration that flowed, and continued 
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C fc A p. to flow , from the unknown climates df the Weft* 
txvi. The vifits of their laft emperors removed the 
Veil of reparation , and they difck>fed to their 
eyes the powerful nations of Europe , whom they 
no longer prefumed to brand with the name of 
< Barbarians. The obfervations of Manuel,- and 

his more inquifitive followers t have been pre- 
served by a Byzantine hiftorian of the times " : 
his fcattefed ideas I fhall collet and abridge; 
and it may be amufing enough * perhaps inftruG- 
tive, to contemplate the rude pidlures of Germany, 
France , and England , whofe ancient and modem 
#f Girmaityi ftate are fo familiar to our minds^ I. Germany 
( fays the Greek Chalcondyles ) is 6f ample 
latitilde from Vienna to the Ocean ; and it ftf etches 
(a ftrange geography) from Prague in Bohemia 
to the river Tarteffus ^ and the Pyrenaean moun- 

. tains si . The foil , except i« figs and olives , is 
fufficiently fruitful ; the air is falubrious ; the 
bodies of the natives are robuft afid healthy; arid 
thefe cold regions are feldom vifited with the 

-calamities of peftilence, or earthquakes. After 
the Scythians .or Tartars $ the Germans are the 

. moft numerous of nations ; they are brave and 
patient , and were they united Under a fingle 
head , theif force would be irrefiftible. By the 
gift of the pope, they have acquired the privilege 
of chufing the Roman etoperor ** ; nor is any 
„ people more devoutly attached to the faith and 
obedience of the Latin patriarch. The greateft 
part of the country is divided among the princes and 
prelates; but Straflmrgh, Cologne, Hamburgh, 

and 
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&AH- ircfore than two hundred ' fred cities , are c ft A k 
governed by fage arid eqU.il hnfrs, accdrdirig to txvi. 
the will, attd for the advatltage, of the wliote 
cdrtlrtiunity. The life of duels s or fltigle combati 
€>ti fddt, prevails amorig thfem in, peace arid wdrj 
•their iriduftry ejccels lit all the Mechanic artsj 
and the Gertnarts may b'oaft of the invention of 
gunpowder and cannon, which is no^v diffufed 
ovef the gfeateft part of thfe -World. II. Thfe f Fran C e ; 
kingdom of FAANtE is fptead dbtfve fiftefeil dr 
twenty days* journey from Germany to Spain , 
and frbcn the Alps to the Britilh Ofcfcin ; contain- 
ing many fldurifhing cities * . ahd arfioog theft 
Paris, the feat df the king, wtiieh fufpaffes thfe 
reft in riches and luxury. IVIany princes and 
lords alternately wait in his palace, and acknow- 
ledge him a£ their fovfereign ; thri trtoft powerful 
are the dukes of Bretagne and burgundy ; off 
whom the latter poffcffes the wealthy province of 
1 Flanders, whole harbours are frequented by the 
ihips and merchants of our dwri and the more 
remote feas. The French are an anderit and 
opulent people : ahd theif- language and manner*, 
though fomewhat different, are riot difliriiihh" 
from thdfe bf the Italians. Vain of the Imperial 
dignity of Charlemagne , of their victories over 
the Saradens, and of the exploits df their heroes, 
Oliver and Rowland lf , they efttetti themfafves 
the firft df the weftern nations : but this foolrfh 
arrogance has been recently humbled by the 
' unfortunate events of their wars againft the 
.Engliih , the inhabitants of the Britiflr iflaiR 
Vol. XL Y 
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t h a p. III. Britain , in the ocean, and oppofite to the 
txvi. fliores of Flanders, may be' confidered either as 
•f England, one, or as three iflands; but the whole is united 
by a common intereft, by the fame manners, 
and by a fimilar government The meafure of 
its circumference is live thoufand ftadia : the land 
is overfpread with towns and villages: though 
deftitute of wine, and not abounding in fruit- 
trees , it is fertile in wheat and barley ; in honey 
and wool ; and much cloth is manufactured by 
the inhabitants. In populoufnefs aftd power, in 
riches and luxury, London**, the metropolis of 
the ifle , may claim a pre-eminence over all the 
cities of the Weft. It is fituate on the Thames , 
a broad and rapid river, which at the diftance of 
thirty miles falls into the Gallic Sea ; and the 
daily flow and ebb of the tide, affords a fafe 
entrance and departure to the veffcis of commerce. 
The king is the head of a powerful and turbulent 
ariftocracy ; his principal vaffals hold their eftates 
by a free and unalterable tenure ; and the laws 
define the limits of his authority and their obe- 
dience. The kingdom has been often afflifted 
by foreign conqueft and domeftic fcdition ; but 
the natives are bold and hardy , renowned in 
arms and vi&orious in war. The form of their 
Shields or targets is derived from the Italians, 
thajt of their fwords from the Greeks j the ufe 
of the long bow is the peculiar aiKl decHive 
advantage of the Englifli. Their language bea*s 
no affinity to the idioms of the continent; in 
the habits of domeftic life , they are not eafity 
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diftingtiiffied from their neighbours of France : e h a P* 
but the moft fmgular circumftance of their manners l^cvi* 
is their difregard of conjugal honour and of 
female chaftity* In their mutual vifits, as the 
frtft a& of hofpitality * the gueft is Welcomed it* 
the embraces of their wives and daughters : 
among friends they are lent and borrowed with- 
out fhame ; nor are the iflanders offended at this 
ftrange commerce * and its inevitable cotifequen-. 
ces a? . Informed as We are of the cuftoms of old 
England* and aflbred of the virtue of our mothers, 
We may fmile at the credulity * or refent the in-, ' 
juftice i of the Greek , who muft have confound- 
ed a modeft falute** with a criminal embrace* 
But his credulity and injuftice may teach an im^ 
portant leffon \ to diilruft the accounts of foreign 
dnd remote nations, and to fufpend our belief 
of eveiy tale that deviates from the laws of nattir* 
fcnd the chara&er of man 19 . 

After his return * and the vidlory of Timour , Jhdiffdrema 
Manuel reigned juany years in profperity and^J^*™^ t 
freacei As long as the fons of Bajazet folicited Latins * 
his friendfllip and fpafred his dominions, he was A ; D * 
fatisfied With the national rdigion ; and his leifurg 
Was employed in compofing twenty theological 
dialogues for its defence. The appearance of the 
Byzantine ambaffadors at the council of Gonftance 1 * 
announces the reftoratibn of the TWkifh power ^ 
as well as of the Latin church ; the conqueft oi 
the fultans, Mahomet and Amurath , reconciled 
the emperor to the Vatican ; and the fiege of 
Conftantinople almoft tempted him to acquiefc* 
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€ ii a p. in the double proceffion of the Holy Ghoft. 
ix vi. When Martin the fiftfo afcended without a rival 
the chair trf St. Peter, a friendly tntescowrfe . of 
letters «md embaffies was revived between the Eafl: 
His ncgocia. 3ud W6ft. Ambition on one fide, and diftrefc 
tions, on, th^ other T di&ated the feme decent language 

of charity and peace: the artful Gaeek expreffed a 
deftre of oiasrying his fix fens toltaiHan princefles ; 
ami the Roman, not kefs artful, difpatched the 
daughter of the atauquis ofl Montferrat, with a 
company of noble virgins r to {often by their 
charms the obftinaey of the febifcnatics* Yet 
under this mafk of zeal, a difcerniog eye will 
perceive that all was hdtew and infincere in the 
court and church of Comfliamtinople. According 
to the viciffitupde* of danger and repofc r the em- 
peror advanced or retreated ; alternately inftrudled 
and disavowed his minifteis; and efcaped from 
an importunate preflfure by urging the duty of en- 
quiry, the obligation of coHediag the fenfe of bis 
patriarchs and biflbops , and the impoffibdlity of 
convening them at a time when; the Turkifh 
arms were at the gates of his capital. From a 
review 06 the public tranfa<9rioas it will appear , 
lihat the Greeks uififted on tbree fucceffcve mea- 
sures , a fuccour , a council , and a final re-uniqn, 
while the Latins eluded the fecond , and only 
yromife'd the firfl:, as a consequential and voluntary 
reward ofi the third But we have an opportunity 
of unfolding the mod fecret intentions of Manuel, 
as he explained then* in 2i private converfatioiu 
jnotim!*** without artifice or difguife. In* his declining age, 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 325 

the emperor had affociated John Palaeoiogus, the chap. 
fecond of the name , and the cldeft of his fons y lxvi- 
on whom he devolved the greateft part of the 
authority and weight of government.. One day, 
in the prefence only of the hiftorian Phranza**', 
his favourite chamberlain, he opened to his col- 
league and fucceffor the true principle of his n6- 
gociations with the pope 1 *. * c Our laft refource," 
faid Manuel', a agairrft the Turks is their fear of 
" our union with die Latins, of the warlike 

* nations of the Weft v , who may arm for our 
cc relief' and for their deftra&ion. As often as 

* you are threatened by the mifcreants, prefent 
tt this danger before their eyes. Propofp a council; 
a confult on the mtans ; but ever delay and avoid 

* the convocation of an affertibly, which cannot 

* tend either to our fpiritual or temporal emolu- 
a ment. The Latins are proud - T the Greeks 

cc are obftinate ; neither party will recede or # 
Cf retrad; and the attempt of a perfect union will 
" confirm the fchifm , alienate the churches , 
cc and leave us , without hope ot defence , at 
a the mercy of the Barbarians." Impatient of 
this falutary leflbn , the royal youth afofe frorti 
his feat , and departed in filence ; and the wife 
monarch ( continues Phranza ) , carting his eyes 
on me , thus refumed his difcourfe : u Nlf foft 
€ * deems himfelf a great and heroic prince; but, 
<€ alas ! our miferable age does not afford fcopie 
w for herpifm or greatnefs. His daring fpirife, 
a might have fuited the happier times of our 

* anceftors ; but the prefent ftatc requires not aa 

Y 3 
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chap. *' emperor, but a cautious fteward of the laft 
ixvi, * relics of our fortunes, Well do I remember 

* the lofty expeditions which he built on our 
u alliance with Muftapha; and much do I fear, 
* c that his rafh courage will urge the ruin of our 

* houfe, and that even religion may precipitate 
K our downfal. " Yet the experience and authority 
of Manuel preferved the peace and eluded the 

jji$ totii, council ; till , in the feventy-reighth year of bis 
^e, and in the habit of a monk, he terminated 
his career, dividing his precious moveables among 
Jiis children and the poor , his phyficians and his 
favourite fervants. Of his fis^fons l3 f Andronicus 
the fecond was invefted with the principality of 
Theffalonica, and died of a leprofy foon after 
the fale of that city to the Venetians and its final 
conqueft by the Turks. Some fortunate incidents 
had reftored Peloponnefus , or the Morei , to the 
# empire ; and in his more prosperous days, Manuel 

had fortified the narrow ifthmus of fix miles |4 
with a ftone wall and one hundred and fifty-three 
towers. The wall was overthrown by the firft 
blaft of the Ottomans : the fertile peninfula might 
Jiave been Sufficient for the four younger brothers, 
Theodore and Conftantine , Demetrius and 
Thomas; but they wafted in domeftiq contefts 
the remains of their ftrength ; and the leaft fuc;-- 
cefsful of the rivals were reduced to a life of de- 
pendence in the Byzantine palace, 

*ohl? a ! ' The d( * eft ° f the f0ns of IVIanuel > John Pal2e °- 
io°gus ii * Jogus the fecopd , was acknowledged , after his 

A % D ' fetb»'ji ds«h, as the fote emptor, of the Greek*, 
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He immediately proceeded to repudiate his wife, chap. 
and to contraA a new marriage with the princefs lxvi. 
of Trebizond: beauty was in his eyes the firft 
qualification of an emprefs; and the clergy had 
yielded to his firm affurance, that unlefs he might 
be indulged in a divorce, he would retire to a 
cloifter , and leave the throne to his brother Con- 
ftantine. The firft, and in truth the only, vic- 
tory of Pateologus was over a Jew", whom, 
after a long and learned difpute , he converted to 
the Chriftian faith ; and this momentous conqueft 
is carefully recorded in the hiftory of the times. 
But he foon refumed the defign of uniting the 
Eaft and Weft ; and , regardlefs of his father's 
advice, liftened, as it fhould feem with fincerity, 
to the propofal of meeting the pope in a general 
Council beyond the Adriatic. This dangerous pro- 
ject was encouraged by Martin the fifth , and 
coldly entertained by his fucceffor Eu genius , till, 
after a tedious negociation , the emperor received 
a fummons from a Latin affembly of a new 
character, the independent prelates of Bafil , who 
ftyled themfelves the reprefentatives and judges 
of the Catholic church. 

The Roman pontiff had fought and conquered Corruption 
in the caufe of ecclefiaftical freedom, but the °* the u Latin 

... , r r 1 1 church. 

victorious clergy were ioon expoied to the 
tyranny of their deliverer; and his facred char^ 
adter was invulnerable to thofe arms which they 
found fo keen and effectual againft the civil 
magiftrate. Their great charter, the right of 
eledion, was. annihilated by appeals, evaded by 
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C H A P. 



{ruft* w cotriraendarns, difapppipted by rever- 
fipn&ry grants, and fupcrfeded by previous and 
arbitrary reservations ?'. A public au<£kion was 
iuftUuted in the court of Rome: -the cardinals 
and favourites werla enriched 'with the fpoils of 
aations; and every country might complain that 
the mod important and valuable benefices were 
accumulated on the heads of aliens and ahfentees. 
JfHtring t^eir rafidemce at Avignon, the ambition 
of the popes fiibfided in the meaner paflions of 
avarice 17 and luxury: they rigproufly impofed on 
the clergy the tributes of fn'ft fruits and tenths; 
but they freely tolerated the impunity of vice^ 
diforder, and corruption. Thefe manifold fcan* 
dais were aggravated by the great fchifm, of thq 
Weft, which continued above fifty years. In 
the furious conflidts of Rome and Avignon, the 
vices of the rivals were mutually expofed; and 
their precarious fituation degraded their autho- 
rity , relaxed their discipline , aqd multiplied theic 
wants and exa&ions. To heal the wounds, and 
reftore. the monarchy , of the church ,' the fynods 
of Pifa and Conftance " were fucceffively con- 
vened; but thefcf great affemblies, confeious o§ 
their ftrength, refolved to vindicate the privileges 
of the Cbriftian ariftocracy. From a perfonal 
1414 — i4is. fentence againft; two pontiffs, whom they re* 
jeded, and a third, their acknowledged foverJ 
eign , whom they depofed , the fathers of Con- 
fiance proceeded to examine the nature and limits 
of the Roman fupremacy ; nor did they feparate tilt 
they had eftablifh^d (he authority, above the 
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pope, ofy general council. It wasena&ed, that, 6H1R 
for the government and reformation of the church, xxvju 
fuch aflemblies flhoulrf be held at regular inter* 
vals; and that each fynod, before its diffolution, 
fhould appoint the time and place of the fubfe* 
qyent meeting. By the influence of the court of 
Home, the next convocation at Sienna was eafily 
eluded; but the bold and vigorous proceedings 
oi the council of-Bafil. " had alnjoft been fatal ofBafi, » 
to the reigning pontiff, Eugenius the fourth. A, 43I 1 M43> 
jufk fufpicion of his defign prompted the fathers 
to haften the promulgation of their firft decree, 
that the reprefentatives of the church-militant onr 
earth were iavefted with a divine and fpiritual 
jurifdidlion over ail Chriftians, without except- 
ing the pope; and that a general council could 
not be diffolved, prorogued, or transferred, um 
lefs by their free deliberation and content. On 
the notice that Eugenius hacj fulminated a bull 
for that purpofe, they ventured' tp fupinaon, to 
admonifli , to threaten , to cenfure , the conuu 
macious fucceffor of St. Peter. After many de* rh * r <pn°- 
lays, to allow time far repentance, they finally genius iv."* 
declared, that, unlefs he fubmitted within the 
terqi of fixty days, he was fufpended from the . 
exercife of all temporal and ecclefiaftical authority; 
And to mark their jurifdiition over the prince as 
well as the prieft , they ajiumed the government 
ol Avignon, annulled the alienation- of the facred 
patrimony, and protected Rome from the irn- 
pofition of new taxes. Their boldnefs was jufti- 
fted, not only by thi?. general opinion of the 
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chap, clergy , but by the fupport and power of the firft 
lxvi. monarchs of Chriftendom: the emperor Sigifmond 
declared himfelf the fervant and prote&or of the 
fynod; Germany and France adhered to their 
caufe ; the duke of Milan was the enemy of 
Eugenius, and he was driven from the Vatican 
by an infurredion of the Roman people. Re- 
jected at the fame time by his temporal and fpi- 
ritual fubjedb , fubmiffion was his only choice : 
by a moft humiliating bull , the pope repealed 
his own ads , and ratified thofe of the council ; 
incorporated his legates and cardinals with that 
venerable body ; and feemed to refign himfelf to 
the decrees of the fuprcme legiflature. Their 
fame pervaded the countries of the Eaft; and it 
was in their prefence that Sigifmond received the 
ambaffadors of the Turkifh fultan 4 \ who laid at 
his feet twelve large vafes , filled with robes of 
Ncgociations fi]k and pieces of gold. The fathers of Bafil afpir- 
cd to the glory of reducing the Greeks , as well 
as the Bohemians, within the pale of the church; 
and their deputies invited the emperor and pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople to unite with an affembly 
which poffeffed the confidence of the Weftern 
nations. Palaeologus was not averfe to the pro- 
pofal; and his ambaffadors were introduced with 
due honours into the Catholic fenate. But the 
choice of the place appeared to be an infuper- 
able obftacle, fince he refufed to pais the -Alps, 
or the fea of Sicily, and pofitively required that 
the fynod fhould be adjourned to fome conve- 
nient city in Italy , or at leal); on the Danube. 
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The other articles of this treaty were more rea- chap. 
dily ftipulated: it was agreed to defray the txvi, 
travelling expences of the emperor , with a train 
of feven hundred perfons 4X , to remit an imme- 
diate fum of eight thoufand ducats ** for the ac- 
commodation of the Greek clergy 5 and in his 
abfence to grant a fupply often thouland ducats, . 
with three hundred archers and fome gallies, for 
the protedion of Conftantinople. The city of 
Avignon advanced the funds for the preliminary 
expences; and the embarkation was prepared at 
JVIarfeilles with fome difficulty and delay. . 

In his diftrefs , the friendflbip of Palaeologus John Paiaeo- 
was difputed by the ecclefiaftical powers of the J^" * n ' ht 
Weft ; but the dextrous a&ivity of a monarch pope's g4- 
prevailed over the flow debates and inflexible ""' 

*»-. At D. JA%T 

temper of a republic. The decrees of Bafil con- Nov. 24. 
tinually tended to circumfcribe , the defpotifm of 
the pope, and to eredt a fupreme and perpetual 
tribunal in the church. Eugenius was impatient 
of the yoke; and the union of the Greeks might 
afford a decent pretence for tranflating a rebellious 
fynod from the Rhine to the Po. The independ- 
ence of the fathers was loft if they paffed the 
Alps; Savoy or Avignon, to which they acceded 
with reludlance, were defcribed at Conftantinople 
jas fitu^te far beyond the pillars of Hercules *' ; 
the emperor and his cjergy were apprehenfive of 
the dangers of a long navigation ; they were of- 
fended by an haughty declaration , that after fup- 
preffing the new herefy of the Bohemians, the 
council ^r<wld foon eradicate the old herefy o{ 
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chap, the Greeks **. On the fide of Eugenius , all was f 
IX vx. fmooth , and yielding, and refpe&ful : and He 
invited the Byzantine monarch to heal by his pre- 
fence the febifm of the Latin* as well as of the 
Eaftern , church. Ferrara , near the coaft of the 
Adriatic, was propofed for their amicable inter- 
view ; and with fome indulgence of forgery and 
theft, a* furreptitious decree was procured, which 
transferred the fynod , with its own confefct; to 
that Italian city. Nine gallies were equipped for 
this fervice at Venice, and in the ifle of Candia; 
their diligence anticipated the flower veffels of 
Bafil: the Roman admiral was commiffioned to 
burn , fink , and deftroy 4f ; and thefe prieftly 
fquadrons might have encountcre4 each other 
in the fame feas where Athens and Sparta had 
formerly contended for the pre-eminence of glory. 
Affaulted by the importunity of the faiftions , who 
were ready to fight for the poffeffion of his per- 
fon, Pafceologus hefitated before he left his palaets 
and country on a perilous experiment. His father's 
advice ftill dwelt on his memory: and reafon 
rauft fuggeft , that fince the Latins were divided 
i anbong themfelves, they could never unite in a 
foreign: caufe. Sigifmond diffuaded the unfeafbn- 
able adventure ; his advice was impartial , fince 
he adhered to the council ; and it was enforced ~" 
by the ftrange belief, that the German Caefa* 
would nominate a Greek his heir and fucceffor 
in the empire of the Weft *'. Even the Turkifh 
fultan was a connfellor whom it might be unfafi 
to truft, but whom it was dangerous tfc offend 
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Amurath was unfkilled in the difptites, but he c H a p. 
was apprehenfive of the union , of the Chriftians. lxvi. 
From his own treasures , he offered to relieve the 
wants of the Byzantine court j yet he declared 
with feeming magnanimity y that Conftantinople 
fhould be feoare and inviolate , in the abfence of 
her fovereign 47 , The resolution of Palseologus 
was decided by the raoft fplend'rd gifts *nd the 
molt fpecioos promifes : he wifhcd to efcape for 
a while from a feene of danger and diftrefc; and 
after difnaifliag with an ambiguous anfwer the 
roeflengers of the council, he declared his inten- 
tion of embarking in th£ Roman, gallics. The 
age of the patriarch Jofeph was more fufceptible 
of fear than of hope; he trembled at the perils of 
the fea, and expreffed hi* apprehenfion, that his 
feeble voice, with thirty perhaps of his orthodox 
brethren, would be oppreffed in a foreign land 
by the powdr aud numbers of a* Latin fynod. 
He yielded to the royal ha an date , to the flattering 
aflurance, that he would be heard as the oracle 
of nations , and to the fecret wiih of learning, 
from hi$ brother of die Weft ,. to deliver the 
church from the yoke of kings **. The five 
croft-beaters or dignitaries of St. Sophia , were 
bound to attend* his peribn; and one of thefe, 
the great ecclefiarch or preacher,. Sylvefter Syro- 
pulus °, has compofed '° a free and curious hiftory 
of the falft uniea ,x . Of the clergy that reludtandy 
obeyed the fummoos of the emperor and tho 
patriarch , fubmjflion. was. the firft duty , andr 
patience the moft ufeful vittue. In a chofen lift 
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c ft a p. of twenty biiftops, we difcover the metropolitari 
ixvi* titles of Heraclea and Cyzicus » Nice and Nico- 
media, Ephefus andTrebizond, and the perfonal 
merit of Mark and Beffarion , who, in the con* 
fidence of their learning and eloquence i were 
promoted to the epifcopal rank. Some monks 
and pWdfophers were named to difplay the 
fciende arid fandtity of the Greek church ; and 
the fervide of the choif was performed by a felec5t : 
band of fingers and muficiaris. The patriarchs of 
Alexandria, Antioch, arid Jerufalem, appeared 
by their genuine or fictitious deputies; the pri* 
mate of Ruffia repfefented a national church, and 
the Greeks might contend with the Latins in the 
extent of their fpiritual empire. The precious* 
Vafes of St. Sophia were expofed to the wind* 
and waves , that the patriarch might officiate 
with becoming fplendour ; whatever gold the 
emperor could procure , was expended in the 
mafly ornaments of his bed and chariot u : and 
while they affe&ed to maintain the profperity of 
their ancient fortune , they quarrelled for the 
divifibn of fifteen thoufand ducaits, the fifft alms 
of the Roman pontiff. After the neceffary pre* 
parations, John Palaeologus, with a numerous 
train , accompanied by his brother Detrietrhrs i 
and the moft rcfpe&able perfons of the church 
and (late, embarked in eight Veffels with fails 
and oars , which fteered through the Turkifh 
(heights of Gallipoli t6 the Archipelago , th* 
Morea, and the Adriatic Gulf ", 
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After a tedious and troublefome navigation of c h a f. 
feventy-feven days, this religious fquadron caft lxvi. 
anchor before Venice; and their reception pro- His triumph, 
claimed the joy and magnificence of that power- y e *"** y at 
ful republic. In the command of the world,, the a. d. i«s. 
modeft Auguftus had never claimed fuch honours Febnur * *» 
from his fubje&s as were paid to his feeble fuc- 
ceffor by an independent ftate. Seated on the 
poop, on a lofty throne, he received the vifit, 
or, in the Greek ftyle, the adoration, of the doge 
and fenators 5 \ They failed in the Bucentaur, 
which was accompanied by twelve ftately gallies: 
the fea was overfpread with innumerable gondo* 
las of pomp and pleafure ; the air refounded with 
mufic and acclamations; the mariners, and even 
the veffels , were dreffed in filk and gold ; and in 
all the emblems and pageants, the Roman eagles 
were blended with the lions of St. Mark. The 
triumphal proceffion, afcending the great canal, 
pa{fed under the bridge of the Rialto, and the 
eaftern ftrangers gazed with admiration on the 
palaces, the churches, and the populoufnefe of 
a city that leems to float on the bofom of the 
waves ". They fighed to behold the fpoils and 
trophies with which it had been decorated after 
the fack of Conftantinople. After an hofpitabte 
entertainment of fifteen days, Pakeologus purfued 
his journey by land and water fron\ Venice to 
Ferrara : and on this occafion , the pride of the 
Vatican was tempered by policy to indulge the 
ancient dignity of the emperor of the Eaft. He into Fert*r», 
made his entry on a black horfe; ; but a milk-white Februa, v-«- 
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chap* fteed , \vbofe trappings wfere embroidered \<rith 
txvi. golden eagles 5 was led before him ; and the 
canopy was borne oVer his head hy the princes 
of Eftc, the fons or kinfmen of Nicholas, taarquis 
of the city, and a fovereign more powetful than 
himfelf ". Palaeologus did itot alight till he 
jre&ched the bottotn of tlie ftair-cafe : the pope 
advanced to the door of the apartment ; refdfed 
his proffered genuflexion; and, after a paternal 
embrace, cpnduded the emperor to a feat on his 
left-hand. Not would the patriarch defcend from 
his galley , till i ceremony, almoft equal, had 
.been ftipulated between the biihops of Rome and 
Confhrttinople. The latter \Vas faluted by^ his 
brother with a kife df union and charity : nor 
\rtrould any of the Greek ecclefiaftrcs fubmit to 
kifs the feet of the Weftern primate. Oil the 
opening of the fynod , the place of honour in 
the centre was claimed by the temporal and • ec- 
clefiaftical chiefs ; and it was only by alleging 
that his predeceffors had not affifted in perfon at 
Nice or Chalcedofr , that Eugenius could evade 
the ancient precedents of Cdnftantine and Marcian. 
After much debate, it was agreed that the right 
and left fides of the chtirch Ihould be occupied 
by the two nations: that the folitary chair of St. 
Peter Ihould be raifed the firft of the Latin line; 
and that the throne of theGfeek emperor, at the 
head of his clergy, Ihould be equal and oppofite 
to the fecond place, the Vacant feat of the em- 
peror of the Weft ,7 . 

But 
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_ But as foon as feftivity and form had given chap. 
f)1ace to a more ferious treaty , the Greeks were lxvi. 
diffatisfied with their journey , with themfelves , Council of 
and with the pope. The artful pencil of his «d lHimm 
emiffaries had painted him in a prosperous ftate.f Ferrara and 
at the head of the ^princes arid prelates of Europe, ¥ *°™ nce ' 
obedient, at his voice, to believe and to arm. oaoberg— 
The thin appearance of the univerfal fyilod of A - °- *43*. 
Ferrara betrayed bis weaknefs ; and the Latins 
opened the firft feflion with only five archbifhops, 
eighteen bifhops , and ten abbots , the greateft 
part of whom were the fubjedts or countrymen 
of the Italian pontiff. Except the duke of Bur- 
gundy , none of the potentates of the Weft 
• con def tended to appear in perfon, or by their 
ambaffadors, nor was it poffible to fupprefs the 
judicial ads of Bafil againft the dignity and 
perfon of Eugenius, which were finally concluded 
by a new ele&ion. Under thefe circumftances , 
a truce or delay was aflced , and granted , till 
Palseologus could exped from the coufejit of the 
Latins fome temporal reward for an unpopular 
union ; and , after the firft feflion , the public 
proceedings were adjourned above fix months. 
The emperor, with a chofen band of his favor- 
ites and Janizaries, fixed his fummer refidence 
at a pleafant fpacious monaftery , fix miles from 
Ferrara ; forgot , in. the pleafures of the chace , 
the diftrcfs of the church and ftate ; % and perfifted 
in deftroying the game, without liftening to the 
juft complaints of the marquis or the huiband- 
man ". In the -mean while, his unfortunate 
Vol. XL Z ♦' 
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chap. Greeks were expofcd to all the miferies of exile 
ixvi. and poverty; for the fupport of each ftranger , a 
monthly allowance was afligned of three or four 
gold florins; and although the entire fum did not 
amount to feven hundred florins , a long arrear 
was repeatedly incurred by the indigence or 
policy of the Roman court ,f . They fighed for 
N a fpeedy deliverance , but their efc^pe was pre- 
vented by a triple chain : a paflport from their 
fuperiors was required .at the gates of Ferrara; 
the government of Venice had engaged to arreft 
and fend back the fugitives ; and inevitable 
punilhment awaited them at.Conftantinople ; ex- 
communication, fines, and a fentence, which 
did not refpedl the facerdotal dignity,, that they- 
fhould be ftripped naked and publicly whipped *\ 
It was only by the alternative of hunger or 
difputc that the Greeks could be perfuaded to 
open the firft conference; and they yielded with 
extreme relu&ance to attend from Ferrara to 
Florence the rear of a flying fynod. This new 
tranflation was urged by inevitable neceflity; the 
city was vifited by the plague; the fidelity of 
the marquis might be fufpedled; the mercenary 
troops of the duke of Milan were at the gates; 
and as they occupied Romagna , it was not 
without difficulty and danger that the pope , 
the emperor , and the bifhops , explored their 
way through the unfrequented paths of the 
Apennine 4 \ 

Yet all thefe obftacles were furmounted by 
time and policy. The violence of the fathers of 
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Bafil rather promoted than injured the caufe chat. 
of Eugenius: the nations of Europe abhorred the lxvi. 
fchifin, and difowned the eledion, of Felix the 
fifth, who was fucceffively a duke of Savoy, 
an hermit, and a pope; and the great princes 
were gradually reclaimed by his- competitor to a 
favourable neutrality and a firm attachment. The 
legates /with fo'me refpedlable members, defertecl 
to the Roman army, whidi infeqfibly rofe* in 
numbers and reputation : the council of Bafil was 
reduced to thirty-nine bifhops, and three hifndred 
of the inferior clergy "; while the Latins of 
Florence could produce the fubfcriptions of the 
pope himfelf, eight cardinals, two patriarchs, 
eight archbilhops , fifty-two bifhops , and forty- 
five abbots , or chiefs of religious orders. After 
the labour of nine months , and the debates of 
twenty-five feflions , they attained the advantage 
and glory of the re-union of the Greeks. Four 
principal queftions had been agitated between 
the two churches: i. The ufe of unleavened 
bread in the communion of Chrift's body. 2. Tha 
nature of purgatory. 3 The fuprcmacy of the. 
pope. And , 4. The Angle or double proceffion 
of the Holy Ghoft. The caufe of either nation 
was managed by ten theological champions :• th$ 
Latins were fnpported by the inexhauftible elo- 
quence of cardinal Julian; and Mark of Epbefus 
and Beflarion of Nice were the bold and able 
leaders of the Greek forces. We may fceftow* 
fome praife on the progrefs of human rfeafcn, by: 
obferving , that the fifft of tbefe queftions \ya§ > 

'■■?*" 
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chap, now treated as an immaterial rite , which migfo 
IrXVi. innocently vary with the faihion of the age and 
country. With regard to the fecond, both parties 
yrere agreed in the belief of an intermediate (late 
of purgation for the venial fins of the faithful $ 
and whether their fouls were purified by elemental 
fire, was a doubtful point, which in a few years 
might be conveniently fettled on the fpot by 
the* difputants. The claims of fupremacy ap* 
peared of a more weighty and fubfbntial kind ; 
yet by the Orientals the Roman bifhop had cvtt 
been refpe&ed as the firft of the five patriarchs;* 
ntfr did they fcruple to admit, that his jurifdic- 
tion fhould be exercifed agreeable to the holy 
canons ; a vague allowance , which might be de- 
fined or eluded by occafional convenience. The 
proceflion of the Holy Ghoft front the Father 
alone, or from the Father and the Son, was an 
article of faith which had funk much deeper into 
the minds of men; and in the feffions of Ferrara 
and Florence, the Latin addition of filioquc was 
fcibdivided into two questions, whether it were 
legal, and whether it were orthodox. Perhaps 
it may not be neceffary to boaft on this fubjed 
of my own impartial indifference; but I ftiuft 
think tkat the Greeks were ftrongly fupported 
by the prohibition of the council of Chalcedon, 
againft adding any article whatfoever to the creed 
of Nice r or rather of Conftantinople ". In earthly 
affairs, it is not eafy to conceive how an aOem- 
Ijly of Jegiftators can bind their fucceffors inverted ' 
V^ith powers ecjual to< their ovfti. But the dictates 
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of infpiration mull be true and unchange- chap* 
able; nor fhould a private bifhop, or a provin- lxvi. 
vpial fynod, ,have prefumed to innovate againft 
the judgment of the Catholic church. On the 
fubftance of the dodtrine, the controverfy was 
equal and endlefs: reafon is confounded by the 
proceffion of a deity; the gofpel, which lay on 
the altar, was filent; the various texts of the 
fathers might be corrupted by fraud or entangled 
by fophiflry; and the Greeks were ignorant of 
the characters and writings of the Latin faints # \ 
Of this at Jeaft we may be fure, that neither 
fide could be convinced by the arguments of 
their opponents. Prejudice may be enlightened 
by reafon, and a fuperficial glance may be recti- 
fied by a clear and more perfedt view of an ob- 
ject adapted to our faculties. But the bifhops 
and monks had been taught from their infancy . 
to repeat a form of words ; their national and 
perfonal honour depended on the repetition of 
the fame founds; and their narrow fliinds were 
hardened and inflamed by the acrimony of a 
public difpute. 

While they were loft in a cloud of duft and Negotiations 
darknefs , the pope and emperor were defirous of Q" e g k * he 
a feeming union , which could alone accomplilh 
% the purpofes of their interview; and the obftinacy 
of public difpute was foftened by the arts of pri- 
vate and perfonal pegocjation. The patriarch 
Jofeph had funk under the weight of age and in- 
firmities; his dying voice breathed the counfels 
of charity and. concord, and his vacant benefice 

Z3 
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t tt A p. might, tempt the hopes of the ambitious clergy. 
lxyi. The ready and a&ive obediencfe of the arch- 
bifhops of Ruffia and Nice , of Ifidore and Bef- 
farion, was prompted and rccompenfed by their 
fpeedy promotion to the dignity of cardinals. 
Beffarion , in the firft debates , had flood forth 
the rooft ftrenuous and eloquent champion of the 
Greek church; and if the apoftate, the baftard, 
was reprobated by his country' 5 , he appears in 
ecclefiaftical ftory a rare example of a patriot 
who was recommended to court -favour by loud 
oppofition and well-timed compliance. With the 
aid of his two fpiritual coadjutors > the emperor 
applied his arguments to the general fituation 
and perfonal charadler of the bifhops , and each 
was fucceflively moved by authority and example. 
Their revenues were in the hands of the Turks, 
their perfons in thofe of the Latins: an epifcopal 
treafure , three robes and forty ducats , was foon 
exhaufted": the hopes of their return ftill de- 
pended on the fhips of Venice and the alms of 
Rome ; and fuch was their indigence , that their 
arrears, the payment of a debt, would be ac- 
cepted as a favour, and might operate as a bribe' 7 . 
The danger and relief of Conftantinople might 
cxcufe fome prudent and pious diffimulation ; 
and it was infmuated , that the obftinate heretics 
who fhould refift the con fen t of the Eaft and 
Weft, would be abandoned in a hoftile land to 
the Tevenge or juftice of the Roman pontiff". 
In the firft private afTembly of the Greeks, the 
formulary of union was approved by twenty-four, 
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and rejedted by twelve, members: but the five chap. 
crofs -bearers of St. Sophia, who afpircd to re- l^vi. 
prefent the patriarch , were difqualified by an- 
cient discipline ; and their right of voting was 
transferred *to an obfequious train of monks, 
grammarians, and profane laymen. The will of 
the monarch produced a falfe and fervile unani- 
mity, and no more than two patriots bad courage 
to fpeak their own fentiments and thofe of their 
country. Demetrius, the emperor's brother, re- 
tired to Venice, that he might not be witnefs of 
the upion ; and Mark of Ephefus, miftaking per- 
haps his pride for his conscience, disclaimed all 
communion with the Latin heretics, and avowed 
himfelf the champion and confeffor of the ortho- 
dox creed ". In the treaty between the two na- i 
tions , feveral forms of confent were propofed , 
fuch as might fatisfy the Latins, without dif- 
honouring the Greeks : and they weighed the 
fcruples of words and Syllables, till the theological 
balance trembled with a flight preponderance in 
favour of the Vatican. It was agreed ( I mod intreat 
the attention of the reader), that the Holy Ghoft 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, as from one 
principle and one fubftance ; that he proceeds by. 
the Son , being of the fame nature and fubftance, 
and that he proceeds from the Father and the 
Son , by one fpiration and produdtion. It is lefs 
difficult to underftand the articles of the preli- 
minary treaty; that the pope fbould defray all 
the expences of the Greeks in their return home ; 
that he fhould annually maintain two gallies and 

Z 4 
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chap, three hundred foldiers for the defence of Coiw 
IX vi. ftantinople; that all the (hips which tranfported 
pilgrims to Jerusalem, fhould be obliged to touch 
at that port , that as often as they were required, 
the pope fhould furnilh ten gallies for a year , or 
twenty for fix months; and tfaAt he fhould power* 
fully folicit the princes of Europe, if the emperor 
had occafion for land-forces. 

The fame year, apd almoft the fame day, 
were marked by the depofition of Eugenius at 
aTd. 1438, BafiL; and , at Florence , by his re-unioli of the 
June as. Greeks and Latins. In the former fy nod •( \vhich 
he fty led indeed an affembly of daemons), the 
pope was branded with the guilt of fimony, 
perjury, tyranny, herefy, and fchifm 7 *; and de- 
clared to be incorrigible in his vices , unworthy 
of any title , and incapable of holding any eccler 
Re-wnion ©f fiaftiqal office. In tjie latter , he was revered as 
the Greeks t b e true anc | \y ]y vicar of Ghfift, who, after a 
Reparation of fix hundred years, had reconciled 
the Catholics of the Eaft and Weft , in one fold, 
and under one flieptard. The ad of utuon was 
jfubferibed by the pope , the emperor , and* the 
principal members of both churches ; even by thofe 
who, like Syropujus 71 , had been deprived of the 
Tight of voting. Two copies might have fufficed 
for the Eaft and Weft ; by t Eugenius was not 
fatisfied , unlefs four authentic and fimilar tran<- 
fcripts were figned and attefted as the monuments 
of his vi&ory 7 \ Qn a paemorable day , the fixth 
of July , the fucceflors of St, Peter and Conftan- 
tinc afcended their thrones ; the two nations 
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aflembled in the cathedral of Florence; their repre- CHu t 
fentatives, cardinal Julian and Beffarion archbiihop txvi* 
of Nice, appeared in the pulpit, \and, after reading 
in their refpedive tongues the ad: of union , they 
mutually embraced in chc name and the prefeqce 
of their applauding brethren. The pope and his 
minifters then officiated according to the Roman 
liturgy ; the creed was chaunted with the addition 
of filioque ; the acquiefcence of the Greeks was 
poorly excufed by their ignorance of the harmo* 
nious, but inarticulate , founds 7t ; and the more 
fcrupulous Latins refufed any public celebration 
of the Byzantine rite. Yet the emperor and bis 
clergy were no( totally unmindful of national 
honour. The treaty was ratified by their confent;, 
it was tacitly agreed that no innovation fliouldbe 
attempted in their creed or ceremonies; they 
fpared , and fecretly refpedecj. , the generous 
iirmnefs of Mark of Ephefus; and on the deceafe 
of the patriarch , they refufed to eled his fucceffor, 
except in the cathedral of St. Sophia. In the 
diftribution of public and private rewards , the 
liberal pontiff exceeded their hopes and his promis- 
es : the Greeks , with lefs pomp and pride , re- Their return 
turned by t]je fame road of Ferrara and Venice ; t0 Couftaatf. 
and their reception at Conftantinople was fuch as jlV/iw, 
will be defcribed in the following chapter 7 \ The February <* 
fnccefs of the firft trial encouraged Eugenius to 
repeat the fame edifying fcenes ; and the deputies v 
of the Armenians, the Maronites, the Jacobites 
of Syria and Egypt , the Neftorians and the 
^Ethiopians, we*e fucceflivejy introduced, tokifs 
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fcXVI. 



Final peace 
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church, 
JL D. 1449. 



State of the 
Greek lan- 
guage at 
Conftanti- 
uople , 
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the feet of the Rqmati pontiff, and to announce 
the obedience and the orthodoxy of the Eaft. 
Thefe Oriental embaflfies , unknown in the coun- 
tries which they prefumed to reprefent 7 \ diffufed 
over the Weft the fame of Eugenius : and a 
clamour was artfully propagated againft the rem- 
nant of a fchifm in Switzerland and Savoy, which ' 
alone impeded the harmony of the Chriftian world. 
The vigour of oppofition was fucceeded by the 
laffitude of defpair : the council of Bafil was 
filently diffolved ; and Fcelix , renouncing the 
tiara, again withdrew to the devout or delicious 
hermitage of Ripaille 7 *. A general peace was 
fecured by mutual ads of oblivion and indemnity: 
all ideas of reformation fubfided; the popes con- 
tinued to exercifc and abufe their ecclefiaftical 
defpotifm ; nor has Rome' been fince ,difturbed 
by the mifchiefs of a contefted cledion 77 . 

The journies of three emperors were unavail- 
ing for their temporal , or perhaps their fpiritual: 
falvation ; but they *were productive of a bene- 
ficial confequence; ijthe revival o^the Greek learn- 
ing in Italy, from whence it was propagated to 
the laft nations of the Weft and North. In their 
loweft fervitude and depreffion , th^. fubjeds of 
the Byzantine throne were ftill poffeffed of a 
golden key that could unlock the treafures of 
antiquity; of a mufical and prolific language, 
that gives a foul to the objeds of fenfe, aud a 
body to the abftradions of philofophy. Since the 
barriers of the monarchy, and even of the capit- 
al , had been trampled under foot, the various 
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Barbarians had doubtlefs corrupted the form and chap. 
fubftance of the national dialed ; and ample lxvi. 
gloffaries have been compofed t to \nterpret a 
'multitude of words , of Arabic, Turkiflj, Scla- 
vonian, Latin, or French origin 7i . But a purer 
idiom was fpoken in the court and taught in the 
^college; and the flourifhing Rate of the language 
is defcribed , and perhaps embellifhed , by a learn- 
ed Italian 7 ', who, by a long refidence and noble 
marriage *° , Was naturalized at Conftan'tinople 
about thirty years before the Turkifli conquefc 

* The vulgar fpeech," fays Philelphus 9l , "has 

* been depraved by the people > and infeded by 
<c the multitude of ftrangers and merchants, who 
Cc every day flock to the city and mingle with 
a the inhabitants. It is from the difciples of fuch 
u a fchool that the Latin language received the 

* verfions of Ariftotle and Plato; fo obfcurc in 
" fenfe, and in fpirit fo poor. But the Greeks 
cc who have efcaped the contagion, are thofe 
cc whom we follow ; agd they alone are worthy 
a of our imitation. In familiar difcourfe, they 

a ftill fpeak the tongue of Ariftophanes and v 
a Euripides, of the hiftorians and philofophers 
cc of Athens ; and the ftyle of their writings is 
" ftill more elaborate and corredt. The^ perfons 
<f who , by their birth and offices , are attached 
€C to the Byzantine court , are thofe who main- 
" tain, with the leaft alloy, the ancient ftandard 
c * of elegance and purity; and the native graces 
<c of language moft confpicuoufly fhine among 
c ? the noble matrons , \yho are excluded from all 
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chap. cc intcrcourfe with foreigners., With foreigners do 
l#vi. cc I&y ? They live retired and fequeftered from the 
\ a eyes of tjieir fellow-citizens. Seldom are they feea 
<c in the ftreets ; and when they leave their houfes 9 ° 
* it is in the duOc of evening, on vifits to the 
u churches and their near ell kindred. On thefc 
* c occafions, they arc onhorfeback, covered with 
€i a veil, and encompaffed by their parents, their 
cc hulbands , or their fervants M . " 

Among the Qreeks , a numerous and opulent 
clergy was dedicated to the fervice of religion : 
their monks and bilhops have ever been diftiib- 
guifhed by the gravity and aufterity of their 
manners; nor were they diverted, like the Latii? 
priefts , by the purfuits and pleafures of a fecular, 
and even military , life. After a large deduction 
for the time and talents that were loft; in the 
devotion , the lazinefs 9 and the difcord , of the 
church and cloyfter, the more inquifitive and 
ambitious minds would explore the facred and 
profane erudition of their native language. The 
ecclefiaftics prefided over the education of youth ; 
. 'the. (Schools of philofophy and eloquence were 
perpetuated till the fall of the empire : and it may 
be affirmed , that more books and more know- 
ledge were included within the walls of Con- 
ftantinople than could be difperfed over the 
ComparifoB extenfive countries of the Weft ". But an im- 
/ oi the ( f rfeki portant diftin&ion has been already noticed : the 
Greeks were ftationary or retrograde , while the 
Latins were advancing with a rapid and progreflive 
motion. The nations were excited by the fpirit 
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cif independence and emulation ; and even the craP< 
little world of the Italian « dates contained more ixvi* 
people and induftry than the decreafmg circle of 
the Byzantine empire. In Europe, the lower 
tanks of fociety were relieved from tEe yoke of 
feudal fervitude ; and freedom is the firft ftep to 
curiofity and knowledge. The ufe, howevef 
rude and corrupt, of the Latin tongue had been 
preferved by fuperftitionj the uni verfities , from 
.Bologna to Oxford ,4 , were peopled with thou- 
fands of fcholarrs; and their rrfifguided ardour 
might be directed to more liberal and manly 
ftudies. In the refurredion of fcience , Italy was 
the firft that caff away her fhroud ; and the 
eloquent Petrarch , by his leffons and his example, 
may juftly be applauded as the firft harbinger of 
day. A purer ftyle of compofition , a more gene- 
rous and rational ftrain of fentiment , flowed from 
the ftudy and imitation of the writers of ancient 
Rome; and the difciples of Cicero and Virgil 
approached , with reverence and love , the fanc- 
tuary of their Grecian mafters. In the lack of 
Conftan tinople , the French, and even the Vene- 
tians , had defpifed and deftroyed the works of 
Lyfippus and Homer: the monuments of art may 
be annihilated by a fingle blow ; but the immortal 
mind is renewed arid multiplied by the copies of 
the pen ; and'fuch copies it was the ambition d€ 
Petrarch and his friends to poffefs and underftand. 
The arms of the Turks undoubtedly prefled the 
flight of the mufes; yet we may tremble at the 
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XXVI. 



Revival of 
the Greek 
learning in 
Italy* 



thought, that Greece might have been over- 
whelmed, with her fchools and libraries, before 
Europe bad emerged from the deluge of barbarifm; 
that the feeds of fcience might have been fcattered 
by the winds, before the Italian foil was prepared 
for their cultivation. 

The moft learned Italians of the fifteenth cen- 
tury have confeffed and applauded the reftoratiort 
of Greek literature, after a long oblivion of many 
hundred years 81 . Yet in that country, and beyond, 
the Alps, fome*names are quoted; fome profound 
fcholars , who in the darker ages were honour- 
ably diftinguifhed by their knowledge of the 
Greek tongue ; and national vanity has been* loud 
in the praife of fuch rare examples of erudition. 
Without fcrutinizing the merit of individuals , 
truth muft obferve that their fcience is without 
a caufe , and without an efFed; that it was eafy 
for them to fatisfy themjfelves and their more ig- 
norant contemporaries; and that the idiom, which 
they had fo marvelloufly acquired, was tranferib-, 
cd in few manufcripts, and was not taught in 
any univerfity of the Weft. In a corner of Italy, 
it faintly exifted as the popular, or at leaft as the 
ecclefiaftical, dialed *\ The firft impreffion of 
the Doric and Ionic colonies has never been 
completely erazed: the Calabrian churches were 
long attached to the throne of Cbnftantinople; 
and the monks of St. Bafil purfued their ftudies 
in mount Athos and the fcbools of the Eaft. Ca- 
labria was the native country of Barlaam , who 
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has already appeared as a fectary and an ambaf- chap, 
fador; and Barlaam was the firft who revived, lxvl 
beyond the Alps , the memory , or at leaft the Leflbns of 
writings , of Homer 9 \ He is defcribed , by f *™ ^ 
Petrarch and Boccace 8S , as a man of a diminutive, 
ftature , though truly great in the meafure of 
learning and genius ; of a piercing difcernment, 
though of a flow and painful elocution. For 
many ages (as they affirm) Greece had not pro- 
duced his equai'in the knowledge of hiftory, 
grammar , and philofophy ; and his merit was 
celebrated in the atteftations of the princes and 
doctors of Constantinople. One of thefe attefta- 
tions is ftill extant; and -the emperor Cantacuzene^ ^ 
the prote&or of bis adverfaries, is forced to allow 
that Euclid, Ariftotle, and Plato, were familiar 
to that profound and fubtle logician 8f . In the 
.court of Avignon , he 'formed an intimate con- 
nection with Petrarch ,0 , the firft of the Latia 
fcholafs ; anfl the defire of mutual inftruftion was 
the principle of their literary commerce. The studies of 
Tufcan applied himfelf with eager curiofity and 9tt ™ £ 
affiduous diligence to the ftudy of the Greek' ! 335 — 137* 
language ; and in jl laborious ftruggle with the 
drynefs and difficulty of the firft rudiments, h$ 
began to reach the fenfe, and to feel the fpirit, 
of poets and philofophers , whofe minds were 
congenial to his own. But he was foon deprived 
of the fociety and leflbns of this ufeful afliftant : 
Barlaam relinquifhed his fruitlefs embafly; and, 
on his return to Greece , he rafhly provoked 
the fwarms pf fanatiq mopks , fry attempting tq 
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c H A p. fubftitute the light of reafon to that of their navel, 
ixvi. After a reparation of three years , .the twb friends 
again met in the court of Naples \ but the gene-* 
tous pupil reoounced the faireft occafion of im- 
provement ; and by his recommendation Barlaam 
was finally fettled in a fmall bifhopric of his na- 
tive Calabria #I . The manifold avocations of Pe* 
trarch , love and friendship , his. various corre- 
spondence and frequent joufnies i the Roman 
laurel , and his elaborate compofitions in prbfe 
and verfe, in Latin and Italian, diverted him from 
a foreign idiom i and as hd advanced in life , the 
attainment of the Greek language was the objedfc 
** of his wiflies , rathef than of his hopes. When 
he was about fifty years of age, a Byzantine am- 
baflador, his friend, and a mafter of both tongues, 
prefented him with a copy of Homer ; and the 
anfwer of Petrarch is at once expreffive of his; 
eloquence , gratitude , and regtet. After celebrat- 
ing the generofity of the donor ; and the valpe 
of a gift more precious in his eftimation than 
gold or rubies, he thus proceeds: "Your prefent 
w of the genuine and original text of the divine 
Cft poet, the fountain of all invention, is worthy 
a of yourfelf arid of me : you have fulfilled your 
<c promife , and fatisfied my defires. Yet your 
* liberality is ftill imperfed : with Homer you 
a fliould have given me yourfelf; a guide, who 
cc could lead me into the fields of light , and 
u difclofe to my wondering eyes the fpecious 
<c miracles of the Iliad and Odyffey. But , alas ! 
? Homer is dumb, or I am deaf; nor is it in my 

* power 
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tt power to enjoy the beauty which I poffefs. I c h a p, 

V have feated him by the fide pf Plato, the prince txvi* 

" of poets near the prince of philofophers 5 and 

" I glory in the fight of my illuftripus guefts* 

w Of theirimmortal writings , whatever had been 

fc tranflated into the Latin idiom j I had already 

cc acquired; but* if there be no profit , there is 

<c fome pleafure * in beholding thefe venerable 

a Greeks in their proper and national habit, I 

"nam delighted with the afped of Homer; and as 

* c often as I embrace the filent volume, I exclaim 

tt with a figh*. illuftrious bfcrd! with what plea* 

cc fure fhould 1 ljften to thy fdftg, if my fenfe o£ 

cc hearing were not obftrudled and loft by the *• 

cc death of one friend , and in the much lamented 

* abfende of another. Nor do I yet defp^ir; and 
cc the example of Cato fuggefts fome comfort and 

* hope , fince it was in the laft period of age 
tt that he attained the knowledge of the Greek 

* letters V 

The prize Which eluded the efforts of Petrarch, **f **<>***<* 
•Was obtained by the fortune and induftry of his et " f# ' * ° 4 
friend Boccace 9 \ the father of the Tufcan profe. 
That popular writer, who derives his reputation 
from the Decameron, an hundred novels of plea- 
santry and love, may afpire to the more feripus 
praife of reftoring in Italy the ftiidy of the Greek 
language* In the year one thoiifand three hundred 
and fixty, a difcipie of Barlaara* whofe name - 
was Leo , or Leontius Pilatus , was detained. irt 
liis way to Avignon by the advice ancthofpitality 
of Boccace, who lodged the ftranger in his houfe, 
Vol, XX A a 



thgitized by 



Google 



354 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, prevailed -on the republic of Florence to allow 

lxvi. jjj m au annua i ftipend, and devoted his leifure 

to the firft Greek profeffor , who taught that 

language in the Weftern countries of Europe. 

teo pnatns, The appearance of Leo might difguft the moil 

fi rofSbrat ea S er difciple; he was clothed in the mantle of a 

Florence, and philofopher , or a mendicant ; his countenance 

in the Weft, was hid eous ; hi s f acc Was overlhadowed with 

«36o— u ^ black hair ; his beard long and uncombed ; his 
deportment ruftic; his temper gloomy and incon- 
stant ; nor could he grace his difcourfe with the 
ornaments , or even the perfpicuity , of Latin 
elocution. But his mind was ftored with a 
trcafure of Greek learning: hiftory and fable, 
philofophy and grammar, were alike at his 
command; and he read the poems of Homer in 
the fchools of Florence. It was from his expla- 
nation that Boccace compofed and transcribed a 
literal prbfe verfion of the Iliad and Odyffey, 
which fatisfied the thirft of his friend Petrarch, 
and which perhaps, in the fucceeding century, 
was clandeftinely ufed by Laurentius Valla , the 
Latin interpreter. It was from his narratives that 
th« fame Boccace collected the materials for his 
treatife on the genealogy of the heathen gods, a 
Avork, in that age, of ftupendous erudition, and 
which he oftentatioufly fprinkled with Greek 
•characters and pafTages , to excite the wonder and 
applaufe of his more ignorant readers *\ The 
firft fteps of learning are flow and laborious; no 
more than ten votaries of Homer could be enumer- 
ated in all Italy; and neither Rome, n<?r Venice, 
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nor Naples , could add a (ingle name to this chap, 
ftudious catalogue* But their numbers would lxvi. 
have multiplied, their progrefs would have beer* 
accelerated , if the inconftant Leo , at the end of 
three years , had not relinquished an houpurable 
and beneficial ftation. In his paffage , Petrarch 
entertained him at Padua a fhort time; he enjoyed 
the fcholar , but was juftly offended with the 
gloomy and unfocial temper of the man. Difcon- 
tented with the world and with himfelf, Leo 
depreciated his prefent enjoyments; while abfent 
perfons and obje&s were dear to his imagination. 
In Italy he was a Theftalian, in Greece a. native 
of Calabria ; in the oomrany of the Latins he 
difdained their language , nHigion , and manner ; 
no fooner was he landed at Conftantinople, than 
he again fighed for the wealth of Venice and the 
elegance of Florence. His Italian friends were 
deaf to his importunity; he depended on their 
curiotity and indulgence , and embarked on a 
fecond voyage ; but on his entrance into the 
Adriatic , the fhip was affailed by a tempeft , and 
the unfortunate teacher , who like Ulyffes had 
fattened himfelf to the mall, was ftruck dead by 
a f^afh of lightning. « The humane Petrarch dropt 
a tWr on his difafter ; but he was moft anxious 
to learn whether fome copy of Euripides or 
Sophocles might not be faved from the lianas 6f 
the mariners 9 \ 

But the faint rudiments of Greek learning , Foundation 
which Petrarch had encouraged and Boccace * fthe Greek 
had planted, foon withered and expired. The i w iy by aia- 
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"chap, fucceeding generation was content for a white. 
ljcvt, with the improvement of Latin eloquence : not 
frnei chryfo- was it before the end of the fourteenth century y 
0^a$, that a new and perpetual flame wa3 rekindled ia 

i»9o^i4is. l**ty "• Previous to his own journey , the 
emperor Manuel difpatched his envoys and orators 
to implore the compaffion of the Weftern princes* 
, Of thefe envoys , the raoft confpicuous , or the 

mod learned , wa« Manuel Chryfoloras * 7 , of 
noble birth , and whofe Roman anceftors are 
fuppofed to have migrated with thfc great .Con- 
ftantine. After vifiting the courts of France and 
England, where he obtained fome contributions 
and more promifes , ihe envoy was invited to 
affume the office of4[ profeffor* and Florence 
had again the honour of this fecond invitation. 
By his lujowledge, not only of tjie Gree^, but 
of the Latin, tongue, Chryfoloras deferved the 
{Upend , and furpaffed the expe&atioh , of the 
republic: his fchool was frequented by a crowd 
of difciples of every rank and age* and one of 
thefe , in a general hiftory, has defcribed his 
motives and his fuccefs. cc At that time," fays 
Leonard Aretin M , " I was a ftudent of the civil 
€c law ; but my foul was inflamed with the love 
fc of letters ; and I beftowed fome application, on 
€C the fciences of logic and rhetoric. On the 
" arrival of Manuel, I hefitated whether I fliould 
cc defert my legal ftudies , or relinquifli this 
cc golden opportunity; and thus, in the ardour 
<c of youth , I communed with my own mind— 
" Wilt thou be wanting to thyfelf and thy 
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* fortune ? Wilt thou refufe to be introduced to cRi p. 
* ft a familiar converfe with Homer { Plato, and txvi. 

cc Demofthenes? with thofe poets, philosophers, 

* and orators, of whom fuch wonders are related, ' 
u and who are celebrated by every age as the 

<c great matters of human fcienc^ ? Of profeffors 
" and fcholars in civil law, a fufficient fupply 
* c will always be found in our univerfities ; but 
" a teacher, and fuch a teacher, of the Greek 
cc language, if he once be fuffered jto efca]pc, 
fQ may never afterwards be retrieved. Convinced 
<c by thefe reafons, I gave myfelf to Chryfoloras; 
cc and fo ftrong was my paflion, that the leffons 
w which I had imbibed in the day were the coit- 
< c ftant fubjed of my nightly dreams "* " At \ 
the fame time and place , the Latin claffics were 
explained ^by John of Ravenna , the domeftic 
pupil of Petrarch l0 ° : the Italians,, who illuftrated 
their age and country , were formed in this 
double fchool ; and Florence became the fruitful ' 
feminary of Greek and Roman erudition ,t \ The 
prefenee of the emperor recalled Chryfoloras ; 

from the college to the court; but he afterwards 
taught at Pavia and Rome with equal induftry 
and applaufe. The remainder of his life, about 
fifteen years , was divided between Italy and 
Conftantinople ; between embaffies and leffons* 
In the noble office of enlightening a foreign 
nation , the gramqiarian was not unmindful of a 
-more facrcd duty to his prince and country; and 
Emanuel Chryfoloras died at Conftance on- % 
public ; miffion horn the emperor to the council, 
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chap. After his example , the reftoration of the Greek 
lxvi. letters in Italy was profecuted by a feries of 

The Greeks emigrants, who were deftnute of fortune, and 
a. n. endowed with learning , or at leaft with language. 

1400 — 15:0. From the terror or oppreflion of theTurkifli arms, 
the natives of Theffalonica and Conftantinople 
efcaped to a land of freedom , curiofity , and 
wealth. The fynod introduced into Florence the 
lights of the Greek church and the oracles of the 
Platonic philofopby: and the fugitives who ad- 
hered to the union, had the double merit of re- 
nouncing their country, not onjy for the Chriftian, 
but for * the Catholic, caufe. A patriot, who 
facrifices his party and confeience to the allure- 
ments of favour, may be poffeffed however of 
the private and focial virtues : he no longer hears 
the reproachful epithets, of flave and apoftate; and 
the confideration which he acquires among his 
new affociates, will reftore in his own eyes the 

Cardinal Bet dignity of his charader. The prudent conformity 

farionietc Q f Beffarion was rewarded with the Roman 
purple : he fixed his refidence in Italy ; and the 
Greek cardinal , the titular patriarch of Conftan- 
tinople, was refpeded as the chief and protedor 
of his nation xo1 : his abilities were exercifed in 
the legations of Bologna, Venice, Germany, and 
France; and his eledion to the chair of St. Peter 
floated for a moment on the uncertain breath of 
a conclave. 1 * 1 . His ecclefiaftical honours <liffufed 
a fplendour and pre-eminence over bis literary 
merit and fervice:-bis palace was a fchool ; as 
often as the cardinal vifited the Vatican, he was 
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attended by a learned train of both nations xo *; c ha ** 
of men applauded by tbemfelves and the public; ixvi- 
and whofe writings , now overfpread with duft, 
were popular and ufeful in their own times. I 
ihall not attempt to enumerate the reftorers of 
Grecian literature in the fifteenth century ; and it 
may be fufficient to mention with gratitude the 
names of Theodore Gaza, of George of Trebizond, 
of John Argyropulus, and Demetrius Chalcocon-< 
dyles , who taught their native language in the The | r f a «i M 
fchools of Florence and Rome. Their labours and merit*, 
were , not inferior to thofe of Beffarion , whofe 
purple they revered, and whofe fortune was the 
fecret objed of their envy. But the life of thefe 
grammarians was humble and obfcure: they had 
declined the lucrative paths of the church; their 
drefs and manners fecluded them from the com- 
merce of the world ; and fince they were confined 
to the merit, they might be content with the 
rewards, of learning. From this charader, Janus 
Lafcaris xos will deferve an exception. His elo- 
quence , politenefs , and Imperial defceht , reconv- 
mended him to the French monarchs; and in the 
fame cities he was alternately employed to teach 
and to negociate. Duty and inteteft prompted 
them to cultivate the ftudy of the Latin language; 
and the moft fuccefsfut attained the faculty of 
writing and Speaking with fluency and ekgance 
in a foreign idiom., But they ever retained the 
inveterate vanity of their country: their praife, 
or at lead their efteera, was referved for the na- 
tional writers , to whom they owed their fame 
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chap, and fubfift^nce ; and they fometimes betrayed 
ixvu their contempt in licentious criticifm or fatire on 
Virgil's poetry and the oratory of Tully x *'. The 
fuperiority of thefe mafters arofe from the familiar 
ufe of a living language; and their firft difciples 
N were incapable of difcerning how far they had 
degenerated from the knowledge , and even th$ 
pra&ice , of their anceftors. A vicious pronunciar 
tion ,0 \ which they introduced , was banifhed' 
from the fchools by the reafon of the fucceeding 
3ge. Of the power of the Greek accents they 
were ignorant: and thofe mqfiqal notes, whioh, 
from an Attic tongue, and to an Attic ear, muft 
have been the fecret foul of harmony, were to 
their eyes, as to our own, no more than mute 
and unmeaning marks; in profe fuperfluous, and 
troublefome in verfe. The art of grammar they 
truly poffeffed: the valuable fragments of Apolr 
Jouius and Herodian were tfansfufed into their 
Jeflbps; and their treatifes of fyntax and etymon 
logy, though devoid of phtfofophic fpirit, are 
ftill ufeful to the Greek ftudent, In the fhip- 
wreck of the Byzantine libraries , each fugitive 
feized a fragment of treafure, a copy o£ fome 
author, who, without his induftry, might have 
perifhed : the tranferipts were multiplied by an 
pfliduous, and fometimes an elegant, pen; and 
the text was corrected and explained by their 
own comments, or thofe of the elder fcholiafts f 
The fenfe,. though not the fpirit, of the Creel*, 
daffies, was interpreted to the Latin world: th? 
bgglities pf ftyle evaporate ij* * verfionj but ths 
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judgment of Theodore Gaza feleded the more chap. 
folid works of Ariftotle and Theophraftus , and i,xvi, 
their natural hiftories of animals and plants opened 
Z rich fund of genuine and experimental fcience. 

Yet the fleeting. fhfidows of metaphyfics were The Piatoaio 
purfued with more curiofity and ardour. After p,li,o^ophy • 
a long oblivion, PJato was revived in Italy by 
a venerable Greek lo \ who taught in the houfe 
of Cofmo of Medicis. While the fynod of Florence 
was involved in theological debate , fome be- 
neficial canfequenccs jpight flow from the ftudy 
of his elegant philofophy ; .his ftyle is the pureft 
ftandard of the Attip di4led; and his fublime 
thoughts are fometimes adapted to familiar coi> 
verfation, and fometimes adornqjl with the richeft 
colours of poetiy and eloquence. The dialogues 
of Plato arc a dramatic pidure of the life and 
death of a fage; and, as often as he defcend? 
from the clouds , his moral fyftem inculcates th$ 
love of truth , of our country, and of ipankini 
The precept and example of Socrates recom- 
mended a modeft doubt and liberal enquiry: and 
if the Platonifts, with blind devotion, adored 
the vifions and errors of their divine mafter, their 
enthufiMm might corred the dry , dogmatic 
method of the Peripatetic fchool. So equal, yet 
fo oppofite, are the merits of Plato and Ariftotle, 
that they may be balanced in endlefs controverfyj 
but fome fpark of freedom may be produced by 
the collifion of adverfe fervitude. The modern 
Greeks were divided between the two feds ; 
with more fury than flcill they fought under th$ 
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chap, banner of their leaders; and the field of battle was 
ixvi. removed in their flight from Conftantinople to 
Rome. But this pbilofophical debate foon dege- 
nerated into an angry and perfonal quarrel of 
grammarians : and Beflarion , though an advocate 
for Plato , prote&ed the national honour , by in- 
terpofing the advice and authority of a mediator. 
In the gardens of the Medici , the academical 
dodrine was enjoyed by the polite and learned : 
but their philofophic fociety was quickly diffolv- 
ed ; and if the writings of the Attic fage were 
perufed in the clofet, the more powerful Stagyrite - 
continued to reign, the oracle of the church and 
fchool M . 
Emulation 1 have fairly- reprefented the literary merits 

•J d A p e ro L ^ s of the Greeks j yet it muft be confefled, that 
they were feconded and furpaffed by the ardour 
of the Latins. Italy was divided into many in- 
dependent Rates ; and at that time , it was the am- 
bition of princes and republics to vie with each 
other in the encouragement and reward of litera- 
Nichoias v. ture. The fame of Nicholas the fifth "° has not 
1447.L-1455. been adequate to his merits. From a plebeian 
origin , he raifed himfelf by his virtue and learn- 
ing : the charader of the man prevailed over the 
intereft of the pope; and he fharpened thofe 
weapons which were foon pointed againft the 
Roman church "\ He had been the friend of 
the mod eminent fcholars*of the age: he became 
their patron ; v and fuch was the humility of his 
^manners, that the change was fcarcely difcern- 
ible either to them or to himfelf. If he preffed 
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the acceptance of a liberal gift, it was not as the chap. 
meafure of defert, but as the proof of benevo- lxvi. 
lence ; and when modeft merit declined his 
bounty, " accept it," would he fay with a con- 
fcioufnefs of his own worth ; " you will not always 
cc have a Nicholas among ye." The influence of 
the holy fee pervaded Chriftendom; and he 
exerted that influence in the fearch, not of be- 
nefices, but of books. From the ruins of the 
Byzantine libraries , from the darkeft monafterics of 
Germany and Britain, he colleded the dufty manu- 
fcripts of the writers of antiquity ; and wherever 
the original could not be removed, a faithful copy 
was tranfcribed and tranfmitted for his nfe. The 
Vatican, the old repofitory for bulls and legends , 
for fuperftition and forgery, was daily rcplenifhed 
with more precious furniture ; and fuch was the 
induftry of Nicholas, that in a reign of eight 
years , he formed a library of five thoufand vo- 
lumes. To his munificence , the Latin world was 
indebted forN:he verfions of Xenophon, Diodorus, 
Folybius , Thucydides , Herodotus , and Appian ; 
of Strabo's geography , of the Iliad , of the moft 1 

valuable works of Plato and Arlftotle, of Ptolemy 
and Theophraftus, and of the fathers of the 
Greek church. The example of the Roman pon- Cofmo and 
tiff was preceded or imitated by a Florentine Jjj^^ of 
merchant, who governed the republic without a. d. 
arms and without a title. Cofmo of Medicis " a I428 ~ I49a ' 
was the father of a line of princes , whofe name 
and age are almoft fynonymous with the refto* 
ration of learning : his credit was ennobled into ' 
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chap. f ame . ^£5 riches were dedicated to the fervice of 
ixvi. mankind ; he correfponded at once with Cairo 
and London: and a cargo of Indian (pices and 
Greek books was often imported in the fame 
veffel. The genius and education of his grandfon 
Lorenzo rendered him , not only a patron , but 
a judge and candidate, in the literary race. In 
his palace, diftrefs was entitled to relief, and 
merit to reward: his leifure hours were delight- 
fully fpent in the Platonic academy: he encour- 
aged the emulation of Demetrius Chalcocondyles 
and Angelo Politian; and his a&ive miffionary 
Janus Lafcaris returned from the Eaft with a 
treafure of two hundred manufcripts, fourfcore 
of which were as yet unknown in the libraries 
of Europe ,, \ The reft of Italy was animated 
by a fimilar fpirit , and the progrefs of the nation 
repaid the. liberality of her princes. The Latin6 
held the exclufive property of their own litera- 
ture: and thefe difciples of Greece were foon 
capable of tranfmitfeing and improving the leffons 
which they had imbibed. After a fhort fucceffion 
, of foreign teachers , the tide of emigration fub- • 

fided; but the language of Conftantinople was 
fpread beyond the Alps; and the natives of 
France, Germany, and England 11 *, imparted to 
their country the facred fire which they had kin- 
dled in the fchools of Florence and Rome " 5 . la 
the productions of the .mind f as in thofe of the 
foil , the gifts of nature are excelled by induftry 
and fltiil; the Greek authors, forgotten on the 
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banks of the Ili'fTus, have been illuftrated on chap; 
thofe of the Elbe and the Thames: and Beffa- lxy!% 
rion or Gaza might have envied the fuperior fcience 
of the Barbarians; the accuracy of Buckeus, the 
tafte of Erafmus, the copjoufnefs of Stephens r 
the erudition of Scaliger, the difcernment of 
Reiflce, or of Bentley. On the fide of the La- 
tins , the difcovery of printing was a cafual ad- 
vantage: but this ufeful art has been applied by 
Aldus, and his innumerable fucceffors, to per- 
petuate and multiply the works of antiquity xl *. 
A fmgle manufcript imported from Greece is re- 
vived in ten thoufand copies 5 and each copy is 
fairer than the original. I& this form , Homer 
and Plato would perufe with more ' fatisfadion 
th$ir own writings: and their fcholiafts muftrefign 
the prize to the labours of our weftern editors. 

Before the revival of claffk literature , the ufe and 
Barbarians in Europe were immerfed in ienor- abufe of ari- 

it- 1 ^ 11 cicn * learn- 

ance; and their vulgar tongues, were marked ing . 
with the rudenefs and poverty of their manners. 
The ftudents of the more perfedl idioms of Rome 
and Greece , were introduced to a new world of 
light and fcience ; to the fociety of' the free and 
poliflhed nations of antiquity; and to a familiar 
converfe with thofe immortal men who fpoke 
the fublime language of eloquence and reafon. 
Such an intercourse muft tend to refine the tafte, 
and to elevate *the genius of the 'moderns: and * 
yet, from the firft experiment, it might appear 
that the ftudy of the ancients had given fetter*, 



Digitized by 



Google 



366 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, rather than wings, to the human mind. However 
LXVI. laudable, the fpirit of imitation is of a fervile 
caft; and the firft difciples of the Greeks and 
Romans were a colony of ftrangers in the midft 
of their age and country. The minute and labo- 
rious diligence which explored the antiquities of 
remote times, might have improved or adorned 
the prefent ftate of fociety: the critic and me- 
taphyfician were the flaves of Ariftotle; the 
poets, hiftorians, and orators, were proud to 
repeat the thoughts and words of the Auguftan 
age; the works of nature were obferved with 
the eyes of Pliny and Theophraftus ; and fome 
Pagan votaries profeffed a fecret devotion to the 
gods of Homer and Plato " 7 . The Italians were 
oppreffed by the ftrength and number of their 
ancient auxiliaries: the century after the deaths 
of Petrarch and Boccace was filled with a crowd 
of Latih imitators, who decently repofe on our 
{helves; but in that aera of learning, it will not 
he eafy to difcern a real difcovery of fcience, a 
work of invention or eloquence, in the popular 
language of the country "\ But as foon as it 
had i>een deeply faturated with the celeftial dew, 
the foil was quickened into vegetation and life; 
the modern idioms were refined: the claffics of 
Athens and Rome infpired a pure tafte and a 
generous emulation; and in Italy; as afterwards 
9 in France and England, the pleafing reign of 
poetry and fidlion was fucceeded by the light of 
fpeculative and experimental philofophy. Genius 
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may anticipate the feafon of maturity ; but m t % ; * 

the. education of a people, as in that of an x^*i 

individual, memory muft be exercifed, before 

the powers of reafon and fancy can be expand* 

ed; nor may the artift hope to equal or furpafr, 

till he has learned tp imitate , the works of hi* 

jpredeceflbrs. 
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CHAP. LXVlt 

Schifrti dfthe Greek* and Ldtihs.^Tteipri andChdrd&et 
of Amur at h the Second. -* Crufade of Ladislaut 
King of Hungary. — His Defeat and Death. — *. 
John Huniadcs. — Scanderbeg. — Conjiantinc PaUo* 
logos laji Emperor of the Eqfti 

HE refpe&ive merits of Rome and Conftart-» 
tinople are compared and celebrated by an eloquent 
Comparifon Greek the father of the Italian fchools \ The 
of Rome and view of the ancient capital , the feat of his an- 
ceftors, furpaffed the moil fanguine expectations 
ofEmanuelChryfoloras; and he no longer blamed 
the exclamation of an old fophift, that Rome was 
the habitation , not of men , but of gods. Thofef 
gods , and thofe men , had long fince vanilhed ; 
but, to the eye of liberal enthufiafm, the majefty 
of ruin reftored the image of her ancient profperity. 
The monuments of the confuls and Caefars i of 
the martyrs and apoftles , engaged on all fide9 
the curiofity of the philofophef and the Chriftian; 
and he confeffeii , that in every age the arms and 
the religion of Rome were deftined to reigri over' 
the earth. While Chryfoloras admired the vener- 
able beauties of the mother, he was not forgetful 
of his native, country, her faireft daughter , hei* 
Imperial colony; and the Byzantine patriot ex- 
patiates with zeal and truth , on the eternal 

advantages 
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advantages of nature, and the more tranfitory chap* 
glories of art and dominion * which adorned , of l.xvlt% 
had adorned i the city of Conftantine* Yet the 
perfection of the copy ftill redounds ( as he mo- 
deftly obferves ) to the honour of the original * 
and parents are delighted to be renewed, and 
even excelled , by the fuperior merit of their 
children. u Conftantinople, " fays the orator , 
" is fituate- on a commanding point, between 
" Europe and Afia , between the Archipelago and 
€c the Euxine. By her interpofition , the two feas* 
cc and the two continents , are united for the com- 
C€ mon benefit of nations; and the gates of com* 
<c merce may be Ihut or opened at her command* , 
c< The harbour , encompaffed on all fides by the 
cc fea and the continent , is the moft fecure and 
ct capacious in the wqfld. The walls and gates 
<c of Conftantinople may be compared with thofe 
" of Babylon : the towers are many ; each tower 
w is a folid and lofty ftru&urc ; and the fecond 
fc wall, the outer fortification, would be fufficienfi 
" for the defence and dignity of an ordinary 
"capital. A broad and rapid ftream may be in* 
cc troduced into the ditches; and the artificial 
€c ifland maybe encompaffed, like Athens*, by 
<c land or water." Two ftrong and natural caufei 
are alleged for the perfeftion of the model of new 
Rome. The royal founder reigned over the moft 
illuftrious nations of the globfc; and in the ad* 
complifhment of his defigns , the power of the. 
Romans was combined with the art and fcience 
of the Greeks. Other cities have been reared to 
Vol, XL B b 
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chap, ipaturity by accident and time ; their beauties are 
lxvii. mingled with diforder and deformity; and the in- 
habitants , unwilling to remove from their natal 
fpot, are incapable of correding the errors of their 
anceftors, and the original vices of fituation or 
climate. But the free idea of Conftantinople was 
formed and executed by a fingle mind ; and the 
primitive model was improved by the obedient 
zeal of the fubjeds and fucceflbrs of the firft 
monarch. The adjacent ifles were flored with au 
inexhauftible fupply of marble ; but the various 
materials were tranfported from the mod remote 
ihores of Europe and Afia ; and the public and 
private buildings , the palaces , churches , aque- 
duds , citterns , porticoes , columns , baths , and 
hippodromes , were adapted to the greatnefs of 
the capital of the Eaft. The fuperfluity of wealth 
was fpread along the Ihores of Europe and Afia ; 
and the Byzantine territory , as far as the Euxine, 
the Hellefpont , and the long wall , might be 
confidered as a populous fuburb and a perpetual 
garden. In this flattering pidure, the paft and 
the preferit, the times of profperity and decay, 
are artfully confounded; but a figh and a confef- 
fion efcape from the orator, that his wretched 
country was the fhadow and fepulchre of its 
former felf. The works of ancient fculpture had 
been defaced by Chriftian zeal or Barbaric violence; 
the faireft ftrudures were demolifhed; and the 
marbles of Paros or Numidia were burnt for lime, 
or applied to the meaneft ufes. Of many a ftatue, 
the place was marked by sin empty pedeftalj of 
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many a column , the fize was determined by a chap. 
broken capital ; the tombs of the emperors were Lxvn - 
Scattered on the ground ; the ftroke of time was 
accelerated by ftorms and earthquakes ; and the * 
vacant fpace was adorned * by vulgar .tradition, 
with fabulous monuments of gold and filver. 
From thefe wonders , which lived only in memory 
or belief, he diftinguiihes however the porphyry 
pillar, the column and coloffus of Juftinian * , and 
the church , more efpecially the dome , of St. 
Sophia ; the beft conclufion , fince it could not 
be defcribed according to its merits , and after it 
no other objedl could deferve to be mentioned. 
But he forgets , that a century before , the trem- 
bling fabrics of the coloffus and the church had 
been faved and fupported by the timely care of 
Andronicus the elder. Thirty years after the em- 
peror had fortified St. Sophia with two new but- 
trefles or pyramids , the eaftern hemifphere fud- 
clenly gave way; and the images, the altars, 
and the fan&uary , were crufhed by the falling 
ruin. The mifchief indeed was fpeedily repaired ; 
the rubbiih was cleared by the inceffant labour 
of every rank and age; and the poor remains of 
riches andindnftry were confecrated by the Greeks. 
to the woft ftately and venerable temple of the 
Eafl\ 

The laft hope of the falling city and empire The Greek 
was placed in the harmony of the mother and lchifm after 
daughter , in the maternal tendernefs of Rome , of piownce # 
and the filial obeditnee of Conftantinople. In A - d. 
the fynod of Florence , the Greeks and Latins 1440 I448 - 
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e h A P. had embraced , and fubferibed, and' promifed ; 
lxvZL but tfaefe figns of friendfhip were perfidious or 
fruitlefs * ; and the bafelefs fabric of the union 
vanifhed like a dream*. The emperor and his 
prelates returned home in the Venetian gallies ; 
but as they touched at the Morea and the ifles 
of Corfu and Lefbos, the fubjedls of the Latins 
complained that the pretended union would be an 
inftrument of oppreffion. No fooner did they 
land on the Byzantine fhore than they were falut- 
ed , or rather aflailed , with a general murmur of 
zeal and difcontent. During N their abfence , above 
two years , the capital had been deprived of its 
civil and ecclefiaftical rulers; fanaticifm fermented 
in anarchy ; the moft furious monks reigned over 
the confeience of women and bigots ; and the 
hatred of the Latin name was the firft principle 
of nature and religion. Before his departure for 
Italy, the emperor had flattered the city with 
the affurance of a prompt relief and a powerful 
fuccour; and the clergy, confident in t* eir ortho- 
doxy and fcience , had promifed iftiemfelves and 
their flocks an eafy vi&ory over the blind fhep- 
herds of the Weft. The double difappointment 
exafperated the Greeks ; the confeience of the- 
fubferibing prelates was awakened ; the hour of 
temptation was paft; and they had more to- dread 
i from the public refentment, than they could hope 
from the favour of the emperor or the pope. 
Inftead of juftifying their condud, they deplored 
their weaknefs , profeffed their contrition , and 
caft themfelves on the mercy of God and of their 
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brethren. To the reproachful queftion , what chap. 
had been the event or the ufe of their Italian ixvn. 
fynod ? they anfwered with fighs and tears, k • 

tt Alas ! we have made a new faith ; we have 
<c exchanged piety for impiety ; we have betrayed 
cc the immaculate facrifice; and we are become 
u Azymites. " ( The Azymites were thofe who 
celebrated the communion with unleavened bread ; 
and I muft retrad or qualify the praife which I 
have beftowed on the growing philofophy of 
the times. ) u Alas ! we have been feduced by 
a diftrefs , by fraud , and by the hopes and fears 
<c of a tranfitory life. The hand that has (ignect 
" the union fhould be cut off; and the tongue 
K that has pronounced the Latin creed deferves 
a to be torn from the root." Th,e beft proof 
of their repentance was an increafe of zeal for 
the mod trivial rites and the mod inqomprehen- 
fible dodtrines ; and an abfolute Reparation from 
all , without excepting their prince , who preserv- 
ed fome regard for honour and confiftency. After 
the deceafe of the patriarch Jofeph , the archbifh- 
ops of Heraclea and Trebizond had courage to 
refufe the vacant office; and cardinal Beffarion 
preferred the warm and comfortable fhelter of ' 
the Vatican. The choice of the emperor and hi* 
clergy was confined to Metrophanes of Cyzicus : 
he was confecrated in St Sophia', but the temple 
was vacant. The crofc-bearers abdicated their 
fervice; the infedtion fpread from the city to the \ 

villages J and Metrophanea difcharged, without 
effeft, fome ecclefiaftical thunders againft a nation 
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CHAP. 
IXVII. 



Zral of the 

Orientals 
and Ruffians, 



of fchifmatics. The eyes of the Greeks were 
diredted to Mark of Ephefus , the champion of 
his country; and the fufferings of the holy con- 
feflbr were repaid with a tribute of admiration 
and applaufe. His example and writings propagat- 
ed the flame of religious difcord; age and infirm- 
ity foon removed him from the world ; but the 
gofpel of Mark was not a law of forgivenefs ; 
and he requefted with his dying breath , that none 
of the adherents of Rome might attend hisobfe- 
quies or pray for his foul. 

The fchifm was not confined to the narrow 
limits of the Byzantine empire. Secure under the 
Mamaluke fceptre , the three patriarchs of Alex- 
andria, Antioch, and Jerufalem , affembled a nu- 
merous fynod; difowned their representatives at 
Ferrara and Florence ; condemned the creed and 
cbuncil ofjhe Latins ; and threatened the emperor 
of Conftantinople with the cenfures of the Eaftern 
church. Of the fe&aries of the Greek communion, 
the Ruffians were the mod powerful , ignorant , 
and fuperftitious. Their primate, the cardinal 
Ifidore, haftened from Florence to Mofcow 7 9 
to reduce the independent nation under (the Roman 
yoke. But the Ruffian bifhops had been educated 
at mount Athos; and the prince and people em- 
braced the theology of their priefts. They werer 
Scandalized ~by the title, the pomp, the Latin 
crofs of the legate , the friend of thofe impious 
men who fhaved their beards , and performed the 
divine office with gl6ves on their hands and rings 
on their fingers: Ifidore was condemned by a 
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fynod ; his perfon was imprifoned in a monaftery; chap, 
and it was with extreme difficulty, that the car- lxvii. 
dinal could efcapc from the hands of a fierce 
and fanatic people*. The Ruffians -refufed a 
palfage to the miffionaries of Rome who afpired 
to convert the Pagans beyond the Tanais * ; and 
their refufal was juftified by the maxim, that the 
guilt of idolatry is lefs damnable than that of 
fchifm. The errors of the Bohemians were ex- 
cufed by their abhorrence for the pope ; and a 
deputation of the Greek.' clergy folicited the friend- 
fhip of thofo fanguinary en thu Hafts *\ While 
Eugenius triumphed in the union and orthodoxy 
of the Greeks , his party was con traded to the 
walls, or rather to the palace, of Conftantinople. t 
The zeal of Palaeologus had been excited by in- 
tereft; it was foon cooled by oppofition : an at- 
tempt to violate the national belief might endanger 
his life and. crown; nor could the pioifc rebels be 
deftitute of foreign and domeftic aid. The fword 
of his brother Demetrius, who in Italy had main- 
tained a prudent and popular filence , was half 
,un(heathed in the caufe of religion; and Amurath, 
the Turkifh fultan, was difpleafed and alarmed 
by the feeming friendship of the Greeks and 
Latins. 

<c Sultan Murad or Amurath, lived forty-nine, Rci>n and 
a and reigned thirty years, fix months, and eight ^™*£ °/ t 
<c days. He was a juft and valiant prince, of a a. d. 
u great foul, patient of labours, learned, merciful, I4;1 — f *«» 
<c religious , charitable i a lover and encourager 
" of the ftudious, and of all who excelled in 
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e H a p, w any art or fcience ; a good emperor , and a 
XXVII, cc great general No man obtained more or 
" greater vidories than Amurath : Belgrade alone 
••' withftood his attacks. Under his reign, the 
<c foldier was ever vidorious, the citizen rich and 
cc fecure. If he fubdued any country, his firft 
<c care was to build mofchs and caravanferas, 
cc hofpitals, and colleges. Every year he gave 
<c a thoufand pieces of gold to the fons of the 
* c prophet; and fent two thoufand five hundred 
<c to the religious perfons of Mecca ,: Medina, 
<c and Jerufalem ". " This portrait is tranfcribed 
from the biftorian of the Othman empire : but 
the applaufe of a fervile and fuperftitious people 
i lias been lavifhed on the worft of tyrants j and 
the virtues of a fultan are often the vices moft 
wfeful to himfelf, or moft agreeable to his fubjeds, 
A nation ignorant of the equal benefits of liberty 
and law , *tnuft be awed by the flafhes of arbip 
trary power: the cruelty of a defpot will atfume 
* the character of juftice; his profufion, of liberality ; 

r his obftinacy, of firmnefs. If the moft reafonablc 
excufe be rejeded, few ads of obedience will be 
found impoffible ; and guilt muft tremble , where 
innocence cannot always be fecure. The tran- 
quillity of the people, and the difcipline of the 
troops , were beft maintained by perpetual adion 
in the field; war was the trade of the Janizaries: 
and thofe who furvived the peril , and divided 
the fpoil, applauded the generous ambition of 
their fovereign. To propagate the true religion, 
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was the duty of a faithful Mnfulman: the unbe- chap. 
lievers were his enemies, and thofe of the prophet; ixvn. 
and, in the hands of the Turks, the fcymetar 
was the only inftrument of converfion. Under 
thefe circumftances , however , the juftice and 
moderation of Amurath are attefted by his 
condud , and acknowledged by the Chriftians 
themfelves; who confider a profperous reign and 
a peaceful death as the reward of his Angular 
merits. In the vigour of his age and military 
power , he feldom engaged in war till he was 
juftified by a previous and adequate provocation: 
the victorious fultan was difarmed by fubmiffion^ 
and in the observance of treaties , his word was 
inviolate and facred ". The Hungarians were 
comnponly the aggreffbrs ; he was provoked 
by the revolt of Scanderbeg; and the perfidious 
Caramanian was twice vanquished , ,and twice 
pardoned , by the Ottoman monarch. Before 
he invaded the Morea , Thebes had been 
furprifed by the defpot : in the conqueft of v 
Theffalonica , the grandfon of Bajazet might 
difpute the recent purchafe of the Venetians ; and 
after the firft fiege of Conftantinople , the fultan 
was never tempted, by the diftrefs, the abfence, 
or the injuries of Palaeologus, to extinguifh the 
dying light of the Byzantine empire. 
' But the mod ftriking feature in the life and His double 
character of Amurath, is the double abdication ^cation, 
of the Turkifh throne; and, were not his motives 144a.-L.1444* 
debafed by an alloy of fuperftition ^ we muft 
praife the royal philofopher u , \yho at the age 
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chap, of forty could difcern the vanity of human 
lxvh. greatnefs. Rcfigning the fceptre to his fon, he 
retired to the pleafant refidence of Magnefia; but 
lie retired to the fociety of faints and hermits. It 
was not till the fourth century of the Hegira , 
that the religion of Mahomet had been corrupted 
by an inflitution'fo adverfe to, his genius; but in 
the age of the crufades , the various orders of 
Dervifhes were multiplied by the example of the 
Chriftian, and even the Latin, monks *\ The 
lord of nations fubmitted to fad , and pray , and 
turn round in endlefs rotation with the fanatics, 
who miftook the giddinefs of the head for the 
illumination of the fpirit ". But he was foon 
awakened from this dream of enthufiafm , by 
the Hungarian invafion ; and his obedient fon 
was the foremoft to urge the public danger and 
the wifhes of the people. Under the banner of 
their veteran leader , the Janizaries fought and 
conquered ; but he withdrew from the field 
of Varna, again to pray, to faft, and to turn 
round with his Magnefian brethren. Thefe pious 
occupations were again interrupted by the danger 
of the ftatc. A victorious army difdatned the 
inexperience of their youthful ruler: the city of 
Adrianople was abandoned to rapine and {laughter ; 
and the unanimous divan implored his prefencc 
to appeafe the tumult, and prevent the rebellion, 
of the Janizaries. At the well-known voice of 
their mafter , they trembled and obeyed ; and 
the reluftant iultan was compelled to fupport his 
fplendid fervitude, till, at the end of four years, 
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be was relieved by the angel of death. Age or cha p. 
difeafe , misfortune or caprice , have tempted lxvii. 
feveral princes to defcend from the throne; and 
they have had leifure to repent of their irretrievable 
ftep. But Amurath alone, in the full liberty of 
choice, after the trial of empire and folitude, 
has repeated his preference of a private life. 

After the departure of his Greek brethren , nonius 
Eugenius had not been unmindful of their lcapwe 
temporal intereft ; and his tender regard for the againft the 
Byzantine empire was animated by a jnft appre- A u i>. s i 443 . 
henfion of the Turks , who approached , and 
might foon invade, the borders of Italy. But 
the fpirit of the 6rufades had expired ; and the' 
coldnefs of the Franks was not lefs unr^afonable 
than 'their headlong paffion. In the eleventh 
century, a fanatic monk could precipitate Europe 
on Afia for the recovery of the holy # fepulchj*e ; 
but in the fifteenth, the moft pi effing motives of 
religion and policy were infnfficient to unite the 
Latins in the defence of Chrrftendom. Germany 
■yras. an inexhauftible ftore-houfe of men and 
arms s * : but that complex and languid body 
required the impulfe of a vigorous hand ;• and 
Frederic the third was alike impotent in his per- / 
fonal character and his Imperial dignity. A long 
war had impaired the ftrength , without fatiating 
the animofity of France and England 17 : but 
Philip , duke of Burgundy , was a vain and 
magnificent prince; and he enjoyed^ Without 
danger or expence, the ad venturou/ piety of hfc 
fubje&s, who failed, in a galj^nt fleet, from the 
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chap, coaft of Flanders to the Hellefpont. The maritime 
Lxvn. republics of Venice and Genoa were lefs remote 
from the fcene of aclion ; and their hoftile fleets 
were alfociated under the ftajidard of St. Perer. 
The kingdoms of Hungary and Poland , which 
covered as it were the interior pale of the Latin 
church, were the moft nearly concerned to oppofe 
f the progrefs of the Turks. Arms were the 
patrimony of the Scythians and Sarmatians, and 
thefe nations might appear equal to the conteft, 
could they point, againft the common foe, thofe 
fwords that were to wantorily drawn in bloody 
and domeftic quarrels. Rut the fame fpirit was 
adverfe to concord and obedience : a poor country 
and a limited monarch are incapable of maintaining 
a (landing force ; and the loofe bodies of Polifli 
and Hungarian horfe were not armed with the 
fentim^nts, and weapons which , on fome occa- 
fions, have given irrefiftible weight to the French 
chivalry. Yet, on this fide, the defigns of the 
Roman pontiff, and the eloquence of cardinal 
Julian , his legate , were promoted by the circum- 
ftances of the times x " ; by the union of the two 
crowns on the head of Ladiflaus l9 9 a young and 
ambitious foldier ; by the valour of an hero , 
whofe nande , the name of John Huniades , was 
. already popular among the Chriftians, and formid- 
able to the Turks. An endlefs treafure of pardons 
and indulgences was Scattered by the legate ; 
many private warriors of France and Germany 
cnlifted under the holy banner; and the crufadc 
derived fome ftrength, or at leaft fome reputation* 
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from the new allies, both of Europe and Afia. chap. 
A fugitivfe defpot of Servia exaggerated the lxvii. 
diftrefs and ardour of the Chriftians beyond the 
Danube, who would unanimoufly rife to vindicate 
their religion and liberty. The Greek emperor ao , 
with a fpirit unknown to his fathers , engaged 
to guard the Bofphorus , and to fally from 
Conftantinople at the head of his national and 
mercenary troops. The fultan of Caramania " 
announced the retreat of Arauxath, and a powerful 
diverfion in the heart of Anatolia ; and if the 
fleets of the Weft could occupy at the fame 
moment the ftreights of the Hellefpont , the 
Ottoman . monarchy would be diffevered and 
deftroyed. Heaven and earth mud rejoice in the 
perdition of the mifcreants; and the legate, with 
prudent ambiguity , inftilled the opinion of the 
invifible, perhaps the vifiblc , aid, of tjic Son of 
God, and his divine Mother. 3 * 

Of the Poliflh and Hungarian diets, a religious tadisiam, 
war was the unanimous cry; and Ladiflaus, after J||"5 aod°" 
paffing the Danube, led an army of his confede- Hungary, 
rate fubje&s as far as Sophia, the capital of the mnr m ch * s 
Bulgarian kingdom. In this expedition they ob- 
tained two fignal vi&ories , which were juftly 
afcribed to the valour and condudl of Huniades. - 
In the firft, with a vanguard often thoufand men, 
he furprifed theTurkifh camp; in the fecond, he 
vanquiflhed and made prifoner the moft renowned 
of their generals, who poffeffed the double ad- 
vantage of ground and numbers. /The approach 
of winter, and the natiiral and artificial obftacles 
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chap, of mount Haemus, arretted the progrefs of the 
lxvii. hero , who meafured a narrow interval of fix 
days march from the foot of the mountains to thfe 
hoftile towers of Adrianople, and the friendly 
capital of the Greek empire. The retreat was 
undifturbed; and the entrance into Buda was at 
once a military and religious triumph. An ec- 
clefiaftical proceffion was followed by the king 
and his warriors on foot: he nicely balanced the 
merits and rewards of the two nations; and the 
pride of conqueft was blended with the humble 
temper of Chriftianity. Thirteen balhaws , nine 
ftandards, and -four thoufand captives, were un- 
queftionable trophies; and as all were willing to 
believe, arid none were prefent to contradidi, the 
crufaders multiplied, with unbluChing confidence, 
the myriads of Turks whom they had left on the 
The Turkish field of battle ". The moft folic! proof, and the 
mod falutary confequence, of vi&ory, was a de- 
putation from the divan to folicit peace, to re- 
ftore Servia , to ranfom the prifoners , and to 
evacuate the Hungarian frontier. By this treaty, 
the rational objeds of the war were obtained : 
the king, the defpot, and Huniades himfelf, in 
the diet of Segedin , were fatisfied with public 
and private emolument; a truce of ten years was 
concluded ; and the followers of Jefus and Maho- 
met, who fwore on the Gofpel and the Koran, 
attefted the word of God as the guardian of truth 
and the avenger of perfidy. In the place of the 
Gofpel, the Turkifh minifters had propofed to 
fubftitute the Eucharift, $he real prefencc of the 
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Catholic deity; but the Chriftians,, refufed to c it a p. 
profane their holy myfteries; and a fuperftitious lxvh. 
confcience is lefs forcibly bound by the fpiritual 
energy , than by the outward and vifible fymbols, 
of an oath **. 

During the whole tranfadlion , the cardinal violation of 
legate had obferved a fullen filence, unwilling thcpeace * 
to approve, and unable to oppofe , the confent 
of the king and people.. But the diet was not dif- 
folved before Julian was fortified by the welcome 
intelligence , that Anatolia was invaded by the 
Caramanian, and Thrace by the Greek emperor; 
that the fleets of Genoa, Venice, and Burgundy, 
were mailers of the Hellefpont; and that the al- 
lies, informed of the vidory, and ignorant of the 
treaty, of Ladiflaus, impatiently waited for the 
return of his vi&prious army. " And is it thus," 
exclaimed the cardinal 44 , " that you \vill defert 
tt their expectations and your own fortune ! It 
a is to them , to your God , and your fellow* 
" Chriftians, that you have pledged your faith; 
cc and that prior obligation annihilates a rafh and 
tt facrilegious oath to the enemies of Chrift. His 
a vicar on earth is the Roman pontiff; without 
a whpfe fan&ion you can neither promife nor 
tt perform. In his name I abfolve your perjury 
Ci and fandtify your arms : follow my footfteps 
" in the paths of glory and falvation ; and if ftill 
" ye have fcruples , devolve on my head the pu* 
c< niflhment and the fin." This mifchievous ca- 
fuiftry was feconded by his refpedtable charader, 
and the levity of popular afff mblies : \yar was 
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chap, refolved , on the fame fpot where peace had* fo 
lxvii. lately been fworn; and, in the execution of the 
treaty, the Turks were aflaulted by the Chris- 
tians j to whom, with fome reafon, they might 
apply the epithet of infidels. The falfehood of 
Ladiflaus to his word and oath , was palliated by 
the religion of the times: the mod perfed, or at/ 
leaft the moft popular , excufe would have been 
the fuccefs of his arms and the deliverance of the 
Eaftern church. But the fame treaty, which fhould 
have bound his confcience, had diminilhed his 
ftrength. On the proclamation of the peace , the 
French and German volunteers departed with in- 
dignant murmurs: the Poles were exhaufted by 
diftant warfare, and perhaps difgufted with foreign 
command ; and their palatines accepted the firft 
.- licence, and haftily retired to their provinces and 
caftles. Even Hungary \fras divided by fa&ion, 
or reftrained by a laudable fcruple : and the relics 
of the crufade that marched in thefecond expe- 
dition, were reduced to, an inadequate force of 
twenty thoufand men. A Walachian chief, who 
joined the royal ftandard with his vaffals , pre- 

, fumed to remark that their numbers did not ex- 

ceed the hunting retinue that fometimes attended 
the fulftan ; and the gift of two horfes of matchlefs 
fpeed , might admoYiifli Ladiflaus of his fecret 
forefight of the event. But the defpot of Servia, 
after the reftoration of his country and children, 
was tempted by the promife of new realms; and 
the inexperience of the king, the enthnfiafm of 
the legate, and the martial prefumption of Huniades 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, were peTfuadectthat every obftacle rauft c h * P. 
yield to the invincible virtue of the fword And ixVli. 
the crofs. After the paffage of the Danube , two 
roads might lead to Conftantinople and. the Hel- v 

lefpont; the one diredt, abrupt, and "difficult, 
through the mountains of Hxmus; the other more 
tedious and fecure, over a level country, and 
along the {bores of the Euxine ;- in which their 
flanks, according to the Scythian difcipline, might 
always be covered by i. moveable fortification of 
waggons. The latter was judicioufly preferred : 
the Catholics marched through the plains of Bul- 
garia, burning, with wanton cruelty, the churches 
and villages of thq Chriftian natives ; and their 
laft ftation was at Warns, near the fea-fhore; on 
which the defeat and death- of Ladiflaus have 
beftowed a memorable name* 5 . 

It was on this fatal fpot, that, inftead of find- Bnttie of 
ing a confederate fleet to fecond their operations, Y>*td*iu* 
they were alarmed by the approach of Amurath Nov. 10. 
himfelf % who had iffued from his Magnefian foli- 
tude, and tranfported the forces of Afia to the 
dcfende of -Europe. According to fome writers , 
the Greek emperor had been awed, or feduced, 
to grant the paflage of the ffofphorus ; and an. in- 
* delible ftain of corruption is fixed on the Genoefe, 
or the pope's nephew , the Catholic admiral, 
whofe mercenary connivance betrayed the guard 
of the Hellefpont. From Adrianople, the fultan 
advanced by hafty marches, at the head of fixty 
thoufand men; and when the cardinal, and Hu- 
niades, had taken a nearer furvey of the numbers 
Vol, XL Cc 
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c * a p. and order of the Turks , thefe ardent warriors 
LXVii. proposed the tardy and impra&icable meafure of 
a retreat. The king alone was refolved to con- 
<]iv.r or die; and his refolution had almoft been 
crowned with a glorious and falutary vi&ory. 
.The princes were oppofite to each other in the 
centre; and the Beglerbegs, or generals of Ana- 
tolia and Romania, commanded on the right and 
left againft the adv^rfe divifions of the defpot and 
Huniades. The Turkilh wings were broken on 
the firft onfet: but the advantage was fatal; and 
the rafh vi&ors, in the he&t of the purfuit > were 
carried away far from the annoyance of the enemy 
or the fupport of their friends. When Amurath 
beheld the flight of his fquadrons , he defpaired 
of his fortune and that of .the empire: a veteran 
Janizary feized his horfe's bridle ; and he had 
magnanimity to pardon and reward the foldier 
who dared to perceive the terror, and arreft the 
flight, of his fovereign. A copy of the treaty, 
the monument of Chriftian perfidy , had beeu 
difplayed in the front of battle; and it is faid', 
that the fultan in his diftrefs, lifting his eyfes and 
his hands to heaven, implored the protedion of 
the G # od of truth; aiid called on the prophet Jtfus 
bimfelf to avenge the impious mockery of his 
name and religion 2 *. With inferior numbers and 
difordered rauks, the king of Hungary ruflied 
forwards in the confidence of victory, till his 
career was flopped by the impenetrable phalanx 
of the Janizaries, if we may credit the Ottoman 
annals, his horfc was pierced by the javelin of 
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Arrnifath * 7 ; be fell among the fpears of the in- c H k p. 
fantry s.and a Turkifti foldier proclaimed with a r.xvri. 
loud voice, "Hungarians, behold the head ?f]Jj£{j oftl - 
* your king!" The death of Ladiflaus was the 
fignal of their defeat. On his return from an in* 
temperate purfuit, Huniades deplored his error 
and the public lofs : he drove to refcue the royal 
body, till he was overwhelmed by the tumultuous 
crowd of the vi&ors and vanquifhed; and the laft . 
efforts of his courage and conduct were exerted 
to fave tKe remnant of his Walachian cavalry. 
Ten thoufand Chriftians were flain in the difaf- 
trous battle of Warna: the lofs of the Turks, 
riiore confiderable in numbers , bore a fmaller 
proportion to their total ftrength; yet the philo- 
sophic fultan was not afliamed to confefs, that 
his ruin muft be the confequence of a fecond and 
fimilar vi&ory. At his command a column was 
erected on the fpot where Ladiflaus had fallen; 
but the modeft infcription, inftead of accufing 
the ralhnefe, recorded the valour, and bewailed 
the misfortune, of the Hungarian youth 1 *. 

Before I lofe fight of the field of Warna, I am The cardinal 
tempted to paufe on the chara<5ler and ftory of JuMai1 * 
two principal a&ors, the cardinal Julian and- John 
Huniades. Julian " Caefarini was born of a noble 
family of Rome : his ftudies had embraced both 
the Latin and Greek learning, both the fciences 
of divinity and law, and his verfatile genius was 
equally adapted to the fchools ♦ the camp , and 
the court. No fooner had he been inverted 
with the Roman purple, than he was fent into 
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1XVII. 



» 'Aims Ot 

~ of C °rvin Us 
/, might fuggrffc 1 ' , 
,g his blood with the £ '! ** 
Aome *\ In his youth he fer^. 
of Italy; and was retained, Nv ^ 
^rfemen , by the bifhop of Zagrad: th 
of the white knight " was foon confpi cu<i 
j he increafed his fortunes by a noble at\4 
. 'filthy marriage; and in the defence of the Hun- 
^--3tv..7.j aa borders, he won in the fame year three 
-— l '0 ct i es againft the Turks. By his influence, La- 
-^nofl^ aus f Poland obtained the crown of Hungary; 
"//" . K& the important fervice was rewarded by the 
* : • a A tle ant j 0^ of Waivod of Tranfylvania. " The 
— rro m r fr Q f Julian's crufades added two Turkifl* laurels 
-'"j'* 7 ^ f>n his brow; and in the public diftrefs the fatal 
- . i?A- errors ^ Warna were forgotten. During the ab* ' 
""" ™ ^fence and minority of Ladiflaus of Auftria, the 
^'^acm titular king, Huniades was cie&ed fupreme cap* 
* r;< * m tain and governor of Hungary, and if envy at ( 
firft was filenced by terror, a reign of twelve 
years fuppofes the arts of policy as well as of 
■war. Yet the idea of a confummate general is 
not delineated in his campaigns, the white knights 
fought with the hand rather than the head, as 
the chief of defukory Barbarians, who atj^ck 
without fear and fly without fhame; and his mi* 
litary life is compofed of a romantic alternative 
of vi&ories and efcapes. By the Turks , who. 

C c 3 
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«HAr. Germany to arm the empire againft, the rebels. 
l/XVii. and heretics of Bohemia. The fpirit of gerfecu- 
tion is unworthy of a Chriftian ; the military pro- 
feffiont ill becomes a prieft ; but the former is 
excufed by the times; and the latter was ennobled 
by the courage of Julian, who flood dauntlefs 
and alone in the difgraceful flight of the German 
hoft. As the pope's legate , he opened the coun- 
cil of Bafil ; but the prefident fopn appeared the 
tnoft ftrenuous champion of ecclefiaftical freedom; 
and an oppofition of feven years was condtf&ed 
by his ability and zeal. After promoting the 
ftroqgeft meafures againft the authority and per- 
fon of Eugenius, fome fecret motive of intereft 
et conscience engaged him to defert on a fudden 
the popular party. The cardinal withdrew him- 
fel£ from Bafil to Ferrara ; and , in the debates 
of the Greeks and Latins , the two nations ad* 
tmired the dexterity of his arguments arid the 
tlepth of his theological erudition J \ In his Hun- 
jgarian erobaffy we have already feen the mifchiev- 
ous effects of his fophiftry and eloquence , . of 
*• which Juliaft himfelf was the firft vi&im. The 
• •" l cardinal ,' who performed the duties of a prieft 
arid. a foldier, was loft in the defeat of Warna. 
, The circumftarices of his death are varioufly re- 
lated; but it is believed > that a weighty incum- 
brance of gold impeded his flight, and tempted* 
the cruel avarice of fome Chriftian fugitives*, 

joim corvi- i From an humble , or at leaft a doubtful origin , 
the merit of John Huniades promoted him to the 
jcommand of the Hungarian armies. His father 



nus Huni- 
ades, 
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*ras a Walachian , his mother a- Greek ; her un- chak 
knowrr race might poflibly afcend to the emperors txviL. 
of Corjftantinople ; and the claims of the Wak 
acbians, with the furname of Corvinus , from 
the* place of his nativity, might fuggeft* a thijtf 
pretence for mingling his blood with the patri- 
cians of ancient Rome J \ In his youth he fefved* N 
in the wars of Italy ; and was retained, with- 
twelve horfemen , by the bifhop of Zagrad: the 
valour of the white knight 3a was foon confpicu- 
ous; he increafed his fortunes by a noble and 
wealthy marriage ; ahdin the defence of the Hun- 
garian borders ,. he won in the fame year three 
battles againft, the Turks. By his influence, La- 
diflaus of Poland obtained the crown of Hungary; 
and the important fervice was rewarded by the 
title and office of Waivod of Tranfylvania. The * 
firft of Julian's crufades added two Turkifh laurels 
on his brow; and in the public diftrefs the fatal 
errors of Warna were forgotten. During the ab* ' 
fence and minority of Ladiflaus of Auftria , the 
titular king, Huniades was eledted fupreme capr 
tain and governor of Hungry, and if envy at , 
firft was filenced by terror, a reign of twelve 
years fuppofes the arts of policy as well as of 
war. Yet the idea of a confummate general is 
not delineated in his campaigns , the white knights 
fought with the hand rather than the head, as 
the chief of defuhory Barbarians, who atfa^ck 
without fear and fly without fhame; and his mi* 
litary life is compofed of a romantic alternative 
of victories and efcapes. By the Turks , wha 

C c 3 
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employed his name to frighten their perverfe 
children, he was corruptly denominated Jancus 
Lain, or the Wicked: their hatred is the proof 
of their efteem ; the kingdom which he guarded 
was inacceflible to their arms; and they felt him 
mod daring and formidable, when they fondly 
believed the captain and his country , irrecover- 
ably loft. Inftead of confining himfelf to a de- 
fensive war, four years after the defeat of Warna 
he again penetrated into the heart of Bulgaria ; 
and in the plain of Coffova fuftained, till the 
third day, the fliock of the Ottoman army, four 
times more numerous than his own* As he fled 
alone through the woods of Walachia, the hero 
was furprifed by two robbers; but while they 
difputed a gold chain that hung at his neck> 
he recovered his fword , flew the ,one , terrified 
the other, and, after new perils of captivity or 
death , confolcd by his prefence an afflided king- 
dom. But the laft and moft glorious adion of 
his life was the defence of Belgrade againft the 
powers of Mahomet the fecond in perfori. After 
of Belgrade, a f ie g e f f or ty days,*the Turks, who had already 

and death, ' 11 11 j j 

a. i>. 1456, entered the town, were compelled to retreat* and 
July aa, the joyful nations celebrated Huniades and Bel* 
grade as the bulwarks of Chriftendom ". About 
a month after this great deliverance, the cham- 
pion* expired; and his > moft fplendid epitaph is 
the regret of the Ottoman prince, who fighed 
that he could no longer hope for revenge againft 
the fingle antagonift who had triumphed over 
his arms. On the firft vacancy of the throne, 
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Matthias Corvinus, a youth of eighteen years of c 11 a p. 
age ,' was ele&ed and crowned by the grateful lxvii. 
Hungarians. His reign was profperous and long: 
Matthias afpired to the glory of a conqueror and^ 
a faint; but his pureft merit is the encourage- 
ment of learning; and the Latin orators and hifto- 
rians,. who were invited from Italy by the fon, 
have Ihed the luftfe of their eloquence * on the 
father's chara&er J \ 

In the lift of heroes, John Huniades and Scai> Birth an<! 
derbeg are commonly affociated J *: and they are scanderbeg^ 
both entitled to our notice, fince their occupa- -p««ce of 
tion of the Ottoman arms delayed the ruin of a " ia jJ ' 
the Greek empire. John Caftriot, the father of 1404 — 1413*. 
Scanderbeg '*, was the hereditary prince of a etc * 
fmall diftrift of Epirus or Albania., between the 
mountains and the Adriatic fea. Unable to con- 
tend with the fultan's power, Caftriot fubmitted 
to the hard conditions of peace and tribute: he 
delivered his four fons as the pledges of his fide- 
lity; and the- Cbriftiajv youths, after receiving 
the mark of circumcifion., wer*e inftrudted in the 
Mahometan religion , and trained in the arms and 
arts of TuFkifh policy i7 . The three elder bro- % 
thers were confounded in the crowd of flaves ; * 
and the poifon to which their deaths are aficribed, 
cannot be verified or difproved by any pofitivc 
evidence. Yet theTufpicion is ia a great meafu re 
removed* by the kind and paternal treatment 
of George Caftriot, the fourth brother, who* 
from his tender youth , difplayed the ftrengtk 
and Ijpirit of a foldier. The fiicceflive overthrow 

Cc 4 
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chap, of a Tartar and two Perfians, who carried a 
ixvn. proud defiance to the Turkifh court* recom- 
mended him to the favour of- Amurath , and his 
iWkifh appellation of Scanderbeg ( lskcnder Bey ), 
or the lord Alexander, is an indelible memorial 
of his glory and fervitude. His father's princi r 
' pality was reduced into a province : but the lofs 
was compenfated by the rank and title of San- 
jiak, a command of five thoufand horfe, and the 
profped of the firft dignities of the empire. He 
ferved with honour in the wars of Europe and 
Afia; and we may fmile at the art or credulity 
of the hiftorian, who fuppofes , that in every en- 
counter he fpared the Chriftians, while he fell with 
a thundering arm on his Mufulman foes. The glory 
of Huniades is without reproach ; he fought in the 
defence of his religion and com; try; but the enemies 
who applaud the patriot, have branded his rival 
with the name of traitor and apoftate. In the eyes of 
the Chriftians, the rebellion of Scanderbeg is jufti r 
fie^ by his father's* wrongs, the ambiguous death 
of his three brothers, his own degradation, and the 
flavery of his country; and they adore the ge- 
nerous, though tardy, zeal, with which he af- 
ferted the faith and independence of his anceftors* 
But he had imbibed from his ninth year the doc- 
trines of the Koran .; he was ignorant of the Go- 
fpel ; the religion of a foldier is determined by 
authority and habit; xior is it eafy to conceive 
what new illumination at the age of forty ,8 could 
be poured into his foul- His motives would 
be lefs expofed to the fufpicion of intereft or 
revenge , had he broken his chain from the 
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moment that he was fenfible of its weight : but a chap. 
long oblivion had furely impaired his original txvii. 
right; and every year of obedience and reward 
had cemented the mutual bond of the fultan and 
his, fubjed. If Scaftiderbeg had long harboured 
the belief of Chriftianity and the intention of re- 
volt , a worthy mind muft condemn the bafe 
diflimulation , that could ferve only to betray , 
that could promife only to be fprefworn, that 
could actively join in the temporal and fpiritual 
perdition of fo many thouCands of his unhappy 
brethren. Shall we praife a fecret correfpondencc 
with Hqniades, while he commanded the vaii- 
guard of the Turkifh army ? fhall we excufe the Hl ' 8 rev0,t 
defertion of his ftandard, a treacherous defertidn Turks> 
which abandoned the victory to the enemies of a. o 1443, 
his benefa.ftor? In the coqfufion of a defeat,- the Nov '* 8 ' 
eye of Scanderbeg was fixed on the Reis Effendi 
or principal fecretary : with the dagger at his 
breaft, he extorted a firman or patent for the 
government of Albania; and the murder of the 
guiltlefs fci;ibe and his train, prevented the con- 
fequences of an immediate difcovery. With fome 
bold companions , to whom he had revealed his 
defign, he efcaped in the night , by rapid march- 
es , from the field of battle to his paternal mount- 
ains. The gates of Croya were opened to the 
royal mandate; and no fooner did he command 
the fortrefs, than George Caftriot dropt the mafic 
of diflimulation; abjured the prophet and the 
fultan, and proclaimed himfelf the avenger of 
his family and country. The names of religion 
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His valour, 



and liberty provoked a general revolt: the Al- 
banians, a martial race, were unanimous to live 
and die with their hereditary prince ; and the 
Ottoman garrifons were indulged in the choice of 
martyrdom or baptifm. In the anembly of the 
< ftates of Epirus , Scanderbeg was eleded general 
of the Turkifti war ; and each of the allies en- 
gaged to furnifli his refpedive proportion of men 
and money. From thefe contributions > from his 
patrimonial eftate, and from the valuable falt-pitsof 
Selina, he drew an. annual revenue of two hundred 
thoufand ducats '*; and the entire fum, exempt from 
the demands of luxury, was ftridly appropriated ta 
the public ufe. His manners were popular; but his 
difcipline was fevere ; and every fuperfluous 
vice was banifhed from his camp: his example 
{lengthened his command ; and uqder his con- 
dud, the Albanians were invincible in their owa 
opinion aijd that of their enemies. The braveft 
adventurers of France and Germanv were allured 
by his fame and retained in bis fervice : his 
{landing militia confided of eight thoufand horfe 
and feven thoufand foot; the horfes were fraall* 
the men were adive: but he viewed with a 
difcerning eye the difficulties and refources of the 
mountains; and, at the blaze of the beacons, the 
whole nation was • diftributed in the flrongeft 
pofts. With fuch unequal arms , Scanderbeg 
refilled twenty -three years the powers of the 
Ottomarr empire; and two conquerors, Amurath 
the fecond, and his greater fon, were repeatedly- 
baffled by a rebel , whom they purfued with, 
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feeming contempt and implacable refentment/ chap. 
At the head of fixty thoufand horfe and forty lxviu 
tboufand Janizaries , Amurath entered Albania ; 
he might ravage the open country, occupy the 
defencelefs towns , convert the churches intd 
mofchs , circumcife the Chriftian youths , and 
punifti with death his adult and obftinate captives: 
but the canquefts of the fultan were confined to 
the petty fortrefs of Sfetigrade ; and the garrifon, 
invincible to his arms, was oppreffed by a paltry 
artifice and a fuperftitious fcruple 4 *. Amurath 
retired with fhame and lofs from the walls of 
Croya, the caftle and reftdencc of the Caftriots; 
the march, the fiege, the retreat, were haraffed 
by a vexatious, and aimoft invifible, adverfary 4I 5 
and the disappointment plight tend to embitter, 
perhaps to ihorten , the laft days of the fultan 4 \ 
In the fulnefs of conqneft, Mahomet the fecond • 

ftill felt at his bofom this domeftic thorn : his » 
lieutenants were permitted to negociate a truce; 
and the Albanian prince may juftly be praifed as 
a firm and able champion of his national inde- 
pendence. The enthufiafm of chivalry and religion 
has ranked him with the names of Alexander 
and Pyrrhus; nor would they blufh to acknow- 
ledge their intrepid countrymen: but his narrow 
dominion, and (lender powers, muft leave him 
at an humble diftance below the heroes of anti- 
quity , who triumphed over the Eaft and the- 
Roman legions. His fplendid atchievements , the 
bafhas whom he encountered , the armies that he 
difcomfited , and the three thoufand Turks who 
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chap, avere flain by his fmgle hand, muft be weighed 
J-xvii. in the fcales of fufpicious criticifm. Againft an 
illiterate enemy , and in the dark folitude of 
Epirus, his partial biographers may fafely indulge 
the latitude of romance : but their fidlions are 
expofed by the light of Italian hiftory ; and they 
afford a ftrong prefumption againft their own 
truth, by a fabulous tale of his exploits , when 
he paffed the Adriatic with eight hundred horfe 
to the fuccour of the king of Naples 45 . Without 
difparagement to his fame , they might have 
owned that he was finally oppreffed by the 
Ottoman powers : in his extreme danger , h^ 
applied to pope Pius the fccond for a refuge in 
the ecclefiaftical ftate ; and his refources were 
almoft exhaufted, fince Scanderbeg died. a fugitive 
at Liffus on the Venetian territory *\ His fepulchre 
was foon violated by. the Titrkifh conquerors; 
but the Janizaries, who wore his bones enchafed 
in a bracelet , declared by this fuperftitious 
amulet their involuntary reverence for his valour. 
The inftant ruin of his country may redound 
to the hero's glory; yet, had he balanced the' 
confequences of fubmiffion and refiftance , a 
patriot perhaps would have declined the unequal 
conteft which muft depend on the life and genius 
of one man. Scanderbeg might indeed be fup- 
ported by the rational, though fallacious, hope, 
jthat the pope, the king, of Naples,^ and the 
Venetian republic; would join in the defence of 
a free and Chriftian people , who guarded the 
fca-coaft of the Adriatic % and the narrow paffage 



•and death , » 
A. D.M£7. 
January 17. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 397 

» 

fromXjrecce to Italy. His infant fon was faved c a a iv 
from the national fhipwreck ; the Caftriots 4 * J-xvn* 
■were invefted with a Neapolitan dukedom, and 
their blood continues to flow in the nobleft 
families of the realm. A colony of Albanian 
fugitives obtained a fettlement in Calabria, and 
they preferve at this day the language and 
manners of their anceftors 4 \ 

In the long career of the decline and fall of the conftantine, 
Roman empire, I have reached at length the laft t „ helaftofthe 

r 1 • r *~% n • Roman or 

reign of the princes of Conftantmople , who fo Gre«k empe* 

feebly fuftained the name and majefty of the rors ' 

Caefars. On the deceafe of John Paheologus , Nov. x— ' 

who furvived about four years the Jfungarian A - D * I453 » 

crufade 47 , the royal family, by the death of May * ,# 

Andronicus and the monaftic profeffion of Ifidore, 

was reduced to three priiices , Conftantine , 

Demetrius, and Thomas, the furviving fons of 

the emperor Manuel. Of thefe the firffc and the 

laft were far diftant in the Morea ; but Demetrius,* 

who poffeffed the domain of Selybria , was in the 

fuburbs , at the head of a party : his ambition 

was not chilled by the public diftrefs; and his 

<coiifpiracy with the Turks and the fchifmatics 

had already difturbed the peace of his country. 

The funeral of the late emperor was accelerated 

with Angular and even fufpiciQus hafte; the claim 

of Demetrius to the vacant throne was juftified 

by a trite and flimfy fophifm , that he was born 

in the purple, the eldeft fon of his father's i*eign. 

But the emprefs-mother, the fenatc and foldiers, / 

the clergy and people , >yere unanimous in the ' 
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Chap* caufe of the lawful fucceflbr ; and the defpot 
LXVli. Thomas/ whcL ignorant of the change, accident- 
ally returned t<x the capital , afferted with be* 
coming zeal the intereft of his abfent brother* 
An ambaffador, the hiftorian Phranza, was im* 
iiiediately difpatched to the court of Adrianople. 
Atnucath received him with honour and difmiffed 
him with gifts-, but the gracious approbation of 
the Turki(h fultan announced his fuprethacy, 
and the approaching downfal of the Eaftem 
empire. By the hands of two illuftrious deputies , 
the Imperial orown was placed at Sparta on the 
head of Conftantine. In the fpring he failed'from 
the Morea, efcaped the encounter of a Turkifli 
iquadron, enjoyed the acclamations of his fubje#s> 
celebrated the feftival of a new reign , and 
exhaufted by his donatives the treafure, or rather 
the indigence , of the ftate. The emperor im- 
mediately refigned to his brothers the poffeffion 
•of the Morea, and the brittle friendship of the 
two princes, Demetrius and Thomas, was con- 
firmed in their mother's prefence by the frail 
fecurity of oaths and embraces. His next occu- 
pation was the choice of a confort. A daughter 
of the doge of Venice had been propofed; but 
the Byzantine nobles objedted the diftance be- 
tween dn hereditary monarch and 'an eledtive 
•magiftratfe; and in their fubfequent diftrefs, the 
chief of that powerful republic was not unmindful 
of the affront. Conftantine afterwards hefitated 
between the royal families of Trebizond and 
-Georgia; and the cmbaffy of Phranza reprefents 
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in his public and private life the laft days of the c h a p. 
Byzantine empire *\ lxvii. 

The protoveJHare , or great chamberlain, Phranza«Embaffies of 
failed from Conftantinople as the minifter of a Phr ™ za D f # 
bridegroom; and the relics of wealth and luxury 1450 — i4S». 
were applied to his pompous appearance. His 
numerous retinue confifted of nobles and guards, 
of phyficians and monks; he was attended by a 
band of mufic; and the term of his coftly embaffy 
was protra&ed above two years. On his arrival 
in Georgia or Iberia* the natives from the towns 
and villages flocked around the Grangers ; and 
fuch was their fimplicity, that they were delighted 
with the effeds, without underftanding the caufe, 
of mufical harmony.. Among the crowd was an 
old man, above an hundred years of^age, who 
had formerly been carried away a captive by the 
Barbarians 4 * , and who amufed his bearers with a 
tale of the wonders of India **, from whence he 
had returned to Portugal by an unknown fea sr . 
From this hofpitable land, Phranza proceeded to 
the court of Trebizond , where he was informed 
by the Greek prince of the recent deceafe of 
Amurath. Inftead of rejoicing in the deliverance, ) 
the experienced ftatefman expreffed his apprehen- 
fion , that an ambitious youth would not long 
adhere to the fage and pacific fyftem of his father. 
After the fultans deceafe, his Chriftian wife Ma- 
ria 5 *, the daughter of the Servian defpot , had 
been honourably reftored to her parents: on the 
-fame of her beauty and merit, fhe was recom- 
mended by the • ambaffadojc as the moft worthy 
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chap, objeft of the rqyal choice; and Phranza recapi- 
lxvii. tulates a\id refutes the fpecious obje&ions that 
might be raifed againft the propofal. The majefty 
of the purple would ennoble an unequal alliance ; 
the bar of affinity might be removed by liberal 
alms and the difpenfation of the church ; thp dif- 
grace of TurkiCh nuptials had been repeatedly 
overlooked ; and , though the fair Maria was nea* 
fifty years of age, fhe might yet hope to give 
an heir to the empire. Conftantine liftened to 
the advice , which was trgnfjnitted in the firft 
(hip that failed from Trebizond ; but the factions 
of the court oppofed his marriage ; and it was 
finally prevented by the pious vow of the fultana, 
who ended her days in the, monaftic profeffion. 
Reduced to the firft alternative, the choice of 
Phranza was decided in favour of a Georgian 
princefs; and the vanity of her father was dazzled 
by the glorious alliance. Inftead of demanding, 
according to the. primitive and national cuftom, 
a price foe his daughter ", he offered a portion 
of fifty-fix thoufand , with an annual penfion of 
five thoufand , ducats , and the fervices of the 
ambaffador were repaid by an affurance, that, as 
his fon had been adopted in baptifm by the em- 
peror , the eftabliflbment of his daughter Ihould 
be the peculiar care of the emprefs of Conftanti- 
nople. On the return of Phranza, the treaty was 
ratified by the Greek monarch , who with his 
own hand impreffed three vermilion croffes on 
the golden bull, and affured the Georgian envoy, 
that in the fpring his galiies ihould condudl the 

bride 
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bride to her Imperial palace. But Conftantine chap. 
embraced his faithful fervant, not witH the cold lxvii. 
approbation of a fovereign , biit with the warm 
confidence of a friend , who, after a long abfence, 
is impatient to pour his fecrets into the bofom 
of his friend. "Since the death of my mother and state of the 
cc of Cantacuzene, who *lone advifed nie without f y u z r ailti,ie 
" intereft or paffion J4 , I am furrounded," faid 
the emperor , " by men Whom I can neither 
Ci love, nor tfuft, nor efteem. You are not a 
tt ftranger to Lucas NotaraS, the gre.at admiral; 
" obftinately attached' to his own feotiments* he 
" declares, both in private and public > that his. 
Kl fentiments are the abfolute tneafure of my. 
* thoughts and actions. The reft of the courtiers 
" are fwayed by their perfonal or fadlioiu views; 
<c and how can I confult the monks on.qtkftions 
" 6f policy and marriage ? 1 have yet much em- 
<c ployment for your diligence and fidelity. la 
" the fpring you fhall engage one of my brothers 
" to folicit the fuccour of the Weftern powers; 
" from the Morea you fhall fail to Cyprus on a 
" particular commiffion; and from thence proceed 
<c to Georgia to receive and condudl the future 
K emprefs." "Your commands," replied Phranza, 
cc are irrefiftible; but deign, great fir," he added, 
with a ferious fmile, cc to confider, that if I am 
tt thus perpetually abfent from my family, 1 my 
cc wife may be tempted, Either to feek another . 
" hufband, or to throw herfelf into a monaftery." 
After laughing at his apprehenfions, the empe- 
ror more gravely confoled him by the pleafmg 
Vol. - XL Dd 
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chap, affurance, that this fhould be his laft fervice abroad, 
lxvii. aad that he deftined for his fon, a wealthy and 
noble heirefs; for himfelf, the important office of 
great logothete , or principal minifter of ftate. 
The marriage was immediately ftipulated ; but 
the office, however incompatible with his own, 
had been ufurped by the ambition of the admiral. 
Some delay was requifite to negociate a confent 
and an equivalent; and the nomination of Phranza 
was half declared ^ and half fuppreffed , left it 
might be difpleafmg to an infolent and powerful 
favourite. The winter was fpent in the prepara- 
tions of his embaffy; and Phranza had refolved, 
that the youth his fon fhould embrace this op- 
portunity of foreign travel „ and be left, on the 
appearance of danger, with his maternal kindred 
of the Morea. Such were the private and public 
defigns , which were interrupted by a Turkifh 
war, and finally buried in the ruins of the em- 
pire. 



END OF THE ELEVENTH VOLUME. 
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